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    "The substance and essence of the true Gospel is the doctrine of the grace of God; that, indeed, if they were to take the grace of God out of the Gospel, they would have taken the very life-blood out of it, and there would be nothing left in it worthy to be preached, to be believed, or to be fought for".

— Charles Spurgeon

      

    

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​​​​​Introduction to Prophecy
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The study of prophecy deepens and broadens our communion with God, helping us to understand that Christ is the only hope for humanity in a world destined for destruction. If we truly appreciate the implications of prophecy, we will live apart from the world around us.

​Key chapters

Genesis 10 and 11 narrate the division of the structure of the world into nations. Chapter 12 introduces us to the story of the man named Abram. The divine purpose is to recover the nations of the world through Abraham and his seed. The blessing he has in mind will come in the millennium.

Deuteronomy 32 narrates a succinct but complete history of the nation of Israel from their bondage in Egypt to peace and prosperity in the land of Immanuel. In this "Song about the Rock" one finds the prophetic roots. Israel's unfaithfulness and God's faithfulness are highlighted, especially in terms of their course of action in the land. The prophetic section is 32:15 to 43.

One can discern the divine procedure only by looking carefully at the content of certain other chapters as well; namely, Daniel 9, Matthew 5 through 7, 13, 24 and 25. 

Israel is not God's people now; God's interests on earth are focused on the Church. Nevertheless, Israel is the only people on earth whose history is secure. It is the only nation that has never been without a remnant faithful to God. Today He does not recognize the remnant as a nation, but He nevertheless exercises provident oversight in relation to that people.

​What is prophecy

Prophecy is the disclosure of the mind and will of God. In essence, it deals with the rights of Christ and the vindication of His majesty in this world. It is more proclaiming than prognosticating, although many of the Old Testament prophecies were characterized by prediction. In this booklet we will deal mostly with what is yet to happen.

Prophecy is a proof of the Godhead, for God alone distinguishes between the beginning and the end. "I declare the things to come from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done," Isaiah 46.10. In 41:22, 23 He challenges Israel for their idol worship, saying, "Bring, declare to us what is to come..... Give us tidings of what is to be afterward, that we may know that you are gods."

Prophecy constitutes a major part of the Scriptures. It is said that two-thirds of the Bible is prophetic. It is evident that the Christian ignorant of prophetic subjects is not well suited for ministry or service.

Having said that, a word of caution is in order. It is very easy to study the prophetic word out of mere curiosity. It is typical of human beings to be intensely interested in what lies ahead. But, to be spiritually profitable, the study of prophecy must have real consequences in our soul. It must produce a sincere interest in the welfare of our neighbors, filling us with compassion for their souls. Abraham, for example, prayed to God to know what would happen in the cities of the plain.

The amazing thing is that God discloses to us His plans and purposes for the earth. He takes his people into his confidence as to his intentions. Again the patriarch is an example: "Shall I tell Abraham what I am going to do?" Genesis 18:17.

As we have already commented, prophecy has to do with the earth. Israel is a subject of prophecy. 2 Peter 1:19 informs us that the prophetic word is a light that shines in a dark place, and this world is that morally dark place. The Church, on the other hand, is a subject of revelation, being heavenly in its calling, character and destiny. In popular jargon, it is something "out of this world".

It is also important to note that the prophecies are not being fulfilled today. During the Church age, prophecy is in abeyance. By this we mean that the prophetic word is inoperative during the period between the completion of Daniel's 69th week and the beginning of the 70th week.

​Prophetic speeches

In the two days immediately before his death, the Lord delivered two important discourses to his disciples, one on the Mount of Olives and the other in the upper room. Matthew, Mark and Luke record the Olivet discourse. The second discourse is in John 14, but John does not include the first in his Gospel.

The discourse on the mount is an extension of Daniel's prophecies and the predictions of other Old Testament prophets. It is the final message of the Lord's ministry on earth in His character as the Messiah. He addresses his disciples as representatives of a faithful remnant of Israel in expectation of the earthly glory of the kingdom.

In contrast, the discourse in the upper room introduces something new and must therefore be differentiated from Christ's previous teaching concerning Israel. It is a divine revelation dealing with the Father's house and heavenly glory. We must also distinguish between what Titus 2:13 calls (a) the blessed hope, and (b) the glorious manifestation. Manifestation is prophecy; hope is revelation.
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​​The times of the Gentiles
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Perhaps due attention is not given to what the Lord called in His Olivet discourse, Luke 21:24, "the times of the Gentiles". These "times" have been going on for 2500 years now, and are undoubtedly coming to an end. 

Only one of the Old Testament prophets deals specifically and comprehensively with this subject, and that is Daniel. In his book he presents in vision, history and prophecy the times of the Gentiles, and we will now look at this important subject in five parts: the beginning, the continuity, the character, the control and the conclusion.

