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Chapter 1

SETTING THE STAGE

“CAP” CARD

Basketball was created by James Naismith, a New England physical education instructor. It is fitting that basketball was introduced at Trinity College by a New England–trained physical education professor.

Wilbur “Cap” Card graduated from Trinity College in 1900 and went north to Harvard, where he graduated from the Sargent Normal School of Physical Education in 1902. He came back to Trinity in 1902 to become director of physical education, a position he held until his retirement in 1948.

GETTING STARTED

“Cap” Card introduced basketball to Trinity College in January 1906. The school newspaper, The Chronicle, explained the new sport to the uninitiated on January 30.

It is well-nigh a certainty that Trinity is to have another game added to her list of athletic sports in the near future. The game in question is basket ball, one of the most fascinating and most intensely interesting indoor sports known today. Next to football it probably holds the constant attention of the spectators more than any other game. Anyone witnessing it will never forget it. The play is extremely fast and vigorous, yet open enough for an onlooker to follow the movement of the ball and the players…. In it a man of small stature has about an equal chance with a larger man; yet, of course an extremely quick, large man has somewhat of an advantage over an opponent of smaller size. Basket ball should appeal to a larger number of students than does base ball, for although it requires a great deal of skill, it is more readily adapted to unskilled players than is that game. Yet not everyone is a successful basket ball player, for everyone does not possess great activity, nerve and endurance, the three prime essentials of a good player.

THE FIRST GAME

After just few weeks of practicing, Trinity decided to test its mettle against the outside world. The first intercollegiate game was played March 2, 1906, and the opponent was Wake Forest College. The game was played in the Angier B. Duke gym, a tiny facility, which measured only 32 feet by 50 feet. Wake Forest had more experience than Trinity and easily handled the less-experienced Trinity team 24–10. Wake led 18–3 at the half.

The Chronicle wrote, “Trinity’s defeat was due largely to the inexperience of the team, this being the first intercollegiate basketball contest in which she has ever engaged. Lack of confidence on the part of the home team made itself very evident in the first half. The game was an unusually clean one from start to finish. Very few fouls were called, and roughness was rare.”

H. E. SPENCE

One of the participants offered his assessment of the first game. Trinity’s H. E. Spence wrote in the 1950s, “[I]t was very difficult to throw goals when your guard was tattooing your ribs with his elbow, bumping you with his hip, stepping on your toe or grabbing you by the belt. The only fouls which were certain to be called were when two men ganged up on one, or when a man put both arms around the man he was guarding. Otherwise, he could hold, push and pull all he pleased. There were few fouls called for hacking, tripping, blocking, charging or even cross-hipping.”

GOING SLOW

Trinity maintained a low profile in basketball for two decades. “Cap” Card coached only 47 games in seven seasons before giving up the coaching position. Trinity’s schedule included a handful of high schools and YMCA teams.

Card was replaced by a succession of coaches, 10 between 1913 and 1928. The opponents were all local. Trinity occasionally played teams from neighboring states but didn’t play a team from out of its immediate geographic area until the 1920s. Trinity did win 20 games in 1917, against only four losses. However, nine of the wins were against YMCAs or athletic clubs.

NOT MUCH OF A RIVALRY

On January 24, 1920, Trinity played its first game against the University of North Carolina, located only eight miles to the west. The Duke–North Carolina series is widely regarded as college basketball’s top rivalry, but the beginning of the rivalry was inauspicious. North Carolina won the game 36–25.

UNC went big time in college basketball well before Trinity, and the results of that decision are indicated in the record books. North Carolina dominated the Mid-Atlantic for much of the 1920s, including an undefeated season in 1924. Included in that dominance was a 16-game winning streak against Trinity/Duke.

