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    Is This Us Fading Out was first performed at Watford Palace Theatre, on 30 September 2021, with the following cast:


    
      
        	
          SAMUEL

        

        	 

        	
          Jack Harrold

        
      


      
        	
          ANTHONY

        

        	 

        	
          Miguel Barrulas

        
      


      
        	
          Director

        

        	 

        	
          Joseph Winer

        
      

    


    An earlier version was produced by Swings & Roundabouts, and broadcast live online during the COVID-19 lockdown on 19 July 2020, with the following cast:


    
      
        	
          SAMUEL

        

        	 

        	
          George Fletcher

        
      


      
        	
          ANTHONY

        

        	 

        	
          Macy Seelochan

        
      


      
        	
          Director

        

        	 

        	
          Joseph Winer

        
      

    

  

  
    
      
    


    Characters


    SAMUEL

    ANTHONY


    
      Note on Text


      This play is written to be performed on a bare stage. There should be no scenery, no mime, no props, and no furniture.


      ( / ) indicates the point of interruption in overlapping dialogue.


      (…) indicates trailing off.


      ( – ) indicates interruption. Within speech it indicates a break in syntax.


      ( , ) on a separate line indicates deliberate silence from pressure, expectation or desire to speak.


      Words in [square brackets] are unspoken, indicating an unfinished thought.


      Punctuation is used to indicate delivery, not to conform to the rules of grammar.

    
  

  
    
      
    


    


    
      One


      ANTHONY Did I?


      SAMUEL Yes.


      Yes you did.


      ANTHONY Don’t remember changing


      SAMUEL It logged me out


      And now I can’t


      ANTHONY That might not be


      SAMUEL Log back in again


      Because you’ve changed


      ANTHONY Are you sure you’re not typing it wrong?


      SAMUEL I’m sure I’m typing it wrong


      Because I don’t know what I should be typing


      Because you’ve changed the password.


      ANTHONY Got so used to the auto-login


      SAMUEL Anthony.


      ANTHONY Yes


      Okay


      Fine


      I changed it


      I mean


      Of course I fucking changed it


      SAMUEL Why?


      ANTHONY It’s my


      SAMUEL Joint account.


      ANTHONY Account


      SAMUEL Knew you’d say that.


      ANTHONY Which I pay for


      SAMUEL We’re paying –


      We both paid.


      ANTHONY Out of my account.


      So, I mean


      Technically it’s


      SAMUEL Right.


      ANTHONY My


      SAMUEL Yep.


      ANTHONY Account.


      SAMUEL I get it.


      ANTHONY I’m not trying to sound –


      SAMUEL Well


      You are.


      So


      ANTHONY I’m not trying to.


      SAMUEL You didn’t have to…


      ANTHONY ?


      SAMUEL Straight away.


      Change the password.


      ANTHONY I don’t want to do that.


      Keep hold on little bits of our relationship in a Netflix limbo.


      We can’t do that


      SAMUEL I know we can’t –


      It’s not about me and you


      You don’t have to


      Constantly


      Treat it like it’s about


      ANTHONY I haven’t


      SAMUEL I’m not trying to hop back into bed with you Believe it or not


      I just want to watch some fucking TV


      Without you


      Patronising


      ANTHONY I didn’t mean to


      SAMUEL I know.


      You haven’t.


      You weren’t.


      I’m hungry


      I’m sorry.


      ANTHONY There’s –


      SAMUEL No


      Thank you.


      ANTHONY It’s left over.


      Won’t eat it.


      SAMUEL I’m fine.


      ANTHONY It’s just risotto.


      Doesn’t have to be political.


      SAMUEL I didn’t know once we broke up I wouldn’t have Netflix.


      It’s all…


      Change.


      ,


      I’m happy about it.


      Not happy, but


      ANTHONY I know.


      SAMUEL Don’t


      ANTHONY What.


      SAMUEL Let me –


      I can say this.


      Okay?


      Don’t talk and let me talk


      ANTHONY Okay.


