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  One of Lianne Thomashow’s birds, spending an afternoon in the chicken coop on a cold afternoon.
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  A White Leghorn hen struts across the yard at Tom Powers’ home.


  

  CHAPTER ONE The Charm of Chickens


  “You are not keeping them, of course, to make or even to save money. You are not keeping them as pets. You are keeping them for the simple pleasure of their company and the beauty and tastiness of their eggs and their meat. You are raising them because you wish to strike a modest blow for the liberation of the chicken—and, indeed, of all living things on earth.”


  —Charles Danieland Page Smith,

  The Chicken Book, 1975


  It wasn’t my idea, in the beginning, to start raising chickens. I was living thirty miles from a nearby university town in an old farmhouse with a lot of land and a couple of unused outbuildings. A medical student friend of mine who lived in cramped student housing not only needed an excuse to get out, but thought that a livestock project might make him feel more in touch with what to him seemed like the real world: the country. He provided the inspiration and the mail-order catalog from one of the hatcheries; I had the space, some livestock experience, and a willingness to bring food and water to the mysterious creatures on a daily basis. Chickens seemed to me then to be stupid, fearful, and aggressive. They are full of sharp points from their beaks to their toes and move in a distinctly jagged way, jerking their heads more like a reptile than a bird. In the farm-animal department, I liked cows, which are massive and deliberate. And warm.


  [image: A bantam Old English Game hen struts through the woods. For nearly every large breed chicken, there is a bantam equivalent.]


  But chickens have a charm that will affect even those with no bird experience. In short order I began to appreciate the rich colors and textures of their various plumages, their weight and shape. They are stately, dignified, and industrious creatures that take their work of scratching and eating and laying and setting seriously. Furthermore, they have a genuine, if somewhat detached, curiosity about us, and are happy to work alongside us in whatever we busy ourselves with outside.


  Of course, the eggs and meat they provide is superior to what you can get from the store. If what you want is home-grown animal protein, you’ll soon discover that these birds can offer it—and that they are a lot cheaper and easier to house, feed, herd, and transport than sheep, goats, pigs, cows, ostriches, or what have you.


  Before you get started, make sure that there are no local zoning laws that might end your career in chicken husbandry before it even begins. Make a call to your town clerk or city council to find out the regulations in your town. In addition, it’s always a good idea to broach the subject with close neighbors before diving in.


  WHAT KINDS OF CHICKENS SHOULD YOU KEEP?


  Your choice of what kinds of birds to keep depends first and foremost on whether you want meat or eggs, or if you are simply buying them for yard ornamentation. Some are more appropriate for meat, some are better for eggs, and some were bred to do both tolerably well. Once you know what you want from your chicken, you can begin to imagine some of its characteristics: size, temperament, and looks. There are chickens bred to be attractive for showing (some of those get to be pretty silly looking, although this is, of course, a matter of taste). There are breeds suited for cold weather, others which prefer warm; some with relaxed dispositions, and others that can be nasty but delicious. You should take these factors into account when deciding which chicken is right for you. When choosing your breed, don’t be surprised to hear fellow poultrymen talk about “the Standard.” They are referring to the American Poultry Association’s publication, Standard of Perfection, which describes each breed in detail. The Standard is used in judging at poultry shows and to help chicken breeders improve their flocks over time by breeding for preferred characteristics.


  A breed is a group of related chickens that has the same general size and shape; shares the same skin color, number of toes, and plumage style; and has the same style of comb, which is the fleshy, spiky, red topknot on the chicken’s head.


  In order to talk about different breeds of chicken, it might be useful to know the names of the parts of the chicken. Opposite is a diagram showing the parts of a chicken used when people are talking about what makes one breed different from another.


  [image: Parts of a Chicken]


  MEAT, EGGS, OR BOTH?


  Some breeds have been selectively bred over the years to emphasize meat-producing characteristics. Others have been selectively bred to be exceptionally prolific egg layers. The females of the meat breeds will certainly lay eggs, but perhaps as many as fifty fewer in a year than a chicken of an egg-laying breed. Laying chickens can be butchered for meat, but they may consume twice as much feed over a longer period of time before gaining the same weight as a corresponding meat bird, and the result will not be as tender as a meat bird’s meat.


