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1. Clara Schumann

2. Scott Joplin

3. Woody Guthrie

4. Ludwig van Beethoven

5. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 






“The more of us musicians there are‚ the crazier we all become.”

— ERIK SATIE
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Saint Cecilia‚ known as the special protector of all musicians





Text copyright © 1993 by Kathleen Krull

Illustrations copyright © 1993 by Kathryn Hewitt

 

All rights reserved.

Originally published in hardcover in the United States by Harcourt Children’s Books, an imprint of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company, 1993.

 

For information about permission to reproduce selections from this book, write to trade.permissions@hmhco.com or to Permissions, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company, 3 Park Avenue, 19th Floor, New York, New York 10016.

 


  www.hmhco.com


 

The Library of Congress has cataloged the hardcover edition as follows:

Krull, Kathleen.

Lives of the musicians: good times, bad times (and what the neighbors thought)/written by Kathleen Krull;

illustrated by Kathryn Hewitt.

p. cm.

Summary: The lives of twenty composers and musicians, ranging from Vivaldi, Mozart, and Bach to Gershwin, Gilbert & Sullivan, and Woody Guthrie, are profiled in this eclectic, humorous, and informative collection. Includes bibliographical references and index.

1. Musicians—Biography I. Hewitt, Kathryn II. Title.

ML385.K89 1993

780'.92'2—dc20 91-33497

[B]

 

ISBN: 978-0-15-248010-3 hardcover

ISBN: 978-0-544-23806-0 paperback

 

eISBN 978-1-328-83787-5

v1.0317



To Ken, Carleton, and Kevin Krull

— K. K.

 

To Annelise, who sang before she could speak

— K. H.





  I
  ntroduction


THE LIFE STORIES OF FAMOUS musicians—Bach, Chopin, Tchaikovsky, Woody Guthrie—are familiar to many. But what were they like really?

What kind of children were they? How did they die? And what went on in between? What did they eat? What did they wear? How did they spend their money? What were their phobias, quirks, and bad habits? Who were their “significant others”? And what did the neighbors think? (Music is not a quiet career.)

Most interesting of all, what is it like to live a truly creative life? The musicians in this book, representing different countries, historical periods, and musical styles, do have things in common. About their music, they had a perseverance and single-mindedness that led not only to success, but also to eccentricities, sometimes amusing, sometimes sad.

Of all of them it could be said that their work shook up the times they lived in: It provoked riots (Stravinsky and Satie), led to death threats (Prokofiev), required police to control the crowds (Schumann), shaped entire generations of students (Boulanger), created wealthy superstars (Gilbert and Sullivan), was condemned as “addictive” and “immoral” (Joplin), and left blood on the piano keys (Gershwin). Music that we think of today as acceptable, “classic,” or even staid often caused passion and controversy during its time. “Beethoven thought that through his music he could change the world,” points out cellist Yo-Yo Ma. “Today, rock musicians are virtually the only ones who think that.”

This music can still arouse emotion—and claim listeners. It’s estimated that if Mozart were alive today, he’d be earning $20 million a year from sales of his records. The music, above all, is the reason people remember these musicians today.

Here, escorted by the patron saint of music, Saint Cecilia, are twenty lives, colorful and mysterious. These untold stories, never before collected in one volume, are offered now as a way of getting closer to the musicians—and the music.

 

—Kathleen Krull


  San Diego, 1992
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THE RED PRIEST

Antonio V  ivaldi

BORN IN VENICE, ITALY, 1678

DIED IN VIENNA, AUSTRIA, 1741
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The most original and influential Italian composer of his generation, most famous for his 400 concertos, especially the Four Seasons

 

 

SUNNY, WARM VENICE WAS A PLACE where you couldn’t get away from music. Gondoliers serenaded up and down the canals, fruit vendors whistled, shoemakers and shoppers sang from morning to night. Festivals, theaters, parties, and religious services required a constant supply of new music.

Antonio Vivaldi’s father had big plans for him. He taught him the violin, got him a job as a violinist, and sent Vivaldi into the priesthood when the boy was fifteen years old. Father and son played duets at church. By the time Antonio was twenty-five and took a job teaching violin at the Pietà orphanage for girls, he was earning four times as much as his father.

Vivaldi was to spend most of his life at the Pietà.

Next to the big iron gate of the orphanage was a little nook in the wall, where every morning the porter checked for new arrivals. Orphaned or abandoned babies were given a home and taught music. The girls gave concerts that were a highlight of musical life in Venice. They sang “like angels” and played their instruments with great skill. It was said that the Pietà had the best-disciplined orchestra in Italy at that time. Yet the girls were seldom seen. At concerts, they were hidden from the audience by an iron gate, possibly because some were deformed. Since they performed in a church, no applause was allowed, and people expressed enthusiasm by coughing, shuffling their feet, and blowing their noses loudly.
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Vivaldi had to make sure everything ran smoothly. During intermissions, he would keep people entertained by playing his violin.

He had thick, curly red hair, and sometimes he wore red robes. More people knew him by his nickname—the Red Priest—than by his real name, but he did not seem especially “priestly.” He didn’t say Mass; he said that his weak condition—possibly asthma—prevented him from getting through a long religious service. But others said that he was forbidden to say Mass because he was always disappearing from the altar to jot down musical ideas.

Vivaldi may have been sickly, but he worked hard. He taught violin, conducted the orchestra, performed at concerts, and bought musical instruments for the school. Outside the orphanage, he toured in support of his own playing and composing. Vivaldi wrote music for all occasions; he was one of the most prolific composers in the history of music.

Vivaldi must have been full of energy and probably didn’t have time to be temperamental. He didn’t agonize over his work. He was deferential to those in authority and he never seemed to get in trouble.


Sometimes he was playful, putting little jokes in his music. He was terribly sensitive to criticism and was notoriously vain. He liked to boast about his fame, his rich patrons



MUSICAL N OTES
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