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January 1st, 1837

Snobby Manor, Snootyshire.

‘Do not forget, gentle reader; servants are also human beings,’ it says in this book of Household Management I dug out of Lady Snobby’s library. Oh yeah! That’ll come as news to Lady La-di-dah Bossy Boots. Since when do I have time to be a human being, I’d like to know? Sixteen hours a day up to my elbows in soap suds, and life not made easier with the wretched butler trying to kiss me. (I wouldn’t mind so much but he’s got a wart on the end of his nose with three wiry hairs sticking out of it, yeeuch!) Miserable wages, miserable household, and the Snobbies are unbearable. Flossie Ramsbotham, you were born for better things.

Since this is the day to make New Year’s resolutions here are mine:
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That should do it, I reckon.


January 1840

Buckingham Palace

Nothing’s simple when you’re Queen. Not only did QV have to propose to Albert, instead of the other way round, she’s now busy trying to sort out his title and the amount of money he’s going to get. All very undignified, if you ask me.

I said to Brian, as I was scrubbing out the wash tubs: “Aren’t we fortunate in being so ordinary that if we wanted to get married we could just go ahead without having to worry about who’s got the grander title?”

Brian said: “You’ll have to scrub a bit harder if you want to finish them tubs before midnight.”

Will Brian turn out to be the romantic hero of my dreams ? Will Brian’s grammar improve? I am beginning to have doubts.
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HISTORICAL NOTE

by Professor Dullas Ditchwater, Eminent Historian

My lawyers are dealing with Ms Parsons’ allegations that my tomes on Queen Victoria are ‘extremely dusty’. Her outrageous suggestion that I am in the habit of throwing litter from my window is the subject of an on-going libel action and is therefore subjudice.

I now turn to my real reason for dismissing the so-called diaries of the never-before-heard-of Flora McTavish as being ‘idle tittle-tattle’ and ‘worthless gossip’. I dismissed them, for a very good reason: There is absolutely no proof of the existence of Flora McTavish. Nor of Brian, Stanley, William or any of the other young men that kept catching her fancy, the flighty little so-and-so.

It is true that in this so-called ‘Lost Diary’ the events and main characters are accurately portrayed. But in the books that I write, accuracy is always backed up by vast numbers of dates and footnotes, which every student of history knows are good for you. The Lost Diary of Queen Victoria’s Undermaid is backed up with silly drawings and far too many jokes. My ten-volume work on Queen Victoria may be largely unread by the general public, but it is the definitive work of this monarch and has no mention of underpants. My mother said she found Volume One ‘immensely interesting’. So there.
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PRIME MINISTERS … THAT CAME AND WENT
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Lord Melbourne 1779–1848

Prime Minister in 1834, then from 1835–41

Queen Victoria’s first Prime Minister, her first trusted adviser and the person who taught her all about politics.
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Sir Robert Peel 1788–1850

Prime Minister from 1834–5, then again from 1841–6

Created the police force in 1829 while Home Secretary.

Pushed through a Factory Act limiting the working hours of women and children. Introduced income tax. Generally considered one of the founding fathers of the modern Conservative Party.
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Lord John Russell 1792–1878

Prime Minister from 1846–52, then again from 1865–6.

Tried to help the poor with another Factory Act to further limit working hours.
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Earl of Derby 1799–1869

Prime Minister in 1852, then again from 1858–9 and yet again from 1866–8.

Introduced the India Act, transferring the government of India from the East India Company to the Crown. Gave the vote to farm labourers.
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Earl of Aberdeen 1784–1860

Prime Minister from 1852–5

Led Britain into the Crimean War against Russia in 1854, but the war was so unpopular with the people that he was forced to resign from office soon after.
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Viscount Palmerston 1784–1865

Prime Minister from 1855–8 and again from 1859–65

Took Hong Kong from China, ended the Crimean War, suppressed a major revolt in India and sat back and watched the American Civil War without taking sides.
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Benjamin Disraeli 1804–1881

Prime Minister in 1868, then for a longer spell from 1874–80.

Good on domestic reform: instituted Trade Unions, housing for the poor, mains water supplies, rubbish collection and compulsory schooling. On the foreign front, he declared QV Empress of India and bought the Suez Canal with some loose change he found at the Treasury.
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William Ewart Gladstone 1809–1898

Prime Minister from 1868–74, then 1880–5, and 1892–4

Strengthened the Education Act and the Trade Union Act, introduced secret voting and ‘Time gentlemen, Please!’ in public houses. He wanted Home Rule for Ireland and resigned when his Bill was defeated in Parliament.


