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Prologue
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Adolf Hitler is one of the most well-known and feared figures in world history. He was the leader of Nazi Germany and the person responsible for starting World War II—a conflict that affected millions of people around the globe. His ideas and actions led to the deaths of millions, including six million Jewish people during a terrible time called the Holocaust.

You might wonder why we would want to learn about someone who caused so much pain and suffering. The answer is simple: understanding history helps us make sure the same mistakes are not made again. By learning about Hitler's life, how he gained power, and the things he did, we can better understand how dangerous ideas can spread—and how important it is to stand up for fairness, truth, and kindness.

This book doesn’t celebrate Adolf Hitler—it helps young readers learn the facts about who he was, what happened during his time as a leader, and why the world remembers him today. It’s a story filled with lessons about power, choices, and the strength of the human spirit.

Let’s begin this important journey through history—with open eyes and thoughtful minds.
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Chapter 1: A Boy from Austria
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Adolf Hitler was born a long time ago, on April 20, 1889, in a small town called Braunau am Inn, which is in a country named Austria. Austria is in Europe, near Germany, and back then, it was part of a bigger empire called Austria-Hungary. Braunau was a quiet town near a river, and not many people would have guessed that a baby born there would one day grow up to become one of the most powerful—and feared—leaders in the world.

Little Adolf lived with his family in a simple home. His father’s name was Alois Hitler, and he worked for the government as a customs officer. That meant he checked goods and people coming across borders. Alois was very strict and serious, and he expected his children to follow rules and do exactly what they were told. He wanted Adolf to get a good education and maybe even work in the government like he did. But Adolf had other dreams.

His mother, Klara, was very gentle and kind. Adolf loved her very much, and she cared for him in a warm and loving way. She helped him when he was sick and always supported him, even when he struggled in school. Adolf had several brothers and sisters, but sadly, many of them died when they were very young. Only he and a few of his siblings survived childhood, which was not unusual at that time because medical care wasn’t as good as it is today.

When Adolf was a little boy, he liked to draw pictures and dreamed of becoming an artist. He could spend hours sketching buildings, landscapes, and scenes from his imagination. He also liked playing with toy soldiers and acting out battles. He imagined himself as a brave soldier or even a great leader. But when it came to school, he wasn’t always a great student. He liked some subjects, like art and history, but didn’t care much for math or science. He didn’t always listen to his teachers, and sometimes he got in trouble for not following the rules.

His relationship with his father was difficult. Alois wanted Adolf to work in the civil service, just like him, but Adolf didn’t want to. This caused a lot of arguments in their home. He didn’t want to live the kind of life his father had planned. Instead, he dreamed of becoming a famous artist, someone who painted beautiful pictures and lived in a big city like Vienna, the capital of Austria. He believed he had a special talent, and he hoped to be accepted into a famous art school there.

After his father died, Adolf felt a bit freer to follow his dreams. When he was a teenager, he moved to Vienna to try to get into the Academy of Fine Arts. He was very excited and hopeful, but things didn’t go as planned. He applied to the school, but they told him he wasn’t good enough to be accepted. This was a big disappointment for him. He tried again the next year, but he was rejected a second time. The teachers said that although he could draw buildings, he wasn’t good at drawing people, which was important for an artist.

Living in Vienna after these failures was hard. Adolf didn’t have much money, and sometimes he had to sleep in shelters or live in cheap rooms. He sold small paintings and postcards just to get by. It was during this time that he began to feel very frustrated with the world around him. He saw a lot of people struggling, and he also started to believe in strong opinions about politics, power, and people from different groups. These ideas would later become a big part of his life and actions, but as a young man, he was still trying to figure out who he was and what he wanted to do.

Adolf’s early years in Austria were filled with a mixture of hope and hardship. He had dreams like many kids do—he wanted to be important, to be remembered, and to do something big with his life. But things didn’t turn out the way he expected. The failure to get into art school made him feel like he had been rejected by society. He felt angry and confused. This is a part of his story that shows how someone’s childhood and early experiences can shape their future in unexpected ways. Adolf Hitler didn’t start out as a powerful man. He was once just a boy from Austria with dreams and disappointments, just like many kids have. But what he chose to do later in life would change the world forever.
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Chapter 2: Dreams of Becoming an Artist
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When Adolf Hitler was a young boy growing up in Austria, he had a very big dream—he wanted to become a great artist. From the time he was small, he loved to draw and paint. He spent hours sketching buildings, castles, trees, and people, and he often used pencils, pens, and sometimes paints when he could get them. Drawing was one of his favorite things to do, and he believed that he had a special gift. His notebooks were often filled with pictures rather than schoolwork, and he didn’t seem to care too much about getting good grades unless the subject was something he enjoyed, like art or history.

Adolf felt that being an artist would be a wonderful life. He imagined himself living in a big, exciting city like Vienna, surrounded by beautiful buildings, art museums, and other creative people. Vienna was the capital of Austria and a famous place for music, art, and culture. People from all over the empire came there to study and work in the arts. This idea made Adolf feel excited and hopeful. He thought that if he could go to art school there, he could learn to paint better, become well-known, and make his mother proud. He didn’t want to follow the path his father wanted for him—working in the government as a civil servant. That seemed boring to him. Drawing and painting felt much more exciting and meaningful.

So, when he was a teenager, Adolf finally decided to chase his dream. After his father died, he had a little more freedom to do what he wanted. He packed up his things and moved to Vienna, ready to prove that he had the talent to become a professional artist. In 1907, he applied to the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna, which was a very famous and respected art school. Adolf believed he had a good chance of getting in. He put together a portfolio, which is a collection of artwork that shows your best work, and brought it to the school’s entrance exam.

But things didn’t go the way he hoped. When the teachers looked at his drawings, they said that he wasn’t good enough to be accepted. They told him that while he was pretty good at drawing buildings and architectural details, he wasn’t very good at drawing people, especially human faces and figures. This was a big problem, because being able to draw people well is very important for a professional artist. Adolf was heartbroken. He didn’t expect to be rejected. He had thought this was his path in life.

Still, he didn’t give up right away. He spent more time working on his art and tried again the next year, in 1908. But once again, the school said no. This time, they didn’t even let him take the full entrance exam because they didn’t believe he had improved enough. This second rejection hurt him even more than the first
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