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        The world is my oyster.

        I need no one.

        The city is my playground.

        A voice cautions me.

        Be careful, it pleads.

        Return to safety.

        But I am

      
        invincible.

        Oyster

      

      

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        
        Green bills,

        crinkled pieces of paper

        touched by millions of fingers,

        or new ones

        fresh off the press—

        or even plastic,

        digital numbers

        on a glowing screen,

        offering me freedom,

      
        power, and happiness.

        Money

      

      

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        
        Midnight will be beautiful,

        they said.

        Join us here

        for our revelry.

        Sinful rendezvous,

        intoxicating pleasure.

        Get lost in sensation.

        No one mentioned

      
        the hangover.

        Midnight
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        is never enough.

        I want more.

        More, more, more.

        I think one more

        will be enough,

        but my greed

        startles even myself.

        Gluttonous fool

      
        am I.

        I Want More

      

      

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        
        I need nothing.

        I can get by

        on my own.

        You really want

        me to believe

        there is a savior

        for this broken world?

        Tell me another fairytale,

        but I can’t promise

      
        I will listen.

        Scoff

      

      

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        
        Flush upon

        my heated skin,

        racing heartbeat,

        pulsing throb

        thrumming

        through my veins.

        Spinning,

        teetering

        on the edge of

        the precipice.

        Jump?

        I scream as

      
        I fall instead.

        Fever

      

      

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        
        Stripped of my pride,

        it hurts.

        Wounded sting to

        my fragile ego,

        cracked open

        and scrambled

        on the surface

        of the sun.

        Monsters eating

      
        my crash.

        Crash
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