If you enjoyed The Lost Diary of Queen Victoria’s Undermaid, check out these other great Lost Diaries...
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The ninth title in this successful series. A factually accurate but hilarious look at the life of Leonardo Da Vinci as he mixes with the colourful set in Renaissance Italy! From his passion for horses, to his painting of the Mona Lisa – all is revealed.

Leonardo da Vinci’s life from 1470 to 1519 as seen through the eyes of one, Luigi Cannelloni, Leonardo’s trusty assistant. From his Adoration of the Magi; his passion for the structure of horses; his painting of the Mona Lisa not to mention the highlife of Renaissance Italy – all is revealed in an hilarious way. As with the other Lost Diaries, this is factually accurate but the fictional voice brings in the humour.

 Buy the ebook here
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The tenth Lost Diary – a real milestone! Robin Hood has always been an enormously popular figure, but was he real? The mad middle-ages will feature in this real account of his life.

It’s Sherwood Forest and one man is looking after the nation’s money. No, not Robin Hood, but his money man – Leonard du Somoney [Len d for short] While Robin robs the rich, someone has to control it before it’s doled out to the poor. Friar Tuck, Maid Marian and that evil Sheriff of Nottingham will naturally make guest appearance as well as Richard the Lionheart and the Crusades, knights, castles, dungeons . Plenty of information about the measly middle ages as well as the odd joke or two about robin’ banks!


The Sherwood Forest Visitors’ Centre is the second most visited tourist attraction outside London, after Alton Towers. There is an enormous amount of interest in Robin Hood worldwide, but particularly amongst children in England.

 Buy the ebook here
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The eleventh Lost Diary detailing Columbus’ first voyage across the Atlantic and his historic landing in the ‘New World’. As told by Luc Landahoya who tries to work out where he’s going.

The diary tells the story within a 12-month span from Spring 1492 when Columbus got the official go-ahead from Ferdinand and Isabella, to the Spring of 1493 when he returned in triumph following his ‘discovery’ of the New World.

Life aboard ship, New World discoveries that still survive today tobacco, hammocks, barbecues, canoes, maize etc. The power of the ‘press’ – printed accounts of Colubus’ triumphs spread fast and coming at the end of the 15th Century, the 1492 voyage was part of a significant turning point in european and world history. There are plenty of good-natured laughs in this story – Columbus was convinced he was sailing to China and Japan. He was also convinced he was travelling to a land of untold riches but took along cheap glass beads of worthless trinkets and glass beads as gifts.

 Buy the ebook here
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The twelfth Lost Diary about this famous entertainer. Set from 1885 the year in which Annie joined Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show to 1893 when Annie reached the high point of her career at the Chicago World’s Fair.

Annie Oakley ‘s rags-to-riches story is engaging and exciting. She began shooting to provide for the family pot and was soon selling her surplus game to hotels in Cincinnati. Within two years she had made enough money to repay the family mortage! Her name is closely linked with other celebrities of the Old West most notably Buffalo Bill and the great leader of the Sioux nation, Chief Sitting Bull who addopted her as his daughter into the Sioux nation and gave her the nickname Little Sureshot. She was the star attraction in Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Circus in 1885. A role-model for young women in the American West she was also widely admired by boys and young men for her shooting skills.

 Buy the ebook here
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Humorous historical ‘faction’ in diary format. Montezuma – last Emperor of the Aztecs – lived in a palace and was deemed so holy that he never put his feet on the ground!

His soothsayer or priest was naturally with him every day – from his worship to the Sun God, to his death at the hands of his own people following their defeat by Cortes and the Spaniards. His diary reveals the truth about a powerful emperor and a once mighty empire.

 Buy the ebook here
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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN SCANDAL Nefertidy Tells All!

Newly discovered diaries and postcards from Ancient Egypt reveal that King Tutankhamun was a bit of a mummy's boy – but what can you expect from a nine-year-old ruler with a mother like Nefertidy! Astonishing details of life in Ancient Egypt are revealed from a completely different perspective. / Pharaohs and pyramids / Hieroglyphics and hairstyles / Scribes and slaves / Isis, Osiris and all those other gods / Floodings and feasts / Medicine and mummies / Treasures and trophies / And much, much more! You've never read anything like it before!

 Buy the ebook here
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ABOUT THE PUBLISHER
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HarperCollins Publishers (Australia) Pty. Ltd.
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