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Come now,

and let us reason together,

saith the Lord:

Isaiah 1:18a

Prologue

––––––––

There comes a time in most people’s lives when someone who has come to know you asks, “Why do you do that?”  Or perhaps while discussing a significant issue with others a person asks you, “Why do you believe this?”  These also might be questions you are led to ask yourself after an experience that causes you to want to examine your habits or beliefs.  It is a good practice to do so occasionally, even if it is for no reasons other than to wish to change a practice or grow in understanding.

One of the admonitions the Apostle Peter gives us is to always be ready to give others an answer why we believe salvation and eternal life are attainable through Jesus Christ.  1 Peter 3:15, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: (KJV).  We are living in an age of information overload.  Confronted by the unrelenting flood of knowledge and news it has become most difficult to take time for reflection to quietly explore questions relating to who we are, and on what we have based our beliefs.  In Psalm forty-six verse ten the Lord instructs us to “Be still and know that I am God.”  The Psalmist reminds us to take time away from the whirlwind of our days to know what we believe in our innermost being.  

Back when I had completed my first two or three books I had determined to eventually try to write a Christian adventure or love story. After self-publishing my sixth novel, I began to wonder and ask what I should write next.  I had written two historical adventure stories.  Two others can be classified as novels in the genre of crime.  Another is a romance novel, and one is a love story set in a fictional Christian background.  In it I explore how tragedies affect people and even shake the strongest faith.  Now I felt the time was right to attempt that Christian adventure story.  For inspiration for a story I had begun to read Christian novels.  

I tend to get my ideas for stories from something I see, read or hear that intrigues me or causes me to ask serious questions.  My novel, “Secrets of Hawking Manor” grew from a painting of an old English country estate I had seen in a hotel with its own history.  The painting had captured my interest and imagination.  I couldn’t get the scene of the estate out of my mind.  I wondered what kind of people might have lived at that estate in its glory days, what their joys and their sorrows were, and what problems and opportunities their time in history presented to them.  I invented the characters, spent many hours researching the time in history in which I had set the novel and enjoyed writing the story of the lives of my characters.  These characters became my companions throughout the months I wrote the novel.  The research of the time in history in which I had set the storyline I found delightful and enlightening.  It inspired me to write a sequel.  I received my inspiration for the next five novels in similar fashion, and I enjoyed writing each one of those novels as well.

As I have mentioned, once I had completing my last novel, I decided to write that Christian book I had thought I would like to write years earlier, but inspiration and enthusiasm for the themes and characters I had explored abandoned me.  Even though I had played with several ideas in my mind the excitement I needed to settle on one of these and start to plan for plot and characters did not emerge with any of my ideas.  Then I read an account of one of the Apostles named in the New Testament.  That narrative did ignite my interest.  But the more I thought about writing a novel featuring a hero or a heroin who encounters adventures like this disciple had experienced on his travels two thousand years earlier, I realized it was not what I wanted my next book to be.

What I knew of these disciples’ lives and ministries, what I had read of the messages they had left behind was a reason for my faith.  Fictionalizing this did not appeal to me the more I thought about it.  Struggling to sort out what I wanted to write I became convinced I should find out as much as I could about each of these men who had followed Jesus for several years.  I was sure they had encountered many adventures and had to overcome many difficulties.  The idea struck me to search beyond what I knew of them and write about what I found out.  

Consequently, I determined to challenge myself to do the mountain of research I knew it would require and write not a novel, as I had first thought to do, but a nonfiction account.  While I had read the account that morning which had inspired me, I had also felt deeply drawn to once more analyse the reasons why I had believed all biblical teachings to be true.  I had trusted that Jesus Christ is the Son of God through whom I had become reconciled to an almighty God many years earlier.  It was not that I had begun to doubt what I believed, but I thought it good to show how my experiences validated my faith and to share my testimony of the power of God’s love.

Chapter 1: Why

––––––––

Over the past twenty centuries many people have debated and written about the events the Bible tells.  Luke, the physician, in the Gospel of Luke chapter one writing to his friend in verses one to three states, “Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word.  Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus.” (NIV)

Most who came after the writers of the New Testament were not eyewitnesses but theologians, rabbis, bishops, pastors and teachers of Christianity, individuals who had studied biblical teachings, accounts and doctrine extensively.  Many of those individuals devoted their adult life to their work.  Some saw it their calling to explain and support the truths the Bible teaches.  They analyzed ancient written works.  They examined traditions handed down from ancient time.  In their research they followed all leads at length and carefully recorded their findings and conclusions.  

