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Foreword by Andy Burnham

Manchester truly was the ‘shock city’ of the early nineteenth century. Visitors from elsewhere in the world flocked to it, fascinated to watch the pioneering industrial city take shape. ‘What Manchester thinks today, England will think tomorrow’, went the Victorian phrase. Today, I believe Greater Manchester stands on the cusp of another era of opportunity. With confidence and ambition, it can play a leading part in shaping how people live together in the twenty-first century.

As Brian Groom’s absorbing history outlines, Manchester’s story is a dramatic one. From its beginnings as a Roman fort, with soldiers posted from various parts of the empire to try to control the tribes of northern Britannia, it rose to global pre-eminence in the Industrial Revolution. Sadly this changed in the second half of the twentieth century, as the coal that fired the mills went into decline and cotton started to be sent elsewhere. Manchester became the symbol of postwar industrial decline. A city that was once the epicentre of global industry saw 207,000 manufacturing jobs lost between 1972 and 1984.

Since the back end of the last century, however, the region has laid the foundations for a brighter future. Greater Manchester is back, with new towers, arts venues, music arenas. Whereas in the early 1990s just a few hundred people lived in Manchester city centre, it is now getting close to 100,000. We have more new businesses per capita than any region outside London. We have been Europe’s fastest-growing digital and tech hub in recent times. We have for some time been growing faster than the UK economy and we are closing the productivity gap with London.

For somebody born in north-west England, for most of my life we would not have been able to say those things. I came home from university in 1991 to try to find a job, but there was nothing. I could find one as an unpaid reporter on the Middleton Guardian, but I couldn’t make that work, so I did what many in my generation had to do - headed south. Today we are seeing the reverse. In the past three years,10,000 Londoners have moved to Greater Manchester.

In the twenty-first century, cities and towns need to be collaborative, not competitive. Greater Manchester has a unique new model of city-region governance uniting all sectors – public, private, academic, voluntary, faith – in one big mission, to make us one of the most innovative and inclusive cities anywhere in the world. We have lived in a country that has been highly centralised, where everything has to come from Whitehall and Westminster. Imagine a rewired country, where power was much more evenly shared across the regions and nations and we could all do much more for ourselves.

It is a dramatic turnaround that has been thirty years in the making. There is more to do, though, to make sure all our residents can feel the benefit of living in a city region like ours. Despite the transformation in Greater Manchester’s fortunes, levels of poverty in parts of our city-region – particularly child poverty – are among the highest in the UK. Since devolution there has been some evidence of an improvement in life expectancy, for example, but we have further to go. In technical education, we are connecting employers, schools and young people in a new system called the Greater Manchester Baccalaureate, or the MBacc, which will allow everyone to find a path and apply online for high-quality work placements.

Despite progress, our productivity is still thirty-five per cent below that of London, a far bigger gap than we see between other European capitals and second cities. We have got real growth, and we can give the UK so much more, but our message to the government is that it will only happen if you give us the powers, investment and infrastructure that we need to cope with the consequences of that growth. If we have not got the homes to offer people moving to our city, or if our transport system becomes even more congested than it already is, then this success story may not last. You have got to invest in it and break Whitehall out of its London-centric ways. If you cannot find the money for us, then empower us with new ways of raising it ourselves.

There is a really strong pride in Greater Manchester and a strong desire to see it punch its weight, to challenge London for the jobs. Place unifies us. Place is the one thing that we hold in common in quite a divided world: the place in which we live. And if we base politics around that, rather than the things that divide us, then there is so much more that we can achieve.

Andy Burnham

Mayor of Greater Manchester






Prologue

One night just before Christmas 1940, my mother, aged eight, was with her family at their house in Hulme, Manchester. She and her younger brother had been evacuated to leafy Altrincham in 1939, but like many children they returned home before bombing started in earnest. On 22 and 23 December Manchester was hit by an intense barrage of incendiary bombs and high-explosive devices in what became known as the Christmas Blitz. A bomb destroyed their house while they were in it but amazingly they survived. The raid happened so quickly that, although they had a cellar, there was no time to get into it, so the mum, dad and three kids—clutching the budgie’s cage—dived under the kitchen table. It saved their lives. About a thousand others were not so lucky. Without that table I would not be around to write this book.

