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Prologue
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Have you ever heard a song that made you smile, or watched a show that felt like magic? That’s the kind of feeling Selena Gomez has been giving her fans for years. From her days as a Disney star to her rise as a world-famous singer and actress, Selena has shown the world her talent, kindness, and courage.

But her story isn’t just about glitter and fame. It’s about growing up, chasing big dreams, and finding ways to help others along the way. Whether she’s creating music, acting in movies, or starting her own beauty brand, Selena always brings her big heart to everything she does.

In this book, you’ll discover the amazing journey of a girl from Texas who became one of the most inspiring stars on the planet. Get ready to learn about her life, her challenges, and how she’s making the world a brighter place—one song, one smile, and one kind act at a time.
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Chapter 1: From Texas to the Big Stage
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Selena Gomez’s journey from a small town in Texas to the dazzling lights of big stages all over the world is a story full of dreams, hard work, and heart. She was born on July 22, 1992, in Grand Prairie, Texas—a quiet place where kids played in the yard and neighbors often knew each other by name. It wasn’t a fancy town with movie stars or flashing cameras, but it was full of warmth and family, and that’s where Selena’s story began. Her mom, Mandy, had Selena when she was just a teenager. Even though life was sometimes hard, Mandy always did her best to support Selena and encourage her dreams.

From a young age, Selena loved to perform. She would sing around the house, act out little scenes from shows, and put on performances for her family. She had a spark in her eyes whenever she was pretending to be someone else or singing a tune. Her mom noticed this and helped her follow that passion. Mandy was once an actress herself, so she knew how important it was to support her daughter's creativity. Even though they didn’t have a lot of money, Mandy worked hard to give Selena chances to chase her dreams.

Selena’s very first step into show business came when she was just a little kid. She auditioned for a TV show called Barney & Friends—yes, the same purple dinosaur that many little kids watched growing up! She got the part, and suddenly, she was acting right alongside the big purple dino. It was fun, exciting, and the perfect way for Selena to start learning how shows were made and what it was like to act on camera. She became friends with other young actors, including another future star named Demi Lovato.

After her time on Barney & Friends, Selena and her mom began traveling to auditions, sometimes driving hours just to try out for a role. There were lots of "no" answers along the way, but Selena didn’t give up. She kept trying, and one day, something amazing happened. She was picked for a role on a Disney Channel show! That show was called Wizards of Waverly Place, and it would change her life forever. She played Alex Russo, a funny, clever girl who also happened to be a wizard. The show became super popular, and Selena became a star almost overnight. Kids everywhere started watching her show, laughing at her jokes, and wishing they had magical powers too.

But acting wasn’t her only talent. Selena also loved music. While she was still filming her Disney show, she started recording songs and forming a band called Selena Gomez & The Scene. Her music was fun and full of energy, and her fans quickly fell in love with her voice. She went from singing in her bedroom in Texas to performing in front of huge crowds, with bright lights and loud cheers echoing through stadiums. She released hit after hit, and songs like “Love You Like a Love Song” and “Naturally” made it onto the charts and into people’s playlists.

As Selena grew older, she kept growing as a performer too. She started acting in movies, like Ramona and Beezus and Monte Carlo, and even produced her own TV shows. She didn’t stop with Disney—she reached for more and showed the world that she could do anything she set her mind to. She also began to write songs that were more personal and meaningful, like “Lose You to Love Me,” which told a story about her own feelings and struggles. People loved her honesty and the way she could turn her own experiences into music that touched others.

Even though she became famous and traveled the world, Selena never forgot where she came from. She often talks about how much her family means to her, how grateful she is for her mom’s support, and how proud she is to be from Texas. She stayed grounded, kind, and real, even while standing on the biggest stages. That’s one of the reasons why so many people, including kids, admire her—not just because she’s talented, but because she stayed true to herself.

From the quiet streets of Grand Prairie to the glittering stages of concerts and award shows, Selena’s journey shows that big dreams can come true with patience, hard work, and a lot of heart. She proves that it doesn’t matter where you start—what matters is that you keep going, believe in yourself, and never stop dreaming. Her story is like a real-life fairy tale, but even better—because it’s 100% true.
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Chapter 2: A Magical Start on Wizards of Waverly Place

[image: ]


Selena Gomez’s magical rise to fame truly sparkled when she landed the lead role in the Disney Channel show Wizards of Waverly Place. This show wasn’t just another step in her career—it was the moment that turned her into a household name for kids and families all over the world. The story of how Selena became Alex Russo, a teenage wizard with a sharp wit and a big heart, is one filled with charm, talent, and a lot of hard work behind the scenes.

Before Wizards of Waverly Place, Selena had already been on television in small roles, like her part on Barney & Friends, and she had made appearances on other shows. But when she auditioned for Disney Channel, they saw something truly special in her. She had a natural sparkle, the kind of personality that made people want to watch her, laugh with her, and cheer for her. Disney was looking for someone who could carry a whole show—someone funny, relatable, and lovable. Selena fit the part perfectly.

When Selena got the role of Alex Russo, she was only a teenager herself. She had to move to Los Angeles and begin filming right away. It was a big change from her life in Texas, but she was ready for the challenge. Alex was not your average Disney character—she was smart, sarcastic, independent, and always finding herself in tricky situations. But she was also brave, loyal, and funny, and Selena made her come to life with energy and charm. Kids everywhere saw a bit of themselves in Alex, and they loved watching her grow, learn spells, and handle being a wizard-in-training while also dealing with regular teenage problems.

The show told the story of the Russo family, who owned a sandwich shop in New York City and secretly had magical powers. Only one of the three Russo kids would get to keep their magic forever, so they had to train and compete to be the family wizard. Selena’s character, Alex, was the middle child who often got into trouble for using magic when she wasn’t supposed to. She had a mischievous side, but she also had a big heart, and her love for her family always showed through.

Selena worked hard to make Alex someone that kids could look up to, even with her flaws. She wasn’t perfect, and that made her real. Whether she was zapping herself into trouble with a spell gone wrong or trying to fix a mess she made, Alex always tried to do the right thing in the end. Selena brought comedy and emotion to the role, and her timing was so good that people laughed at her jokes and cried during the serious moments.

The show quickly became one of Disney Channel’s most popular series. Millions of kids tuned in to watch Alex, her brothers Justin and Max, their parents Jerry and Theresa, and all the magical adventures they had. Whether they were traveling through magical portals, saving the world, or simply learning lessons about friendship and honesty, every episode had a mix of fun and meaning. Selena was at the heart of it all.

Behind the scenes, Selena was also growing as a person. She was learning how to work long hours on set, memorize scripts, and perform in front of cameras and crews. She became friends with her co-stars and shared a lot of laughs between takes. But she also took her job seriously and gave her best every day. The show helped her become more confident and taught her a lot about acting, comedy, and leadership.

As Wizards of Waverly Place continued, Selena’s fame grew. Fans wrote letters, asked for autographs, and lined up to meet her. She wasn’t just Alex Russo anymore—she was a star. Disney Channel knew she was special, and they gave her more opportunities to shine. She started singing songs for the show and even performed the catchy theme song, “Everything is Not What It Seems,” which became a favorite among fans. It showed off her voice and her fun personality, and soon people were singing along every time the show came on.

Selena didn’t just act in the show—she became a big part of its success. When it came time to make a movie version called Wizards of Waverly Place: The Movie, she played a key role in bringing the story to the big screen. The movie was a huge hit and
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