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            All radio and television stations broadcast the world's top news in thirty minutes. Mark's Gospel offers an equally agile approach in telling the story of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Emerging from anonymity, this unique God-man made headlines as he preached and performed miracles, achieving great popularity as well as deadly opposition. This is the biggest news story of all time.
Written by a young man who worked alongside the fisherman who lived the story, this account emphasizes the actions and wastes no time on extra words, giving us a vivid, firsthand portrait of Jesus. Jesus' actions are center stage, since "not even the Son of Man came to be served, but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many" (Mark 10:45). We see him hard at work, helping people in need, healing those who were sick, encouraging those who had no hope, freeing those who were in bondage, and giving light to those who were in darkness.
Mark provides an action-packed account of Jesus' life, culminating as he immerses us in the details of Jesus' suffering and sacrifice in his last week on earth. These powerful stories were written to strengthen Roman believers suffering persecution to both live and die without fear. Consider the implications of following the example of the supreme Servant who calls you to a ministry of service.
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The Gospel of Mark is, chronologically speaking, the first Gospel written. In fact, it was one of the first books written in the New Testament. Not the first, but one of the earliest, written, possibly from Rome, before 63 AD.

This man, Mark, was one of the New Testament writers who was not really an apostle. Matthew, of course, was an apostle and so was John. And Luke was a close friend of the apostle Paul.

His name was John Mark: John was his Jewish name, while Mark was his Latin surname. In connection with this, let us read a reference in the book of the Acts of the Apostles 12:12.

"When he became aware of this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John, who was also called Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying."

This is a reference to the time when Simon Peter had been released from prison. In fact, this is the first historical reference we have of him in the Scriptures. Evidently, his mother was a prominent and well-to-do woman of the Jerusalem church, and it seems clear that the church in that city met in her home.

Mark was one of those who accompanied the apostle Paul on his first missionary journey. He was the nephew of Barnabas. Paul tells us this in his letter to the Colossians 4:10. He was a spiritual son of Simon Peter, for this apostle, writing the greetings of his first letter in 5:13, said:

"The church which is at Babylon, chosen together with you, greets you, and also my son Mark."

He called him "spiritual son" because he had been converted to Christianity through the apostle Peter. The Gospel according to Mark has long been considered to be the Gospel of Simon Peter; I believe there is evidence to believe so; we will consider it more closely in a few moments.

John Mark joined Paul and Barnabas on the occasion of the apostle's first missionary journey. Thus, in the book of the Acts of the Apostles 13:5 we are told:

"And when they came to Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews; and they had John also as their assistant."

But upon arriving at Perga in Pamphylia, John Mark started back, and apparently this showed that he was a somewhat fearful man. I don't think we need to defend Mark for abandoning the journey. He may have had a valid reason for adopting that attitude. But Paul did not want to take him on his second missionary journey, although Mark's uncle Barnabas did want him to accompany them. Barnabas was a great person and was willing to forgive him, but not the apostle Paul. In the Acts of the Apostles 15:37 and 38, we read:

"Barnabas wanted to take with them also John, who was called Mark, but Paul considered that they should not take with them one who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not accompanied them in the work."

As I see it, it seems that Paul considered him as a person who had failed them. In verse 39 of this passage we just read he says;

"So great a disagreement arose that they parted from each other, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed for Cyprus."

As far as we are concerned, from then on, he disappeared from the pages of the Scriptures. We know very little about John Mark's activities.

What we do know is that John Mark ended up acting right. When the apostle Paul wrote his second letter to Timothy 4:11, he said:

"Only Luke is with me. Take Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry."

Questions have always arisen as to whether Mark is mentioned in any way in the Gospel account. While I note this possibility, I personally do not believe that there is any basis whatsoever for giving credence to such an assumption.

We have been told that John Mark received from the apostle Peter information about the facts of this Gospel. Others claim that he received an explanation from the apostle Paul, about this Gospel. I am willing to accept that solution.

