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THE HIDDEN MOON 


“The Hidden Moon is a wonderful fantasy escape for middle grades. As Jack, Collin and Danny come to know the people of Anron and are called to help them regain their freedom. The book is filled with shape-shifters, flying dragons and fun. I bought a copy for my grandson for Christmas and am hoping for more from this author.” 

“My granddaughter, age 9, loved this book, so it's not a book you should limit to just middle-grade kids. J. S. Keim has a great imagination that appeals to kids and she adds to that wonderful powers of description. This is a must read for both boys and girls and will definitely appeal to both. A great gift idea for hooking kids on reading and for inspiring their imaginations. They will love it!!!” 

“A fun story filled with adventure and suspense. I liked that the author took time to really plan out the story and the characters, and you don't know what might happen next.” 

“Fun read, enjoyable for both adult and child; its high adventure for young space jockies. Want to encourage your kids to read more? This is a good book for that purpose.” 


RETURN TO THE HIDDEN MOON


“There are heroes and villains . . . and bad-guy problems. But the kids get to sort it all out. Some of the "bad-guys" turn around, become "good-guys." That's a positive message for youngsters who read these books, and exactly what should be expected of an adventure story for young boys and girls.” 

“The magic that carries the two brothers and their friend off to another planet is every young person's dream. And all the creatures they encounter, who are mostly good, are described in such vivid detail. I could see them in my own imaginations. Of course, there are the bad guys, but this is what keeps the book exciting.” 


Kermit Greene’s World 


“As I was reading this delightful book, I kept thinking how much I wished I'd had this when I was teaching. My gifted students loved doing a bird-eye and bug-eye sketch of the same item and this would have been great to read to go along with that. Also, as a former teacher, I loved how math was interwoven in the story during a pivotal point in the plot.
Great book for all kids and a fabulous addition to any teacher's classroom set of books.” 
“What a great book for children to transition into becoming readers. This is exciting, fun to read and delights the imagination!” 
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Jack Coughlin stuck his head out of the wardrobe room at the community theater where his mother volunteered and glanced around. All clear. 

“Psst!” He crooked his finger, and his younger brother Collin slipped into the room.

“Look at all these cool costumes!” Jack closed the door, placed a pirate’s hat on his dark hair, and swung an imaginary sword. He loved making up games like this. 

“Mom told us to stay out of trouble,” warned Collin. “We had better get out of here.”

The sound of footsteps in the hallway grew louder and louder. 

Jack grabbed his brother’s arm and yanked him behind the rack of hanging clothes. They had just huddled in the shadowy corner when the door opened. Jack held his breath, and the seconds stretched into eternity. 

“Nobody is in here,” said a man. He closed the door, leaving them alone. 

Collin scrambled to his feet, pushed his glasses farther up on his nose, and swiped a cobweb off his red curls. Jack leaned over to boost himself off the floor. His hand came to rest on a small wooden box nestled against an old pair of army boots. 

He crawled out from behind the clothes and held up the box. 

The sides of the two-inch cube had stars and crescent moons carved on each surface. 

On the lid, a ghostlike figure floated among distant stars. Jack pulled on the clasp, but the rusty piece of metal wouldn’t budge. He tried again, and this time, it opened. Carved into the underside of the box’s lid were the words “Magic lies within. Believe.” 

Jack grinned. “Cool.” 

“But there is nothing inside!” scoffed Collin. “What is so cool about that?”

Jack ignored his brother and sat on the floor of the prop room. As usual, his backpack, filled with his favorite snacks and his flashlight, lay beside him. He held up the carved box. 

“Let’s see if it is true.”

“You are crazy,” said Collin. “There is no magic in that box.”

“You have NO–capital N, capital O-imagination!” retorted Jack. He needed a little magic in his life right now. After their divorce, his parents had not even asked him if he wanted to move from the big City to Hicktown, USA.

Jack set the carved box down in front of him and waved his hands over it, like a magician pulling a rabbit out of a hat.

“Abracadabra.” 

Nothing.

He polished the top of the box with the end of his T-shirt. “Open Sesame!”

Nothing.

Jack frowned. “Maybe I am not saying the right words.”

“Yes,” scoffed Collin. “Or there is a genie inside who can’t hear you.”

Jack grinned. “A genie! That’s it. Now, how do I get it to come out?”

Collin shook his head. “Genies come in bottles or brass lamps, not wooden boxes.”

“Magic is magic. It can happen any way you want, or why bother to believe in it?” Jack shook the box gently. “Genie, come out, come out! One. Two. Three.”

Nothing.

“See? I told you,” Collin said. “I do not believe in this kind of stuff. Especially now.”  

“Blah, blah, blah.” Jack put his fingers in his ears. Anything to block out Collin’s words. Collin had thought he could wish his dad back again. It hurt, but Jack had always known that was never going to happen. He began to count again, faster and faster. 

“Onetwothree. Onetwothree.” 

Red and yellow beams shot through the room, illuminating it from top to bottom. Flashes of light swirled around and around. Gradually, they arranged themselves into the form of a round, fat-bellied man.  He wore a dark suit, white shirt, and red bow tie, and his dark eyes blinked rapidly. He took off his red top hat and bowed. Gray curls tumbled to his shoulders.

“Wha-a-a-t ...?” Collin choked on the word.

Jack glanced over at Collin and laughed. His eyes were as big as pizzas.  

“Who...who are you?” Collin stuttered. “Where did you come from?”

“Eugene G. Gene, at your service.” The man’s voice was high and squeaky, as if he hadn’t used it for some time.  

“What kind of name is that?” Jack asked. “And what does the G stand for?”

“The G is for Genie.” He bowed again. “You can call me Gene.”  

“Genie? You are really a genie? All right!” Jack gave Collin a high five. “Do I get to make wishes?”

Gene lifted a finger of warning
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