THE BLUE DEVILS

Duke’s athletic teams have a distinctive nickname, the “Blue Devils.” The name does not have any religious origin. The Blue Devils were a French Alpine fighting unit in World War I, well known for their courage and fighting spirit. They toured the United States in 1917 and 1918, raising money for the war effort. Irving Berlin even wrote a song about them. In 1921 the school newspaper began arguing that the traditional nickname “Methodists” was too bland for a time already becoming known as the Roaring Twenties. They wanted something catchier, something more distinctive. The student body in the early 1920s contained numerous war veterans, who were quite familiar with the Blue Devils of France. After several years of debate, the nickname was adopted in 1923.

STEPPING UP

Trinity College became Duke University in 1924. A new gym, Card Gymnasium, was built for basketball. Most importantly, in 1928 Duke joined the Southern Conference, the dominant athletic conference in the South. University president William Few wanted Duke to excel in sports but in such a way that would “integrate the sports of youth with the whole program of the university.” Few laid out the philosophy that would guide Duke basketball into the 21st century. The stage was set for Duke to join the world of big-time college basketball.

EDDIE CAMERON

Duke’s first big-time basketball coach was 26-year-old Eddie Cameron. He came to Duke in 1926 as an assistant football coach. He would stay at the school in one capacity or another for almost 50 years. He took over the basketball program in the autumn of 1928.

GLOWING RECOMMENDATION

Eddie Cameron interviewed at Duke in the spring of 1925, shortly after graduating from Washington and Lee. That school’s president, Henry Louis Smith, highly recommended Cameron.

“I regard him as exceptionally qualified to be a high-class coach and guide a gentleman’s team in any high-class institution. Nothing dishonorable or doubtful in ethics, ideals, or practice of an athletic team will be countenanced or allowed by such a young leader.”

BILL WERBER

Eddie Cameron inherited some first-rate talent when he became head basketball coach in 1928. At the top of the list was Bill Werber, a native of Maryland who had come to Duke to play baseball. Werber arrived at Duke when the school was in the middle of an ambitious construction boom. It created some problems, Werber would write:

I was expecting to find a tranquil green oasis, magnolia trees, lilac bushes, and ivy-covered walls. Instead Duke was a mess… woe betide the errant or hasty walker on a rainy day. His clothes spattered and wet, he suffered… misery by becoming mired in mud. Dormitory doors were innocent of hardware, so when the wind blew at night, which it frequently did, those doors would bang, bang, bang down one side of the corridor and up the other, never in unison. Sometimes this clatter would continue all night long. The riveters would start on the steel work at the crack of dawn. All this plus the heat, dust, noise, and confusion, was just too much. Harry [teammate Harry Councillor] and I almost decided to pack up and go home. Duke, in September, 1926, was a sorry looking place.
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Eddie Cameron

Werber thought it over and stayed. The baseball part worked out well for Werber. He was a standout infielder at Duke. After graduation he would play 11 seasons in the major leagues, leading the American League in stolen bases three times. Famed baseball scout Paul Krichell once said that Werber “had the best baseball legs I ever saw, including [Ty] Cobb.” Werber put that speed and athleticism to work for the basketball team. He excelled as a scorer, defender, and ball handler and was a key part of Duke’s early success in the Southern Conference. In 1930 Werber became Duke’s first basketball All-American.

COACH AND STAR

Fortunately for Duke, the new coach and the star player hit it off right away. Bill Werber felt that Eddie Cameron was “well-developed mentally, low-key, but with unusually good judgment. The ball players liked him and wanted to work with him. We all loved him and would never let him down.”

Cameron was equally complimentary toward his star.

“The best player I ever coached was Bill Werber. Bill was a real scrapper. Bill was a student of the game. He paid enormous attention to details, to movements of other players. He was never surprised in a game. If anything opened up between him and the basket, he’d drive like anything for it, knowing he’d either get fouled or score.”

THAT’LL GET HIS ATTENTION

In the early 1930s Duke was preparing to play North Carolina. Concerned with UNC’s big center “Tiny” Harper, Bill Werber and Harry Councillor practiced throwing a ball at the head of Duke center Joe Crosson, who would duck as the ball approached him. At the beginning of the game with UNC, Werber fired a ball at Crosson’s head. He ducked and the ball hit Harper flush in the face, temporarily stunning him. The big man was strangely passive the rest of game.