So this history has a personal resonance, though I hope it will appeal to a global audience. Manchester has been a notably international city at key periods since soldiers from across the Roman Empire arrived to build a fort at this damp location, aiming to control the tribes of northern Britannia. Manchester was in the forefront of the Industrial Revolution and became the ‘shock city’ of the 1840s, according to historian Asa Briggs. Its population had expanded sixfold in sixty years. The industrial city was a new phenomenon: visitors flocked to it from many countries, seeing in Manchester’s experience a foretaste of the world’s future. It was the centre of the global cotton industry and a hub of engineering and machine tool manufacture. No one knew whether all these changes would lead to prosperity or starvation. ‘Certainly Manchester is the most wonderful city of modern times!’ says the main character in Benjamin Disraeli’s novel Coningsby.1 To Friedrich Engels, who toured Manchester’s miserable slums at night, it was ‘hell on earth’.2

Manchester’s story is one of birth, growth into Victorian grandeur, catastrophic decline by the 1980s and recent recovery. The eyes of the world are upon it once more as it has become a test case for how post-industrial cities can reinvent themselves. Manchester again finds itself controversial. To some, it exemplifies a smart, pragmatic way to use culture, leisure and knowledge-based business to build a twenty-first-century economy. Its burgeoning population is truly multinational, with more than a hundred and fifty languages spoken.3 To others, ‘Manctopia’ or ‘Manc-hattan’, bristling with new skyscrapers that seem to spring up overnight, is a neoliberal playground for property developers and young middle-class graduates, while being also riddled with poverty and inequality. That sounds remarkably like das Manchestertum (‘Manchesterism’), a term coined by German critics in the nineteenth century to symbolise selfish economic behaviour.

Manchester justifiably prides itself on its tradition of radicalism. This is the city where peaceful democratic reformers were crushed in the Peterloo Massacre. It was the main centre of working-class Chartism; the place where Engels and Karl Marx carried out research on what became the Communist Manifesto; the home of the militant Suffragette movement. ‘Manchester is a city which has witnessed a great many stirring episodes, especially of a political character. Generally speaking, its citizens have been liberal in their sentiments, defenders of free speech and liberty of opinion,’ said Suffragette founder Emmeline Pankhurst.4 Yet it was also the home of a successful, employer-led campaign for free trade and economic liberalism. It was dominated by the Conservatives in the late nineteenth century and between the twentieth century’s two world wars.

Like my previous book Northerners, this work is a mixture of narrative history and chapters on social and cultural themes. It pays due respect to the city’s multiple waves of immigration. Science/ technology, sport and music each get a chapter to themselves, so important have these been in Manchester’s history. ‘If it stopped banging on about its football teams and its bands and its shops and its attitude, Manchester has something that it can be genuinely, enormously proud of, something that it should shout from the rooftops,’ wrote Stuart Maconie in Pies and Prejudice. ‘Manchester changed the world’s politics: from vegetarianism to feminism to trade unionism to communism, every upstart notion that ever got ideas above its station, every snotty street-fighter of a radical philosophy, was fostered brawling in Manchester’s streets, mills, pubs, churches and debating halls.’5

In Made in Manchester, figures from the city and its surrounding region are portrayed along with those born elsewhere who have played a part in its story. Notable people include scientists from John Dalton and Ernest Rutherford to the team that produced Baby, the world’s first stored-program computer; industrialists such as Joseph Whitworth, whose standard screw threads laid the foundation of modern mass production; women’s suffrage campaigners including Lydia Becker and Emmeline Pankhurst; writers such as Elizabeth Gaskell, Anthony Burgess and Shelagh Delaney; composers such as William Walton and Peter Maxwell Davies; and artists such as L.S. Lowry and Annie Swynnerton. Alongside these, the book attempts to describe the often agonisingly difficult lives of the city’s ordinary people. It examines the growth of professional sport in the region, not just Manchester City and United, and popular entertainers such as Gracie Fields, Victoria Wood and Peter Kay. It describes Manchester’s classical music history and its pop music scene, including the famous Haçienda club (once called the ‘Halluçienda’ in a slip of the tongue by a senior TV executive6) along with bands such as Joy Division, New Order, The Smiths, Stone Roses and Oasis. Attention is given too to the city’s rich but often ignored black music scene.

