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After months of turning the thought over and over in my brain I’d managed to come to one conclusion, I had baby fever. It was as simple as that. I’d reached the age where I’d started thinking about settling down, stop my partying at the weekends and start a family for real. There was only two problems. I was currently single. And I was a man.

As far fetched as it sounds, I couldn’t wait to have a kid. Someone to look up to me, call me daddy and pass on my knowledge to. It was all so corny I hated myself for having such a clichéd version of happiness. A white picket fence, a dog and two point four children.

It was such a strong urge it prevented me from dating too much. Everyone I met was down for some fun or didn’t mind fooling around once in a while but none of them wanted to get too serious too soon. I’d mentioned what I wanted to one girl during a spectacularly bad speed dating session and I’d watched the colour drain from her face as I poured the details of my heart out. I suppose it’s not only men who can be scared of commitment.

As a result of my poor dating record I found myself being dragged along by my closest female friend to her psychic. I didn’t believe in anything supernatural or anything which couldn’t be explained by science but I was bored on a typical Friday and that’s how I came to be sitting in a neon lit, tackily decorated room staring at a crystal ball and trying not to gag on the overpowering stench of incense. 

“You excited?” Kelly asked me, the enthusiasm exploding behind her eyes. I couldn’t even fake a polite response to match her energy so I merely grunted and mimicked waving my hands mysteriously over the crystal ball placed on the small table in front of us.

“I see...a boring evening followed by a disappointing vision of the future!” I announced sarcastically moments before our host appeared through the heavy curtains across from where we were sitting. She secured me with a cold stare and I knew for certain she’d heard my comment.

She settled down at the opposite end of the table from us and I had enough time to really take in her full appearance as Kelly handed her some folded up money.

‘Mistress Cassandra’, as the buzzing neon sign in her doorway titled her, looked nothing like I expected. This was no shrivelled up old hag, overweight and wrapped in layer upon layer of tacky fabrics like I’d seen in television shows and films, she was a stone cold fox.

She was an older lady, as evidenced by the subtle lines around her eyes and corners of her mouth but there was a sparkle of mischief behind her dramatically made up eyes. Travelling down from her olive skin face I drank in the sight of her large, voluptuous breasts spilling out from an open buttoned purple blouse. Her dark skin looked good against the bright colour and I found myself wondering what they’d look like if they weren’t restrained by the lacy black bra which peeked out from behind her clothing. I watched a hand appear in my eye line and then the large, soft shapes parted slowly as she stuffed the money into her cleavage. 

She noticed me staring, her glossy red lips curling into a smile as I’d been caught red-handed gawping at her goods. She seemed to take a little extra time readjusting herself before her eyes left mine and she patted her thighs under the table.

“Shall we begin?” she announced in an exotic accent I couldn’t make out the origin of. I traded looks with Kelly and Cassandra went to work, waving her hands over the crystal ball. “Just a reading for yourself, yes?” she spoke and it took me a moment to register she was directing her question towards me and completely ignoring Kelly.

“Yep! He wants to know when he’s going to find love and have kids!” She blurted out and then fell into a fit of giggles. I shot her a stern look, embarrassed beyond belief she would announce things so close to my heart to a random stranger but she didn’t notice my reaction, she was too busy waiting for a response and laughing quietly to herself.

“Please leave us alone while I do his reading, please.” Mistress Cassandra ordered in a calm but authoritative tone. Kelly looked a bit disappointed she wasn’t going to hear the results of my ‘reading’ live in person but acquiesced and gathered her things to leave, whispering ‘good luck’ in my ear as she stood up. 

Once we’d heard the front door tinkle closed behind her, Cassandra secured me with a chilling look and I felt like a deer in her headlights. 

“I see boys like you all the time. You only want one thing...” Her breasts appeared to jiggle of their own accord I noticed out of the corner of my eye and I made a concerted effort not to lower my eyes to become lost in the view once again.

“You don’t know anything about me.” I spat back defiantly, determined to prove her assumptions wrong.

“Give me your hand.” she asked softly and I offered it to her without a second thought. She examined the lines on it closely for a while before her gaze once again drifted back to her crystal ball and I felt my heart racing as she held my hand in place.

“See anything good?” I croaked with a small voice, my curiosity finally getting the better of me.

“Yes.” she replied in a voice which sent shivers down my spine and a warm feeling on the back of my
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