  It is wise therefore to raise laying breeds for eggs and meat birds for meat. A third option, however, exists in dual-purpose breeds that were popular 100 years ago when the economics of small-scale agriculture required breeds in which the hens would lay many eggs but their male offspring would flesh out as quickly and efficiently as possible.


  Meat Birds


  Jersey Giant, Brahma, Cochin, and Cornish are a few examples of meat breeds. The bird bred for modern factory farming, however, is called the Cornish-Rock Cross or Rock-Cornish Cross, which is the product of a Rock mother and a Cornish father. The Cornish-Rock Crosses are large birds with huge appetites and little interest in getting any exercise. A chicken that walks around scratching and exploring very much is using feed energy for those activities instead of for making meat. These birds grow to a good size (about 4 pounds) in a short time (from 6 to 8 weeks) and are very efficient converters of feed to meat: abou t 2 pounds of feed for every pound of meat. They are therefore the cheapest means of producing frying or roasting chickens for your freezer. Also, because their feathers are exclusively and entirely white, their skin is cleaner looking than colored birds that may appear to have black dots all over them after they are plucked.


  Laying Hens


  Hens bred especially for laying are designed to put their energy into eggs and not into body mass, and so are somewhat smaller than birds bred for meat. They begin laying a little sooner than the meat or dual-purpose breeds—at about 5 months of age instead of 6. White Leghorn is the most common and most productive modern laying hen. A Leghorn will consume less grain per dozen eggs and will produce more eggs over the course of a year than the dual-purpose or meat breeds. When they are about 18 months old, chickens begin to shed their feathers, or molt, in order for new ones to grow in. During this time they will stop laying for a few weeks to a few months. Modern egg-laying breeds have been bred for shorter molting periods and thus produce more eggs in a year.
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  Two pullets—a Silver-Laced Wyandotte, at left, and Golden-Laced Wyandotte—take a look at the fresh snow and decide to stay in the coop at Carrie Maynard’s barnyard.


  Dual-Purpose Breeds


  The dual-purpose breeds are what we now think of as the old-time breeds—such
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  [image: A Golden-Laced Wyandotte pullet, left, and Silver-Laced Wyandotte hen pull up short as they come face-to-face while roaming the woods behind their coop.]
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  HOW MANY GROWN CHICKENS DO YOU NEED?
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  WHICH COMES FIRST ? AND WHERE CAN YOU GET IT?


  

  [image: A bantam hen relaxing on Carrie Maynard’s property. According to Maynard, getting some sun and a nap is a part of every chicken’s daily routine.]


  

  

  

  [image: A Buff Orpington hen strolls by a pair of Bourbon Red turkeys raised by Jim Peavey. The Bourbon Red are a rare breed Peavey is raising for breeding.]


  



  APPENDICES


  CHICKEN BREEDS


  SELECTED CHICKEN BREEDS BY CLASS


  (WHERE THE BIRDS ORIGINATED)


  [image:  American Wyandotte Plymouth Rock Rhode Island Red New Hampshire Mediterranean Ancona Leghorn Andalusian English Orpington Cornish Australorp Continental Houdan Faverolle Hamburg]


  SELECTED BREEDS BY SPECIALTY


  [image: Dual Purpose Dominique Houdan Plymouth Rock Sussex Orpington Wyandotte Australorp Rhode Island Red New Hampshire Langshan Layers Leghorn Buckeye Chantecler Delaware Dominique Holland Java Wyandotte Langshan Australorp Dorking Meat Birds Brahma Cochin Cornish Orpington]


  [image: One of Carrie Maynard’s chickens takes a walk in the woods, to see what she can find.]


  SELECTED BREEDS BY TEMPERAMENT


  [image: Calm Cochin Silkies Cornish Dorking Orpington Plymouth Rock Nervous Hamburg Sebright Buttercup Lakenvelder Rhode Island Red New Hampshire]


  SELECTED BREEDS BY HARDINESS


  [image:  Winter Hardy (more fully feathered) Brahmas Orpingtons Cochins New Hampshire Reds Rocks Less So Andalusian Leghorn Minorca Hamburg Buttercup Naked Neck]
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  Carrie Maynard’s Silver-Pencilled Wyandotte rooster is considered to be a rare breed. It is one of two Maynard has in her barnyard, and is the top rooster in the pecking order.