IMMEDIATE SUCCESS

Eddie Cameron had immediate success at Duke. His first team ended its regular season with a modest 9–7 mark but qualified for the Southern Conference Tournament. The Southern Conference had 23 teams in those days so a postseason tournament involving the top teams was the only rational way to determine a champion. The tournament was held in Atlanta.

Duke opened with a win over Alabama and followed with wins over North Carolina and Georgia. The team didn’t have much depth, and the five starters played virtually the entire time. Duke ran out of gas in the finals against North Carolina State and fell 43–35.

Cameron ended the long drought against North Carolina. In fact, Cameron won six of his first seven games against UNC. For the first time, the rivalry really was a rivalry.

Cameron’s second team put together an 18–2 mark, still one of the top winning percentages in school history. Unlike some pre-Cameron teams, this club compiled the mark against top-level intersectional competition. Duke’s only losses were to Washington and Lee and Alabama, the latter in the Southern Conference Tournament finals. Bill Werber described his senior team as “a very aggressive and scrappy small group of young men who did not take the floor expecting to lose.”

FIRST INTERSECTIONAL WIN

Before Eddie Cameron’s arrival, most of Duke’s opponents were local teams from North Carolina or surrounding Mid-Atlantic states. This began to change in the early 1930s. One of the first high-profile intersectional games played by Duke was a 1930 match against Loyola of Chicago. Loyola had gone 16–0 in 1929 and entered the 1930 eastern tour with a 34-game winning streak. They suffered losses to Duquesne and Georgetown, followed by a one-point win over North Carolina.

Loyola impressed observers with their discipline and poise. One area writer noted, “When they cut the ball loose, there was a purpose. None of their shots were wild chances. Their passes were deliberately aimed.”

Most of their passes were aimed at their star center Charles Murphy. One contemporary account raved, “Charles Murphy, the elongated center of the Loyolans, easily the greatest performer to ever perform in the Duke gymnasium, was just about the whole show for the visiting team.” Murphy scored 19 points, a stunning total for 1930. Duke’s big man Joe Crosson answered Murphy basket for basket. The contest was tied several times after intermission, the last time at 22–22. Crosson scored three times inside to give Duke a 28–22 lead. Loyola cut the margin to 29–27, but a Crosson free throw sealed the game and made the final score 30–27. Crosson ended with 14 points. The big win propelled the 1930 Duke team to an 18–2 record.

“MOUSE” EDWARDS

Fred “Mouse” Edwards was fan favorite in the late 1930s. A natural comic, Edwards kept his teammates in stitches. Teammate John Hoffman describes him as a “strange-looking guy, always cutting up.” The irrepressible Edwards spent much of the game talking to referees, scorekeepers, and opposing players. His best-known escapade occurred in 1938 against Florida. Driving to the basket, Edwards was stripped of the ball by a Florida defender. Nonetheless he continued toward the Duke goal.

“He kept his right hand moving up and down, in his best dribbling form,” Hoffman recalls. “As he reached the goal, Edwards wrapped both hands around the imaginary ball and pitched it toward the basket. And then actor Fred stared in utter amazement as no ball went through the hoop.”

The crowd went wild.

NEVER A DULL MOMENT

The 1938 Duke team was arguably the most exciting team in Eddie Cameron’s tenure. Duke sports information director Ted Mann dubbed this group the “Never a Dull Moment” team. Cameron had to replace most of his key players from the previous year. He was faced with putting together a cohesive unit from football players Bob O’Mara and Fred “Mouse” Edwards, baseball player Fred “Dutch” Bergman, second-year law student John Hoffman, and local boy Ed Swindell.

