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THE UNITED KINGDOM is a land of mystery steeped in legends of heroes such as King Arthur, Robin Hood King Alfred, Robert Bruce, and the heroes of the great seas. It was the British who defeated the so-called invincible Spanish Armada. Modern-day England is famous for the feats of the Royal Air Force. 

In the early days, the ancient Roman Empire was halted halfway through the island at Scotland. The British people are a collage of cultures descendant from the hardy Anglo-Saxons, the Normans, the Irish, the Welsh and the Picts.

Britain has yielded such figures as Sir Walter Raleigh, and poets such as Sir Walter Scott and playwrights such as William Shakespeare – all of whom have the alluring quality that attracts people of today who have jealously cherished their works – works and feats that will forever affect the history of humanity.  

For years, the scholars have written histories and novels about the War of the Roses between the great houses of Lancaster and York. Much is written about Winston Churchill, the elegant queen, Elizabeth I, and the “Iron Lady,” Margaret Thatcher, who was once quoted as scolding an American president, saying, “George, this it is no time to go wobbly!”

Do you wonder what it was that generated such mavens of prestige and integrity that is internally generated by a people who can never be defeated? Archeologists and ethnologists still seek to explain these mysteries. Buried in their history, the answers can be found and serve as a challenge to all who dare to imitate.
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The People Who Disappeared

BELOW IS AN ELUCIDATION of the people who were once in the British Isles and now are no more. They vanished, and were replaced, according to DNA studies. Were they victims of the mystical “hagstones” – stones with natural holes in them – which were used by the specters of hags that bewitched the first indigents of the British Isles – as an ancient myth predicted? Were these unfortunate settlers subject to a severe climactic change? Were they wiped out by half-crazed tribes that came in to rampage across their lands? Or, as Ian Amit, an archeologist from the University of Bradford conjectured, did they simply die out? That question beckon the question: “Why?” 

Recent DNA studies have shown that there is a clear and distinct difference between the genetic patterns of the original Britons and Celts, and the following generations of people who settled in the British Isles. The first Britons simply “disappeared!” Scientists are bereft of an explanation as to what happened to the original Britons. Some anthropologists and archeologists say it happened during the Bell Beaker period. The “Bell Beaker” era was characterized by the presence of cup-like or vase-like pottery or the like. Many cultures had a bell beaker phase. The “beakers,” or containers were used for drinking vessels and had flat bottoms. Initially they were quite plain, and sometimes were made of skulls.

There are widely disparate theories about the ethnic identity of the next wave of people who settled there. Some say that they had the lighter skin of the Caucasoid populations, thus resembling today’s British people. Many have indicated that the Bell Beaker people originated with the Yamnaha culture in the eastern Steppes around the Caspian Sea. Yet others say the influx were the Saxons from Germanic roots. That probability is only rated as 54%. Yet another theory stems from legendary tales of ancient Troy.

Stonehenge

Stonehenge is a circular-shaped monument originally built around 3100 BCE. Its actual use has been and still is a subject of conjecture and controversy. Another mystery that spun off about Stonehenge indicates that the monument continued to be built and undated through 1600 BCE. The remains of 63 people were found there, though there are more likely more. The foundations for the standing stones were composed of chalk/flintstone bases and the stones themselves were of a type of sandstone called “sarcen.” The configuration was of a ring of standing stones with stone lintels.

Later phases of the creation of Stonehenge were of “bluestone,” an igneous rock with a bluish tinge. They were deliberately transported there from a great distance – from Carn Goedog and Craig Rhos-y-felin – about 140 miles west. The reason for bringing in the bluestones is lost in the silent history of the ancients.  

The secondary purpose of Stonehenge is astronomical. The “heelstone” is a separate stone set apart from the ring. From the center of the circle, one can view the summer solstice rising directly over the heelstone, casting its rays straight through Stonehenge. There are similar astronomical configurations in other parts of the world such as in Karnak, Egypt. 

Stonehenge and the Druids

Annually, the latter-day Druids conduct a ceremony at Stonehenge welcoming the sun and the moon of summer. According to the ancient historian, Pliny the Elder, the Druids of Gaul (ancient France) “were what they called their magicians – holding nothing more sacred than the mistletoe and a tree on which it is growing, provided it is a hard-timbered oak.” Another mythological name for these people were the “oak men,” mystical spirit people who populated the forests. The ancient Druids were known for their ancient ritual of welcoming the sixth day of the moon after the solstice by cutting mistletoe from an oak tree and sacrificing two white bulls. An elixir made from the mistletoe was used as a fertility potion for animals and a healing agent as well. Today, it is believed that the ancient oak men were Celts, not Gauls. During the Bronze Age Celts settled in parts of Gaul (France). They called their territory “Celica.”