How am I defining ‘Manchester’? The answer is, very loosely. The city of Manchester itself is a small, fat finger of land from Higher Blackley in the north to Woodhouse Park in the south, 44.6 square miles with a population of 549,000. Greater Manchester covers 493 square miles, has a population of 2.87 million and comprises ten boroughs: Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Stockport, Tameside, Trafford and Wigan.7 The book covers all these areas plus other places beyond its boundaries that look to Manchester as their nearest big city.

Identity can be a sensitive issue. Manchester has had city status since 1853 and Salford since 1926; in medieval times, Manchester was a village in Salfordshire, or the Hundred of Salford. Most of Manchester and all of Salford are in the historic county of Lancashire. In surrounding towns, variously situated in historic Lancashire, Cheshire and Yorkshire, a number of people were resentful that local government reorganisation in 1974 placed them under the new Greater Manchester County Council. Even after the county council was abolished in 1986, district councils saw advantages in continuing to work together. They formed a combined authority in 2011 in which some resources were pooled and various powers exercised jointly. Andy Burnham became Greater Manchester’s directly elected mayor in 2017. But the change still rankles with some.

Personally, I have no difficulty in thinking of myself as a Stretfordian, Mancunian, Lancastrian and a northerner. I was born in Stretford Memorial Hospital on Seymour Grove in 1955—one year before Ian Curtis of Joy Division and sixty-two years after flight pioneer John Alcock were also born in the same building, Basford House. My birth certificate says Stretford, Lancashire, but my home until I was almost five was nearby in Whalley Range, part of Manchester. We moved properly to Stretford for the rest of my childhood and then, when I was a teenager, to Sale in Cheshire, more recently part of Trafford. After several decades living away from the city, I moved in 2015 to Saddleworth in the historic West Riding of Yorkshire, now part of Oldham in Greater Manchester. Geographical identity is complex.

And what about that ‘attitude’, as Stuart Maconie calls it? Manchester has a reputation for boastfulness. Think of the Victorian phrase: ‘What Manchester thinks today, England will think tomorrow.’ This can be exaggerated, though. The phrase was as often as not uttered by outsiders rather than Mancunians and if anything more frequently in the form: ‘What Lancashire thinks today, England will think tomorrow.’ By the 1970s, when the city was in what seemed near-terminal decline, Mancunians were far from confident about singing their city’s praises.

That did change with the emergence of Manchester’s punk, postpunk and Britpop scene. Think of the ‘swagger’, the cocksure gait of ‘proper Mancs’ such as Liam Gallagher of Oasis and Ian Brown of Stone Roses. This perhaps smacked more of defiance than of boasting. Liam’s brother Noel allegedly said: ‘We like annoying people. It’s a Manchester thing. It’s a trait. We just like pissing people off.’8 According to Manchester United star Eric Cantona: ‘I feel close to the rebelliousness and vigour of the youth here. Perhaps time will separate us, but nobody can deny that here, behind the windows of Manchester, there is an insane love of football, of celebration and of music.’9

It did go a bit further, though. As Tony Wilson, the television presenter who co-founded Factory Records and the Haçienda, put it: ‘Manchester became the centre of the universe. The best drugs. The best clothes. The best women. The best bands. The best club. Suddenly everyone wanted to be from Manchester; and if you were a Manc everyone wanted a part of you.’10 T-shirts proclaimed: ‘And on the sixth day God created Manchester.’ Then there is the endlessly repeated phrase ‘This is Manchester, we do things differently here,’ frequently misattributed to Wilson but in fact written by Frank Cottrell-Boyce for the Tony Wilson character played by Steve Coogan in the 2002 film 24 Hour Party People. It is derived from the first line of L.P. Hartley’s The Go-Between: ‘The past is a foreign country, they do things differently there.’ Wilson did quote himself as having uttered a version of the phrase in 1976 in his movie tie-in book 24 Hour Party People, a ‘novelisation’, but admits in the foreword that ‘a lot of what follows is pure bloody fiction’.11

Manchester’s reputation as a special place is something that needs to be earned anew with each generation.