The 1938 season was the first year when they did not hold a center jump after made baskets, but players had become accustomed to numerous brief breaks in the game. Now they had to learn how to pace themselves differently.

“It became difficult to play the whole game,” Hoffman says. “Very few players could go the distance.”

Duke was unusually erratic that season. A two-week period when they lost to Davidson 40–22 and turned around and beat the Kentucky Wildcats 52–28 was typical of that year. Duke hovered around .500 all season. One local writer noted, “Duke has well-earned the cognomen of the ‘unpredictable.’ The wisest and most conservative of the sports writers have thrown up their hands in despair in trying to solve Duke’s performance.”

After a season of on-again, off-again play, Duke jelled in time for the tournament. Duke opened with a 44–33 upset of North Carolina State and their star Connie Mack Berry, a future Chicago Bear. Duke trailed Maryland most of their semifinal match, but Edwards came up big down the stretch, and Duke pulled off another upset 35–32.

Duke had advanced to the Southern Conference Tournament finals in 1929, 1930, 1933, and 1934 but had come up short every time. They finally pulled off a title in 1938. Duke was as loose as the proverbial goose before the title game. Cameron noted that his guys “were having a gleeful time. I found them forming a chorus and doing pretty well.”

Swindell scored 14 points, Edwards added a dozen, and Duke cruised to a 40–30 win over Clemson. For some reason the All-Tournament team was selected at halftime of the finals. Duke had no representative on the team. Cameron informed his players of this fact at halftime and added, “You can’t win anything except championships, so you need to win that if you’re going to get anything out of this.” Duke already led 20–11 at the half. Suitably inspired, they scored the first eight points after intermission to break open the game.

Hoffman remains proud of Duke’s first championship team.

“Duke was a football school then, but I think we helped give basketball some recognition,” he explains. “We definitely helped start something.”

NEW PLACE TO PLAY

On January 1, 1939, the undefeated, untied, and unscored-upon Duke football team traveled to Pasadena to play the University of Southern California in the Rose Bowl. Duke lost a heartbreaker 7–3. What does this have to do with basketball? Well, Duke made enough money from the game to finally begin construction on a new basketball facility to replace tiny Card Gymnasium, which had been built in the 1920s.

The Indoor Stadium had been under consideration for years, but the Great Depression had made money tight so the facility remained only a dream through much of the 1930s. Supposedly Eddie Cameron drew up plans for a new facility on the back of a matchbox. The original plan called for 4,000 seats, then 5,000, and then 8,000. Some thought the latter total was overly ambitious. Horace Trumbauer was the Philadelphia-based architect who designed much of the new construction on the Duke campus in the 1920s. Hired for the Indoor Stadium project, Trumbauer argued, “I think the sittings for 8,000 people is rather liberal. Yale has in its new gymnasium a basket ball court for 1,600.” Duke officials thought otherwise and wisely went for a larger facility. Construction was completed in less than one year at a cost of about $400,000. (By contrast, Raleigh’s RBC Center, which opened in 1999 and hosts North Carolina State’s home games, cost around $158 million.) Another football bowl game, the 1945 Sugar Bowl, gave Duke enough money to finish paying for the building. It was the largest basketball facility on the East Coast south of Philadelphia’s Palestra.

DEDICATING THE STADIUM

The Duke Indoor Stadium opened on January 6, 1940, a bitterly cold Saturday. Opening ceremonies were scheduled for 8:00 p.m. Ironically, the keynote address was delivered by University of North Carolina dean Robert B. House, who represented the Southern Conference. Precisely at 8:00 p.m., as House and other dignitaries made their way to the podium, the Indoor Stadium was plunged into darkness. A blown fuse caused a 10-minute power outage. Earlier in the week, North Carolina State’s Thompson Gymnasium had suffered a similar blackout during a game. Courtside observers waggishly speculated that the new arena wasn’t willing to concede anything to existing facilities.