To whom it was written

Why are there four Gospels? Because they were written for different peoples or people. Matthew was written for the nation of Israel; it was addressed to religious people. Mark was written especially for the Romans, adapted for the Roman era, for the man who feels strong. Let us not forget that the Romans ruled the world for a millennium. And this Gospel was written for that kind of people. The Romans really subjugated the world. They brought peace, justice, good ways, law, order and protection. But it was a forced, imposed peace. The iron heel of Rome was upon mankind and mankind had to pay a price. Rome was an iron dictatorship. Dr. D. S. Gregory put it this way: "The Roman intended to test whether human power, taking the form of a law, regulated by political principles under which respect for law and justice was very remarkable, could perfect mankind by subordinating the individual to the state and making that state universal." Dr. Culver, in his book on the prophet Daniel, said that the Romans gave to the world that kind of peace which the League of Nations, and now the United Nations are trying to provide for the world. The Romans have tried to bring that kind of peace to the world, but it would be a peace imposed on mankind, enforced and maintained by a very strong and powerful leader. Of course, the world today is looking for such a man,

In the ancient world, Rome represented active human power, which led to dictatorship. In effect, power was concentrated in one man and consequently, this was dangerous. Again, that is the danger today, as we move in this direction. In connection with such a tendency, I would be glad to quote again Dr. Gregory, who added: "The greatest Roman, the ideal man of the race would be the strongest and most effective worker, a conqueror, an organizer, a ruler,—the man who was Caesar could hold the scepter of universal empire. Caesar and Caesarism constituted the inevitable outcome of Roman development. .... . When the Romans had been made to believe very deeply that natural righteousness in the hands of a human despot is a terrible thing for a sinful man,—the Holy Spirit proposed to recommend for their acceptance Jesus of Nazareth as their sovereign and Savior, the expected deliverer of the world." Today we are moving in the direction of a position in which the emergence of a police state, ruled by a man who would be satanic, exercising his authority over sinful men, who would cry out for deliverance, could be possible. The only one capable of bringing deliverance will be the Lord Jesus Christ at His coming.

Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans 1:16,

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek."

It is this power that can extend mercy. In those days when the Caesars ruled, the world longed for mercy and all it received was power. Those were days when no one dared to resist that power, for it was fatal. To flee from it was impossible: no one could get away from it. And it was during those days that God sent a message to a segment of the population, and John Mark was the writer of that message.

In this work John Mark was presenting the Gospel account of Simon Peter. The early Christian church believed and accepted this view as true. For example Papias, one of the early church fathers said that John Mark received this Gospel from Simon Peter and said: "Simon Peter, the interpreter of Peter, wrote carefully all that he collected, but not following the order of the words or actions of Christ". Eusebius said that "such a light of piety shone in the minds of those who heard Peter, that they were not satisfied with hearing them only once, nor with having an unwritten doctrine delivered to them, but begged Mark, (whose Gospel has spread) to leave written down for them the doctrine which they had received by preaching." Thus it was, consequently, as we received the Gospel according to Simon Peter through John Mark.

Characteristics of the Gospel of Mark

It is a Gospel characterized by action because Simon Peter was that kind of person. It is a book that reflects action, written for the Roman, who was also a man of action.

In Mark's Gospel, Jesus stripped himself of the royal robes of his majesty to tie the towel of service around his waist. Jesus is the King, in the Gospel of Matthew, and the Servant in the Gospel of Mark. But he is not the Servant of the human being, but the Servant of God. And Mark expresses this by transcribing the following words of the Lord:

"For even the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus Christ is presented as the Servant of the Lord, which fulfills the words of the prophet Isaiah 42:1 and 2:

"Behold my Servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights. I have put my Spirit upon Him; He will bring justice to the nations. He shall not cry, nor lift up His voice, nor cause His voice to be heard in the street."

Back in 1864, Bernard said of the Gospel of Mark: "What St. Peter said to Cornelius has been well in evidence as a fitting motto for the Gospel" He was referring to the following Biblical passage related in the Acts of the Apostles 10:45,

"Ye know how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power, who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with Him."

Today we hear with some frequency many, in positions of leadership, promising to do all the good they can, and often such promises go unfulfilled. The Lord Jesus Christ came doing good in the grace of His humanity and in the fullness of His deity. And this was only the beginning of the Gospel. For He died and rose from the dead. Then He simply said to His disciples: "Go" At that moment the Gospel was already complete. And this is the Gospel today.

