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Toward our real mission in this life

Can we keep God or our life for that matter, under control? 

[image: A silhouette of a person on a horse with a sword and a stick

Description automatically generated]

“Hurry up, Sancho, hurry. Rush your donkey promptly. Nighttime is already coming. And the blackness always falls, on all those who are not strolling.”
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If you want to advance in this fallen world, you must fan the rising fire of your heart (which with each sin you have committed has become increasingly reduced) by placing a crown of thorns on it. This way, its renewed radiance will illuminate your mind and your rational intelligence with divine wisdom.

As a result, you will know from a divine source how to act, what to think, what to say and what to avoid at every moment of your existence.

This is what is meant to truly live always in this world by the will of your Father who is in heaven and also within your heart.

Once you manage through your honest effort to achieve proximity with His presence, your loving Father will direct you to your task, to your mission in this existence for yourself and others. A divine mission is always in agreement with the establishment of a new heaven and a new earth, which is, if you are a follower of Jesus, the reason you have come to this dark world, to become a true apostle of Jesus Christ. 

Be aware that this divine will is in your heart and is always given to you without measure by the action of the holy spirit that brings it to you as the gift that Jesus sent us in union with his Father to illuminate our path.

Because, leaving apart any vanity, if we ask ourselves what is good for the life of man and woman?

The only answer I can find is God, our Father, because God is sovereign. and what He has established for our good cannot be changed.

Do you want an overall solution for your life? 

Be in God’s presence and seek a relationship with your very Creator. This will bring satisfaction and contentment to your life. 

Or ask yourself: there is anything that I can control in this life? Did I create myself? ¿Do I own my life?

Can I change the consequences of my actions? Can I oppose God and win? Is my self-chosen way in life better than God’s?

Everything else that your fallen nature, your volition, your earthly intelligence, and your world tell you to do with your life is darkness.
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“When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished out of their sight. They said to each other, "Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?”

Lucas 24:30-32, RSV2CE.
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We have a small flame inside our hearts that on more than one occasion has been in danger to disappear forever due to our sins. If this happens, we will turn into soulless individuals living like robots in this world without any empathy or compassion for our suffering humanity, like true psychopaths who unfortunately exist in this dark world.

This flame is the presence of God in our soul and at the same time the seat of the presence of Jesus and the holy spirit -to guide us and protect us- and that He sent us as a great gift once He returned with his Father to the third heaven.

To fan our heart flame to grow its incandescence and emanation and melt this way the rock that our heart has become, is unfortunately what has mattered least to us in our lives, enraptured as we are with our body, this material world, and the lies of Satan.  

And probably, the most important reason we are not trying to fan the little flame of our heart is because to achieve this, we need to put a crown of thorns in it, and this is painful. 

We, followers of Jesus Christ, can accept Christ's redemption for humanity -understood as opening the doors for mankind to enter Paradise again- but we won’t climb our crosses to enact our salvation, because this will require to put the crown of thorns in our hearts that are full of worldly attachments for riches and pleasures that we are not willing to give up. 

We are like the young rich man who cannot enter the kingdom of God (Matthew 19:23, RSV2CE) because even though he was a virtuous individual who followed the commandments of his religion, was not willing to sell his possessions and give them up to the poor to follow Jesus and have a treasure in heaven instead. He did not want to be perfect as Jesus invited him to.

Jesus told us what we need to do to come after Him, but we do not want to deny ourselves and take our crosses to follow Him (Matthew 16:24, RSV2CE). It is painful.

Painful? Are we willing to exchange the mental emotional and even physical pain it causes us to abandon our sins, and attachments, our greed, our lust, our pride, our anger, our gluttony, our envy, and our laziness, for the pain that Jesus endured in the cross? 

Because to give away our selfishness is what implies to carry our crosses and put the crown of thorns in our hearts. 

Are we willing to exchange these personal sacrifices for the excruciating pain Jesus felt through the more than 300 hundred lashes he endured while carrying a very heavy cross while climbing the Golgotha? Or the pain caused by a crown of spines inserted without mercy in His head that caused his forehead to bleed profusely? Or the pain caused by the big nails that were hammered in His hands and feet? Or the slow asphyxiation and dehydration that eventually took His life? Are we willing to exchange that for our petty sins? 

The water and blood streaming from the side of Christ after it was pierced by a Roman soldier with a spear, are symbolic of the new life we receive in Baptism. Blood and water signify the two baptisms of martyrdom and Christian initiation (John 19:34, Blood and Water. RSV2CE). It indicates, just as Eve came forth from the side of Adam (Gen 2:21-23), that the Church is the bride of Christ that flows from his side. 

And yes, suffering and denial are central to the Christian life, and the five nails of the cross of Christ that include the crown of thorns could be considered our five bodily senses that due to our fallen nature are invitations to sin if we don’t have Christ with us at all times.

We have to symbolically die to live (martyrdom of giving away our sinful nature and Christian initiation), and as soon as we come after Jesus in spirit and truth, our hearts will burn with His presence.
[image: A painting of a person holding a heart

Description automatically generated]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The fire of the heart will illuminate the head
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“And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about how or what you are to answer or what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.”

Lucas 12:11-12

Have we considered how many times Jesus had intellectual encounters with the Pharisees, scribes, and doctors of the law during His ministry?

I am quite sure that He had several more encounters than the ones that the New Testament writers recorded. And in not one of those intellectual challenges, He was put through, He was defeated by His adversaries.

Was this because he read many books or because He was an expert on the reading of the scriptures? Even more than the doctors of the law and the scribes?

No, it was because Jesus was filled with the holy spirit. His words were not taught by human wisdom but inspired and taught directly by the holy spirit of God. 

Jesus was always full of the holy spirit and in an intimate communion with His Father in heaven at all times. Divine knowledge is regained through the breath of God, and it can be attained intimately in every individual through the action of the holy spirit. The action of the holy spirit is in us the breath of God. But can we have the mind of Christ in our daily living? We certainly can, and to achieve this intimacy, we will need to follow the treasure of Divine knowledge as given to us by Jesus to regain our lost righteousness (freedom from our fallen nature) and our lost holiness (freedom from the flesh) in the eyes of God. This was called by Saint Paul the apostle in 1 Corinthians 2:16, to “have the mind in Christ” (Davalos, 2022, The breath of God. Divine knowledge, and Human knowledge, p.13).
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