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I Wait by the Gate

In a strange land I was sent, not knowing my fate,

In a pen I was put and I sat by the gate.

I watched and I wondered what do I do now?

Then I looked up and saw you, as you walked up and smiled.

We trained and we worked and I showed you my best,

You rewarded me and patted me and I did the rest.

Through tracks and paths and roads we did go,

And I was to smell, for traps that would blow.

Many times I stopped you from ending your life,

From an enemy trip wire, that was set to cause strife.

Never had I thought that we would ever part,

Because of the love, that we had in our hearts.

Oh, I was proud to walk by your side,

With all of your friends and being your guide.

Then one day you put me back in my pen,

You smiled, you patted me, and said ‘Goodbye my friend’.

You looked back one more time,

And I saw the tears in your eye,

And I knew it was the last, your way of saying goodbye.

My life, it so changed when you went back home,

And I stayed behind to a fate still unknown.

It’s been over 40 years since I’ve seen your face,

But I never forgot you, my friend and my mate.

So please don’t worry, I’m waiting by heaven’s gate,

For my best friend, my brother, but mainly my mate!

Reproduced by kind permission Ronald (Connie) Chronister


Preface

(Nigel Allsopp MA)

From my earliest memories, animals have been at the centre of my life. Growing up on a smallholding in the UK, I collected injured or stray creatures, guided by my father, a wildlife photographer whose love of animals was infectious. When my family emigrated to Australia, I managed to create what became the ship’s unofficial zoo in my cabin: an injured seagull that had landed mid-ocean, a pet mouse, a lizard from the cargo hold, several insects and spiders to my mother’s dismay, and even the ship’s cat, who decided my bunk was a better home than the passageways.

That instinct stayed with me. My father’s work with legends like David Attenborough and Gerald Durrell instilled in me a sense of awe for the animal world, and I knew that animals would always be at the heart of my life. But I could not yet see the exact path until, at eighteen, during a military parachute course, fate intervened. A gust of wind pushed me towards a restricted area guarded by a policeman and his fierce dog. Once he realised I wasn’t an enemy paratrooper, we talked. “How do I become a military dog handler?” I asked. That single conversation set the course for my life.

From that day forward, animals became my partners in service. I rose through the ranks to become the Dog Master of the New Zealand Defence Force, deploying overseas to search for explosives and protect dignitaries. Each role deepened my respect for animals’ courage, loyalty, and ability to heal those around them.

After reaching the highest rank possible as a military dog handler, I knew I needed a new challenge – but I also knew it had to involve animals. When I was ten, our school handed out plastic money boxes shaped like Kashin, a beloved elephant at Auckland Zoo. I could never have imagined that years later I would become Kashin’s keeper.

At the time, working with elephants was considered one of the most dangerous jobs in the world – many zoos used a hands-on approach, and tragically, several keepers were killed each year. Yet Kashin, Burma (a younger elephant), and I developed a remarkable bond. We created enrichment activities to encourage their natural behaviours and keep their minds active, and in return, they taught me patience, respect, and trust.

After several years and with a young family, I returned to Australia to work at a wildlife sanctuary, where I developed enrichment programs and trained injured wild animals for release. But my path led me back to dogs. I joined the Queensland Police Service, where I was partnered with PD Venus, a once-in-a-lifetime dog who became the only Australian service dog to receive the UK’s Dickens Commendation Award.

No animal embodied this more than Venus. She was my partner, but also family – a matronly presence who helped raise my daughter and brought comfort to sick children in hospital wards. She was immortalised as a toy given to young patients, and when I returned to find some of those toys left behind on the shelves of children who had passed away, I understood with piercing clarity how much animals touch our lives. When Venus died, she left a space in my heart that will never be filled.

Her successor, PD Luie, was a lover, not a fighter. Trained as a general-purpose police dog, he refused to bite criminals but excelled as a search dog, working with me at high-risk events until one fireworks explosion convinced him to retire early. After him came a young Labrador who served faithfully until being re-teamed when I retired. Each dog left an imprint, teaching me anew that service animals are more than tools of duty – they are souls who give without reservation.