Mark's style is concise and direct, pertinent and substantial (core), brief and pleasing. It is devoid of all excess verbiage and deals directly with the essential issues. This is the Gospel of action and its achievements. Here Jesus does not appear adorned with words or narratives, but always ready to act.

This Gospel was written in a simple style, conceived for the people of the street. It is interesting to note that the conjunction "and" appears more than any other word, they say as many as 1331 times. Correctly used, it is a powerful and action word, indicating that another action follows, uninterruptedly, forming a continuous and unceasing series of activities.

I believe that Mark wrote his Gospel in Rome, evidently for the Romans, who were very busy people and who believed in power and action. They were looking for an answer to the question: is Jesus capable of carrying out this task? This Gospel is short enough for a busy person to read. Few quotations from the Old Testament are mentioned and Jewish customs are explained, which is further evidence that this Gospel was written for foreign readers, outside the nation of Israel.

Matthew gave us a genealogy because a king must have one. Mark did not present it, because a servant was not expected to have a genealogy, but simply some references. What a servant needs is to perform a task. And that is what we are going to see in this gospel, because this is the way Jesus is presented in it.

Next, we are going to examine an outline of this Gospel, which will allow you to see the main divisions of the book, and how the Themes are developed. If you have your Bible open, perhaps you can follow me in the exposition:

The credentials of Christ

I. John PRESENTS the Servant, 1:1-8 (Death of John the Baptist, 6:14 to 29)

II. God the Father IDENTIFIES the Servant, 1:9-11 (The Transfiguration, 9:1-8)

III. Temptation INITIATES the Servant's activities, 1:12-13

IV. The works and words ILLUSTRATE the life of the Servant, 1:14-13:37

1. Miracles

(1) Health (Physical)

(i) Peter's mother-in-law (fever), and others. 1:29-34.
(ii) A leper. 1:40-45
(iii) The paralytic lowered through a roof. 2:1-12.
(iv) The man with a withered hand. 3:1-5
(v) Many healed by the Sea of Galilee. 3:6-10
(vi) The woman with issue of blood. 5:21-34.
(vii) The sick at Nazareth (6:5).
(viii) The disciples healing (6:13).
(ix) The sick in the region of Gennesareth (6:53-56).
(x) Deaf and dumb in Decapolis (7:31-37)
(xi) The blind man at Bethsaida (8:22-26)
(xii) Blind Bartimaeus (10:46-52)
(2) The nature

(i) Calmed the storm (4:35-41).
(ii) The feeding of the 5,000, (6:32-44)
(iii) Walked on the sea, (6:45-52)
(iv) The feeding of the 4,000, (8:1-9)
(v) The curse of the fig tree, (11:12-14)
(3) Demons (the spiritual realm)

(i) The man in the synagogue, (1:21-27)
(ii) Many demons in Capernaum, (1:32-34)
(iii) Demons in Galilee, (1:39)
(iv) Unclean spirits in the Sea of Galilee, (3:11-12)
(v) The scribes accuse Him of casting out demons by Beelzebub, (3:22-30)
(vi) The demoniac of Gadara, (5:1-20)
(vii) The daughter of a demon-possessed Syrophoenician woman, (7:24-30)
(viii) A demon-possessed young man, (9:14-27)
(4) Resurrection of the dead (supernatural)

(i) Jairus' daughter (5:35-43)

2. Parables and Teaching

(1) Parables

(i) Fasting with the bridegroom present, 2:19, 20.
(ii) New cloth in old garment, 2:21.
(iii) New wine in old bottles, 2:22.
(iv) The sower, 4:1-20.
(v) The lamp and the measure, 4:21-25.
(vi) The seed that grows, 4:26-29.
(vii) The mustard seed, 4:30-34.
(viii) The man who claimed the fruit of his vineyard, 12:1-12.
(ix) The fig tree, 13:28-33.
(x) The man who went on a journey, 13:34-37.
(2) Various teachings