Some of these writers set out initially with the aim to disprove claims the sacred writings of the Bible make only to change their motivation once they had immersed themselves in their studies.  Among these men we find Simon Greenleaf, a principal founder of the Harvard Law School (1783 -1853).  His Treatise on the Evidence is still highly regarded today.  He went on to write An Examination of the Testimony of the four Evangelists by the Rules of Evidence Administered in the Courts of Justice.  In this work he applies the rules of his Treatise of the Evidence and came to the conclusion that the witnesses who wrote the Gospels were reliable and that the resurrection of Jesus happened indeed.

William Mitchell Ramsay (1851 - 1939) a noted archaeologist had hoped to find evidence to disprove biblical claims by examining historical and archaeological evidence.  Instead he found, and had to admit that fact after fact proved what the Bible taught.

More recently the biologist and geologist professor and former staunch evolutionist Gary Parker set out to disprove biblical teaching, as did Lee Strobel an investigative reporter.  Lee Strobel details his attempts to proof that Jesus as the Son of God was a myth in his book, A Case for Christ. What he found instead was faith in Jesus Christ the one he had set out to show to have been no more than a myth.  Like Lee Strobel Gary Parker embraced the faith.

Dr. John Martin struggled for five years to make his case against the Bible.  Eventually in his book Incredible Creatures that Defy Evolution he shows that he reached a different conclusion.  So did Francis Collins, a noted geneticist.  He also searched deeply to disprove New Testament claims and changed his mind, as did Josh McDowell who eventually wrote The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict in which he in the end defends the Christian faith.  Others maybe cited who converted to Christianity trying to disproof biblical teaching or the existence of God.  For the purpose of this book let these seven examples suffice.

Most people will at least agree that the Bible is an extraordinary book.  It is not hard to point to many reasons.  One of the least important of these is the fact that more Bibles have been published than any other book since 1455, when Gutenberg used movable type to print the first book in the western hemisphere, the Bible.

The writer James Chapman created a list of the most published books of the last fifty years.  He shows that nearly four billion copies of the Bible were published during that time.  In my estimation that is an incredible number of books that at the least borders on the miraculous.  It also suggests that many people are hungry for the truth and are searching for God.

A more important reason than the number of Bibles published for me is that millions of people have claimed the New Testament message had changed their character, their outlook on life, as well as the goals they had previously established for their future years.  Another telling point for me is that many prophesies in the Scriptures made over many centuries by numerous prophets were fulfilled in the thirty-three short years of Jesus’ life on earth.  In addition, when I consider the life and death of the apostles and other eyewitnesses of Jesus Christ’s ministry, and what resulted from their labours against all odds, I must humble myself and believing in the existence of an almighty God cry and out in my heart, “Oh God, how great thou art!”

Whenever I consider the visible and invisible physical world, it also drives me to ask, “How did all this beauty, majesty and order come to be?  What controls the intricate movements of the earth and the countless heavenly bodies in the universe many of which we cannot see with the naked eye?  I am always amazed to think that for all living beings, whether plant or animal, whatever their form may be, there is a reason, a purpose.  We know that one form supports other forms of living entities.  Can all that happen by chance?  It is far easier for me to believe that an almighty intelligence had planned it out.

I must ask myself if an inert, lifeless object can change into a living being without the will and intervention of an almighty creator?  These kinds of questions also led me to search, ponder and believe what the Bible tells us.  It is written in the Scriptures that we have no excuse for not believing based on what we can see and observe in nature.  Moreover, many incredible things exist that we cannot readily see and observe without specific equipment.  The working of the human brain is one example.  The building blocks of all matter, the atom, cannot be seen with the human eye yet trillions of atoms are arranged in specific ways in each item of observable substances.  What about quantum particles and antimatter?  All function in specific and predictable ways. Why are emotions which are abstract and intangible visible on faces and observable in body language?  How can all this be by chance?

Having pondered the subject of the existence of God several times in my life, after living through experience that defied logic, I would like to add my voice to those people who have expressed to have searched for the meaning of life.  Perhaps they researched to some degree topics related to spiritual matters like I have done, but who also had little or no formal training in Christian doctrine or other doctrines.  Like these men and women, I can only speak of how my life’s experiences and times of personal searching have convinced me to embrace biblical teachings and trust in Jesus Christ’s finished work.