Chapter 1Beginnings

The rainy, sparsely populated spot near the Roman Empire’s northernmost extreme must have seemed anything but glamorous to soldiers posted there to build and man a fort around 79 ce, attempting to control tribes of northern Britannia. These Romans called their fort Mamucium (or something close). It was cosmopolitan, prefiguring the influx of foreigners attracted by nineteenth-century Manchester and also today’s multinational city. Troops were recruited from across the empire. They might have been surprised to learn that, seventeen centuries later, this damp place would be at the centre of an Industrial Revolution regarded by many as the most transformative period in human history.

Inscriptions record some of the first known Mancunians.1 There was Lucius Senecianus Martius of the Sixth Legion Valeria Victrix, who created an altar to the Goddess of Fortune. Others included Masovo, Cudrenus, Quintianus and Candidus, centurions in a cohort of auxiliaries from Frisia, in today’s north Netherlands and north-west Germany, though we cannot be sure all were Germanic. Other detachments arrived from Austria, Hungary and possibly Spain. A soldier called Aelius Victor erected a stone altar to Rhineland goddesses. The fort was built on a sandstone outcrop above the confluence of the Irwell and Medlock rivers in an undulating glacial landscape between Pennine hills, the marsh and bog of south Lancashire and the Cheshire plain. In a landscape of oak and birch, other inhabitants included bears, wolves and boar—and probably Iron Age Britons, though hard evidence of where these lived is elusive.

Hunter-gatherers of an early human species are thought to have first roamed northern England at least half a million years ago in warm spells during the last Ice Age, though whether they visited the Manchester area is not known.2 Firmer evidence comes from the Mesolithic period (c.9,500–4,000 bce). Little has been discovered in Manchester city centre, however, apart from a few prehistoric artefacts from redeposited layers, meaning they may not originate from where they were found. In the wider city-region, Early Neolithic flints and Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age stone axes and hammers have been found in the Bollin and Medlock valleys. Remains of a timber long house belonging to an Early Neolithic farming community were discovered at Oversley Farm, Ringway, during the building of Manchester Airport’s second runway in the late 1990s.3

The Pennine region in the Iron Age was dominated by a tribe or confederation that the Romans called the Brigantes. Some suggest that the Manchester area may have been occupied by the Setantii, a possible Brigantian sub-group.4 Cartimandua, Queen of the Brigantes, who collaborated with the Roman invaders, was ousted by her former husband, Venutius, a decade before Gnaeus Julius Agricola, governor of Britannia 78–84 ce, ordered the building of Mamucium. A statue of Agricola, who also came as close as anyone in history to conquering Caledonia, or Scotland, has pride of place over the main door of Manchester Town Hall.

Mamucium was built at a junction between the west–east route linking the legionary bases at Deva (Chester) and Eboracum (York) and another important route northwards to Luguvalium (Carlisle).6 Scholars mostly favour the name Mamucium, though other variants exist, including Mammium; Mancunium is now thought less likely. Mamucium has been variously interpreted as coming from the Brythonic mamm (‘breast’, as in breast-like hill), mamma (‘mother’, referring to a local river goddess) or even maen (‘rock’ or ‘stone’). It became Mamecestre in the Middle Ages.7

Evidence of a one-time British population exists in placenames north and west of the city with Brythonic elements such as Eccles, Alt, Chadderton and Werneth. Later Anglo-Saxon settlements around Manchester are indicated by names like Chorlton, Clayton, Gorton and Moston. Danish settlements to the south and southwest are suggested in Cheadle Hulme, Davyhulme, Levenshulme and Hulme itself.8

