

[image: cover]




  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      4 OF PENTACLES

    

    
      First edition. April 29, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Ali Noel Vyain.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8224691104

    

    
    
      Written by Ali Noel Vyain.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Alice Flowers Tarot Story 14:

4 of Pentacles

Ali Noel Vyain


4 of Pentacles

“There you are, Alice.”

“Hi, Madeline.”

“Here’s today’s card.”

Alice accepted it and looked at it. “Oh, it’s the 4 of Pentacles.”

Madeline nodded. Alice nodded and turned to go to her room. Madeline smiled at her back and then walked downstairs to check on Eliot in the greenhouse. He was there going over his notes and tending to the plants.

Madeline stopped and watched him. He didn’t seem to notice her. When he was at a good stopping place he looked over at her and nodded.

“Eliot, are you ready to start getting clients?”

“I think so.”

She smiled. “Alright, well I can get you started with some referrals. I know some of my tarot clients would like some herbal medicine. I also know you can do it. So, I will start doing so.”

“Okay. How soon will I have to start giving out the medicine?”

“Probably quite soon. I know some items can’t be found in the stores around here.”

“Alright. We do have some already made up. I hope that helps.”

“It does. I’ll let you know if we need other items people ask for. Otherwise, I’ll just tell you what they are dealing with.”

“Okay. I can handle that. Will I have to talk to them?”

She smiled. “Eventually, yes. For now, I can let them know we have some already made up. I’ll call you in if I’m not sure what they need and we don’t have it.”

He smiled. “Thanks, Madeline. That will help greatly.”

“Good. I know you’ll do the work. It’s just you haven’t dealt with people in this way. That will be the next thing you learn.”

“I’m willing to learn. I was hoping I could get some pointers from you, but if you’re too busy, then I'm sure we’ll work something else out.”

She shook her head. “I’m not too busy. I just get tired easier than you do.”

“I know. Good thing I’m patient with you.”

She smiled. “That helps.” She paused. “Perhaps we should start today. I’ll let my clients know I won’t be doing that part of the business anymore.”

He nodded.

She stared at him. “So, do you think I’m getting too old and need to retire?”

“Uh, I don’t know how old you are. I have noticed that you walk slowly and carefully. It’s not my place to tell you when to retire.”

“Good answer.”

“I also know you don’t like being sick. I hope you at least know when to ask for help.”

“Ah, so you do get it. Alright, I’ll keep it in mind that you’re here and so is my niece. I’m just so used to doing everything.”

“Madeline, you don’t have to do everything anymore. Alice and I are here and we can do more if you need us to.”

“I’ll keep that in mind.”

Alice studied the card and looked between the three different versions of it on her desk. She took notes and couldn’t help but to think of her mother. The card showed someone who was in need of planning ahead for financial security and protection, but they could be acting and pretending to be something they were not.

Alice sighed. She knew how greedy her mother could be. She couldn’t understand charity. Alice sighed again. The card meant to love wealth and possessions and it could be to the point of greed and obsession.

She paused in her studies and frowned. She never wanted to be greedy. She certainly wanted to be financially secure and have the protection that could provide her. She didn’t care about being rich. She blinked knowing now would be a good time to plan ahead for the future.

“A penny for your thoughts.”

Alice blinked and looked up to see her aunt standing in her open doorway. “Hi, Madeline. What is it?”

“Well, you mentioned you wanted to start doing tarot readings. I was wondering when you’d like to start.”

“Oh. I’m not sure. Do I know the cards well enough?”

Madeline smiled. “We can start with just us and perhaps Eliot too. Just some practice ones. I’m sure you do know the cards well enough to get started. It’s okay if you don’t see everything just yet. I will help you too, but you will read the cards first.”

“Okay, that sounds good.” She blinked. “I’ve noticed with this card that it has a lot to do with planning for the future. Planning for a secure and protective financial future. It also means a love of wealth and possession which could get to the point of being greed and obsession.”

Madeline nodded. “Very good. Anything else?”

“It can mean someone is pretending to be something they are not. The reverse meaning has to do with financial loss and an inability to gain wealth. It can also mean hoarding and being miserly.”

“Very good. I think you’ll be fine with a practice reading.” She turned and left the room.

Alice blinked. She smiled and felt relieved that she would be starting practice readings soon. She just didn’t know when she would have clients of her own. Until then, she would keep studying the cards. She typed up her notes on her tablet computer and continued until it was time to eat in the kitchen with her roommates.

Madeline just finished a reading for a client when they mentioned needing some herbal medicine.

“Madeline, I can’t find it in the store anymore. Do you have it here?”

Madeline blinked. “I believe so. Eliot is taking over for me and he does keep many things in stock here that can’t be found in stores.” She sent him a message. She blinked when he answered her back.

“Oh, we do have that one. He’ll be here shortly with it.”

The client smiled. “That’s such a relief. It’s been so helpful in years past and then I just ran out.”

