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“If you think that Jesus Christ is coming – honey you’ve got another thing coming. If he ever finds out who’s hijacked his name – he’ll cut out his heart and turn in his grave” – Lyric from the song “Armageddon Days Are Here Again “, by ‘The The’ (a band formed by Matt Johnson)


Hello dear reader. As I write this from a country cottage in Ireland, I see the sun shining upon this ancient land, and I thank God for the opportunity to see such beauty. Yet, what is this societal paradigm of chaos and greed we were been into? It appears mega-banks and mega-corporations rule the economic world. Where do we turn for spiritual nourishment? Atheism, godless scientism, and corporate style religions are not the answer for all of these lead to spiritual bankruptcy and deprivations of the soul. I was raised in an Irish Roman Catholic family, but in this book I attempt to show you that Roman Catholicism is not the answer either – far from - it appears to me it is at the root of the problem.

​I was raised Roman Catholic, but I sensed something wrong with it

I was raised Catholic; however, I sensed something was deeply wrong with the institution. My conclusion today is that a clear differentiation should be made between the original teachings of Jesus Christ and the teachings of modern-day religious institutions such as the Judeo-Roman Catholic Church (JRCC). I say ‘Judeo-Roman’ because that what it is. The JRCC is a Judeo-Christian church. There are important differences between the original Christianity (the teachings of Jesus Christ) and Judeo-Christianity (as exemplified by the JRCC). Unfortunately, it seems to me that most Catholics are unaware of these differences.

In this modern age of degradation and perversion, described as ‘Kali-yuga’ in the ancient Vedic texts, it appears to me that the many religious institutions are not teaching the original teachings of God. It appears to me, the original teachings of God have been subverted over the centuries, and millennia, by those persons and institutions seeking power and position; or to advance a nefarious political agenda of power and control over the masses of the populace under the guise of religion. 

There may be hundreds of millions of sincere Christians, and hundreds of millions of God-conscious people in the various cultures of the world, all seeking a closer relationship with God. Many are associated with various religious institutions, and many are not. What would happen if hundreds of millions of Christians and Catholics were find out that the JRCC has served them a platter of half-truths, lies, mistranslations, and fabrications? not disclosing to the masses the most important teachings of Jesus Christ?

In this book I will outline the conclusions that led me away from the ‘institution’ of the Catholic church, not toward it. Yes, the modern-day versions of the Bible used by the JRCC, and by the other main Christian institutions, certainly do contain various scriptural truths and some of God’s eternal wisdom (to hook you in).  However, it is also replete with the dogma that in order to get closer to God you must adhere to the authority and teachings of the JRCC. It is my assertion that the authority of the JRCC is bogus and that there are various bogus teachings in the modern-day Christian Bible. This book provides analysis and scriptural references to support this claim

To arrive at this realization, it helps to have studied the earlier scriptures. For example, the original teachings of Jesus Christ; the early Christian books/scriptures that were omitted from the Bible; and, interestingly, the much earlier ancient Vedic scriptures written long before the appearance of Jesus Christ. Upon this examination the flaws, dogma, and unauthorized assertions in the modern-day versions of the Bible begin to become apparent. 

Bona-fide original scripture defeats dogma and bogus scripture. This book demonstrates that the JRCC introduced much unauthorized dogma, and omitted much of the original teachings of Jesus. Thus, many sincere Catholics in the world today are left bereft of important and essential spiritual teachings and spiritual practices that Jesus Christ taught.

This book also reveals some of the common spiritual threads between the teachings of Jesus, and those contained within the ancient Vedas, the world's oldest scriptures. These analytical insights will be welcomed by all who seek the truth within, and within their own spiritual tradition. 

Without God it is just the blind leading the blind

The episodes of a misinformation and fake science as detailed in my book Godless Fake Science are simply the latest in a long running program, the program of the cheaters and the cheated. When realisation hits, one could be forgiven for thinking there is a satanic consciousness directing world governments. Those souls that went along with the various deceptive narratives accepted ‘government’ and ‘modern science (infused with fake science)’ as their gods. The only problem is these are false gods. It follows that the actual sincere seekers and devotees of God should not naively trust the official government narrative, or blindly accept the so-called remedial measures to the fake climate catastrophe, or the next so-called virus pandemic that ‘requires’ you to take another vaccine jab. [Aside: Climate change is real, but it is not caused by CO2 emissions, as detailed in my book Climate CO2 Hoax.] 

