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Prologue 

 

The Fire That Calls 

[image: ]

The fire was never just light in the darkness. It was a voice — steady, flickering, alive. 

[image: ]

From the dawn of time, God has spoken through fire. He kindled the flame that guarded Eden’s gate. He blazed before Moses in the bush that burned but was not consumed. 

[image: ]

He descended upon Sinai in thunder and flame, sealing the covenant in smoke. 

[image: ]

And when His people’s hearts grew cold, He raised up prophets whose words burned brighter than the coals of any altar. 

[image: ]

 

I

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

The prophets did not whisper their messages; they blazed them. Their words scorched injustice and warmed the hearts of repentance. They were voices that refused to die — flames carried forward by generations who dared to listen. Each prophet was a spark in God’s great fire, lighting the darkness of a wandering world.

[image: ]

This book begins at that same fire.

[image: ]

Not a campfire for comfort, but a holy fire for remembrance — the place where judgment and mercy meet, where the Word still glows with living heat.

[image: ]

You are invited to draw near. Not to observe, but to listen — to let the warmth reach the heart and the light expose what the shadows hide. For the fire of God still burns, and those who gather close will find both awe and comfort there. 

[image: ]

The prophets of justice — Amos, Micah, Obadiah, and Nahum— are already here. Their faces are turned toward the flame. Their eyes hold both grief and glory. They have seen kingdoms rise in pride and fall in ruin. They have heard the cries of the poor and the laughter of the powerful. They have felt the fire of God’ s holiness and lived to tell its story.

[image: ]

 

II

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

Listen now as they speak again — not from scrolls on a shelf, but from the circle of the fire.

[image: ]

Their words are ancient, yet they strike the present like lightning. 

[image: ]

Their message is hard, yet it carries hope. Their fire is fierce, but its light still calls the weary home.

[image: ]

So, sit close. Let the fire that once called prophets now call you. For the God who spoke in flame still speaks, and His justice still burns bright in the night. 

[image: ]

 

III

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

The  Series:  Fireside  Tales  of  the 

Twelve

[image: ]

Before the prophets speak, it’s worth knowing why they’ve gathered here:  twelve ancient voices, one glowing fire. 

[image: ]

Fireside Tales of the Twelve  is a journey through the Minor Prophets, told not as dusty history but as  a living story. Each volume circles a single theme drawn from their message — justice, hope, the Day of the Lord, mercy — until all twelve voices have spoken.

[image: ]

Each book invites readers to sit by the same fire that once burned in the hearts of these prophets. The flame is symbolic, but the call is real. Around its light, we listen again to God’s truth as it echoed through shepherds, farmers, visionaries, and poets — ordinary people set ablaze by divine purpose. 

[image: ]

The fireside image is more than atmosphere. It is a place of warmth and reflection, where Scripture is heard with the 

[image: ]

 

IV

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

heart as well as the mind. Here, history meets devotion, and theology becomes testimony. The prophets’ words are not dissected; they are experienced — retold, reimagined, and rekindled for a world still longing for light. 

[image: ]

Each chapter follows a simple rhythm:

[image: ]

• Induction: The prophet enters the circle and begins 

[image: ]

his tale. 

[image: ]

• The Setting:  The world and times that shaped his 

[image: ]

message. 

[image: ]

• The Voice of the Prophet: His heart, his burden, his 

[image: ]

fire. 

[image: ]

•   God’s Message in Action:     What God revealed 

[image: ]

through him. 

[image: ]

• Fireside Reflection: What his message means for us 

[image: ]

now. 

[image: ]

• Study Questions: Sparks for discussion and prayer.

[image: ]

Across four volumes, the circle of the fire will grow — Prophets of Justice, Prophets of Hope, Prophets of the Day of the Lord, Prophets of Mercy and Warning. 

[image: ]

Together, these voices reveal the heart of a God who is holy, merciful, and unchanging — a God who still speaks by fire. 

[image: ]

So, welcome to the circle.

[image: ]

 

V

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

This is Book One: Prophets of Justice.

[image: ]

The wood is burning, the night is quiet, and the first prophet is about to speak.

[image: ]

 

VI

[image: ]


Preface 

[image: ]

 

The Fire has always been a place for stories. Long before books were bound or sermons were recorded, families and neighbors gathered around the glow of wood and flame. The fire gave warmth, light, and — perhaps most importantly — a circle where stories could be told a nd retold. Some of those stories were simple tales to pass the night. Others carried weight, lessons carved deep into memory.

[image: ]

This book is born out of that tradition. Fireside Tales of the Prophets of Justice is my attempt to bring the ancient voices of Scripture back to the fire — to hear them not as distant history, but as living words that still speak into our restless world.

[image: ]

Why the Prophets? 

[image: ]

The prophets of the Old Testament are some of the most misunderstood figures in Scripture. Too often, we imagine them as fortune-tellers, predicting dates and events 

[image: ]
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[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

like scribes of destiny. But the prophets were not primarily predictors — they were preachers. They stood in the midst of their people and spoke God’s heart with urgency, passion, and conviction. 

[image: ]

Amos thundered from the hills of Tekoa. Micah carried the voice of the countryside into the courts of kings. Obadiah, the servant of Yahweh, delivered a short but sharp dagger against the pride of Edom. Nahum sang a song of comfort to Judah even as he pron ounced doom on Nineveh. 

[image: ]

These were not distant voices; they were urgent voices. They spoke into societies that looked a lot like ours    — prosperous yet unjust, religious yet hollow, powerful yet arrogant. Their words were not easy to hear then, and they are not always easy to hear n ow. But they are necessary.

[image: ]

Why Fireside Tales? 

[image: ]

When I began writing this series, I wanted to recover something of the prophets’ raw voice. Too often, we read their words as if they were sterile documents, dry lines on a page. But in their own time, they were anything but dry. They were living sermons, fiery speeches, poetic cries that stirred the heart and unsettled the conscience.

[image: ]

That is why I chose the fireside format. Around a fire, voices echo differently. The crackle of wood makes silence 

[image: ]

 

VIII

[image: ]
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[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

all the more meaningful. Shadows remind us that truth is both comforting and unsettling. In the glow of flame, we lean closer, we listen deeper, we remember longer.

[image: ]

I hope  that by hearing these prophets at the fire, you will experience them not only as information, but as conversations as living voices calling you, as they called their own people, to justice, mercy, and humility . 

[image: ]

Prophets of Justice 

[image: ]

This first volume gathers four prophets under the theme of justice: Amos, Micah, Obadiah, and Nahum. Each spoke into a different setting, but all confronted the same reality — that God will not ignore injustice. 

[image: ]

•   Amos  reminds us that prosperity without 

[image: ]

righteousness is no blessing, but a curse waiting to fall. 

[image: ]

•   Micah  reminds us that God has already shown us 

[image: ]

what is good: to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with Him.  

[image: ]

•   Obadiah  reminds
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