(i) Preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 1:14-15.
(ii) Preaching in Galilee, 1:28, 35-39.
(iii) The Sabbath day, 2:23-28.
(iv) A new relationship, 3:31-35.
(v) The synagogue at Nazareth, 6:1-6).
(vi) The sending of the 12 disciples, 6:7-13.
(vii) The return of the 12, 6:30-31.
(viii) The Pharisees were denounced, 7:1-23.
(ix) Leaven explained, 8:10-21.
(x) The death of Christ, 8:27-38, 9:30-32, 10:32-34).
(xi) The sign of greatness, 9:33-37.
(xii) A reproach to sectarianism, 9:38-41.
(xiii) Hell, 9:42-50.
(xiv) Marriage, 10:1-16.
(xv) Riches, 10:23-31.
(xvi) Prayer, 11:22-26.
(xvii) Jesus' authority, 11:27-33.
(xviii) Taxes, 12:13-17.
(xix) Resurrection, 12:18-27.
(xx) The great commandment, 12:28-34.
(xxi) Messiah, 12:35-40.
(xxii) The discourse on the Mount of Olives, 13:1-27.
3. Incidents

(i) The call of the disciples, 1:16-20, 2:13-18, 3:13-21.
(ii) The death of John the Baptist, 6:14-29.
(iii) The transfiguration, 9:1-13.
(iv) The rich young man, 10:17-22.
(v) The ambition of James and John, 10:35-45.
(vi) The triumphal entry, 11:1-11.
(vii) Jesus cleansed the temple, 11:15-18.
(viii) The fig tree withered, 11:19-21.
(ix) The widow's coins, 12:41-44.
V. Death, Burial and Resurrection GUARANTEE the Servant's Work, 14:1-16:20.

1. The plot to kill Jesus, 14:1, 2.
2. Jesus at the supper at Bethany, 14:3-9.
3. Judas bargains to betray Jesus, 14:10-11.
4. The Passover, 14:12-26.
5. The garden of Gethsemane, 14:27-42.
6. The arrest of Jesus, 14:43-52.
7. The trial of Jesus, 14:53-15:15.
8. The crucifixion of Jesus, 15:16-41.
9. The burial, 15:42-47.
10. The resurrection, 16:1-20.
In our next program, we will begin reading the text of this Gospel of Mark. And, as we finish today, I would like to read from 10:45, those words of Jesus that summarize His mission in this world and the characteristic of His person that this writer portrays in its pages. Jesus said:

"For even the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."

Listening to these words, each of us can feel that we are the object of his love, the motive for the sacrifice of his life, and sharers in the triumph of his resurrection.
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There is probably more content in the first chapter of Mark's Gospel than in any other chapter of the Bible (in this sense, it can be compared to Genesis 1). It covers the ministry of John the Baptist, after going back in time to the prophecies of Isaiah and Malachi. It includes the first year of Jesus' ministry and follows his activities during a busy Sabbath. It concludes with his miraculous work of healing a leper. And despite the pressures of a busy life, Jesus devoted time to prayer.

This crowded chapter becomes a surprising piece of writing by not offering a genealogy, which is so prominent in Matthew's Gospel. And in the previous program, by looking at the introduction, we have already made it clear why. A king must have a genealogy. A servant, on the other hand, only needs references and not a "birth certificate". The question is not who his ancestors are, but rather what his actions are and whether he is capable of carrying out his mission and activities. The Servant of the Lord stands out here for His accomplishments. Besides this, the Romans and other outsiders were not interested in Jesus' genealogy, which goes back to Abraham.

As we begin our study of this Gospel text, let us ask God to lead us to enter into a vital relationship with Jesus. For we will direct our gaze towards the Lord Jesus Christ. A Biblical commentator stated that "a glance saves you, but contemplation sanctifies you".

Let us begin our reading with verses 1 to 3:

"Beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight his paths."

This is not, therefore, the beginning of John or of Jesus. It is the beginning of the Gospel when the Lord Jesus came to this earth, died on a cross and rose again. This is what the Gospel is all about.