In John 19:30 we read that Jesus, moments before he bowed his head and gave up his life, cried out, “It is finished,” signifying that the work he had come to do on earth was at that moment complete.  He did not cry out, “I am finished” because he continued his work through his disciples and continues his work today through his followers.  He had promised to be with each follower until the end.  In Matthew 28:19-20 we read Jesus saying, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (NIV).  He claims here to be with his followers until the end.  In other words, he is still with us even though we don’t see him.  It seemed reasonable to me to read about and research this topic to find out what specific work was his to do while he was here on earth, and how he had accomplished it.

We hear Jesus say in Luke 19:10 after having been accused by the religious leaders of eating with sinners, “For the Son of man is come to seek and save that which was lost.” (KJV).  Only he, being a member of the Godhead and without sin, was able to accomplish this and satisfy God’s perfect and just judgment on sin, which penalty is death.  To pay the price for the sin of all sinners and reconcile them to God he had to give his blood and life as a sin offering for everyone who would chose to accept his gift of salvation to the world.  His work of paying for the sins of all people he completed with that cry and his death.  His resurrection is the sign that God had accepted his work for all time.

We all have the ability to choose.  We prize this capacity and count it a human right.  In fact, it is a God given ability.  He loves all children, women, and men and wants them to walk with him.  He is patient and uses events and circumstanced to draw us to him, but he will not strive to reconcile us to him forever, as the Bible tells us.  He has given us a free will, the ability to choose.  We can choose him or reject him.  Life teaches us that all choices carry with them consequences.  In Revelations 3:20 Jesus says, “Here I am! I stand at the door, and knock: if anyone hears my voice, and opens the door, I will come and eat with that person, and they with me.” (NIV).  It is the person inside the room who can choose to open the door or not to open it.  This decision God leaves up to each of us to make.

For this book I want to continue shining a light on the Apostles, the twelve eyewitnesses who testified about this earthly work of the Messiah.  They were a group of people of whom we would have to say they were average working people.  For the most part they had not a great amount of special abilities, hardly the kind of individuals that we would select to do amazing things.  Yet, they went out against incredible odds and evangelized much of their world, a world of people often hostile to them.  In my view this could not have been possible by spreading a myth or a lie.  It could not have succeeded unless God was with them. I felt convinced I could discover a great deal more researching the lives of these early Christians than I knew and share it in this book. 

I will also focus briefly on a few others of whom we read in the New Testament who also were eyewitnesses or had contact with several eyewitnesses in their search for the truth.  The life’s story of all these individuals is a key reason why I am convinced of the truth and reliability of the Scriptures.  Focusing on these early Christians I want to speak a little on how reading of their testimonies touches me, and what thoughts their walk with God stirs up in me.  I want to ask, “What is the silent, underlying message each of them left behind?”  In conclusion, I will point to my own life experiences.  Some of the incidents in my life had the potential to make me doubt the existence of a loving God.  But there were also many other occurrences which clearly overshadow those and led me to believe and continue to believe and embrace an eternal, all powerful and divine God who cares for me and orders my way day by day.

Chapter 2: The Message

––––––––

In the centuries before Christ it was the function of the high priest in Israel to offer a sin offering first for himself and then for the sins of the whole nation.  In the Holy Place within the tabernacle an inner room existed which was called the Holy of Holies.  Before it a thick curtain hung called the veil.  Only the high priest could step behind this veil and that only once each year on the Day of Atonement.  He could never enter the Holy of Holies without blood.  He also had to observe all the divine instructions before he entered this Holy of Holies behind the veil, the place where the presence of God dwelled among his chosen people.  There the high priest had to offer the sacrifices for himself and the people at large.  This had to happen year after year.  See Numbers 35:28 and Exodus 30:10 for fuller descriptions.

The Gospels tell us that at the moment Jesus died on the cross this veil in the temple in Jerusalem split down the middle from top to bottom.  To me this is an extraordinary occurrence.  Why at that moment, and how could it split on its own?  Early Jewish tradition indicated that this veil was very thick.  While the Gospels do not tell us many specific details about this veil, rabbinic commentaries claimed it was exceedingly beautiful and the width of a man’s hand, about four inches thick.  Some have suggested that horses tied to each end could not pull it apart, and that it was replaced each year.  Judging from the research I did and the literature I found, I can say with conviction only that it appears this veil had been wonderfully beautiful and thick.