Observers were wowed by the new building. The lower bleacher level was reserved for students, a successful arrangement that continues to this day. The upper level consisted of reserved “theater seats.” This was the first time Duke had reserved seats. No longer was it necessary for fans to sit through a freshman preliminary game in order to have good seats for the main event.

GLEN PRICE

The first game in the Indoor Stadium was between Duke and Princeton. Duke forward Glen Price scored the first points in the Indoor Stadium with a free throw. Moments later he followed with the first field goal, for a 3–0 Duke lead. Price went on to score 13 points as Duke defeated the visitors 36–27. In 1972 the Indoor Stadium was renamed for Eddie Cameron. It is regarded as one of the nation’s top college basketball facilities. Duke has won more than 84 percent of the home games played since it opened.

THE DURHAM HIGH SCHOOL GANG

Durham High School is located only a few miles from the Duke campus. In the late 1930s Durham High School had one of the nation’s top prep teams, winning 69 consecutive games. Duke allowed the team to play its home games on campus and set about recruiting as many of the teams’ players as they could. Duke succeeded in bringing in Bob Gantt, Gordon Carver, and brothers Cedric and Garland Loftis. All became top players at Duke. One of their teammates was John Seward, a native of Newport News, Virginia.

“If there was a Durham boy open and I was open, I didn’t get the ball,” Seward remembers. “The Durham boy did. I got them in the locker room and said, ‘I’m here to play basketball just like you. If I don’t get the ball when I’m open, then I’m coming after you.’ I started getting the ball.”

“BONES” MCKINNEY

Although Duke was able to successfully recruit many of the local boys, the Blue Devils lost the top player from the Durham High School team.

“I lived a block from the Duke campus, and like that Duke Blue Devil, I lived and died with their football team,” Horace “Bones” McKinney explained. “As a kid I had sold drinks in the stands just to get a ticket to see their games. I had played basketball in the Duke gym and knew all the boys on the Duke team. If I was wearing anything but Duke blue when I walked past the Duke Chapel, I felt like Benedict Arnold.”

Eddie Cameron wanted McKinney in the worst way, but North Carolina State convinced McKinney to defect to Raleigh. After World War II, McKinney transferred to the University of North Carolina and later played six seasons in the NBA before coaching Wake Forest to the 1962 Final Four.

CAMERON’S LAST SEASON

The 1941–1942 team certainly had its share of distractions to contend with. The 1941 Duke football team went undefeated and earned a bid to the Rose Bowl. On December 7 the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, propelling the United States into World War II. The Rose Bowl was canceled and then rescheduled for Duke’s campus. Eddie Cameron, still an assistant football coach, had to juggle both sports, while star center Bob Gantt’s football obligations largely kept him off the hardcourt until January.

Gantt’s absence was partially responsible for a 57–41 loss to Temple in the third game of the season. Duke then reeled off a 13-game winning streak. George Washington ended the streak with a 55–53 win, but Duke finished the regular season with three more wins, including a 41–40 nailbiter over UNC in Cameron’s last home game.

Duke finished the season in fine style, defeating Washington and Lee 59–41, Wake Forest 54–45, and North Carolina State 45–34 for Cameron’s third and final Southern Conference title. Duke ended the season 22–2, which still ranks as the fourth-best single-season winning percentage in Duke history.

The NCAA Tournament had started in 1939, and it was comprised of just eight teams, only one from the South. Despite going 22–2 and winning the Southern Conference title, the 1942 Duke team did not receive one of those coveted eight spots. Kentucky took the spot reserved for a Southern school. In fact, despite capturing three Southern Conference titles, Eddie Cameron never coached a postseason game.

Shortly after Pearl Harbor Duke’s football coach Wallace Wade joined the United States Army. Cameron took over as head coach of the Duke football team and gave up the basketball team. He ended his hoops career with a 226–99 record. Only Mike Krzyzewski has won more games at Duke.