      SAMUEL …


      ANTHONY ?


      SAMUEL I…


      I don’t know.


      What do I do now?


      ANTHONY I don’t know.


      SAMUEL I’ve got to set up my own.


      Account.


      ANTHONY If you want.


      SAMUEL I’m behind because of you.


      ANTHONY You haven’t started –


      SAMUEL Still on season three, I know.


      ANTHONY It gets shit.


      SAMUEL Really?


      ANTHONY I stopped watching.


      SAMUEL Really!


      ANTHONY I only watched it because you watched it.


      SAMUEL Oh.


      So


      You were never that into it


      Or?


      ANTHONY I don’t know.


      Maybe not.


      SAMUEL It’s my favourite show.


      ANTHONY I know.


      Just not mine.


      SAMUEL Got to ‘choose a plan’


      Look.


      ANTHONY Right.


      SAMUEL Which one did we…?


      Which one do you still


      ANTHONY Erm


      SAMUEL Actually


      ANTHONY I don’t…


      SAMUEL Don’t really want to do this now


      ANTHONY Standard, I think?


      SAMUEL I’ll do it later.


      ANTHONY Okay.


      SAMUEL Okay


      ANTHONY Okay.


      SAMUEL ,


      I’m going to have the risotto.

    

    
      Two


      ANTHONY Wanted to wait.


      That’s what they say.


      SAMUEL Who?


      ANTHONY Twenty-one days no contact.


      Then after twenty-one days you can reach out.


      SAMUEL Who says that?


      ANTHONY Science.


      SAMUEL No one says that.


      ANTHONY Everybody knows the twenty-one-day rule


      SAMUEL So for twenty-one days


      We weren’t allowed to see each other


      ANTHONY Which we did.


      No contact.


      SAMUEL Except I didn’t know that’s what we were


      doing


      ANTHONY Exactly.


      And I wasn’t going to ruin it


      SAMUEL Giving me the / magazine


      ANTHONY Giving you –


      Exactly.


      SAMUEL Twenty-one days


      ANTHONY Exactly.


      SAMUEL And now you’ve invited me here to give me my October issue of Vogue Man.


      ANTHONY I kept it in this plastic wallet.


      SAMUEL But we’re in March.


      ANTHONY Right.


      SAMUEL It’s been


      ANTHONY Also, I forgot.


      That was also –


      SAMUEL Four months


      ANTHONY I’m sorry.


      SAMUEL What about the other months?


      ANTHONY What months?


      SAMUEL The ones between October and March


      ANTHONY Oh.


      Erm.


      SAMUEL November? December? January?


      ANTHONY I only got the October issue.


      They just stopped coming after that.


      I thought you changed the shipping address.


      SAMUEL Yeah to Abi’s garage?


      ANTHONY You’re living with your sister?


      SAMUEL Thank you for this and…


      Thanks.


      ANTHONY I can show you how / to change it.


      SAMUEL No.


      Online?


      I’ll figure it out.

    

    
      Three


      SAMUEL I’m in Tesco


      In fact


      No


      I’m not.


      I’m not even in Tesco


      I’m thinking about going to Tesco


      And suddenly I’m like


      My blood pressure


      It shoots right up.


      Panic.


      Because if I go to Tesco


      I might see you


      You’d be there


      In the egg aisle


      Checking the eggs


      Opening the boxes and checking the eggs and My throat closes


      It really closes


      Really


      Closes up


      And I’m like


      Helloooooo I’m trying to breathe please don’t do that


      But I never bumped into you before in Tesco Before we met


      Even through we’ve lived in the same place for


      How long?


      And never once did we –


      But now


      I’m in Tesco


      And I am about to turn into the egg aisle


      And I am having this fucking anxiety attack.


      And I don’t understand because


      We ended well.


      Really well.


      And it was all very amicable and great, and that is great


      And this could work for us


      Living so close


      Because we like each other


      Genuinely


      As people


      Like each other.


      But it’s been three months


      And now this feeling


      And maybe we can’t


      Live in the same place any more


      And we need to live further away.