Regardless of how thick it was, it would have been highly unusual for the veil to split on the day Jesus had been crucified.  In addition, it begs me to wonder why it would split from top to bottom.  Was this God’s affirmation that Christ’s work was finished, and he no longer demanded the high priest to step behind this veil for the yearly sin offerings?

Jesus as the sinless Son of God was the perfect high priest, not chosen by the Sanhedrin or the king, as the high priests of the Old Testament were but ordained by God, his Father.  His sacrifice satisfied God’s judgment on sin.  He paid the penalty for people’s sin for all time.  We read in John 3:16-17 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.” (NIV)

What did Jesus offer up to God to atone for the people of the world?  The penalty for sin was death.  Sin offerings demanded the sprinkling of blood.  His offering was his blood and his life.  His resurrection from the dead was God’s statement that Jesus was the Son of God, and that his offering was sufficient and accepted for all time.

This was the message the disciples took to their world, after Jesus had ascended and had returned to God the Father.  Since they had been with Jesus and were eyewitnesses of his miracles, his messages and his life, they would for the rest of their lives bear witness of God’s plan of salvation and Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension.  They took this message to a world whose people in large measure were hostile to them and their message of the Son of God coming to earth to bring salvation to those who chose to claim it.

In the disciple’s own country the religious leaders were extremely hostile toward them as they had been toward Jesus.  The prophecy of Isaiah 53:3 came true in his time.  “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.”  And in John 1:11 we read, “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” (KJV).  The crucifixion and resurrection accounts are certainly reasons why I am convinced Jesus Christ was no ordinary man.

These accounts are found in all four Gospels.  We find them in Matthew 27-28, Mark 15-16, Luke 23-24 and John 19-20.  Many Jews and Romans witnessed these things. All people in Jerusalem had heard of it.  Men and women watching what took place were mentioned by name in these accounts.  Several miraculous occurrences are reported to have taken place during this particular crucifixion that simply cannot be explained by coincidence.  In addition to the Gospel writers’ accounts a number of ancient non-Christian writers recorded the crucifixion of Jesus.  The letters of Mara Bar-Serapion to his son written sometime in the 70 AD time period mentions the unjust punishment endured by the King of the Jews.  Some scholars believe he spoke of the crucifixion of Jesus.  Josephus had also written about it in the Testimonium Flavianum.  Tacitus, a famous Roman historian wrote about the persecutions of Christians under Nero and that Pilate had ordered the crucifixion of Jesus.  The many specific details describing these events imply that a large number of eyewitnesses had reported what had happened.

The Jewish religious leaders also hunted his followers down as Saul of Tarsus did before his conversion.  They imprisoned them, were inclined to stone them, and had accused them to the Romans who crucified them.  Despite it and against tremendous odds these disciples carried on proclaiming the message of salvation to men and women everywhere.

Jesus had warned his disciples that they would be persecuted because they testified about him.  In Mark 13:9 we read, “But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you up to councils, and you will be beaten in the synagogues.  You will be brought before rulers and kings for My sake, for a testimony to them.” (NKJV).  And John the Apostle tells us that Jesus told them, “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.  If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own.  As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.  That is why the world hates you.”  (NIV).  See also Matthew 10:22, Luke 21:16-17 and John 15:18-25.

These disciples travelling to near places and to distant countries also faced many hardships associated with their travels.  They went to unknown places with few resources, encountered hunger, severe weather, uncertain and slow transportation, thieves, mobs, hostile officials and death.  Most of their land travel was on foot.  They did not go with the protection of an army or with bodyguards.  They carried no weapons.  Smart phones, global positioning equipment and even the telegraph would not be invented for many centuries.  They shouted no battle cries, but sang hymns of God’s love for all men, women and children and of the Saviour they knew.  They suffered rejection, ridicule, physical hardships and beatings without complaining or thinking of turning back.

They went because they believed without a doubt that the Messiah had finally come, and they had been told to go “into all the world” with the message from the Son of God in whom they believed and whose witnesses they were.  They did so against all odds, but upheld by what they had witnessed Jesus do and heard him say.  By their Saviour’s promise that he would be with them until the end they carried on.  And so, they witnessed to Jews and Gentiles alike, as they travelled from place to place and preached to men, women, and children the Good News that God, the Creator, loved them and gave his own son that they could have forgiveness of sin by believing in him, in his finished work on the cross and his resurrection from the grave and in so doing receive eternal life.