In our own life-time we have lived under a political hierarchy, which though pertaining to be made of individual and autonomous nation states, is actually a one world government controlled by the world banking cartel and its mega-corporations. All nations states are corporations and are thus simply part of the one world government superstructure, see also my book Demonic Economics and the Tricks of the Bankers.

Through various networks, servants of the government matrix are placed in positions of leadership, power, and influence, and then enact laws that allow society to become degraded, weak, easily controllable, and unable to perceive the nature of their material and spiritual captivity. Our living reality has been co-opted into a godless political world regime.

The challenge runs deeper than government, for many have also accepted bogus and corrupted religious institutions that have claimed to be the representatives of God, the self-appointed middle-men between the individual and God. For the cheated the result is spiritual bankruptcy under the guise of real religion. In my book Censored History of WW2, Communism, Zionism, Jews and the Vatican I summarized a censored history as detailed by over 100 authors whose writings have been censored out of the mainstream historical narrative. It should become clear to the reader that the history we have been taught is not the truth.

In this latest book, I delve deeper into the reasons why I believe that the Roman Catholic church (RCC) is not the true church of Jesus Christ, far from it, it appears to me that the RCC has been a bogus institution from its very beginnings, and then formation about 400 years after the disappearance of Jesus. The demoniac lies, and what appears to be demoniac occultism of the RCC are uncovered. Over the centuries, the RCC established itself as the representatives of God via brutal force, lies, half-truths, scriptural re-writes, scriptural alterations, and mistranslations. However, the reality is that the authority of the RCC is bogus - the Vatican powers are not the representatives of God on Earth. 

The 5,000-year-old Vedic scripture the Bhagavad Gita states the world is in ‘kali-yuga’, an era of degradation in which demons are in control of the planet, but that we have now entered a time, a ‘golden age’, in which truth can flourish. Bypassing what is bogus can only be part of our ultimate self-interest. Real change for the better can occur and such change surely begins within ourself. 

There are two types of people in this world, the Godly and the demoniac. The Godly are always faithful to God whereas the demoniac and devilish persons are always atheists that defy the supremacy of the Lord and are consumed by greed, lust, ignorance, anger, illusion, madness and jealousy . In these times, the atheists are extremely numerous and thus we live in a godless civilization. Decide to live a Godly life, rather than a demonic one, and see the difference.

Without God it is just the blind leading the blind. There are, of course, differing conceptions, and interpretations, of ‘God’ in the world today. These conceptions may vary depending on time, place, upbringing, and circumstance. Yet God, the creator, must be a father to us all, and God-conscious eternal souls know that they are children of God alone, and that God is the real authority. 

The history of the godless groups extends back in history and is connected with the atheistic/satanic agendas of top-level of secret societies, that are embedded in the top echelons of banking, political, and corporate institutions, and, as we shall see in this book, all the main religious institutions. 

The history of this devilment goes back over 1500 years, to the Roman Catholic church councils of Nicaea (325 AD) and Constantinople (553 AD). The self-serving power grabbers have attempted to subvert and divert humanity from the original teachings of Jesus Christ, and have also attempted to divert humanity from the vast beneficial knowledge of the ancient Vedic texts, which pre-date the coming of Jesus Christ.  


"Jesus was not a Christian. He is not the founder of Christianity. Jesus never encouraged people to worship him. Christianity is a religion created later, mostly by Paul and later church councils, in the name of Jesus, and is much different from the truth that Jesus taught and lived. 

Were Jesus alive today, he would not be a Christian. Jesus is still one of best-kept secrets because his truth has been grossly distorted by those who claim to speak for him. There is a religion-free Jesus who belongs to all of humankind. Christianity does not own or have first rights to Jesus. His truth has universal significance. 

