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  Introduction 

This book is a catalogue of most of the uniforms worn by the countries participating in the First World War, between 1914 and 1918. 

My objective was to gather a complete reference guide for illustrators, scriptwriters, historians or for all those who, like me, are simply interested in world history. 


Ruben Ygua 
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THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE OR CENTRAL POWERS 

Coalition formed by Germany, Austria-Hungary, Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria. 


                               GERMANY 

Unified in 1871 by the Prussian monarchy, Germany inherited the main problem of the Holy Empire and the Austrian monarchy: rivalry with France. After defeating Napoleon III and humiliating the French by proclaiming the German Empire in the halls of Versailles, Chancellor Bismarck feared France's vengeance, that was the beginning of the systems of alliances, political intrigues and international tension that passed into History as Armed Peace. We can say that this rivalry dragged the rest of the world into a war of unprecedented proportions. It was fought on most continents, in the oceans and, for the first time, in the air. 
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Austrian officers and soldiers in 1914 

                                         AUSTRIA- HUNGARY 

 The Austro-Hungarian empire entered the twentieth century with serious territorial disputes with its neighbors, to the south the Italians claimed the so-called "Unredeemed Italy", while in the Balkans were agitated strong nationalist currents. To the east the Russian tsar pressured the eastern provinces with the ambition of controlling Galicia and ancient Poland. From the west his traditional French enemy stalked, threatening to strangle central Europe, thanks to the Franco-Russian pact. It would be in the Balkans where the spark that would provoke the conflict would explode, following the Sarajevo attack, unleashing a deadly domino effect. 

Almost unwittingly, inevitably, Europe was plunged into a total war. 

From the first moment the Austro-Hungarian army revealed itself to be ill-prepared, and the disaster was only avoided after Germany sent aid, rejecting the Russians. 

In the Balkans, Serbia had stopped the Austrian offensive and everything indicated that it would not delay in counterattacking, while the Italian ally hesitated, opening secret conversations with French and English. Once again, Germany had to divert important contingents to intervene in Serbia, which would eventually be knocked out. Austria-Hungary was not prepared for war, and that would be fatal to it. 
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                                     OTTOMAN EMPIRE 

Punished by serious internal problems, such as the revolution of the Young Turks, the Ottoman Empire was not prepared to face a long-lasting war; this became evident after the disasters before the Russians in the Caucasus. 

The Allies assumed that it would be relatively easy to invade Turkey in a quick offensive from the Aegean in the direction of Constantinople, but they were surprised by the energetic attitude of a great general, Ataturk, who stopped the invasion at Gallipoli, delivering a hard blow to the Anglo-French. 

Accused of genocide in Armenia, and weakened by internal secessions, the sultan had to request German aid, which sent advisors and supplies, but nothing could prevent the series of defeats in the desert, where the Arabs, with effective English support, began a struggle for independence that would extend for two years. 

In 1917, although the Russian threat in the Caucasus disappeared during the Revolution, the Arabs seized Baghdad, Jerusalem and Mecca, and the Turkish army was retreating. In 1918, the Allies advanced from Macedonia,  and  the  English  entered  Damascus,  and  Aleppo,  while  their  fleet  threatened  to  bomb Constantinople. . Turkey ceased fighting. 



Turkish soldiers in the Caucasus- 1915 
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BULGARIA 


The  Bulgarian  government  wanted  to  recover  the  losses  suffered  in  the  recent  Balkan  War,  and  the outbreak of war seemed to give them that opportunity. By signing an alliance with the Central Powers, the Bulgarians participated in the Serbian campaign in 1915. 

Despite their country being occupied, the Serbs moved their army to Greece, from where they continued the  fight,  and  the  Macedonian  front  became  a  thorn  embedded  in  the  Bulgarian  southern  flank throughout the war. Victories in Romania did not change the course of the war, and after Greece officially entered the conflict, a powerful allied army advanced in the decisive 1918 offensive, which put Bulgaria out of combat. 


Bulgarian soldiers in 1915. Most of their equipment is of German origin. 
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The TRIPLE ENTENTE or ALLIED COUNTRIES 


The coalition was formed from the TRIPLE ENTENTE, signed in 1914, between France, Russia and the United Kingdom with the British Overseas Territories: Australia, India, Canada, Newfoundland, South Africa and New Zealand. Subsequently: Belgium and its colonies, Serbia, Italy, Romania, Portugal, the United States, Puerto Rico, Montenegro, and Japan joined the coalition. Brazil also entered the Entente, but did not send troops to the combat front, and limited itself to deploying medical teams to France and some naval patrol actions, opening its ports to allied ships. Some peoples that did not yet constitute an independent State also participated with irregular forces or militias at the service of other countries, such as Armenia, Czechoslovakia, Finland, Nepal, Siam and San Marino. 

                                           FRANCE 

The French government viewed with concern the growth of the German empire worldwide, because it had a population superior in number to the French, a thriving economy, and a strategic position in the European center, which seemed destined to the domination of the continent. The dismissal of the German Chancellor Bismarck and the signing of the Franco-Russian pact seemed to tip the balance for the French side. When the conflict began, the main French objective was to avoid the repetition of the campaign of 1871, for that reason the French army
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