My devotion to these animals led me to found the Australian War Animal Memorial Organisation (AWAMO), a charity dedicated to recognising and supporting animals in service. For more than two decades, AWAMO has funded assistance dogs and equine programs for veterans with PTSD, honoured animals through memorials and the purple poppy, and supported shelters in Australia and overseas. From paying vet bills for retired service dogs to providing aid to Ukraine’s strays in the middle of war, our work is built on one truth: animals have always given us everything, and it is our duty to give back.

My journey has shown me that animals are not just companions. They are guardians, healers, and lifelines. Dogs of War is my tribute to them – the dogs who stood beside soldiers through the noise of battle, the silence of loss, and the fragile peace that follows.

I hope that, as you read these stories, you will see what I have always known: that in every pawprint lies courage, and in every loyal gaze, a piece of our shared soul.
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General David H. Petraeus put it simply:

‘The capability they (Military Working Dogs) bring to the fight cannot be replicated by man or machine. By all measures of performance, their yield outperforms any asset we have in our inventory. Our Army (and military) would be remiss if we failed to invest more in this incredibly valuable resource.’

Dogs have been used for the protection of life and property since ancient times. From these beginnings, their training and employment have been continuously refined to produce a highly sophisticated and versatile extension of a soldier’s own senses. Even the most complex machines remain unable to match the effectiveness of a properly trained Military Working Dog team (MWD). Today’s MWD teams are highly deployable and possess capabilities that commanders have used worldwide – from United Nations operations in Africa and the Balkans to Iraq and Afghanistan. Most recently, both Ukrainian and Russian forces have utilised military dogs in the current conflict.

These specialised teams aid commanders in supporting operational missions as situations dictate; their versatility allows for effective operations as situations change, giving commanders full-spectrum capabilities on the battlefield as well as persuasive force protection and antiterrorism assets.

What makes combat canines into a weapons system is there detection capabilities and its own weapons system of forty-two teeth. Dogs make use of all five senses having incredible olfactory abilities the canine nose anatomically has roughly 220 million scent receptors in the nasal cavity, the average human has around 5 million. Therefore, the canine sense of smell is a thousand times more sensitive than a human.

A military dog’s swiftness and their keen sense of smell have been critical, as the military increasingly relies on the canines to detect improvised explosive devices. MWDs keen senses of smell and hearing are invaluable in warning of the proximity of hostile troops able to detect an enemy approaching or lying in ambush at over 500 metres.

A dog’s ability to see objects at night or in low light is greater than a human’s due to a greater proportion of rods in the retina. A reflective layer in the dog’s eye magnifies incoming light. Canines also have a wider field of vision than humans because their eyes are set further toward the sides of their heads.

Military working dogs are perhaps at their most valuable when they are trained to detect explosives. Few other terrorist acts create more concern and fear in the hearts of the military than a series of bombings. It is no coincidence that terrorist groups routinely use explosive materials as a means of achieving their violent goals. Whether the objective is murder, intimidation, extortion, or governmental disruption, the bomb is a favourite and effective weapon of the terrorist element. One of the most effective countermeasures to the use of explosives is the deterrent value and the detection capabilities of the Explosive Detection Dogs (EDD) team. A well–trained EDD team can conduct a significantly more effective search of an area or facility in a much shorter time than that of a number people. Using EDD teams helps reduce the potential risk to soldiers who would otherwise have to do the search without the benefit of the dog’s superior sense of smell. These dogs are capable of achieving over a 90 percent success rate in bomb detection. They are also in demand patrolling ahead of troops on the roadside, where suspected improvised explosive devices may be present.

Not only do military dogs play a combative role in war, helping soldiers accomplish their mission, but when that task is completed, they give emotional support not just to their handler but to all fellow teammates. They remind a soldier in times of dark, desperate and isolated conditions of home, a slice of humanity and family far away.

Behind every one of these dogs is a handler. These men and women belong to a very select group – positions are few, hard to obtain, and even harder to hold. The commitment is immense, not just for the individual but for their troop and their dog. Handlers don’t just train and deploy a canine; they build a partnership forged in trust, one that can mean the difference between life and death. It is this bond – tested in heat, dust, fear and fire – that sets the stories of military working dogs apart.

This book tells those stories. It begins with Australia, but it does not stop there. From the frozen forests of Scandinavia to the deserts of
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