It's a mistake to make Jesus a religious figure or front man for Christianity. You have to disentangle Jesus from what you heard at church to find the truth he said would set you free." ~ Jim Palmer


Please rest assured there is no need to fear - there is an infinitely powerful force of goodness and truth willing us forward! The good news is the truth is being exposed worldwide and this worldwide ‘situation’ is sparking a greater creative and spiritual awakening that will easily outlive and transcend the current criminal power game of greed and control. 

We Catholics were all born into a lie, a historical religious narrative that is false. We live in a society pervaded by false narratives and are thus living in a “systematized delusion” defined as one based on a false premise”, see Endnote ​​[1].

This book focuses on some of the deceptive narratives and deceptive mistranslations of original scripture that have emanated from the Judeo-Roman Catholic church (JRCC). Detailing some of the ways that the JRCC altered and subverted the original doctrine/teachings of Jesus Christ, via incorrect translations, changes to his teachings and the omitting from the Bible the years of Jesus’s life from age 12 to 30.

The subject matter involves the delicate topics of religion, race and politics. In current times we are discouraged from discussing these topics, yet it is impossible to explore the JRCC without acknowledging these major ingredients.  My aim is to attempt to ‘differentiate’ the reality from the illusion/ historical lies. It is not my intention to ‘judge’ anyone or any specific group of people, for only God is qualified to do so.

​The importance of truth

My research indicates that we were subjected to a great lie that lie is the RCC itself. To me there is no doubt of this. Truth is essential, without it, the universe and reality falls apart, and cannot function.

God is always on the side of those sincere souls living in the spirit of truth. When truly aligned with God we experience sat-cit-ānanda, sat means eternal, Cit means knowledge, ānanda means bliss/jubilation/pleasure. In this state no-one can be defeated spiritually, regardless of external circumstances.  


“Rather than love, than money, than fame, give me truth. I sat at a table where were rich food and wine in abundance, and obsequious attendance, but sincerity and truth were not; and I went away hungry from the inhospitable board. “ - Thoreau

“By truth the earth is sustained. By truth the sun shines, and Truth causes Vayu the wind god to blow. Verily all things rest upon truth.“ – Sri Canakya niti (Sloka 5.19)​

"satya-jñānānantānanda. Satya means truth; jñāna, full knowledge; ananta, unlimited; and ānanda, full bliss." - Ancient Vedic text
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How Christianity Became Something Jesus Might Not Recognize

If Jesus of Nazareth were to walk into a modern church on a Sunday morning, would he recognise the religion that bears his name? It is a question that many believers instinctively avoid asking. Yet it is perhaps one of the most important questions in the entire history of Christianity.

Jesus never wrote a book. He established no Vatican. He left behind no theological treatise detailing the hierarchy of bishops, cardinals, and popes. He did not construct cathedrals, draft canon law, or formulate complex doctrines to be debated by ecclesiastical councils centuries later.

Instead, he travelled from town to town preaching repentance, love of God, compassion, humility, and the coming of what he called the Kingdom of God.

Somewhere between the hills of Galilee and the vast institutions of modern Christianity, something changed. The question is: what?

The Original Jesus Movement

The earliest followers of Jesus did not think of themselves as members of a global religious institution. They formed communities of believers bound together by faith, shared meals, prayer, and devotion.

The Greek word ecclesia, often translated as "church," originally referred to an assembly or gathering. It did not mean a multinational institution possessing wealth, political influence, and elaborate structures of authority.

The movement that emerged around Jesus appears to have been remarkably simple. The earliest followers of Jesus did not gather in cathedrals or under elaborate institutional hierarchies. They assembled in homes, shared meals, prayed together, and sought to live according to his teachings. 

The implication is profound. The presence of Christ was not dependent upon magnificent buildings, political power, or a bureaucratic religious structure. It was found wherever sincere believers gathered in faith and devotion in love of God.

The teachings were deeply transformative yet profoundly personal. Again and again, Jesus directed attention away from outward displays of religiosity and toward the condition of the human heart. He warned against elevating outward displays of religious observance above sincere devotion, moral integrity, and genuine inner spiritual transformation.