      ANTHONY Move?


      SAMUEL I’ve been thinking about it.


      ANTHONY You love it here.


      SAMUEL I know


      ANTHONY It’s not that kind of job.


      SAMUEL Exactly.


      ANTHONY You can’t get up and leave.


      SAMUEL Not like your job.


      ANTHONY Sorry?


      SAMUEL You could be anywhere.


      I couldn’t.


      You know that.


      I need to be here.


      Which isn’t the case for you.


      ANTHONY ,


      Right.


      SAMUEL And you’re single


      So there isn’t really reason / you’d need to say.


      ANTHONY You think I’m single?


      SAMUEL Your Grindr profile is four rows below mine.


      ANTHONY You’re on… [Grindr]?


      SAMUEL If that’s not an indication we’re way too close, then…


      ANTHONY So I’ve got to move?


      SAMUEL Someone’s made an offer.


      On the flat.


      ANTHONY When?


      SAMUEL Above asking.


      ANTHONY How much above?


      SAMUEL Yesterday.


      Erm, not much, not…


      A few grand.


      ANTHONY But it’s a buyer’s market, that’s what they’re saying.


      SAMUEL Elaine’s good.


      ANTHONY Said it could take years.


      SAMUEL Well, as good as estate agents get


      Which is


      ANTHONY A few grand?


      SAMUEL And that’s yours, that’s…


      Half of it, anyway


      Enough to…


      If you wanted…


      Invest in somewhere new


      ANTHONY Right.


      SAMUEL Stuff’s coming up all the time.


      Trowbridge is nice.


      ANTHONY Where the fuck is that?


      SAMUEL Trendy.


      ANTHONY Trowbridge?


      SAMUEL It’s up-and-coming.


      ANTHONY Far away.


      SAMUEL That’s the point.


      ANTHONY You’ve planned this.


      SAMEUL I just think


      ANTHONY Bet you talked it through with Elaine.


      SAMUEL She’s doing us a good deal.


      ANTHONY Is she?


      Well, thank fuck for Elaine.


      SAMUEL We can list with someone else.


      If you don’t want the deal –


      ANTHONY What if I don’t want to move?


      SAMUEL I don’t know.


      ,


      Maybe do it anyway.

    

    
      Four


      SAMUEL The contract was only twenty-four months and when that expired the visa expired so now…


      I’m here.


      Again.


      ANTHONY You look really…


      Fleshed out.


      Good.


      Arms.


      SAMUEL It’s the sun.


      The summers are, urgh, chef’s kiss, you know.


      ANTHONY When I heard you’d left I thought


      Basingstoke.


      Maybe Woking.


      And they said


      No, no. He’s in Cape Town now


      And I was like


      Whoa.


      Cape Town South Africa Cape Town?


      And okay


      Maybe for a couple of months, sure, but


      SAMUEL Didn’t feel long.


      Flew by.


      ANTHONY Two years is a long time.


      SAMUEL ,


      This party is…


      ANTHONY It’s a bit shit, isn’t it.


      SAMUEL The music is a choice.


      ANTHONY Who made the quiche?


      SAMUEL She used to flog her home-made moisturiser on Facebook.


      Helen.


      Do you remember?


      ANTHONY Probably tasted better.


      ,


      You didn’t say anything.


      When you left.


      I thought you’d…


      SAMUEL Back now, anyway.


      ANTHONY Long?


      SAMUEL Two weeks


      ANTHONY And then?


      SAMUEL Helsinki.


      ANTHONY Obviously.


      SAMUEL The company are expanding.


      It means I’m still doing what I’m doing


      ANTHONY Sure.


      SAMUEL Just not here.


      ANTHONY That’s good.


      SAMUEL Everything fell into place at the right time.

    

    
      Five


      ANTHONY I’m masturbating and thinking about you a lot.


      SAMUEL Okay.


      ANTHONY A lot.


      SAMUEL Right.


      I mean


      That’s nice.
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