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      Vorwort: Das Erwachen der Flamme in einer gefrorenen Welt
    


      Willkommen in einer Welt, die die Wärme vergessen hat.
    


      Schließen Sie für einen Moment die Augen und stellen Sie sich einen Ort vor, an dem der Frühling nur ein Mythos ist. Ein Land, in dem der Schnee niemals schmilzt und der Himmel in einem ewigen, bleiernen Grau verharrt. Hier regiert der Frostkönig mit eiserner Hand, und die Kälte ist nicht nur ein Wetterphänomen, sondern ein ständiger Begleiter, der sich in jede Ritze der Häuser und in jedes Herz der Menschen schleicht. In dieser Welt ist das Überleben ein täglicher Kampf, und das Feuer ist das kostbarste Gut, das man besitzen kann.
    


      Doch das war nicht immer so. Alte Legenden, die nur noch im Verborgenen geflüstert werden, erzählen von einer Zeit des goldenen Sonnenlichts und blühender Wiesen. Sie erzählen von den Feuermagiern – mächtigen Hütern, die das Gleichgewicht der Welt bewahrten. Doch diese Wächter wurden vor langer Zeit gejagt, verraten und ausgelöscht. So glaubt man zumindest. Die Geschichte wird von den Siegern geschrieben, und der Frostkönig hat dafür gesorgt, dass die Wahrheit unter tiefem Eis begraben liegt.
    


      Aber Legenden sterben nie ganz.
    


      In diesem Buch, „The Last Fire Mage“, laden wir Sie ein, Elian kennenzulernen. Er ist kein strahlender Held in glänzender Rüstung. Er ist ein einfacher Schmiedelehrling in einem abgelegenen Dorf, der versucht, nicht aufzufallen. Doch Elian hütet ein Geheimnis, das so gefährlich ist, dass es ihn das Leben kosten könnte: In seinen Adern fließt das uralte Blut der Feuermagier. Er ist der letzte Funke in einer dunklen Nacht. Seine Reise ist nicht nur eine Flucht vor den Häschern des Königs, sondern eine Suche nach Identität, Mut und der eigenen Bestimmung.
    


      Warum dieses Buch für Ihr Englisch wichtig ist
    


      Wir wissen, dass das Erlernen einer neuen Sprache eine Herausforderung sein kann. Oftmals verlieren sich Lernende in trockenen Grammatikübungen und endlosen Vokabellisten. Doch das Gehirn lernt am besten, wenn es unterhalten wird, wenn Emotionen im Spiel sind und wenn der Kontext stimmt. Genau hier setzt dieses Buch an.
    


      Dieser Roman wurde speziell für Lernende auf dem Niveau B1 bis B2 konzipiert. Er ist mehr als nur Lektüre; er ist ein Werkzeug.
    


      	
        Natürlicher Spracherwerb:
         Wir verwenden die 1000 häufigsten Wörter der englischen Sprache, eingebettet in spannende Situationen. So festigen Sie wichtiges Vokabular, ohne es mühsam auswendig lernen zu müssen.
      

      	
        Kontextuelles Verstehen:
         Sie werden auf Wörter stoßen, die Sie vielleicht noch nicht kennen. Doch durch die fesselnde Handlung und den klaren Satzbau werden Sie deren Bedeutung intuitiv erfassen. Das ist der Schlüssel zur Sprachbeherrschung.
      

      	
        Freude am Lesen:
         Das Ziel ist, dass Sie vergessen, dass Sie gerade „lernen“. Wir möchten, dass Sie wissen wollen, wie Elians Geschichte endet. Wenn Sie die Seite umblättern, weil Sie Spannung spüren und nicht, weil Sie müssen, dann haben wir unser Ziel erreicht.
      

    


      Jedes Kapitel ist so strukturiert, dass es Sie fordert, aber nicht überfordert. Die Sprache ist authentisch, modern und nützlich für den Alltag, während die Geschichte Sie in eine andere Dimension entführt.
    


      Begleiten Sie Elian auf seiner gefährlichen Reise durch die „Frozen Lands“. Spüren Sie die Kälte auf Ihrer Haut und die Hitze des Feuers in Ihrem Herzen. Entdecken Sie alte Tempel, kämpfen Sie gegen Eiswölfe und lüften Sie das Geheimnis der ewigen Flamme.
    


      Dies ist Ihre Chance, in eine neue Welt einzutauchen und dabei Ihr Englisch auf ein neues Level zu heben. Machen Sie es sich bequem, atmen Sie tief durch und öffnen Sie das Tor zu diesem Abenteuer.
    


      Die letzte Flamme wartet darauf, entfacht zu werden. Viel Erfolg auf Ihrer Reise.
    




























      Chapter 1: The Secret in the Cold
    


      The world was white. It was always white.
    


      Snow covered the ground, the trees, and the roofs of the small houses in the village of Nordems. The sky was a heavy, grey blanket that hid the sun. For as long as Elian could remember, it had been winter. The older people in the village told stories about a time called "Summer," a time when the air was warm and flowers grew in many colors. But Elian was twenty years old, and he had never seen a flower that wasn't made of ice.
    


      Elian stood inside the blacksmith’s shop. It was the only warm place in the village. The large fire in the center of the room burned brightly. It was an ordinary fire, fed by coal and wood. The villagers needed it to melt metal, to make tools, and to fix their broken plows.
    


      Elian held a heavy hammer in his right hand. 
      Clang! Clang! Clang!
       The sound of metal hitting metal filled the small room. He was shaping a piece of hot iron. Sweat ran down his forehead. His muscles were sore, but he did not stop. He liked the work. He liked the heat.
    