What in terms of earthly goods did these witnesses have to gain?  At one time, when they still believed, as did most in Israel, that the promised Messiah would overthrow the Roman rule and establish an earthly kingdom, they had hoped to get a leading position in that kingdom.  But as they went out now they were under no illusions that this would take place in their time.  Jesus had told them of the future destruction that would happen to Jerusalem and that he must die but would rise again.  How could they rejoice in their hardships and the persecutions they endured?  In the face of imprisonments, beatings and a brutal, painfully slow death they sang hymns. They rejoiced to be counted worthy to deliver to the people in their world the message of Good News and God’s love.

Chapter 3:  Who Were the Disciples?

––––––––

The twelve disciples or apostles as they were called after Jesus had risen were twelve men Jesus had called to spent time with him, to learn from him and to get to know him. A disciple is a student, an apprentice and an adherent and follower.  He wanted to teach them about God, show them who he was, explain what he came to do and tell them of the Kingdom of Heaven.

It follows, in my opinion, that his purpose also would have been to prepare them for a life of witnessing of what they had heard him say and saw him do.  We read in the Gospels that one day walking by the Sea of Galilee Jesus saw two fishermen mending their nets.  He called them to follow him, and told them he would make them fishers of men.  Incredible to me is the fact that they left everything and followed him immediately.  See Matthew 4:18-20. 

Reading this begs me to ask, what kind of man was this who could ask two individuals working at their trade to go with him, and they do so straight away leaving behind their means to make their living?  Days before this Andrew, who had been a disciple of John the Baptist had introduced Peter to Jesus, but we read nowhere that Jesus had asked either of these two to follow him at that meeting.  In John 1:40-42 we read, “One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, “We have found the Messiah (which is translated, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, ‘You are Simon the son of Jonah.  You shall be called Cephas’ which is translated, a Stone.” (NKJV).  Jewish people at this time were hoping for the promised Messiah to come, free them from Roman rule and set up a kingdom.

In Luke 3:15-16 we read of their waiting for this fulfillment of God’s promise.  “The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah.  John answered them all, ‘I baptize you with water.  But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.’” (NIV)

Andrew and Peter were fishermen.  They along with their father, Jonah, owned their boat and perhaps more than one.  It took much work to maintain the equipment needed to be successful at their trade.  Peter was a married man.  His wife’s mother lived them.  Their father likely had dependents too.  Clearly, Andrew and Peter were convinced this man who called them to follow him was no ordinary man.  It appears they did not debate whether their father could carry on alone.  They did not ask how they would support their dependants.

Jesus did not assure them of property or wealth when he called them.  He only promised to make them fishers of people.  They did not ask what he meant by fishers of men, nor what they would need to do or what it would cost them.  Neither did Jesus hide from them that they would face persecution and hardships for following him.

Most interesting to me also, reading and researching information about the individuals known as Jesus’ disciples was to realize that the twelve men were ordinary people like most of us are.  In fact Mathew was a tax collector, someone the people at that time despised.  Simon the Zealot was a revolutionary who actively opposed the Roman occupation forces.  Several of them were fishermen.  They ranged greatly in temperament.  Some were headstrong and other timid.  There were those who firmly believed the Messiah would come soon, and there were doubters in this group of men.

Like Andrew and Peter, Jesus called the sons of Zebedee, James and John while they were at their place of work.  They too were fishermen.  It is thought by some writers that their father was a man of means.  Some writers suggest James and John were Andrew and Peter’s partners.  Being fishermen they, no doubt, at least knew each other.

One of the twelve, Judas Iscariot has become infamous over the centuries for his betrayal of Jesus.  Even after two thousand years it is not unusual to hear someone call a person who betrayed their confidence a Judas.  To me this disciple is pitiful.  He heard Jesus speak of how to reap treasures in heaven and many other amazing things.  He saw him heal lepers and calm a storm. He was a witness when Jesus raised their friend, Lazarus, from the dead.  What was Judas thinking?  What motivated him to sell Jesus out to those who wanted him crucified?  We know from the Gospels that he was responsible for the group’s funds and appeared to love money.  Still, it is hard to think he would betray his Lord for thirty pieces of silver.  I read in the Gospels that Jesus once asked what it would profit someone to gain the whole world and lose his soul in the process, and wonder what Judas state of mind was.  With that act he had fulfilled an Old Testament prophesy.  See Zechariah 11: 12-13.  Judas had sold his soul not for the whole world but for thirty pieces of silver.