  HATCHERIES


  California


  Belt Hatchery


  7272 S. West Ave.


  Fresno, CA 93706


  559-264-2090


  www.belthatchery.com/


  Metzer Farms


  26000 Old Stage Road


  Gonzales, CA 93926


  800-424-7755


  www.metzerfarms.com


  Connecticut


  My Pet Chicken


  483 Monroe Turnpike


  Monroe, CT 06468


  888-460-1529


  www.mypetchicken.com


  Iowa


  Hoover’s Hatchery


  PO Box 200


  Rudd, IA 50471


  800-247-7014


  www.hoovershatchery.com


  Murray McMurray Hatchery


  Box 458, 191 Closz Drive


  Webster City, IA 50595-0458


  800-456-3280


  www.mcmurrayhatchery.com/


  Sandhill Preservation

  Center—Heirloom Seeds and Breeds


  1878 230th Street


  Calamus, IA 52729


  563-246-2299


  www.sandhillpreservation.com


  Schlecht Farm & Hatchery


  9749 500th Avenue


  Miles, IA 52064


  563-682-7865


  www.schlechthatchery.com


  Idaho


  Dunlap Hatchery


  4703 E. Cleveland Blvd.


  Caldwell, ID 83606-0507


  208-459-9088


  www.dunlaphatchery.net


  Maryland


  Deer Run Farm


  15131 Sixes Road


  Emmitsburg MD 21727


  717-357-4521


  www.deerrunfarmmd.com


  Michigan


  Townline Hatchery


  PO Box 108


  Zeeland, MI 49464


  616-772-6514


  www.townlinehatchery.com/


  Minnesota


  Stromberg’s


  199 York Street


  Pine River, MN 56474-0400


  800-720-1134


  www.strombergschickens.com/


  Missouri


  Cackle Hatchery


  PO Box 529


  Lebanon, MO 65536


  417-532-4581


  www.cacklehatchery.com/


  Estes Hatchery, LLC


  825 North Meteor Avenue


  Springfield, MO 65802


  800-345-1420


  www.esteshatchery.com


  New Mexico


  Privett Hatchery


  PO Box 176


  Portales, NM 88130


  575-356-6425


  www.privetthatchery.com


  Ohio


  Brinkhaven Hatchery


  PO Box 14


  Wellington, OH


  www.brinkhavenacres.com


  Meyer Hatchery


  626 State Route 89


  Polk, OH 44866


  888-568-9755


  www.meyerhatchery.com


  Mt. Healthy Hatcheries


  9839 Winton Road


  Mt. Healthy, OH 45231


  800-451-5603


  www.mthealthy.com


  Ridgway Hatchery


  615 North High Street


  LaRue, OH 43332


  800-323-3825


  www.ridgwayhatchery.com


  Pennsylvania


  Freedom Ranger Hatchery


  187 North Windy Mansion Road


  Reinholds, PA 17569


  717-336-4878


  www.freedomrangerhatchery.com


  Hoffman Hatchery, Inc.


  PO Box 129


  Gratz, PA 17030


  717-365-3694


  www.hoffmanhatchery.com/


  Moyer’s Chicks, Inc.


  266 East Paletown Rd.


  Quakertown, PA 18951


  215-536-3155


  www.moyerschicks.com


  Reich Poultry Farms, Inc.


  1625 River Road


  Marietta, PA 17547


  866-365-0367


  www.reichspoultryfarm.com


  Texas


  Ideal Poultry Breeding Farms, Inc.