He taught that the greatest commandments were to love God wholeheartedly and to love others as oneself. Whatever else one believes about Christianity, these themes form the unmistakable core of Jesus's message.

Yet modern Christianity often appears dominated by doctrinal disputes, institutional loyalties, denominational divisions, and theological systems that developed long after the death of Jesus. How did this transformation occur?

From Movement to Institution

History reveals that Christianity did not emerge fully formed. The first Christians lived under periodic persecution within the Roman Empire. Their communities met in homes. Leadership structures existed, but the movement remained relatively decentralised.

Everything changed when Christianity became intertwined with imperial power. The conversion of Emperor Constantine in the fourth century marked a turning point. Christianity moved from being a persecuted movement to becoming closely associated with Roman state authority.

The Council of Nicaea in 325 AD attempted to establish doctrinal unity within an increasingly diverse Christian world. Subsequent councils debated theological questions that continue to divide Christians today.

Which books belonged in the canon?

How should the nature of Christ be understood?

What relationship existed between Jesus and God the Father?

Which teachings represented orthodoxy and which represented heresy?

Many Christians regard these developments as the Holy Spirit guiding the Church. Others see them differently. They ask whether the process of institutionalisation inevitably altered aspects of the original movement.

Did political considerations shape doctrine?

Did imperial priorities influence theology?

Did the religion become more concerned with creating or preserving authority and institutional power than preserving authenticity?

These questions deserve thoughtful examination rather than dismissal.

What Is Real Religion?

The Latin root of religion, religio, is often understood as referring to a reconnection—a restoration of humanity's relationship with God. If so, religion in its deepest sense is not primarily about buildings, wealth, hierarchy, or institutional power. It is about communion with the divine.

Jesus himself suggested that God's presence was not confined to buildings or religious institutional structures. "For where two or three gather in my name, there am I among them" (Matt. 18:20). The earliest followers of Jesus met in homes and simple assemblies, bound together not by bureaucracy but by shared devotion.

Jesus also urged his followers to remain united with him as branches remain connected to the vine "Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine" (John 15:4). The emphasis was upon internal spiritual union rather than outward performance. Authentic faith involved an inward transformation of the heart. Jesus also taught:


“A time will come when the people will worship the father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem... a time will come, and it has already begun, when those who are truly devoted will worship the father in spirit and truth“ (John 4.21, 23)


This does not mean communities and institutions are unnecessary. Human beings naturally seek fellowship and guidance. But it does suggest that no institution can claim a monopoly on God's presence. Genuine devotion, humility, prayer, and love of God remain accessible to all people, regardless of denomination.

Perhaps this is one of the most forgotten aspects of the original Jesus movement: before Christianity became associated with vast institutions, it was a living fellowship of ordinary people seeking God together.

Did Jesus Intend to Establish an Institution?

One of the most intriguing debates concerns whether Jesus intended to found the kinds of institutional structures that came to characterise Christianity in later centuries. One of the most significant and contested passages in the New Testament is Matthew 16:18:


"And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."


For centuries, many Christians—particularly within the Roman Catholic tradition—have regarded this verse as establishing apostolic succession and providing the foundation for papal authority and the authority of the institutional Church. Yet the passage is not nearly as straightforward as many believers have been led to assume, and scholars continue to debate precisely what Jesus meant.

Was the "rock" Peter himself?

Peter's confession of faith?

The revelation concerning Christ's identity?

The community of believers?

Even among sincere Christians, interpretations vary. Jesus spoke Aramaic. The Gospels were later recorded in Greek and eventually translated into English. In the Greek text, the word translated as "church" is ecclesia. However, ecclesia did not ordinarily refer to a church building or a hierarchical institution. It meant an assembly, gathering, or congregation of people called together for a common purpose.

This raises an important question. When Jesus spoke of building his ecclesia, was he referring to an institutional power structure headed by priests, bishops, cardinals, and popes? Or was he speaking of a community of devoted believers united in faith?