Chapter 2

BUILDING THE PROGRAM

GERRY GERARD

Eddie Cameron gave up basketball in the early days of World War II. Duke had no desire to initiate a major search under these trying conditions. They literally looked down the hall and found Kenneth Carlyle “Gerry” Gerard—Cameron’s assistant coach, a physical education professor, the head soccer coach, and the head of the school’s intramural sports program. Schools got lots of mileage out of their coaches in those days. Gerard had been at Duke since 1931 but had been Cameron’s assistant for only two seasons. A native of Indiana, Gerard had played football at Illinois as a reserve halfback. He frequently claimed that his primary responsibility was to give water to the starting halfback, the immortal Red Grange.

Gerard was known for his dry wit. On a Duke media questionnaire, he answered the question “favorite cigarette” with “stumps.” His “favorite brand of beer” was “plenty.” “Do you prefer blondes, brunettes, or redheads?” Gerard answered, “brunette wives and blonde babies.”

WORLD WAR II HOOPS

Gerry Gerard’s first three seasons as head coach were during World War II. Opponents included such previously unheard of foes as Carolina Preflight, Camp Butner, the Charleston Coast Guard Station, and the Norfolk Naval Air Station. Players came and went. Some players with military obligations could only play on weekends.

Travel restrictions kept crowds at a bare minimum. An account of one game complains, “There were not more than 100 spectators on hand, in addition to a small band of students. It was a fraternity meeting night and no co-ed night, the feminine students being confined to quarters on Monday nights.”

“There definitely is not as much interest in basketball as there was before the war,” Eddie Cameron observed in 1944. “The crowds at Duke have amounted to only a handful.”

In 1944 Duke ended the regular season 10–13, but eight of the losses were to military bases. The Devils then proceeded to defeat William and Mary, North Carolina State, and North Carolina for the Southern Conference title.

On January 23, 1945, Duke lost to Norfolk Training Station 59–37. Former Blue Devil Bob Gantt led the Sailors with 12 points.

BOB GANTT

In the 1930s and 1940s many of Duke’s top basketball players were not hoops specialists. Seasons were shorter, and top athletes commonly played two or even three sports. Bob Gantt was one of the most successful multisport stars. The Durham native starred for Duke’s football team as an All-America end in the 1940s. In 1942 Look magazine called him “Dixie’s Finest Athlete.” Gantt spent his autumns on the football field and his springs on the track, where he was a Southern Conference champion in both the discus and the shot put.

Cold weather found Gantt on the basketball court. The 6-foot-3 212-pounder was Duke’s starting center. He averaged more than 10 points per game as a junior and senior and won Eddie Cameron’s praise as “the finest under-the-basket player I have seen in 18 years.”

“I never got tired of practicing and training,” Gantt claimed. “I always felt my opponents were just as tired as I was. I just had to keep going.”

Gantt also is the answer to a trivia question. After serving in the United States Navy during World War II and before beginning a long career as a hospital administrator, Gantt played 23 games for the 1947 Washington Capitals. Duke’s first NBA player averaged three points per game for the Caps.

GORDON CARVER

Perhaps no Duke athlete better epitomizes the war years better than Gordon Carver. Like Bob Gantt, Carver was a Durham native who competed in football, basketball, and track. Carver came along just after Gantt and the Loftis brothers. Carver was an outstanding student. He was accepted to Duke on an academic scholarship and planned to be a surgeon so he didn’t want to risk his hands by playing sports. He was a hard sell for Wallace Wade and Eddie Cameron, but they persevered and convinced him to continue his sporting career.

They got an exceptional athlete. Carver started out playing baseball in the spring, but Wade convinced him that track was better for his conditioning. Carver ran the 100-yard dash in 9.7 seconds. He was a quarterback who helped Duke lead the nation in scoring in 1943. Carver graduated in three years and entered Duke Medical School as part of the Navy’s V-12 program. Thus, he was in medical school and the Navy while playing football and basketball at Duke. Of course, by this time Wade’s decision to serve in the military meant that Cameron was now the football coach and Gerry Gerard the basketball coach. North Carolina football coach Carl Snavely so feared Carver’s abilities as a defensive back that he told his team, “Don’t throw the ball near Gordon, because he is not only a good defensive halfback but a basketball player, a track man, and he can jump higher and run faster than anyone on our team.”