  215 West Main Street


  Cameron, TX 76520-0591


  254-697-6677


  www.idealpoultry.com/


  Wisconsin


  Purely Poultry


  PO Box 466


  Fremont WI 54940-0466


  920-472-4060


  www.purelypoultry.com


  Sunnyside Inc. of Beaver


  Dam Hatchery Division


  104 Beltline Drive


  Beaver Dam, WI 53916


  800-569-6821


  www.sunnysidehatchery.com


  EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES


  Colorado


  Big R Stores


  1020 Bonforte Blvd.


  Pueblo, CO 81001


  719-948-3030


  www.bigronline.com


  Connecticut


  Farmtek


  1395 John Fitch Blvd.


  South Windsor, CT 06074


  800-327-6835


  www.farmtek.com/


  Florida


  Brinsea


  704 N. Dixie Ave.


  Titusville, FL 32796


  888-667-7009


  www.brinsea.com


  Double R Discount Supply


  4036 Hield Rd. NW


  Palm Bay, FL 32907


  321-259-9465


  www.dblrsupply.com


  Georgia


  G.Q.F. Mfg. Co.


  PO Box 1552


  Savannah, GA 31498


  912-236-0651


  www.gqfmfg.com/


  Iowa


  Brower Equipment, Inc.


  Highway 16 West, PO Box 2000


  Houghton, IA 52631


  800-553-1791


  www.browerequip.com


  Premier1


  2031 300th St.


  Washington, IA 52353


  800-282-6631


  www.premier1supplies.com/


  Kansas


  Smith Poultry & Game Bird Supplies


  14000 West 215th Street


  Bucyrus, KS 66013


  913-879-2587


  www.poultrysupplies.com/


  Michigan


  Cutler’s Pheasant Supply, Inc.


  3805 Washington Road


  Carsonville, MI 48419


  810-657-9450


  www.cutlersupply.com


  Missouri


  Manna Pro


  707 Spirit 40 Park Drive #150


  Chesterfield, MO 63005


  800-690-9908


  www.mannapro.com


  Orscheln Farm and Home


  1800 Overcenter Drive


  Moberly, MO 65270


  800-577-2580


  www.orschelnfarmhome.com


  Oregon


  Kemp’s Koops


  3560 W 18th Ave.


  Eugene, OR 97402


  www.poultrysupply.com/


  Tennessee


  Rocky Top General Store


  316 Ruritan Rd


  Harriman, TN 37748


  865-882-8867


  Tractor Supply Company


  5401 Virginia Way


  Brentwood, TN


  www.tractorsupply.com


  Wisconsin


  Nasco Farm & Ranch


  901 Janesville Ave.


  Fort Atkinson, WI 53538


  800-558-9595


  www.enasco.com


  COOPERATIVE EXTENSION OFFICES


  For each state there is listed an address and phone where you can contact an extension poultry specialist, and a web link that will take you to a listing of county extension offices in your state.


  Alabama


  Poultry Science Department


  Auburn University


  Auburn, AL 36849


  334-844-2613


  www.aces.edu/counties/


  Alaska


  University of Alaska


  PO Box 756180


  Fairbanks, AK 99775


  907-474-5211


  www.uaf.edu/coop-ext/offices/


  Arizona


  University of Arizona


  Tucson, AS 85721


  520-621-1980


  https://extension.arizona.edu/


  Arkansas


  Department of Agriculture


  2301 South University Avenue


  Little Rock, AR 72204


  501-671-2000


  www.uaex.edu


  California


  Department of Avian Sciences


  UC Davis, CA 95616


  530-752-2382


  http://aviansciences.ucdavis.edu/


  Colorado


  Department of Animal Sciences


  Colorado State University


  Fort Collins, CO 80523


  970-491-7803


  www.ext.colostate.edu/


  Connecticut


  Department of Animal Science


  University of Connecticut


  3636 Horsebarn Road Ext.


  Storrs, CT 06268


  860-486-2413


  www.animalscience.uconn.edu/


  Delaware


  College of Agriculture and Natural Resources


  531 South College Ave.


  Newark, DE 19716


  302-831-2501


  http://ag.udel.edu/extension/


  Florida


  Poultry Science Department


  PO Box 110920


  University of Florida


  Gainesville, FL 32611


  352-392-1931


  http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/department_poultry_science


