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        To all who seek spiritual community and want to grow in their faith.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      Series by Peter DeHaan

      

      40-Day Bible Study Series takes a fresh and practical look into Scripture, book by book.

      

      Bible Character Sketches Series celebrates people in Scripture, from the well-known to the obscure.

      

      Holiday Celebration Devotionals rejoice in the holidays with Jesus.

      

      Visiting Churches Series takes an in-person look at church practices and traditions to inform and inspire today’s followers of Jesus.

      

      Be the first to hear about Peter’s new books and receive updates at PeterDeHaan.com/updates.
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            WASN’T 52 CHURCHES ENOUGH?

          

        

      

    

    
      For 52 Churches, my wife and I spent one year visiting a different Christian church every week. What we learned was amazing. Still, I knew the journey wasn’t over. We had more to do and visited more churches. I shared these new experiences in More Than 52 Churches.

      Now let’s dig deeper with this workbook.

      

      Visiting churches wore us down. Visitors to our churches may share a similar perspective. What can we do to help weary visitors experience God and enjoy community?

      

      Each church’s worship practices varied, and their theology diverged, but the God behind them stands constant. How can we keep our focus on God and not on our church service and theology?

      

      A slight majority of the population are introverts who may struggle more in visiting churches. Regardless of where we are on the introvert-extrovert scale, what can we do to personally embrace church visitors?

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHURCH #53: HOME FOR EASTER SUNDAY

          

        

      

    

    
      As a reference, I share attending our home church on Easter Sunday. This marks the end of 52 Churches and the start of More Than 52 Churches. Though I strive to remain objective in visiting churches, our home church forms the lens I look through.

      

      I see value in worshiping God with family, and for Easter we go with our children and their spouses. What can we do to attend church and celebrate Jesus with our family?

      

      The 150-year-old building, even with many improvements, still feels dated. What can we do to make our church facility as conducive to worship and community as possible?

      

      Though the shortcomings of a worship space shouldn’t block us from God, they can. How can we minimize the cumbersome facility elements we can’t change so they don’t get in the way of us encountering God?

      

      There’s no plan for the service, only a general intent. The Holy Spirit will guide the leaders in what to do and for how long. How much of a role do we let the Holy Spirit play in our church services?

      

      Though we were gone for a year, I listened to the messages online. In what ways can we extend the church worship experience and teaching to those who can’t attend in person?

      

      Baptism at churches varies from a reserved rite, to a public declaration of faith, to an enthusiastic celebration. What can we do to better embrace baptism as the early church did in the Bible?

      

      As we leave the building ninety minutes later, some are already arriving for the second service. Not looking at efficiency, but focusing on the human aspect, how can we foster a better transition between services?

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PART 1

          

          MORE OPPORTUNITIES

        

      

    

    
      We list churches we wanted to visit for 52 Churches but couldn’t. We also look for churches that will give us greater variety in terms of size and service style. We can pick from hundreds of options. With numerous possibilities to consider we must choose carefully.

      

      We’re willing to drive farther to explore greater variations in Jesus’s church because that is our goal. How far are we comfortable traveling to visit a church?

      

      Though we are willing to intentionally drive quite a distance to visit a church once, we don’t want to do so every week. How far should we be willing to travel every week to go to church?

      

      Attending a nearby church increases the potential of worshiping with neighbors. How can we balance going to the church of our preference with attending a church in our community with neighbors?

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHURCH #54: EMERGENT MAYBE

          

        

      

    

    
      I’ve read books about emergent churches, but I’ve never been to one. At this church, the church leaders want to serve this underserved neighborhood: the poorest and least safe, crime-laden and hopeless.

      
      They meet at 5:30 p.m. The plan is to share a meal, offer a brief teaching, and go for a prayer walk in the neighborhood. How open are we to go to church Sunday evening instead of Sunday morning?

      
      My wife, Candy, asks what food to bring. As visitors, they’d forgive us if we showed up empty-handed, but during 52 Churches we did our share of mooching. How open are we to include people in our potluck who have nothing to contribute?

      
      Our leader says that sharing a meal is Communion. As we eat and drink together, we do so to remember Jesus. How open are we to embrace Communion as a meal and a meal as Communion?

      
      The sanctuary lights remain off, with mood lighting taking their place. It provides a peaceful, subdued setting. Some women dance in the back with graceful movement. What role can we let dance play in our worship experience?

      
      Some children wave worship flags, praising God through solemn movement. Other kids play quiet games, build with foam blocks, or create art on a wall-sized chalkboard. How can we include our children in worship? What if their worship differs from ours?

      
      The service ends, but no one leaves. We chat with several people, offering prayers and blessings as needed. After the
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