The Romans stayed for about two hundred years or more. The first fort was made of stockpiled timber with defensive turf ramparts. It was square, covered about 3 acres and housed a 480-man auxiliary infantry unit. Later it was expanded a couple of times and then replaced by a larger stone construction in the third century. Non-Roman auxiliaries were paid half as much as legionaries, though after twenty-five years they gained Roman citizenship, which also included any wives and children.9

A civil settlement or vicus grew up outside the walls, made up of soldiers’ families, traders, artisans and craftsmen, who set up furnaces and workshops alongside shops and brothels. There is evidence of Roman gods, including a possible temple of Mithras, popular with soldiers, and also Christian worship.10 A word square discovered in the 1970s may be one of the earliest examples of Christianity in Britain: the anagram spells pater noster, the opening of the Lord’s Prayer in Latin.11 The vicus shrank dramatically or disappeared by the mid-third century, probably because the soldiers were needed elsewhere, and the Romans finally left Britain early in the fifth century.12

Roman Manchester has been largely destroyed, notably in the nineteenth century when the Rochdale Canal sliced across one corner of the site and the Manchester, South Junction and Altrincham Railway drove through the middle of the fort. The remainder of the fort lies under nineteenth-century buildings and roads.13 The north gate was reconstructed in 1984. Castlefield, designated the UK’s first urban heritage park in 1982, includes the terminus of the Bridgewater Canal—the world’s first purpose-built industrial canal—and that of the world’s first steam-powered intercity passenger railway, Liverpool–Manchester.

After the Romans departed around 410, several hundred years of silence followed in which Manchester’s occupiers left no written records and few artefacts. A legend holds that the castle was occupied by a giant called Tarquin until he was slain by Sir Lancelot du Lac, one of King Arthur’s Knights of the Round Table, interpreted by some as a folk allegory for seizure of the Romano-British fort by Angles and their harsh treatment of local residents.14 Manchester was on the fringes of the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Northumbria, whose border with Mercia is thought to have been the Mersey. Later it was part of the Viking kingdom of York. A mysterious feature known as the Nico Ditch, which runs between Ashton Moss near Ashton-under-Lyne in the east and Hough Moss near Chorltoncum-Hardy in the west, may be some kind of boundary marker.15

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle records that Edward the Elder, Alfred the Great’s son and ruler of Wessex, Mercia and East Anglia, in 923 reached the banks of the Mersey, built a fort at Thelwall and ordered a Mercian army to go ‘to Manchester in Northumbria, to repair and to man it’.16 Exactly what they repaired is unclear; it may have been the Roman fort.17 By the Norman conquest, Manchester was part of the Royal Manor and Hundred of Salford. The whole Salford area, covering 350 square miles, was poor and sparsely populated. It has been estimated that the Hundred contained only about three thousand people and Manchester was a tiny village, surrounded by peat moss and rough moorland.18

Medieval Manchester was not an important town: the royal boroughs of Preston, Lancaster, Liverpool and Wigan were more prominent. The settlement was now on a rocky outcrop above the confluence of the Irwell and Irk, almost a mile north of the Roman fort. Manchester merited one entry in the 1086 Domesday Book: ‘The church of St Mary and the church of St Michael held in Mamecestre one carucate of land quit from every due except geld [tax].’19 St Mary’s was the Anglo-Saxon forerunner of the cathedral, but the reference to St Michael has puzzled historians. Some think it refers to a church in Ashton-under-Lyne, while others are uncertain. Salford was the administrative centre and Manchester was the ecclesiastical centre, with a huge parish. New chapels were established by the Longford family at Didsbury in the thirteenth century, the Traffords at Stretford in the fourteenth, and by others at Chorlton, Denton, Blackley, Gorton, Newtown and Birch in the sixteenth century.20