The “Legend” of Britain

According to the legend, the next wave of people who settled in Britain – the Caucasoid population – descended from the mythical soldier of Troy, Aeneas, circa 1250 BCE. According to legend told by the ancient chronicler, Geoffrey of Monmouth, Brutus, a descendant of Aeneas, tore through Aquitaine in Gaul and slaughtered many people of the tribes there. He had a vision of the great goddess Diana who spoke to him about a land beyond, which he named “Britannia”:


“Brutus, there lies beyond the Gallic bounds

An island which the western sea surrounds,

By giants possessed, now few remain

To bar thy entrance...

To raise a second Troy

And found an empire in thy royal line.”



Brutus and his companion, Corineus, “forced the giants to fly into the caves of mountains,” then looked upon the island and noted its many rivers “abounding with fish.” The potential existence of humanoid giants is written in the bible and their descendants were called “Nephilim.” 

In the ancient writings, it was said that Brutus built a “new Troy” upon the River Thames.

Bronze Age: Chalcolithic Era

This era arrived at different years in different places in Europe and the British Isles. It was estimated to have started in England around 2500 BCE, but may have overlapped the Neolithic Era in terms of the artifacts carbon-dated to that period. There is no clear consensus as to what years the next age, the Bronze Age spanned. The Chalcolithic Era was a time when copper was utilized to made weapons, shields and tools. Copper is made from native copper, tin, and sometimes lead. Those metals were were heated up in an oven and worked on a flat stone to achieve its shape. Notable was the manufacture of socketed axes, caldrons, socketed spearheads, axes, swords, helmets and horse bits. These were not merely plain, but had decorative elements on them – curves, circles, and vertical lines along the sword, probably identifying tribal membership and/or status. 

Some large urns were used in their burial rituals. Remains were cremated during the Chalcolithic Era, placed into urns, covered and buried in chambers along with sentimental items, or insignias. 

The Urnfield Culture of the Bronze Age

The Urnfield Culture arose at a time when the European and Eurasian societies became more advanced, and became involved in the building of villages and creating a social structure within their villages. Settlements were tailored to the geophysical conditions of the locale in which the people were building, and depended upon local resources.

There were fortifications built in the highlands and on hilltops built of stone and wooden ramparts. They consisted of a walled city or village surrounding dwellings which were houses with two or three aisles within. The walls were made of “wattle and daub.” Wattles were wooden frameworks placed vertically or at angles if leading to a peak. The inner “walls” were composed of a mixture of clay, chalk dust, lime dust, dung and straw – the plaster of the day. Houses might also be round. Roofs were made of thatch, and were often whitewashed. That made it somewhat rainproof but also allowed for it to be painted with figures or designs on the internal walls. 

Bronze Age Trade

Neighboring cultures started to trade items from their ships. In Dover, archeologists discovered what may have been one of the oldest ships of the Bronze Age. It was constructed of oak panels connected by wooden wedges and the planks were stitched together with Yew withies. A “withy” is a flexible branch like that of willow, used to tie one plank to the others. Two oarsmen could sit alongside each other on the horizontal benches. There was one sail, which, of course, was insufficient but did aid in creating propulsion. 

Decoration on the weapons, scabbards, knives and helmets became more elaborate and attractive. Apparently the British exported a lot of tube sickles, which were sickles fashioned mostly from antlers, sheet metalwork. They imported more elaborate crested helmets to supplement the simpler ones they themselves designed. Most trade went on in the Mediterranean Sea, although England and Ireland could trade with each other, and goods could be brought back and forth from northern France and Spain. The trade was called Atlantic Bronze Age trade.

Britain and the Iron Age Tribes

The various ages of development hit different countries at different times, depending upon their contact with neighboring countries. In Britain, the Iron Age ran from about 800 BCE to 43 BCE.

In 350 BCE, a Greek explorer by the name of Pytheas traveled to England, which he called “Britannia.” It was described by Pytheas and Diodorus, an historian of the 1st Century BCE, as being “subject to the Bear.” Reference to the “Bear” had to do with the constellation Ursa Major in the northern sky. He added that the indigenous people there lived in thatched houses, grew grain and stored it in subterranean chambers.

Pytheas approached Britain by way of the Orkney Islands off its northern shore. In
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