In the Holy Scriptures 3 beginnings were recorded. Let us list them in their chronological order:

1. "In the beginning was the Word . ." says John 1:1. This statement went back to an immemorial past and to an undated beginning, prior to time. Here the human mind can only grope. It is logical, rather than chronological because, in order to understand myself, I have to put my starting point at some point in the past in order to set myself in motion and move on. If I see an airplane flying, I assume that somewhere there is an airport. Even though I don't know where it is, I know that the plane must have taken off from somewhere. So, when I look at the universe, I know that it started somewhere and that God was there. I know nothing about that beginning. But God came from eternity to meet us. I only have to fix the starting point at the place and time when He met us, in as remote a past as I can imagine, and realize that He was there before that time.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" (Genesis 1:1). In this Biblical passage we leave eternity and enter time. However, although many have tried to date the origin of this universe, so far no one has been able to find out. Conjectures range from approximately 6,000 billion to 3,000 billion years. We know very little about it, but when we come into the presence of God and begin to know as He knows us, then we will realize that we have been seeing reality in a blurred way, with little clarity, as if through an imperfect mirror. On that future day we will be amazed at our past ignorance. For our God is immensely great and has had plenty of time to create.

Beginning of the Gospel" (Mark 1:1). This phrase is the same as we find in the first letter of John 1:1, "That which was from the beginning . . ." Here we do have a date. It went back to Jesus Christ, at the very moment he assumed a human, physical nature. Jesus Christ is the Gospel.

So this Gospel of Mark, which has few quotations from the Old Testament, includes two of them; two prophecies. The Romans knew very little about prophecy but the writer followed that rule to show them that the One of whom he speaks did not need a genealogy, although he did require some references. And so it was that Mark showed that the references about Jesus went back to the prophets Isaiah and Malachi. Both John and Mark declared that the coming of John the Baptist fulfilled the prophecies pronounced about the latter, who would be the forerunner of Christ.

Let us continue reading verse 4:

"John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins."

Here it is important to clarify that the ministry of John the Baptist had a preparatory character, in the sense of preparing people for the coming of Jesus Christ into the world. For Jesus Christ would be the one who would forgive sins. The account continues with verses 5 and 6:

"And all the region of Judea came to him, and all the people of Jerusalem, and confessing their sins, were baptized by him in the river Jordan. And John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather girdle about his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey."

John the Baptist was an extraordinary man, not only because of his message but also because of the way he dressed and the food he ate. He had been set apart for this ministry. He belonged to the order of the priests, the tribe of Levi, and was expected to serve in the temple in Jerusalem. But God had called him to be a prophet and for that reason he was preaching in the wilderness. And many people had come to that place to listen to him.

Nowadays, churches or organizations are located where people live, in central or well-communicated places to facilitate quick and convenient access for people. John the Baptist did not follow that strategy, but went away into the solitude of the desert and it was the crowds who had to go there to listen to him. Let us listen to what verse 7 says:

"And he preached, saying, After me cometh one mightier than I, whom I am not worthy to unloose, bowing down, the latchet of his sandals."

These words reveal something of his remarkable personality. He inspired the crowds around him. He was a strange man with a strong character, but he was best described by the prophet Isaiah as a voice. He was just a voice. Let us observe his humility. John the Baptist was a truly humble person. And he goes on to say, in verse 8:

"I baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."

In these words we see the great difference between John and Jesus. The real, true baptism is the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. The ceremony or rite of baptism is performed with water. And Baptism with water is very important today because it is an outward witness to an inner reality that has already taken place within a person. In the Gospel of Matthew we reflected on the attitude of Jesus when he was baptized and said that his motive for being baptized was to identify himself with humanity.

Now we come to an outstanding moment in the life of the protagonists of that encounter. Let us read verse 9:

"And it came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan."

Let us observe John's phrase. "Jesus came." It is exciting to think that Jesus will come again someday - and that news will make a great headline for good news! But in this passage we have read, the Lord Jesus emerged from the darkness of 30 years of silent preparation in the little town of Nazareth. At last He appeared publicly, and in His baptism, He identified Himself with the human family. Let us remember that in the parallel account of this same event, in Matthew 3:15, when John tried to prevent him, thinking that he should not baptize Jesus, because John the Baptist considered that he himself needed to be baptized by Jesus. On that occasion Jesus had answered John: "Allow it now".

There is here another detail worthy of observation. Let us see that his name "Jesus" is used when describing the fact that Jesus came. We will find that in this Gospel his common name, Jesus, is used, which in Mark is used more frequently than any of his names.

But let us observe the scene that took place, reading verses 10 and 11:

"And immediately, as He came up out of the water, He saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove; and there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art My beloved Son, in Thee I am well pleased."