William the Conqueror assigned the land between the Ribble and the Mersey, among other large estates, to Roger de Poitou, son of Roger of Montgomery, a cousin of William who had fought at Hastings. Roger forfeited the land briefly under the Conqueror for unknown reasons and later lost it for good by taking part in a rebellion in 1102 against Henry I. In the meantime Roger had kept the manor of Salford for himself but granted other lands in the Hundred to five knights in return for service. One of them, Nigel, received land soon to be known as the Barony of Manchester. Thus Salford and Manchester were sundered administratively, never again to be reunited. Salford became the possession of the sovereign as Duke of Lancaster in 1399. The two cities have at times been uneasy neighbours. In the Edwardian era, for example, a dispute between the tramway committees meant that travellers crossing the boundary had to walk several hundred yards to catch a different tram. They could blame Roger de Poitou.21

Nigel disappeared from the historical record and the barony came into the hands of Albert de Gresle or Grelley before the end of the eleventh century. The Grelleys were lords of the manor of Manchester for almost two hundred years. Albert’s son Robert was one of the northern barons who made King John sign Magna Carta in 1215 and fought against him when he failed to keep its terms. Robert was the first lord of the manor to live in the town. He brought in skilled craftsmen to build a stone manor house, part of which may survive in the stonework of Chetham’s School of Music. The medieval town also had a castle, probably a motte and bailey structure, which seems not to have been in use beyond the fourteenth century. One surviving feature is the Hanging Bridge, partly visible from the cathedral’s south entrance, and the Hanging Ditch (from hangan, or hollow, rather than executions); it was dug apparently to surround the medieval town and eventually became filled by rubbish.22

The early manor was agricultural, but by the thirteenth century it was becoming more urban. A weekly Saturday market had been established. Henry III in 1227 granted Robert Grelley the right to hold an annual three-day fair, which took place on 20–22 September at Acresfield, the site today of St Ann’s Square. The fair had a long life; it continued when the square was created and eventually relocated to Shudehill and then Campfield in the Castlefield area, before it ceased in 1876.23

Textile industries were becoming established, possibly from Roman times, and Flemish weavers may have settled in the Manchester area by the fourteenth century.24 Residents were no longer villeins, tied to working for the lord of the manor, but had become burgesses, free men with the right (subject to certain conditions) to sell up and move on if they chose. Lords could make more money from a town’s markets and fairs than they could from a villein’s service. There was little sign of the town flourishing, however. Life was short and harsh. There were plagues and poor harvests. Manchester was badly hit by the Black Death: the chapel yard at Didsbury was consecrated to bury its victims in 1352.25

There were two courts: the Portmoot, covering the town, and the baronial court—Curia Domini—with wider powers. Instruments of justice included the pillory, ducking stool and gallows. One quirk was that the maximum fine for wounding someone on a Sunday was twenty shillings, compared with one shilling on a weekday.26 Thomas Grelley, eighth baron, granted the town its first charter in 1301, based on one granted to Salford in about 1230; the Manchester version largely confirmed rights and privileges that burgesses already held. While single women could not be burgesses, many were engaged in trade. Wives could represent their husbands in court if the husband were absent on business. The charter laid down regulations about prices fixed by the lord for the sale of bread and beer and an obligation to grind corn at the lord’s mill and bake bread at his oven.27

Thomas Grelley sold the manorial rights in 1309 to John la Warre, his brother-in-law from Gloucestershire. John’s grandson Roger, tenth baron, was taken to court in 1359 by Henry, Duke of Lancaster. Jurors at Preston ruled that Manchester was not a borough, with significant powers and independence, but merely a market town—a situation that was to persist until the nineteenth century, despite enormous growth. According to historian Alan Kidd: ‘This judgment represented a successful attempt by the manorial lord to prevent the town achieving self-government.’28

Thomas la Warre, who became the twelfth lord in 1398, was already rector of the parish of Manchester. He won licences from the Pope and Henry V to transform St Mary’s into a Collegiate Church and it was rebuilt in the perpendicular style from 1422. Like other parishes, Manchester had suffered from absentee rectors. Thomas sought to tackle clerical abuses by giving the site of his manor house to establish a College of Clergy in 1421. It is now home to Chetham’s School of Music, a fine medieval building. The Collegiate Church became Manchester Cathedral in 1847. It was damaged in the 1940 Manchester Blitz and again in the 1996 IRA bombing.29

