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  Start here


Duke the Deaf Dog is no ordinary pup. 
With a passion for drawing, a love for baseball, and a heart full of dreams, Duke shows us the world the way he sees and hears it. He uses a hearing aid to hear some sounds and talks with his hands using American Sign Language (ASL), or sometimes speaks English. Duke's family is learning ASL too, to chat and share in his adventures. Every day in second grade brings ups and downs, proving that everyone has their unique way to learn and play.
What is deaf and Deaf? 
In our stories, when you see "deaf" with a small "d," it means someone might hear a little bit—or not at all—with one or both of their ears. But when you see "Deaf" with a big "D," it means they are culturally Deaf and belong to a special community that often uses sign language to talk and share with each other. We use both words on purpose to show the difference between a medical condition and being part of a culture. 






  
  Chapter One

[image: image-placeholder]

Winter means basketball season is here. I’m on a team with Koa and Ranger. Koa’s dad, our coach, can dunk the ball! Everyone in Koa’s family is good at basketball. They could probably play with their eyes closed! 
My dad is the assistant coach. He played basketball in high school. Dad says I should try lots of sports. I’ve tried hockey (too much falling) and soccer (too much sweating). In soccer, I didn’t wear my hearing aid, and it was hard to hear my coach yelling. Sometimes I got confused about which way to run.
Basketball will probably make me sweaty too. But I’m excited because my coach is deaf, and I will understand his sign language without my hearing aid! And even though basketballs bounce loudly, it won’t bother me because I can’t hear them.
Koa calls that Deaf gain. Deaf gain means finding all the cool and special things that come from being deaf, like not being bothered by loud noises. 
Today was our first practice. Coach showed us how to dribble and do a layup. Ranger and I practiced stealing the ball. I did some cool moves, like dribbling under my leg. But my layups could use some work because the hoop seemed so high.
Coach used a whiteboard and marker to teach us two plays. Number 1 means we do a “pick and roll.” It’s like your buddy is a superhero shield, stopping the bad guys so you can zoom past and score. Number 2 means we run “give and go.” I think it’s like tag, but the ball is “it.”
Dad says we need a lot of practice. I agree, especially if I want to score like LeBron James.
Coach taught us signs for player-to-player and zone. He said if we learn everything, later we can try a trick play. It’s going to be a fun season!

Slink’s Question Crawl
Duke’s curious caterpillar, Slink, loves to explore and ask questions. After each chapter, join Slink on his Question Crawl to discuss Duke’s challenges and learn more about the story!

1. Why is Duke excited to have a Deaf coach for basketball? 
2. How does Duke’s Deaf gain help him in basketball? Can you think of something special about you?
[image: image-placeholder]








  
  Chapter Two
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After practice, Dad handed out the game and snack schedules. We have six games this season. When it’s my snack day, I think I’ll bring chocolate chip muffins. Yum! 
The parents huddled up for a meeting. We shot some hoops while we waited for them to stop talking. Some parents looked worried. One dad even pointed at Coach, then shook his head. They didn’t seem excited like me.
Koa nudged me with his elbow and signed, What’s up over there? 
I shrugged and signed back, Maybe they’re planning our next ninja mission, I joked. But deep down, I guessed it was grown-up worries.
Dad waved us over to join the meeting. A parent said, “How will Coach communicate during the games?” Another asked if learning basketball by sign language would be too hard.
Coach smiled and signed in ASL, and Dad interpreted. “Basketball is about action. We’ve got signs for our plays, plus the whiteboard for drawing strategies or notes.” Coach flashed a thumbs-up. “We’re going to learn cool new things.”
Some parents nodded. Others still seemed unsure. Dad added, “This will make our team special. We’re going to be good at understanding each other.”
On my way home, I kept thinking about our team signs and the whiteboard. We were like superheroes, with secret messages and plans. This wasn’t just basketball anymore. I was ready for my secret mission.

Slink’s Question Crawl
1. Why were some parents worried during the meeting? Have you ever seen adults worry about something? What did you do?
2. How do Duke and his team use signs and the whiteboard? 
[image: image-placeholder]











  
  Chapter Three
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Koa jumps so high, I'm pretty sure he could touch the clouds. He's like our own mini Michael Jordan. It's awesome to watch. Koa and I are the only deaf players on the team, but that doesn't matter much in basketball. We use hand signals, our coaches draw plays on a whiteboard, and even the the referees use signs and gestures.  
We lost our first game, though. The other team was lightning fast and stole the ball because we didn’t dribble or run fast enough. One kid was shooting three-pointers like Steph Curry's long-lost cousin. Total beast mode! I threw what I thought was a perfect pass, but it rolled out of bounds because my teammate was busy tying his shoelace. Oops. 
During a timeout, Coach signed, Communicate. But what were we supposed to communicate? I was just trying to think about dribbling and shooting. 
One time, Koa didn't hear the buzzer and kept playing. He crashed into someone and got called for a foul. Coach had him sit on the bench, and some parents shook their heads, not looking happy. To me, it seemed a little unfair to bench Koa. But I guess Coach knows what he's doing, so I trusted him.
The second game felt more even, at first. We were just as tall and quick as the other team, but somehow, we still couldn't win. During the game, I spotted a chance to score. I waved my arms big and high, like I was trying to get an airplane to land right there on the court. But no one passed me the ball. I felt frustrated inside my chest. And yep, we lost that game too.
Basketball is tricky. You can't just shoot whenever you want. You have to learn what your job is and where to stand. One guy on our team hogs the ball like he thinks he's an NBA all-star. Coach wants us to pass three times before shooting. Teamwork, he always tells us during practice.
Outside the gym, I saw a frowning parent whispering something. I could tell it wasn't happy talk. He said, "This coach isn't working out for us. They're just kids, but still..." 
It made me feel a bit worried. What did he mean? Was something bad going to happen to Coach? It felt like a big storm was coming, even though the sky was clear.

Slink's Question Crawl
1. What did Coach mean when he signed, Communicate? How do you communicate with your friends or family when you need help?
2. How did Duke feel when his teammate didn't see his pass? 
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  Chapter Four
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At our next practice, we split into two groups. Dad worked with some kids on shooting, while Coach took a group for a different kind of drill. 
Coach started with the whiteboard. He drew a play, then pointed out exactly where each of us should go and who to pass to. It looked like our secret mission map, but instead of X marking the spot, it was us!
He also taught us new signs. A quick swipe of his hands meant, run back and play defense. Then, he put his hands up like he was blocking the sun and signed, This means get ready to block. Pushing his hands forward, he added, This means hustle for the rebound.
At school, it sometimes feels like everything moves fast, like I’m always racing to catch up. But on the basketball court, it's different. Koa and I understand the signs quickly—we use ASL every day. Ranger and the others are still figuring it out, looking like they're learning a new dance and stepping on each other's toes!
Games can get really loud with all the parents cheering, the basketballs bouncing, and shoes squeaking on the gym floor. But for me, Koa, and Coach, all that noise doesn't matter. We're using our vision instead, catching every move on the court. 
I watch where the ball goes, who's ready to catch a pass, and what moves the other team is making. Since the noise doesn’t distract me, I can focus on the game. It's like all the loud sounds turn down, and the only thing left is the basketball.
We watch for Coach's hand signs and how our teammates move. Some people say we have hearing loss, but we know better. Deaf gain feels like having a superpower that helps us see the game better than anyone else.

Slink's Question Crawl
1. Why is it easier for Duke and Koa to understand Coach's signs? Do you have something you're really good at that helps you?
2. How do loud noises in the gym affect Duke? Can you think of something that might bother others but not you?
[image: image-placeholder]
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