The other men Jesus called also were common folk, men of average talents and means.  Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus were all called individually or brought to Jesus by another disciple.  These five are less known.  Less is written about them, but each one continued to the end of his life to be an eyewitness of the life of Jesus Christ, his crucifixion and resurrection, and each one continued to proclaim Jesus’ message against great odds and unjust persecution.

In the pages to follow I will attempt to find as much as is possible and describe each of the twelve men individually fully, and say to what conclusion each of their portraits has led me.  In addition, I will research and write about four others of whom we read in the Bible and who also were eyewitnesses or would have been able to meet and speak to eyewitnesses in their search for the truth about Jesus, the Messiah.

Who were these twelve men?  They were ordinary men.  No special accomplishments or talents had distinguished them from millions of other men before Jesus had called them to follow him.  Their education consisted of what was offered all Jewish boys who eventually would make their living at a trade commonly found at their time in history.  They lived in a country occupied by Roman legions and controlled by Roman law.  They lived in the hope that soon the Messiah who had been promised them by several prophets in the Scriptures would come and free them from Roman rule.

Following Jesus they at first had believed they had found the Messiah who would set up this promised Jewish kingdom for which the people of the land had hoped for a long time.  But being with Jesus for three years they learned of all that Jesus taught, and they began to realize he had not come to set up an earthly kingdom.  They saw the miracles he performed.  It had to convince them Jesus was more than just a man.  His death by crucifixion, his resurrection from the dead and his ascension opened their eyes to who he truly was.  They had realized that instead of freeing Israel from Roman rule they had found the Son of God who had come to prepare for them a place in his heavenly kingdom.  They had found he had come to offer them and all men women and children a life full of meaning on this earth and eternal life thereafter in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Chapter 4: The Time in History

––––––––

As I had already mentioned, many people in Israel at that time eagerly waited for the Messiah to come.  Several Old Testament prophets wrote and proclaimed the coming of a Saviour, the Messiah.  Devout Israelites hoped he would soon come and free them from Roman rule much like Moses had freed them from slavery in Egypt many centuries earlier.  Many in this part of the world would have learned of these prophecies early in life, known about them and longed for their fulfillment in their time.

Two of the prophets who prophesied about the coming of a Saviour were Micah and Isaiah writing many years before the birth of Christ. The prophet Micah wrote, “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be Ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” Micah 5:2 (NIV) In Isaiah 9:6 the prophet tells us of a very special child that will be born in time.  “It will be a son,” he prophesied. “The government will be on his shoulders and he will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace,” he continued to say.  These words to those waiting for the Messiah described the Son of God.  Isaiah further wrote in 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give a sign: Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” (NKJV).  Immanuel is a Hebrew word meaning God with us.  Sometimes this name is spelled Emmanuel, but it refers to the same prophesy.

Two aged individuals we read about in the second chapter of Luke’s Gospel verses twenty-five to thirty-eight are Simeon and Anna, the Prophetess.  When they saw Marry and Joseph, who had brought their baby to the temple for the purification ceremony, they became overjoyed.  These two spoke of the child as the one who would bring salvation to Israel.

John the Baptist told men sent by the Pharisees to question him about who he was and what he was doing that he was not the Messiah but was called to prepare the way for the coming of the Lord.  He later identified Jesus as the one of whom he had spoken.  John 1:29 (KJV) “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, ‘Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”  Some of Jesus disciples had spent time with John and may well have been present when he identified the one who was to come whose way he was preparing.

The apostles from time to time appeared to have come to this conclusion also that Jesus had to be the Son of God, but they appeared not to have fully understood this until Jesus had risen from the dead.  They had seen him do many miracles. They had witnessed the compassion he had for people and whole crowds.  They had watched Jesus look up to heaven, bless five loaves of bread and two fish and give them this food to distribute.  With it the disciples fed over five thousand people.  Then, as he had asked them to do, they had gone and gathered twelve baskets full of leftovers. Please see Matthew 14:13-21 for the specific details.  How could they not wonder who this man was who could perform this kind of miracle?

There was a time when Jesus asked them who people said he was before he turned and asked them who they thought he was.  In response Peter exclaimed, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Still, not until after Jesus had risen from the dead did Peter and the other disciples fully comprehend what that meant.