There is another intriguing aspect to the passage. Peter's name in Greek is Petros, meaning a stone or small rock, while the word Jesus uses for the foundation is petra, meaning a larger rock or bedrock. The distinction has given rise to centuries of debate. Was Jesus declaring Peter himself to be the foundation of the Church? Or was the true "rock" Peter's confession made moments earlier:


"You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." (Matthew 16:16)


Many Christians have understood the passage in the latter sense: that the enduring foundation of the Christian community is not the authority of a particular office, but the recognition of who Jesus is.

If this interpretation is correct, then Matthew 16:18 provides a far weaker basis for exclusive institutional authority than is often assumed. Under this interpretation, the true ecclesia is not a particular organisation or denomination, but the fellowship of all those who sincerely place their faith in Christ.

This does not mean that churches, traditions, and communities have no value. Many sincere believers have found spiritual nourishment within them. But it does suggest that no institution can automatically claim a monopoly on Christ's authority merely by appealing to this single verse.

What seems clear is that Jesus repeatedly warned against elevating human authority above devotion to God. He criticised those who loved titles and positions of honour. He taught that "the greatest among you shall be your servant." His emphasis consistently pointed toward humility rather than hierarchy.

Jesus reserved some of his harshest criticism not for ordinary sinners, but for religious leaders whom he regarded as hypocritical. "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!" he declared. "You have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness" (Matt. 23:23). 

On another occasion, Jesus overturned the tables of the money changers, and declared that what should have been a house of prayer had become "a den of thieves" (Matt. 21:13). He also condemned what he saw as the arrogance and corruption of certain religious authorities, describing some as a "brood of vipers" (Matt. 3:7) and as the "murderers of the prophets" (Matt. 23:29–31).

These passages do not prove that Jesus opposed all forms of religious organisation. They do, however, suggest a deep suspicion of religious authority when it became disconnected from truth, justice, humility, and genuine devotion to God.

This does not necessarily invalidate institutions. Communities require organisation. Leadership can serve important purposes. But it does raise an uncomfortable question:

At what point does service become control? At what point does guidance become domination? At what point does institutional preservation overshadow spiritual truth?

Perhaps the gates of hell do not prevail because of the strength of an institution, but because genuine faith, devotion, and love of God continue to endure wherever sincere believers gather in Christ's name.

The Forgotten Christian Diversity

Modern Christians often assume that Christianity has always looked essentially as it does today.

History suggests otherwise. The first centuries of Christianity witnessed remarkable diversity. Different communities preserved different traditions. Different interpretations circulated throughout the Mediterranean world.

Texts now excluded from the New Testament remained influential in some circles. The discovery of the Nag Hammadi library in Egypt in 1945 dramatically expanded modern understanding of early Christianity. These ancient manuscripts revealed forms of Christian spirituality that had largely disappeared from mainstream awareness. Yet their existence demonstrates that early Christianity was neither monolithic nor simple.

The process through which certain writings became authoritative while others were rejected unfolded gradually over several centuries rather than through a single dramatic decision. By the late second century, church leaders such as Irenaeus of Lyons were vigorously opposing Gnostic teachers and defending what would become the emerging orthodox tradition. In AD 367, Athanasius of Alexandria issued his famous Festal Letter listing the twenty-seven books of the New Testament as they are known today, while discouraging the use of other texts. Later councils at Hippo (393) and Carthage (397) affirmed these canonical lists.

Questions about the development of Christian doctrine are not merely theoretical. Some passages long used to support later theological doctrines remain subjects of scholarly debate. For example, a famous verse often cited in support of the Trinity (1 John 5:7) is absent from the earliest Greek manuscripts and is widely regarded by modern textual scholars as a later addition to the biblical text. Whether or not one accepts this conclusion, it illustrates how questions of transmission, translation, and interpretation have shaped Christian doctrine over the centuries.

This does not prove that the excluded writings represented authentic teachings of Jesus, nor that orthodoxy was necessarily mistaken. But it does remind us that the boundaries of Christian doctrine emerged through historical struggles, theological debates, and institutional decisions. The Christianity inherited by later generations was shaped not only by spiritual conviction, but also by the outcome of those early contests over authority and interpretation.

Understanding this process does not destroy faith. Rather, it encourages intellectual honesty. If truth has nothing to fear from investigation, then believers should not fear history.