Between the fifteenth and eighteenth centuries, Manchester developed into a significant regional capital. Tudor Manchester was still a small settlement, just a few streets centred around the Collegiate Church, although John Leland, who travelled all over England as the King’s Antiquary, described it around 1540 as ‘the fairest, best builded, quickest and most populous town of all Lancastershire’. Leland recorded that a lot of ‘Irish yarn’ was bought by Manchester men in Liverpool, probably referring to flax, used in making linen.30

 By Elizabethan times, Manchester was a manufacturing and marketing centre for woollens and linens. Goods were sold throughout the provinces and on London markets. Most production was carried out by independent weavers working in their own homes, who bought their own raw materials and sold direct to merchant clothiers. In 1552, a parliamentary act regulating the manufacture of woollen cloth referred to ‘Manchester cottons’ (actually a form of woollen cloth), ‘Manchester rugs’ and ‘Manchester frizes’. Factors that encouraged the industry’s growth included Manchester’s location at the confluence of several rivers and proximity to Liverpool for imports of raw material. Lack of a corporation and craft guilds may also have helped: newcomers were not kept out. The absence of restrictions also enabled the linen industry to adapt to cotton. Once a town developed a specialism, it attracted people with suitable skills, established a reputation for particular products and developed a merchandising network.31

By Elizabeth’s reign, Mancunians had home comforts such as chimneys and glass windows. People slept on beds with pillows and mattresses, rather than straw pallets and wooden bolsters. In 1515, Hugh Oldham, Bishop of Exeter (brought up in Manchester), founded Manchester Grammar School, one of England’s first free grammar schools for boys. He aimed to remedy the fact that Lancashire boys, in his view, ‘having pregnant wit have been for the most part brought up rudely and idly and not in virtue or cunning or good manners’. The school was endowed with rentals from property and with the income from three mills; it occupied premises in Long Millgate. It moved to Rusholme in 1930, but still retains the bishop’s badge and his motto, Sapere aude.32

While religious life for many centred on the Collegiate Church, Manchester became a centre of Puritanism, partly influenced by local young people educated at Protestant colleges in Oxford and Cambridge who returned to practise as clergy. In 1588, Robert Waldegrave set up a mobile printing press on Oldham Road and began producing the Martin Marprelate tracts, viciously satirical attacks on the Church. The press was destroyed and Waldegrave fled to Scotland.33

In these turbulent times, the College of Clergy was dissolved in 1547, re-established by Mary in 1557, dissolved again on Elizabeth’s accession in 1558 and again re-established as a Protestant institution in 1578.34 One of Manchester’s strangest episodes was the appointment of John Dee, alchemist, mathematician, astrologer and scientist, as warden of the college, known as Christ’s College, in 1595. Some think he may have been the model for Prospero in Shakespeare’s The Tempest. He advocated turning England’s imperial expansion into a ‘British Empire’, a term he is credited with coining. He tried to talk to angels, who he thought would reveal the divine language that God had used to create the universe. The Collegiate Church was in disrepair, college buildings had been sold and lands leased to local gentry on terms mired in litigation. Dee struggled to exercise control over Puritan fellows who despised him. He was forced to borrow and had barely enough money to feed his family and servants. After his wife died of plague in 1604, Dee left Manchester to return to London, but remained warden until his death in 1609.35

The town’s manorial rights passed through several hands and were bought for £3,500 in 1596 by Nicholas Mosley, London representative of a wealthy family of Manchester clothiers. He became Lord Mayor of London and built Hough End Hall on the site of his father’s house in Withington, Manchester. The Mosleys were lords of the manor until their descendant, Sir Oswald Mosley, sold the rights to the Corporation of Manchester for £200,000 in 1846.36

Sir Nicholas governed through the manorial court called the Court Leet, which met twice a year. As Manchester grew, wandering pigs became such a nuisance that the court appointed a public swineherd, who ‘assembled his charges with a horn in the morning and led them out to the lord’s waste at Collyhurst’, where he kept them till evening. Townsfolk paid the swineherd a penny quarterly for every pig. Another nuisance was gangs of men and boys ‘using that unlawful exercise of playing with the football in the streets of the said town, breaking windows and glass at their pleasures’. Football, ever divisive, was to play a big part in Manchester’s history.37