      "Good work, boy," said a deep voice behind him.
    


      Elian stopped and turned around. It was Master Thorne, the village blacksmith. Thorne was a big man with a grey beard and strong arms. He had taught Elian everything about metal and iron. But he did not know everything about Elian.
    


      "Thank you, Master Thorne," Elian said, wiping his face with a dirty cloth. "The axe head is almost ready."
    


      Thorne nodded and looked out the window. The wind was howling outside, shaking the wooden shutters. "The cold is getting worse," Thorne said quietly. "The Frost King is angry today."
    


      Elian froze. He gripped the handle of his hammer tighter. Everyone in the village feared the Frost King. He lived far away in the North, in a castle made of blue ice, but his power was everywhere. His soldiers, the Frost Guards, patrolled the roads. They looked for rebels. They looked for thieves. But mostly, they looked for people like Elian.
    


      They looked for Mages.
    


      "Why do you say that?" Elian asked, trying to keep his voice steady.
    


      "Look at the snow," Thorne said, pointing a thick finger at the window. "It falls faster. The wood freezes before we can cut it. If this continues, the village will not have enough food for the year."
    


      Elian looked at the fire in the forge. The orange flames danced and twisted. He felt a strange sensation in his chest. It was a familiar feeling. It was like a second heart, beating slowly, deep inside him. It was heat. Not the heat from the stove, but heat from within.
    


      Elian was a Fire Mage.
    


      He was the last one. Or at least, he thought he was. Years ago, the Frost King declared that fire magic was dangerous. He said the Fire Mages wanted to burn the world. The King’s soldiers hunted them down. They destroyed the temples. They extinguished the flames. Now, fire was only allowed in stoves and lamps, controlled by ordinary humans.
    


      "Elian?" Thorne asked. "Are you listening?"
    


      Elian blinked and shook his head. "Sorry, Master. I was thinking."
    


      "You think too much," Thorne grunted. "Finish the axe. Then you can go home. The sun is setting, and the temperature will drop quickly tonight."
    


      "Yes, Master."
    


      Elian went back to work. He focused on the rhythm of the hammer. 
      Clang. Clang.
       He tried to push the heat in his chest down. He had to be careful. Always careful. If he lost control, even for a second, the fire in the forge would change. It wouldn't be orange anymore. It would turn a brilliant, impossible gold. And if anyone saw golden fire, Elian would be dead before the morning came.
    


      He finished the axe head and cooled it in a bucket of water. The steam hissed loudly, filling the room with a white cloud.
    


      "I am leaving now," Elian called out.
    


      "Stay warm, lad," Thorne replied from the back room.
    


      Elian put on his thick coat, his fur hat, and his leather gloves. He opened the heavy wooden door and stepped out into the evening.
    


      The cold hit him like a physical blow. The wind was sharp, biting his cheeks. Most people in the village ran from door to door, trying to stay out of the wind. They shivered and complained. But Elian did not shiver.
    


      This was his secret, too. The cold did not bother him as much as it bothered others. His internal fire kept him warm. Sometimes, when he walked in the snow, he had to remind himself to act cold. He had to hunch his shoulders and rub his arms like a normal person. If he walked around without a coat, people would ask questions.
    


      The village of Nordems was quiet. Smoke rose from the chimneys of the small wooden houses. The streets were empty. Elian walked quickly towards the small hut where he lived alone. His parents had died when he was a child—taken by the sickness of the long winter, they said. But Elian vaguely remembered a night of shouting and bright lights before he was sent to live with his aunt. Now, his aunt was gone too, and he was alone with his secret.
    


      He reached his door and fumbled for his key. His fingers were stiff, not from cold, but from holding the hammer all day. He opened the door and quickly shut it behind him to keep the wind out.
    


      His house was simple. A bed, a table, a chair, and a small stone fireplace. It was dark and freezing inside.
    


      Elian did not light a match. He did not use flint and steel. He checked the window to make sure the curtains were closed tight. He listened for footsteps outside. Silence.
    


      He took off his thick glove and held his right hand out towards the dry wood in the fireplace.
    


      He took a deep breath. He closed his eyes and focused on the beating sensation in his chest. He pulled a tiny thread of that heat and moved it down his arm, to his wrist, to his palm, to his fingertips.
    


      Snap.
    


      A tiny spark appeared at the tip of his index finger. It wasn't orange. It was pure, bright gold. It was beautiful and terrifying.
    


      He let the spark fall onto the wood. Instantly, the wood caught fire. The flames grew, crackling happily. The room filled with light and warmth.
    


      Elian sat on the floor in front of the fire. He watched the flames dance. This was the only time he could be himself. For a few minutes every night, he wasn't Elian the blacksmith’s apprentice. He wasn't Elian the orphan. He was Elian the Mage.
    


      But tonight, the feeling was different. The heat in his chest was stronger than usual. It was restless. It wanted to come out. The conversation with Master Thorne bothered him. 
      The Frost King is angry.
    


      Elian looked at his hand again. The golden light reflected in his eyes. He remembered the stories his father used to whisper to him when he was very small.
    


      "Fire is life, Elian. The cold brings sleep, but fire brings awakening. One day, the world will need to wake up."
    

























      Chapter 2: A Dangerous Mistake
    






















































































      Chapter 3: The Frost Guards Arrive
    














































































      Chapter 4: Escape into the Night
    






















































      Chapter 5: The Mystery of the Map
    


























































      Chapter 6: A Stranger in the Woods
    















































































      Chapter 7: Crossing the Frozen River
    






























































































      Chapter 8: The Shadow of the Past
    































































































      Chapter 9: The First Attack
    



































