The Kingdom Within

Among Jesus's most striking statements is found in Luke:


"The kingdom of God is within you."


This simple phrase points toward an interior dimension of spiritual life that many people today find deeply compelling. Jesus frequently withdrew into solitude and prayer. He emphasised sincerity over performance. He warned against praying merely to impress others. He taught that external conformity alone could never substitute for inward transformation. Jesus repeatedly warned that external conformity or outward religious observance could not substitute for an inward transformation of the heart.For Jesus, authentic faith involved more than conformity to religious forms; it required a transformation of the inner person.

In Matthew 23:25–28 Jesus condemned as follows:


"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean."


And:


"You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean."


In Mark 7:6–8 Jesus says:


"These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain..."


He criticises:


"teaching as doctrines the commandments of men."


For many modern Christians disillusioned with institutional scandals and denominational conflict, these teachings resonate powerfully. The spiritual life cannot be outsourced. No priest, pastor, bishop, theologian, or institution can substitute for personal integrity, repentance, prayer, and devotion.

This raises another uncomfortable question. Did Jesus ever intend that access to God should be mediated through an elaborate hierarchy of religious intermediaries? The Gospels record no instructions establishing a worldwide bureaucracy of priests, bishops, cardinals, and popes vested with exclusive spiritual authority over other believers. Instead, Jesus repeatedly directed people toward a direct relationship with God, teaching them how to pray, calling them to repentance, and urging them to seek first the Kingdom of God.

This does not mean that spiritual teachers, communities, and traditions have no value. Many sincere men and women have devoted their lives to serving others within them. But guidance is not the same as mediation, and service is not the same as domination. If the essence of the original Jesus movement lay in communion with God and transformation of the heart, then no human institution can claim to stand as an indispensable intermediary between the soul and its Creator. 

Institutions may assist. They may educate. They may preserve valuable traditions. But they cannot replace the individual's relationship with God. Perhaps this explains why people increasingly describe themselves as "spiritual but not religious."

Many have not abandoned Christ. Rather, they are searching for Him beyond the structures that claim exclusive ownership of his message.

Were Some Teachings Lost?

Some teachings may have occupied a more significant place in early Christianity than many modern believers realise. 

For example, the third-century Christian theologian Origen wrote extensively about the pre-existence of the soul and spiritual development. Elements of Origen's teachings were later condemned at the Second Council of Constantinople in AD 553, although historians continue to debate precisely which ideas were being rejected and whether Origen himself was accurately represented.

The recovery of the Nag Hammadi manuscripts in Egypt in 1945 forced historians to reconsider long-held assumptions about the origins of Christianity. The texts, often referred to as the Gnostic Gospels, revealed forms of Christian spirituality that emphasised direct spiritual experience and inner transformation, illustrating that the earliest centuries of the Christian movement were more diverse than many believers had been taught.

Although many scholars date several of these writings to the second century, others have argued that some traditions preserved within them may be very ancient, emerging alongside, or not long after, the traditions that eventually formed the New Testament. What is clear is that these texts were ultimately excluded from the canon as the boundaries of orthodoxy became more firmly established.

Among the groups later labelled "Gnostic" were Christians who placed particular emphasis upon gnosis—not merely intellectual knowledge, but direct spiritual insight and inner transformation. For them, salvation involved awakening from ignorance and discovering one's true relationship with God. This gnosis discloses the spark of divinity within, and is thought to be obscured by ignorance, convention, and mere outward religiosity.

The emphasis upon an indwelling divine presence has striking parallels in other spiritual traditions. In the Vedic tradition, the concept of Paramatma refers to the presence of God within the heart of every living being, guiding and witnessing the individual soul's journey through life. Although the theological frameworks differ, the Gnostic notion of the "divine spark or the Christ within" and the Vedic understanding of the indwelling presence of God both point toward a spirituality that emphasises inward transformation rather than mere external conformity.

Such similarities do not prove historical borrowing, nor do they erase the important differences between these traditions. But they do invite reflection upon whether humanity's deepest spiritual insights may converge more often than our institutional boundaries allow.