Eliot entered the tarot reading room with a small bottle. He showed it to the client.

“Yes, that’s the right stuff. How much?”

Madeline set the price.

“That’s reasonable too. I knew there was a reason I keep coming back.” The client paid, accepted the bottle and soon left the house.

Madeline smiled at Eliot. “That wasn’t so bad, was it?”

He shook his head. “I hope that helps.”

She nodded. “It will. I’ve known that person for quite a long time. It’s just a quirk their body has and that herbal remedy works for them.”

He smiled. “I don’t know all those little things about people as you do.”

“You just haven’t lived as long as I have. It takes time to get to know people. I wouldn’t be surprised if they will become your client fully after I’m gone.”

“Please don’t talk about you being gone, Madeline.”

She smiled. “Eliot, it will happen sooner or later. There is no denying it.”

“I know.”

“You’re not ready for me to go?”

“No, I’m not. What if I don’t have enough clients when you die?”

She smiled. “Then I will help you find more.”

“You’ll stay in the house and talk to both Alice and me as a ghost?”

“Yes, I will. It’s the least I can do for you both.”

“Alright, that helps.”

She sent a message to Alice. “Have a seat, Eliot. I think it’s time that Alice tries a practice reading.”

He smiled and sat down. Alice walked in a few moments later. She sat down where Madeline gestured. Eliot sat opposite of them.

Madeline grabbed a deck and handed it to Alice. “Eliot, what would you like to know? You don’t have to tell us out loud, unless you want to.”

He smiled and watched Alice shuffled the deck. He thought a moment. He wasn’t sure at first if he wanted to ask it out loud. Eventually, he formed a question in his mind. He wondered what would happen to Alice soon.

“Okay, I’m ready, but I don’t want to ask my question out loud.”

Alice nodded. She finished shuffling the deck and then drew three cards. She turned them over one by one and set the deck to the side. The first card was Death. The second one was Temperance and the third was the Lovers. She blinked as she looked over the cards.

She took a deep breath. “So, there’s a transformation that took place in the recent past and now currently there is balance in the present. The future shows a healthy and stable relationship.” She blinked.

He smiled. “Sounds good to me.”

She smiled and continued to study the cards. “Wait, someone you love has been through a transformation. That’s what this first card is. It wasn’t easy for them, but now they are balanced better than in the past. They feel stable, secure and safe. In the future, you will have a good healthy relationship with this person. It appears to be strongly romantic.”

Eliot beamed. “Anything to add, Madeline?”

Madeline smiled. “I think she did a good job. Are you going to share your question with us?”

He answered, “I asked what would happen to Alice soon.”

Alice gasped. “Oh, I see it now. Yes, I do feel as if I went through a rough transformation and now I feel balanced. As for the last card, I don’t know what to say.”

Eliot said, “It’s okay. There’s no rush. I think we’re fine as we are right now.”

She nodded. “Thanks. That helps.”

Madeline said. “Well, you both did well today. Eliot had an herbal medicine ready that a client needed today. And now Alice is starting to read tarot cards. We’ll have to do more tomorrow. That should be enough for today.” She stood up.

Alice asked, “Are you tried already, Madeline?”

Madeline blinked. “Yes, I am. I think I’ll just go to bed. I trust you two will be fine until tomorrow morning without me.” She soon left the room.

Eliot looked at Alice. “Well, good job.”

“Eliot, that was sneaky to ask that question of me.”

“So, it was, but I was curious.”

“I know you are.”

“Well, next time, I’ll ask something different. I don’t want to make you uncomfortable.”

“I’d appreciate that.”

“In the meantime, we could go for a walk now.”

She smiled. “Good idea.”

They got their cloaks and soon were outside walking in the garden. The moon was out and it lighted their way. They were happy together. Even the neighborhood cats could tell. They greeted the elves and the elves greeted the cats.

Eliot said, “I hope your day was fine other than my sneaky question.”

She laughed. “It was. I was studying the 4 of Pentacles and remembered how full of herself my mother is. And how greedy she can be.”

“Oh, that’s not good. Is she that materialistic?”

Unfortunately, yes. She never did understand charity. She was always stingy with me. Not that I think she should give me everything. I’m not entitled, but she acts as if she is.”

“Oh, that must have been hard living with her.”

“It was. I don’t miss her or her attitude. I never cared to be rich, but I don’t want to worry about whether I can eat or not. I’d prefer to earn my own money so I can take care of myself.”

“You’re just as independent as Madeline.”

She smiled. “Yeah, I get along better with her than I ever did with my mother. It’s really too bad they can’t get along.”

“Sometimes relationships just don’t work and there’s nothing we can do other than accept that and let go.”

She nodded. “I know. I’m doing my best at that.”

Mr. Flowers and James Austen saw the young elves and smiled. They didn’t worry about that relationship as it was already quite healthy. The ghosts expected good things to come from both Alice and Eliot.
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