As for the beginning of these times, it is estimated that the year was 606 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, invaded the land of Israel and Judah, besieged Jerusalem and took captive a good part of the inhabitants, Daniel among them. It was on this occasion that God ceased to rule the earth directly, and this event marked a crucial stage in the history of the planet. It brought about a change in the manner in which He exercised His lordship over men and their affairs.

It had not been the original intention that the Gentiles should rule the earth. God placed His earthly people, the nation of Israel, as the pivot in the system of nations and ruled from the throne of David as "God of the whole earth", Joshua 3:13. But, because of Israel's unfaithfulness, disobedience and idolatry, He disowned that throne and ruled as the God of heaven, no longer directly from an earthly throne, but providentially from a heavenly throne. 

During the period of Israel's estrangement there were several who sought earthly supremacy, among them Egypt and Assyria, but it was Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon that God strengthened to defeat Assyria, Egypt and then Israel. In this way he became the first of the Gentile emperors, supreme in earthly government. This fact marked the beginning of the period that the Lord would call the times of the Gentiles. The end of the period will come with the coming of the warrior King in power and majesty, accompanied by his heavenly army.

There has been, then, continuity in these times from the empire of Babylon and the absolute dominion of Nebuchadnezzar until now.

Nebuchadnezzar's dream -Daniel 2.31 to 36- of a metallic man represents the whole of Gentile imperialism in all its pomp and power. The image prophetically presents the political history of some 2500 years. The first of the emperors received his power directly from God; the later ones received theirs providentially. "You, O king, are king of kings; for the God of heaven has given you kingdom, power, strength and majesty. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, he hath given them into thine hand, and hath given thee dominion over all; thou art that head of gold," Daniel 2.37, 38. It is to be noted that, twelve months before this dream, God had revealed to Jeremiah that, "these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years," Jeremiah 25.11.

As presented in the colossus of the dream, the times of the Gentiles consist of four world powers that mount the stage in a row. Divine revelation speaks of four, no more and no less. Thus, apart from them no other power achieves world supremacy. Notwithstanding their endeavor, no other has been able or will be able to gain world dominion; over the centuries God has said to the Napoleons and the Hitlers, "No more." And they failed.

The four world empires are distinguished in the various parts of the image and by the metals of which they were composed: 


By divine interpretation, the golden head represents the Babylonian empire. 

The silver chest and arms feature the Medo-Persian empire. 

Copper belly and thighs, the Greco-Macedonian Empire, generally known
as the Greek.
Legs of iron, and feet of a mixture of iron and terracotta,
to the Roman Empire.

The toes of those feet represent that empire in its future form as composed of ten confederated kingdoms under the command of the Roman prince to appear; see Revelation 13 and 17. Is this the form that the revived Roman empire is beginning to assume in its embryonic European Common Market?

Now, there are two characteristics that we must observe in the metals and empires symbolized: the deterioration of the value of the metal as one looks from head to toe; and the decrease in the weight of the metals: gold, silver, copper and then iron and clay.

This suggests deterioration in the form of government in successive empires. The sequence and specific gravity of the metals, from top to bottom, manifest historical and prophetic facts, namely, a gradual internal disintegration and ultimately a precipitous and absolute collapse. The Rock cut without human hands would strike the colossus, exaggeratedly top-heavy, in its most vulnerable part: the feet of iron and mud. With this, the colossus would disappear forever.

We have seen that the political character of the Gentile empires is represented in the different parts of the image and their relative values. We learn their moral character from the corresponding vision in Daniel chapter 7 which Daniel received some sixty-two years after that of Nebuchadnezzar in chapter 2. Now the figure is not of metals, but of monsters, namely, wild beasts emerging from the troubled waters of the Great Sea, the Mediterranean. Thus it is emphasized that the style of the Gentile powers would be rapacious and cruel.

We then move on to the control to which we would be subject. Nevertheless, we must keep in mind that God always rules over his creatures. We have already commented that in these times he does not do so directly, from a throne raised above the earth, as he did with Israel, but he nevertheless watches over the conduct of mankind and exercises his dominion over the nations in a way that we call providential. The affirmation of Daniel 4:32 is in force: "The Most High has dominion in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whom he wills".

The conclusion of the times of the Gentiles will be catastrophic. The impact of the Rock will split the Gentile kingdoms in pieces; Christ will manifest Himself in power and glory and inaugurate the kingdom of God.

The entire statue falls before a single blow. That is, the four empires disappear simultaneously, giving us to understand that all four will exist at that definitive moment when Christ assumes his majestic character of King / Warrior. His coming will put an end to the times of the Gentiles.

With this, the fifth empire will fill the earth. It will be the empire of the Rock, the eternal kingdom of the Savior who died in the Skull and who will manifest Himself as the universal Monarch of the earth. Wonderful day of deliverance for a suffering and confused world! The kingdom will be established on the principle of righteousness, and peace will cover the millennial world. All those who survive the great tribulation will greet the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and the earth will be filled with His glory, even as the waters cover the sea.
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