  Georgia


  Cooperative Extension,


  University of Georgia


  111 Conner Hall


  Athens, GA 30602


  1-800-ASK-UGA1


  http://extension.uga.edu/


  Hawaii


  Cooperative Extension


  University of Hawaii


  18000 East-West Road


  Honolulu, HI 96822


  808-956-8397


  www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/site/ExtOffice.aspx


  Idaho


  Cooperative Extension


  University of Idaho


  606 S Rayburn St.


  Moscow, ID 83844


  208-885-5883


  www.uidaho.edu/extension


  Illinois


  Department of Animal Sciences


  University of Illinois


  132 Animal Science Lab


  1207 W. Gregory Dr.


  Urbana, IL 61801


  217-333-3131


  http://ansc.illinois.edu/


  Indiana


  Purdue University


  Department of Animal Sciences


  Lilly Hall


  915 W. State Street


  West Lafayette, IN 47907


  765-494-4808


  https://ag.purdue.edu/ansc/Pages/default.aspx


  Iowa


  Department of Animal Science


  Iowa State University


  1221 Kildee Hall


  Ames, Iowa 50011-3150


  515-294-2160


  Ames, IA 50011


  515-294-4303


  www.ans.iastate.edu


  Kansas


  Department of Animal Sciences


  Kansas State University


  2900 College Ave.


  Manhattan, KS 66502


  785-539-6621


  www.asi.k-state.edu


  Kentucky


  Department of Animal Sciences


  University of Kentucky


  Lexington, KY 40546


  859-257-9000


  www.ca.uky.edu/county


  Louisiana


  Department of Poultry Science


  Louisiana State University


  105 Franciani Hall


  Baton Rouge, LA 70803 225-578-3241


  www.lsuagcenter.com/portals/our_offices/departments/animal-sciences


  Maine


  Animal and Veterinary Sciences


  University of Maine


  5735 Hitchner Hall


  Orono, ME 04469


  800-287-7170


  https://extension.umaine.edu/veterinarylab/


  Massachusetts


  Department of Veterinary and Animal Sciences


  University of Massachusetts


  661 N. Pleasant Street


  Amherst, MA 01003


  413-545-2312


  www.vasci.umass.edu/


  Michigan


  Animal Science Department


  Michigan State University


  1290 Anthony Hall


  East Lansing, MI 48824


  517-355-8383


  www.ans.msu.edu/


  Minnesota


  Department of Avian Sciences


  University of Minnesota


  240 Coffey Hall


  1420 Eckles Ave.


  St. Paul, MN 55108-6068


  612-624-1222


  www.extension.umn.edu/offices/


  Mississippi


  Poultry Science Department


  Mississippi State University


  46 Old Bully Blvd.


  Mississippi State, MS 39762


  662-325-3416


  www.poultry.msstate.edu/


  Missouri


  Animal Sciences Department


  S105 Animal Science Center


  University of Missouri


  Columbia, MO 56211


  573-882-6658


  http://extension.missouri.edu/


  Montana


  Cooperative Extension


  Montana State University


  PO Box 172230


  Bozeman, MT 59717


  406-994-1750


  www.msuextension.org/


  Nebraska


  Cooperative Extension


  University of Nebraska


  211 Agricultural Hall


  Lincoln, NE 68583-0703


  402-472-2966


  http://extension.unl.edu/


  Nevada


  Cooperative Extension


  University of Nevada


  1664 N. Virginia Street


  Reno, NV 89557


  775-784-7070


  www.unce.unr.edu/


  New Hampshire


  Department of Animal and Nutritional Sciences


  University of New Hampshire


  Taylor Hall


  59 College Road


  Durham, NH 03824


  603-862-1520


  https://extension.unh.edu/


  New Jersey


  Animal Science Department


  Cooks College/Rutgers State


  University


  Bartlett Hall


  New Brunswick, NJ 08903


  732-932-9793


  https://extension.unh.edu/


  New Mexico


  Department of Animal and Range Sciences


  New Mexico State University


  Knox Hall, Room 202


  PO Box 30003,


  Las Cruces, NM 88003


  575-646-5441


  http://aces.nmsu.edu/academics/ANRS/


  New York


  Animal Science Department


  Cornell University


  Morrison Hall


