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Dedication






This book is dedicated to my wife Maxine who
has been so supportive of my writing. I love you sweetheart you
keep on trucking, and I’ll do the same.


​ What’s
in this Book






The book features the best in completely free
apps. Sometimes two applications will have the same name. The
author will always choose the one which is free and has fewer features as opposed to the one that the reader
would have to pay for. I will always be referring to
the free app in this book. I hate filler,
so I only put the very best apps in this book.






​Free and
Legal






As a writer, the author
understands how hard it is to create a creative work so I am
against piracy. For this reason, all apps were either downloaded
from Google Play or iTunes to ensure they were legal and just with
all the books in the “in a Box” series of books free means free all
resources have a free component.






​What’s
in a Name






Since several mobile applications have the
exact same or very similar names under “App Name” The author put
the exact name of the application (app) and if two or more apps had
the same name such as Deal or No Deal the author included the name
of the developer as well.


​ How the
Apps got rated






First off I did not count the number of ads
or if an app has some annoying bug or even the occasional crash. I
rated the app on the following
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No mobile application received this low
rating.
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There is a good app in here somewhere, but Howard Carter was unable to help me find
it.

[image: tmp_e84909d21bc030aa7fd08f6cf03028c8_HHme0e_html_m2acd8f43.png][image: tmp_e84909d21bc030aa7fd08f6cf03028c8_HHme0e_html_m2acd8f43.png][image: tmp_e84909d21bc030aa7fd08f6cf03028c8_HHme0e_html_m2acd8f43.png]

Applications that received this rating were
average. The application did its desired goal but was no unique or
special and lacked polish.
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Applications that received this rating were
special in some way. The application in question either had something unique to offer, was put together
well or was just plain fun to use.
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The applications that received this rating
had it all. They all were well put together and were the complete
package when it came to having both style and substance.

Not Rated

The author did not think he spent enough time
with the application for one reason or another to be able to rate
it objectively.


​ The
Wonderful Wide World of the Disclaimer






There author/publisher will not be held
liable for any damage to any hardware software including loss of
sanity that arises from using this book. The
author is not affiliated with any designers, developers or makers
of the applications featured in this book.

All names, logos characters and all
copyrights are the properties of their respective creators and
companies. The internet is a fluid entity the websites and their
content can change with little or no notice. All apps and websites
were up and working as of 2/26/15. I have tried all apps either on
a smartphone with an Android operating system or one with an Apple
operating system.


​ The Two
Flavors Apps Come In






In this ever shrinking world where everyone
has gone mobile people are starving for more and more applications
(apps) developers are churning out thousands of apps a day for
mobile devices. Whether the reader has smartphone or tablet, the apps will
come in two main flavors either IOS (Apple) or Android (Google). Is one better
than the other? Yes and no; The author likes the Google Play store
better (The user signs in once and stays signed in yeah).However,
Apple has iTunes U as well as the fact that even though Google
charges less to put an app in their($25 to Apple’s $99).Many apps
on iTunes are not on Google Play. I tried to only review apps
available in both markets.


​ The In
the Box Series of Books Goes Mobile






For those of you who don’t know me, my name
is Chris Mason, and I write the “In the Box”
series of books. These books showcase the best completely free websites. Each one of the books in the
series focuses on a specific type of media. So
featured in this book is the best free apps for
phones are tablets in each category. I tried to make these
mobile lite versions of my books look and feel similar to their
full-size counterparts
(when applicable if the reader likes a section why not look into
buying the full-size versions at iTunes Barnes
and Noble, Smashwords or Kobo.


​ The Sad
Truth about Apps






There are two very sad but very true truths
about most Applications.

A. Most apps suck. There is a big app
boom going on now where anyone and everyone are trying to make money making applications for cellular
phones and tablets. Similar to what caused the great video game
crash of 1984; in where thousands of subpar and inferior games were
being made for the then giant Atari 2600 Video computer system
(VCS).Every designer and company from Purina (Makers of dog food)
to 20th Century Fox (the film company) wanted to milk
this cash cow, and therefore far superior game
developers such as Activision got lost. The author will illustrate
using the following scenario. A dad walks into a Toys R Us
Christmas of 1983 with $25 in his pocket. He sees Pitfall by
Activision for $20(the game his son wants) and then sees that he
can for the same amount of money pick up two games at $10 dollars
apiece in the bargain bin. This dad not knowing that there is a
difference in video games and thinking it’s a better deal and that
he will be a hero in his son's eyes buys the
two inferior games at the 2 for $10.This same dad is then shocked
and dismayed by the fact that his son on Christmas day is sad,
upset and is grumbling to his self and at the Atari about not
getting Pitfall as he asked and how these games suck. The dad
feeling like a fool and not wanting to admit
he screwed up blames Atari, and the rest they
say is history. For this reason, I will not
put every clone app on the list, and the list
of apps may be small but I as the author thinks they are
cream of the crop and worth a look.

B. Not every great free website has a
corresponding app, so this book by its very
nature will miss a huge number of awesome free
websites.
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