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To seek God is wisdom...

Matthew 6:33 states: "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you."


  This is a popular Bible verse that promises God will take care of the needs of all His children, if they only prioritize Him and His kingdom. 
  The verse emphasizes seeking God's kingdom and righteousness above all else. 


  The Greek word dikaiosynē means righteousness or justice, which reflects God's nature and expectations for His people for the sake of His kingdom. 


  This verse is a sure promise that God will arrange for His children's needs. 


  The verse can be construed as a call to prioritize God and live righteously, and in return, God will provide for all other known and unknown needs. 

  A person's top priority can either be God, or money, but cannot be both. Along with that, Jesus articulates that believers should fight against anxiety about daily needs.



God is concerned about the heart posture of His children, are they concerned with His righteousness and His kingdom or are they more concerned of the things of this world. Psalm 14:2 actually states that God is looking for (if any) those who diligently seek after Him.

Psalm 14:2[ampc]-2 The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men to see if there were any who understood, dealt wisely, and sought after God, inquiring for and of Him and requiring Him [of vital necessity].

Vital necessity (1) = the word vital means essential, indispensable, crucial, critical, high priority. The word necessity means fundamental, basic, necessary. (2)=necessary to the existence, continuance, or well-being of something; indispensable; essential. (3) =necessary for the success or continued existence of something.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Psalm 14:2

[image: ]


ESV-The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man, to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God.

NASB-The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of mankind to see if there are any who understand, Who seek God.

CSB-The Lord looks down from heaven on the human race to see if there is one who is wise, one who seeks God.

NLT-The Lord looks down from heaven on the entire human race; he looks to see if anyone is truly wise, if anyone seeks God.

The verse quoted, from Psalm 14:2, is a powerful and evocative image of the Lord searching for those who understand, act wisely, and seek Him with a deep yearning. It's a reminder that, despite the complexities and challenges of human life, there is a constant Divine gaze upon us, searching for those who turn towards God. The verse raises several profound questions and themes:


  Human understanding and wisdom: The verse questions whether any humans truly understand, implying that true understanding goes beyond mere knowledge or intellect. It suggests a deeper wisdom, perhaps an awareness of our place in the universe and our connection to the divine.
  Seeking God: The verse emphasizes the importance of actively seeking God, not just passively waiting for God to reveal Himself. It implies a responsibility on our part to seek after, to inquire, to yearn for connection and guidance.


  Vital necessity of God: The phrase "requiring Him of vital necessity" speaks to a deep human need for God. It suggests that God is not just an optional addition to life, but rather a necessary source of meaning, purpose, and even survival.



The interpretation of this passage can vary depending on your own personal beliefs and experiences. Some possible reflections include:


  How do you understand the concept of "true understanding" in this context? What does it mean to seek God, and how can we do it in our daily lives?
  Do you believe that humans have a vital need for God? If so, why?


  How does this passage make you feel? Does it inspire you, challenge you?



Ultimately, the meaning of this verse is for you to discover. It is an invitation to contemplate the nature of faith, wisdom, and our relationship with God. Here are a few possible interpretations:


  A longing for connection: The Lord, in His infinite love and compassion, desires a connection with humanity. He seeks those who truly understand His presence and purpose, who live their lives in accordance with His wisdom, and who actively seek His guidance and presence.
  A call to introspection: The verse can be seen as a challenge to each individual to examine their own lives and relationship with God. Are we living with understanding and wisdom? Are we actively seeking God in our thoughts and actions? Do we truly recognize the vital necessity of His presence in our lives?


  A commentary on human nature: The verse could also be interpreted as a lament on the state of humanity, where many have turned away from God. It highlights the rarity of those who truly understand and seek God, suggesting that we often fall short of our spiritual potential.



The meaning of this verse is for each individual to discover and connect with. It can be a source of inspiration and encouragement to deepen one's spiritual life, a call to introspection and self-reflection, or a reminder of God’s presence that is always with us, waiting to be sought out.

How does this verse resonate with you? What thoughts and feelings does it evoke?

Another verse that is a call to seek after God’s righteousness is Hosea 10:12 that declares that “it is time to seek the LORD...” and in seeking He showers His righteousness on us. Seeking after God is a deliberate choice, to daily make time and seek after His presence, to break up the resistance and sow the seeds of righteousness.

Hosea 10:12(NIV)-Sow righteousness for yourselves, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the LORD, until he comes and showers his righteousness on you.

Paul also writes that God has made Himself plain to everyone in Romans 1:19–20, "For what can be known about God is plain to [everyone], because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse." Paul clearly states that there can be no excuse since the LORD has made Himself perfectly available to everyone who chooses to seek after.
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The meaning of Matthew 6:33
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This verse is part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, where He teaches about trusting God and prioritizing eternal matters over earthly concerns. Here's a breakdown of its meaning:

1. "Seek first the kingdom of God"

This phrase emphasizes the priority of God in a believer's life. To "seek" implies intentional effort and a continual pursuit, not a one-time action. The "kingdom of God" refers to God’s rule and reign in our lives, encompassing His authority, values, and purposes.

Seeking the Kingdom first means:

Prioritizing God’s Will: Choosing His desires above our own.

Living by Kingdom Values: Embodying love, justice, mercy, and truth.

Expanding the Kingdom: Sharing the Gospel and serving others.

It’s a call to center our lives around God and align our decisions, time, and resources with His purpose.

2. "And His righteousness"

This refers to living in a way that reflects God’s character and standards. It’s about striving for holiness and obedience to His Word. Righteousness is not just about personal morality; it also involves seeking justice and fairness in relationships and society.

Living in God’s righteousness requires:

Faith in Christ: True righteousness comes from Jesus, not our own efforts (2 Corinthians 5:21-“For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God”).

Daily Transformation: Allowing the Holy Spirit to renew our minds and actions.

3. "And all these things shall be added to you"

In the context of Matthew 6, "these things" refers to basic necessities like food, drink, and clothing. Jesus assures His followers that when they prioritize God, He will take care of their daily life needs.

This is a promise of provision, but it’s not a call to laziness or irresponsibility. Instead, it’s an invitation to trust God’s faithfulness while focusing on eternal matters.

Matthew 6:33 teaches us to:

a. Prioritize and put God first in every area of life.

b. Trust His righteousness to guide our behavior and decisions.

c. Rely on His provision instead of worrying about material needs.

This verse calls believers to live with eternal priorities, knowing that God will handle the rest when we wholeheartedly seek Him. 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Why this subject is crucial for every believer?
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The subject of "seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness" is crucial for every believer because it addresses the core of Christian faith and discipleship. Here's why this teaching is essential:

a. It Defines Our Purpose - Every believer is called to live for God’s glory and to align their life with His purposes (1 Corinthians 10:31-"So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God"). Seeking God first gives direction and meaning to our lives by placing His will at the center of everything we do.

b. It Reflects True Faith - Prioritizing the kingdom of God demonstrates trust in His promises and character. It shifts our focus from self-reliance and material concerns to dependence on God (Proverbs 3:5-6- “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”). Faith that seeks God first acknowledges His sovereignty and goodness.

c. It Guards Against Idolatry - In a world filled with distractions, wealth, and ambitions, believers are constantly tempted to prioritize worldly things. Jesus warns that we cannot serve both God and money (Matthew 6:24- “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money”.) Seeking the kingdom keeps our hearts from becoming attached
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