  Ithaca, NY 14853


  607-255-8143


  www.cce.cornell.edu


  North Carolina


  Department of Poultry Science


  North Carolina State University


  PO Box 7601


  Raleigh, NC 27695


  919-515-5391


  https://cals.ncsu.edu/prestage-department-of-poultry-science/


  North Dakota


  Animal and Range Science


  North Dakota State University


  311 Morrill Hall, PO Box 6050


  Fargo, ND 58105


  701-231-8944


  www.ag.ndsu.nodak.edu/ctyweb.htm


  Ohio


  Animal Sciences Department


  Ohio State University


  Animal Science Building


  2029 Fyffe Road


  Columbus, OH 43210


  614-292-6401


  www.ag.ohio-state.edu/distcoun.html


  Oklahoma


  Animal Science Building


  Oklahoma State University


  Room 201


  Stillwater, OK 74078


  405-744-9293


  http://countyext.okstate.edu/


  Oregon


  Poultry Science Department


  Department of Animal and Rangeland Sciences


  Oregon State University


  112 Withycombe Hall


  2921 SW Campus Way


  Corvallis, OR 97331


  541-737-3431


  http://osu.orst.edu/extension/home/county.html


  Pennsylvania


  Cooperative Extension


  Penn State University


  Old Main


  State College, PA 16801


  814-863-7621


  http://extension.psu.edu/


  Rhode Island


  Cooperative Extension


  University of Rhode Island


  3 East Alumni Ave. Kingston, RI 02881


  401-874-2900


  web.uri.edu/coopext


  South Carolina


  Cooperative Extension


  Clemson University


  103 Barre Hall


  Clemson, SC 29634


  864-656-9999


  www.clemson.edu/extension/


  South Dakota


  Cooperative Extension


  South Dakota State University


  PO Box 2175


  Brookings, SD 57007


  605-688-4121


  www.sdstate.edu/sdsu-extension


  Tennessee


  Animal Science Department


  University of Tennessee


  2621 Morgan Circle 121 Morgan Hall


  Knoxville, TN 37996


  865-974-7114


  https://extension.tennessee.edu/Pages/default.aspx


  Texas


  Poultry Science Department


  Texas A&M University


  Kleberg Center


  Suite 101


  2472 TAMU


  474 Olsen Blvd. College Station, TX 77845


  979-845-1931


  http://posc.tamu.edu/


  Utah


  Animal and Veterinary Sciences


  Utah State University


  Agricultural Sciences Building 4900 Old Main Hill


  Logan, UT 84322


  435-797-2200


  http://extension.usu.edu/


  Vermont


  Cooperation Extension


  University of Vermont Burlington, VT 05405


  802-656-3131


  www.uvm.edu/extension


  Virginia


  Department of Animal & Poultry Sciences


  Virginia Polytechnic Institute Blacksburg, VA 24061


  540-231-5087


  www.ext.vt.edu/offices/


  Washington


  Cooperative Extension


  Washington State University


  Pullman, WA 99163


  509-335-3564


  http://extension.wsu.edu/


  West Virginia


  Cooperative Extension


  University of West Virginia


  Morgantown, WV 26506


  304-293-2406


  www.ext.wvu.edu/


  Wisconsin


  Poultry Science Department 260


  Animal Sciences


  University of Wisconsin


  1675 Observatory Dr.


  Madison, WI 53706


  608-262-9764


  http://counties.uwex.edu/


  Wyoming


  Cooperative Extension Service


  University of Wyoming


  1000 E. University Avenue


  Laramie, WY 82071


  307-766-3566


  www.uwyo.edu/uwe/


  OTHER POULTRY LINKS


  Feathersite


  www.feathersite.com/


  An on-line zoological garden of domestic poultry, including photos, video and information about various breeds of fowl.


  ORGANIZATIONS


  American Poultry Association


  133 Millville Street


  Mendon, MA 01756


  508-473-8769


  www.ampltya.com/


  The American Livestock Breeds Conservancy


  Box 477, Pittsboro, NC 27313


  www.livestockconservancy.org


  American Pasture Poultry


  Producers Association


  5207 70th Street


  Chippewa Falls, WI 54729


  www.apppa.org/
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