Here we have the Trinity reunited in a very definite way. We see the Lord Jesus, the second person of the Trinity; there also appeared the Spirit of God, the third person of the Trinity, descending upon Him like a dove and, finally, we hear the voice of the Father, the first person of the Trinity, resounding from heaven saying: "You are my beloved Son" In a clear way, the writer focuses our attention on the Trinity. And that presence of divinity is, indeed, heaven's seal of approval on the person of Jesus and his dedication to the mission that brought him into this world.

We can also observe that the events happened very quickly. Jesus was the Servant. John the Baptist was the one who introduced Him and then God the Father identified Him and expressed His approval of Him. And then the temptation initiated Him into His public ministry. Let's read verse 12:

"Immediately the Spirit prompted him to go into the desert.

"Drive" here is a word that denotes intensity and seriousness. The Spirit of God led him directly into the wilderness to be tempted. It is very important that we understand the following. For we are again confronted with the question: Could He carry out His task? Other men had failed and had not been able to resist temptation. In Genesis we saw that Adam, the first man, failed. Later, Noah was able to go through the experience of the Flood but then, literally speaking, he fell flat on his face, having a deplorable incident with his sons. Later, we saw that Abraham experienced several failures in his life. And Moses also failed, because after he had delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and led them through the wilderness, he had a failure in a serious public incident and was not allowed to enter the Promised Land. And King David also failed. In contrast to all those important characters of the past, Jesus would not fail and we will see that temptation would begin Jesus' activities. Let us read the beginning of the account of that temptation, in verse 13:

"And he was in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and he was among the wild beasts, and the angels ministered unto him."

In this description we do not have the details offered by the evangelists Matthew and Luke. Jesus stayed in the desert for 40 days and was tempted by Satan. He suffered temptation during all those 40 days. Some seem to be under the impression that he fasted for 40 days and then was tempted by Satan. He was not, but was being tempted all the time.

Others have the idea that He was tempted there by Satan and that the wild beasts more or less contributed to the temptation. What Mark is telling us is that He was there in the company of the wild beasts and the angels, and both served Him. The beasts are a part of creation that has been placed under human dominion. For this reason God created these creatures. Let us remember that when we studied Genesis we affirmed that everything in that book was a preparation to make a home for the human being. As far as we know today, the earth is the only habitable place for created beings and where there is a human race. In this passage it is explained that the wild beasts, which were under the control of the Man Jesus Christ, served Him, and that the angels of heaven were also at His service. This is what Mark wants to tell us here.

Let us now read verses 14 and 15:

"After John had been imprisoned, Jesus came into Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye, and believe in the gospel."

After the temptation, we find Jesus beginning his ministry and public activities. Let us note once again the outstanding headline of the writer Mark: "Jesus came". After John the Baptist was imprisoned, Jesus came to Galilee. There he began to carry out his ministry, preaching the gospel of God, as the Biblical text says, saying that the time had come and that the kingdom of God was at hand. The Gospel of God consisted in announcing that the kingdom of God was near. In Matthew's gospel, the "Kingdom of heaven" was mentioned. And the question arises: is there a difference between the "Kingdom of God" and the "Kingdom of Heaven"? Yes, there is. And there is also an overlap. The Kingdom of Heaven is God's rule over the earth; the Kingdom of God includes the whole of His universe, even beyond the limits of this earth. So the Kingdom of Heaven is in the Kingdom of God. Matthew was applying God's government specifically to this earth. Mark, on the other hand, was extending beyond, including a wider area, because the Kingdom of God encompasses the entire universe, with all its creatures. As far as the earth is concerned, to say "the kingdom of heaven is at hand," or to say "the kingdom of God is at hand" would be to utter two synonymous phrases, that is, they would amount to the same thing. But the kingdom of God would also include regions beyond the earth. Whereas, as I have just said, the kingdom of heaven means the government of heaven on earth.

Jesus' message was the same as that of John the Baptist in Matthew's Gospel: "Repent and believe the Gospel". I believe that in our time, the message has really experienced a twist, that is, that we express it by placing faith before repentance. Although in reality both faith and repentance go together in time. When you change direction and turn toward Jesus Christ by faith, you are actually going in the
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