By the end of the third century, the Gnostic movements had largely been pushed to the margins of what became mainstream Christianity. While orthodox writers viewed this as the necessary rejection of heresy, some modern scholars and critics argue that theological disputes were intertwined with institutional and political considerations as Church authority became increasingly consolidated.

Whether these groups preserved elements of Jesus's original message that later institutional Christianity gradually deemphasised, or whether they represented later reinterpretations shaped by philosophical and mystical influences, remains a matter of debate among historians. 

Yet the broader pattern is difficult to ignore. The historical record suggests that, as Christianity became increasingly institutionalised, struggles over doctrine were often inseparable from struggles over authority. Critics argue that teachings and texts more compatible with emerging ecclesiastical structures of power were often favoured, while others were gradually marginalised.

For example, Irenaeus (c. 180) linked doctrinal truth with episcopal authority. Institutional leaders such as Athanasius (367) helped define which texts would be publicly authoritative. The councils of Hippo (393) and Carthage (397) were institutional processes that affirmed the canon and helped determine what later generations inherited. Millions of Christians know remarkably little about how the New Testament itself came to be assembled, transmitted, interpreted, and canonised.

Taken together, these developments raise profound questions about the relationship between the original Jesus movement and the Christianity that eventually emerged as orthodoxy. While reasonable people may differ in their interpretations, I believe the cumulative weight of the evidence I have detailed in this book points toward a troubling conclusion: aspects of Jesus's original message appear to have been reshaped, reinterpreted, or deemphasised as Christianity evolved into an increasingly centralised institutional religion.

The Christianity inherited by later generations emerged through centuries of struggles over authority, disputes over theology and doctrine, and decisions made by those who ultimately prevailed in defining orthodoxy. 

Even Carl Jung regarded Gnosticism as containing profound psychological and symbolic insights. In Psychological Types, he contrasted the rich symbolic world of Gnostic thought with the comparatively narrower doctrinal framework of emerging orthodoxy. Whatever one makes of Jung's conclusions, his observations remind us that early Christianity was far more diverse than is often assumed.

For some historians and critics of modern institutional Christianity, the label "heresy" tells us as much about who eventually prevailed in the struggles of the early Church as it does about theological truth. From this perspective, what later generations condemned as Gnosticism may not have been a corruption of Christianity, but one of several competing interpretations within the diverse landscape of the original Jesus movement.

If the victors write history, then some of the "heresies" of the early centuries may simply have been theologies that lost the battle for influence and authority, rather than deviations from an already fixed orthodoxy.

This does not mean that the Gnostics were necessarily right and the orthodox Church wrong. But it does raise an uncomfortable historical question: if early Christianity contained multiple strands of belief and practice, to what extent did the eventual triumph of orthodoxy reflect theological truth, and to what extent did it reflect the historical victory of one movement over its rivals?

I also note that the Gospel of Thomas, one of the most famous texts discovered at Nag Hammadi, presents Jesus primarily as a teacher of wisdom rather than focusing upon the narrative of crucifixion and resurrection found in the canonical Gospels. 

Throughout the text, Jesus repeatedly points toward inner awakening. One saying declares:


"The Kingdom is inside of you, and it is outside of you."


Valentinus, one of the most influential Gnostic teachers of the second century, understood Christ not simply as an external saviour but as a revealer who awakens human beings to their deepest spiritual identity and relationship with God. In this view, salvation involved the recovery of what some Gnostics described as the "divine spark within" obscured by ignorance and outward forms of religion.

Curiosity is not the enemy of faith. Recognising these texts need not undermine faith. Indeed, mature faith may require the courage to distinguish eternal principles from historical developments. The texts remind us that the Christianity inherited by later generations emerged through historical struggles, theological debates, and institutional decisions rather than descending fully formed and uncontested from the earliest years of the faith.

Had history unfolded differently, might today's orthodoxy have been yesterday's heresy? Might modern Christians have more to rediscover than they realise?

The Missing Years of Jesus

Perhaps no aspect of Jesus's life provokes greater curiosity than the so-called
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Would Jesus Recognise Modern Christianity?
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