Many people in Israel at this time were not only hoping the promised Messiah would come to free them, but they also believed it would happen soon.  Among these likely were some of the twelve disciples.  Much of the population hated the oppressive Roman rulers and some had begun planning a rebellion.  Simon the Zealot was one of these.  Most of the disciples appeared to be of the same mind as most of the people were until Jesus resurrection, even though Jesus had taught them what the Kingdom of God was like.  He had told them numerous times that he would be killed, but rise again after three days.  See Mark 8: 31 - 38; Luke 18: 31 - 33; Matt 20: 17 - 19.

He had made no statement indicating that he had it in mind to plan and gather people to unite and overthrow the Roman rule and fight against the occupation forces.  When Peter drew his sword at the time the mob led by Judas came to arrest him, he told Peter to put his sword away.  “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword.”  See Matthew twenty-six.  At those times when Jesus sent out his twelve disciples in pairs to the people of Israel he gave them authority to heal people not to enlist them in an army.  He told the twelve to take no money with them or anything else, not even an extra change of clothes.  See Matthew ten.  Luke in chapter ten verses three to six tells us of seventy-two that Jesus sent out again with similar instructions. “Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.  Do not take a purse or a bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.  When you enter a house say, ‘Peace to this house.’ If someone who promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you.” (NIV)

Jesus in Luke twenty-two verse thirty-six speaking of the future’s upheaval and the destruction that would come, told his followers then to be prepared for it.  He indicated that a time was coming when they would need a purse, and if they trusted in swords then they would be advised to use a sword.  But that was not to happen during his time on earth.

At the time when Jesus walked on the earth and called the disciples to follow him the area around the Mediterranean Sea was considered the center of the world by geographers.  The first Roman emperor ruled the empire of Rome.  Its legions had conquered Palestine and subjected its people to Roman rule. The Roman Empire kept expanding at this time.  By the end of the first century it would have pushed east as far as Asia Minor and the Middle East, south into Northern Africa, west to Spain and north to the British Ilse.  The Roman prefect Pontius Pilate governed Judaea when Jesus walked on this earth. The people were burdened with paying heavy taxes to Rome.  They struggled against Pilate’s attempts to undo Jewish laws and customs.  Heavy penalties awaited those who broke the law and those who were thought to incite a rebellion.  The second Holy Temple still stood intact in Jerusalem.  To it devout Jews from all over the known world made pilgrimages to worship the God of their ancestors.

The King James Bible in Galatians four and verses four to seven calls it the “Fullness of time,” meaning just the right time, the time ordained by God for the promised Messiah to come, and for the prophesies to be fulfilled.  “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.  Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’  So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.” (NIV)

This time in history Roman rule greatly expanded.  The Romans had not only overrun other nations, but they had taken the best of these nations young men, indoctrinated them and enlisted them into their armies.  They had the people they ruled build roads, bridges and viaducts.  The taxes they had demanded from the conquered people financed what they built, paid for their expanding armies and enriched Caesar.  These victors ruled with an iron fist and brutally dealt with all who opposed them.  Those were the conditions when the disciples went “into all the world” as eyewitnesses to reveal and proclaim the Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ, God’s Son.  

The Apostles One by One

Chapter 5: Thaddaeus

––––––––

As I start this section I want to focus on the lesser known disciples first.  One of these men was Thaddaeus.  Little is known about his life.  His name in Greek means large hearted and courageous.  Some writers describe him as good hearted with a servant’s attitude.  Others thought he had been a Zealot and had not been opposed to using force.  He is sometimes paired with Simon the Zealot.  He is also referred to by at least three names.  Matthew in the tenth chapter calls him Thaddaeus.  At that occasion Jesus had called his disciples together to send them out to witness to the people of Israel.

Thaddaeus appears to be the name by which he is most often called.  Other names sometimes used are Labbaeus and Judas, son of James, as he is identified in Luke 6:16 and Acts 1:13.  From the account in Acts 1:13 we also learn that he was part of the group of disciples in the “Upper Room” after Jesus ascended to heaven, and the eleven disciples chose Matthias to replace Judas Iscariot.  He is also sometimes referred to as Jude, the son of James. Some scholars think he may be the author of the short Book of Jude in the Bible.  Still others believe later authors trying to distinguish him from Judas Iscariot shortened Judas to Jude in his case.

If he wrote that book of Jude, he was a master of crafting beautifully expressive language.  The opening greeting is delightfully worded.  The Doxology at
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