The 6-foot-1 Carver was a standout on the hardcourt. He led Duke in scoring in 1944 and was All-Southern Conference in 1944 and 1945. His greatest game came New Year’s Day 1944 when he scored 27 points at Madison Square Garden against local favorites Long Island University. Duke led most of the game, but LIU tied it at the buzzer and won 59–57 in overtime. New York writer Sam Davis wrote, “Carver is one of the finest floor men I’ve seen and in addition is one of the most uncanny shots basketball fans ever have seen in the Garden.”

TAKING THE GARDEN

The January 1, 1944, game against Long Island was Duke’s first appearance in fabled Madison Square Garden. Although Hall of Fame LIU coach Clair Bee missed the 1944 season because of military service, Long Island was still a high-profile opponent.

Duke didn’t have much time for sightseeing. All of the players were in the Navy’s V-12 officer’s training program and Navy rules limited absences from campus to 48 hours. Duke arrived by train late, only a few hours before game time. Duke jumped to a 33–28 halftime lead and extended it to 44–35 with 10 minutes left. Duke tried to milk the clock, but it backfired. Long Island came back and tied the game at 48–48, 50–50, and 51–51. Gene Bledsoe gave Duke a 53–51 lead with 30 seconds left, but LIU tied it at the buzzer. Duke ran out of gas in the overtime and lost 59–57. Gordon Carver ended with 27 points, the most point scored by a college player in the Garden that season. The crowd of more than 16,000 was the largest ever to see the Blue Devils play at the time.

Associated Press’s Orlo Robertson wrote, “Carver is one of the best shots we have seen in the Garden all season.

“I think Duke would have done better if they had played the same rushing game in the last 10 minutes of the game as they did in the first 10 minutes.”

DUKE’S P.O.W.

John Seward attended high school in Newport News, Virginia. His high school played a few games against college freshman teams. In 1940 his team visited Duke, and Seward was so impressive that he was offered a scholarship. He entered Duke along with the Durham High School contingent of Bob Gantt and the Loftis brothers.

Seward made the Southern Conference All-Tournament team in 1943. He then left Duke to serve in the U.S. Army. As a member of the 103rd Infantry, Seward was captured by Germans in 1944. He was a prisoner of war until liberated in April 1945, only weeks before the war’s end. He came back to Duke and starred on the 1946 and 1947 teams. Seward averaged about 13 points per game. In 1946 he made the All-Southern Conference Team.

FULL HOUSE

The Duke Indoor Stadium opened in 1940. The Great Depression and World War II combined to keep down attendance. Duke’s first home sell-out wasn’t until February 28, 1947, when Duke hosted North Carolina. The capacity crowd of 8,800 was touted as the largest crowd to ever see a college basketball game in the South. To the disappointment of most in attendance, Duke fell 57–47 to North Carolina and their euphoniously named center, Nemo Nearman, who scored 14 points. Duke star Ed Koffenberger, playing his final home game, led Duke with 14 points.

NO GAME TONIGHT

Duke was scheduled to play North Carolina State on January 27, 1948, in a key Southern Conference contest. Everett Case was in his second year in Raleigh, and he had turned State into a national power. His high-scoring fast-break offense not only won games, but also excited fans. Too much so on occasion. Reynolds Coliseum was still under construction in 1948, and tiny Thompson Gymnasium couldn’t handle the demand. On the day before the game the local newspaper noted, “Less than 50 tickets will be available to the general public with most of the 4,000 seats being occupied by students, wives, dates, and alumni.”

Unfortunately, 4,000 people were too many. On the morning of the game North Carolina Insurance commissioner William P. Hodges informed State officials that Thompson Gym could not be
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