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TO CHILDREN AND VIVID readers around the world. 
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The Lord Calls Samuel
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SAMUEL PRAISED GOD in the days of Israel as a child. In those days, the word of God was precious because there weren’t any open visions. And it came to a time that Eli the priest was sleeping in his place and he couldn’t see because his eyes were blind. And the lamp was out beside the Ark of the Lord in the Temple, and the boy Samuel was fast asleep. And the Lord called out to Samuel and he answered, “Here am I.” 

And he got up quickly and ran to Old Eli and said, “Here am I for you called me.” 

And Old Eli replied, “Go back to sleep, for of a truth, I didn’t call you.” 

So Samuel went back to sleep. And as he slept, he heard the voice again saying, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

And Samuel answered, “Here am I.” 

And he ran to Old Eli and said, “For sure this time you called me.” 

But Old Eli answered, “Certainly, I didn’t call you. Go back to sleep.” 

Now Samuel didn’t yet know God’s voice neither had His words reveal to him. 

And God called Samuel again for the third time and the young boy answered, “Here am I.” 

And Samuel ran to Old Eli and said, “Here am I. Certainly, you called out to me.” 

Now Old Eli perceived that God had called the child and he said to him, “When you hear the voice again, say speak Lord for your servant is listening.” 

Samuel obeyed the voice of Old Eli and went back to sleep, and God called Samuel and he said, “Speak Lord for I am listening.” 

And the Lord said, “Look, I’ll do a new thing in Israel and all ears that hear it will be astonished. In that time, I’ll do everything I said I would do concerning Eli’s house. I will also make an end to his house. For I told him, I’ll destroy his house because his sons are very sinful, and he doesn’t rebuke them. And I said his house will not be purged neither with sacrifices nor offerings.” 

And Samuel fell asleep and woke up in the morning and was afraid to tell Old Eli the vision from God. But Eli said to him, “Tell me I pray you what God had said to you last night. Come on now don’t hold back.” 

Samuel told him everything that God had told him. And as Samuel grew the Lord was with him and everything that he spoke came to pass as a prophet. And everyone from the town of Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was to be a prophet of God. And God appeared to Samuel in Shiloh. 
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Samuel Anoints Saul
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In the tribe of Benjamin, there was a man named Kish whose father was Abiel and he had a son named Saul. And the donkeys of Kish were lost, and he said to his son, “Take one of the servants and go and see if you can find the donkeys that are lost.” 

And Saul and the servant passed through Ephraim and they found no donkeys. 

And when they reached the land called Zuph Saul said to the servant, “Come let us return home lest my father will start to worry about us.” 

And the servant replied, “Now in this city lives a man of God a prophet. Perhaps he can tell us the way we must go.” 

And Saul answered, “But if we go what shall we give to the Man of God? The bread is finished and we have absolutely nothing to bring the prophet.” 

“See, I have a fourth part of a shekel of silver. I’ll give the Man of God this so that he can show us the way,” said the servant. 

Now in the old days in Israel, the prophets were called seers. 

Saul said to the servant, “Very well then, let us go and see this man.” 

And on their way, they saw some young women and they asked, “Is the seer here?” 

And they replied, “Ah! Yes, but hurry now because he comes to the city today to offer a sacrifice for the people in the high place. And as you enter the city you’ll find him in the high place for the people will not eat anything without him for he comes so that he may bless the sacrifice.” 

And as they entered the city towards the high place Samuel came out to greet them. 

Now God had already told Samuel that Saul would come to meet him. Also, God told him to anoint him as king over his people. 

And when Samuel saw Saul God said to him, “Surely, this is the man that I’ve told you about who should be king over my people.” 

And as Saul approached he said to Samuel, “Can you tell me where the seer’s house is?” 

And Samuel replied, “I’m the seer now go to the high place because you’ll eat and drink with me for two days, and I’ll tell you what is it you seek in your heart. And for the donkeys, you have lost don’t worry for they are found.”

“And on whom is the desire of Israel? Isn’t it upon you and your father’s house?” 

Saul answered, “I am a Benjamite. Of the smallest tribe in all Israel. And my family is the least of all the tribe of Benjamin. How is it you speak this way to me?” 

And Samuel brought Saul and the servant inside his house and gave them the best place to sit. And he said to the cook, “Bring the food that I told you to prepare earlier.” 

The cook brought the food and placed it before Samuel. And Saul ate with Samuel that day. 

And the following morning, Saul and the servant got up and were prepared to go, and as he and Samuel walked, Samuel said, “Let the servant go before you, but stay here for a while.” 

And Samuel took a bottle of oil and anointed Saul’s head and kissed him and said, “When you go down you’ll find two men by the way and they’ll say they have found your donkeys which were lost. And they’ll salute you and give you a few loaves of bread which you’ll take from them. And when you cross over to the city of the Philistines you’ll meet a company of prophets coming down from the high place with musical instruments in their hands. And when you go before them you’ll prophesy with them and turn into another man. And when you witness these signs remember them for God is with you. And you’ll go before me in Gilgal and shall stay for seven days to offer up sacrifices of peace offerings.” 

And it was as Samuel had prophesied. 

And Saul the son of Kish became Israel’s first king and he ruled over all Israel. 
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Saul Is Rejected As King Of Israel
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The word of the Lord came to Samuel and he went to Saul and said, “The Lord remembers the wicked Amalekites who tried to set traps for the Israelites after they came from out of Egypt. Now go and destroy all the Amalekites. Don’t spare anyone of them neither their animals.”

And Saul came down the valley where the Amalekites were and he said to a tribe of people who were the Kenites, “Go and escape for I remember you showed kindness to the people of Israel back in the Exodus.” 

The Kenites got up and did as Saul had said. And Saul murdered the Amalekites from morning to evening. And he took King Agag of the Amalekites alive and destroyed the rest of the people with the sword. 

However, Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, and everything that was good. And they destroyed only the things that weren’t good looking. 

God’s word then came to Samuel and he said, “I’m sorry I have made Saul king of Israel because he has backslidden from me and has not performed my commandments.” 

And it saddened Samuel and he cried before God all night. 

And early in the morning when Samuel went out to meet Saul he was told that he was on his way to Gilgal. 

And when Samuel reached the place where Saul and his army was, Saul said to him, “Happy are you of the Lord because I have performed thy commandments.” 

But Samuel answered, “What is this noise of the bleating of the sheep and the lowering of the oxen that I hear?” 

Saul answered, “My soldiers brought the best of the cattle to offer up as a burnt sacrifice to God. The rest we have destroyed completely.” 

And Samuel said to him, “Hold on, I’ll tell you what God said to me last night.” 

Saul stayed back. 

Samuel said to him, “When you were young in your own sight weren’t you the leader of the tribes of Israel, and the Lord anointed you as the king of Israel?” “And God sent you on a journey to go and destroy the wicked Amalekites and don’t leave anything or anyone behind. But you didn’t obey the voice of God but kept back the best of everything.” 

And Saul replied, “Sure, I have performed the commandments of the Lord. See, I have kept King Agag here. But the people took the spoils and kept the best sheep and cattle.” 

Samuel replied, “And has God preferred burnt sacrifice over his commandments?” “To obey is indeed better than sacrifice and to hearken to His voice than that of the fat of rams. For rebellion is like going to a witch and getting advice. And stubbornness is like the sin of idolatry and iniquity. Because you disobeyed and rejected God He has rejected you.” 

Saul begged Samuel to return with him and said, “I have sinned. I
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