Chapter 2Civil War to Georgian Boom Town

Shots rang out on 15 July 1642 in a skirmish between royalists and parliamentarian militia outside Manchester’s Eagle and Child tavern. Richard Percival (or Parcival), a linen weaver from Kirkmanshulme, a hamlet east of the town, attacked one of the royalists, who were leaving a banquet. Percival was shot dead, making him the first attested casualty in England’s seventeenth-century civil wars. Three wars over a decade (1642–6, 1648–9, 1649–51), along with parallel conflicts in Scotland and Ireland, were traumatic events.1

Shortly after that skirmish Manchester, a parliamentarian stronghold, became briefly and unsuccessfully besieged by royalists, bringing the town to national attention. Had it fallen, the war might have taken a different course. The town, with a population estimated at just over three thousand, was emerging as a regionally important textile and trading centre.2 Growing pains included overcrowding, mountains of manure and repeated outbreaks of plague. As Manchester grew in importance, it became embroiled in the era’s religious and political conflicts.

Central and western Lancashire were among Charles I’s strongest areas of support. Towns such as Preston, Warrington, Wigan and Salford sympathised with the king, while Manchester, Rochdale and Bolton were for parliament.3 The most influential local royalist leader was Lord Strange (James Stanley, heir to the Earl of Derby). Both sides searched frantically for arms and gunpower, though Strange failed to seize Manchester’s ten barrels of powder, which had been moved to secret locations. It was Strange who led a royalist entourage to the Eagle and Child.

In August, King Charles raised his standard at Nottingham, starting the war, ignoring Strange’s advice to raise it at Warrington.4 Strange, impeached for high treason by the House of Commons, set about raising troops. Defensive preparations in Manchester were led by Robert Bradshaw and William Radcliffe. However, the town lacked walls and gates, making it vulnerable to attack. It hired a German military engineer named Johann Rosworm, who had served in the Low Countries and Ireland during the Thirty Years War. Chains and bars were stretched across the streets to prevent a cavalry charge and iron gates built across the approaches to Market Street.5

The attack came on Sunday morning, 25 September, with two thousand infantry, three hundred cavalry and six pieces of artillery. Familiar bell chimes were sounded in reverse by defenders to warn the populace. The royalists, who approached from Salford, were repulsed at Deansgate and the Old Bridge over the Irwell. They were fought off again on Tuesday, though defenders fretted that they were running short of ammunition. On Thursday, Captain Standish, one of the royalist leaders, was killed in another assault on the Old Bridge. Coincidentally, Strange’s father died elsewhere that day, so he became the seventh Earl of Derby. The royalists gave up on Saturday after deluges of rain all week and retreated following a brief exchange of prisoners. The siege had been poorly led and uncoordinated. The royalists were estimated to have lost two hundred and twenty men,while the townspeople lost just nineteen.6

Parliament gave a vote of thanks. Had Manchester fallen, the whole of Lancashire might have come into royalist hands. The war caused poverty and unemployment, however, with the town bearing the cost of supporting its garrison until parliament decided it should be paid for by sequestrating royalist estates. Distress was so bad that collections were made for its relief in churches around the country. In 1644, Prince Rupert, the king’s nephew, passed by Manchester and sacked Bolton, known as the Calvinist ‘Geneva of the North’. After that battle, up to a thousand parliamentary soldiers and civilians were killed in one of the war’s worst massacres. The Earl of Derby was later tried for treason and beheaded at Bolton for his part in it. Meanwhile an outbreak of plague in Manchester in 1645 killed hundreds.7

The end of the first Civil War solved little because the winners were divided between the army, which championed independent or separatist religious views, and parliament, which favoured presbyterianism (assemblies of elders replacing bishops in the Anglican Church)—a division that also gripped Manchester. This was an era of unorthodox political and religious sects. Gerrard Winstanley, leading theorist of the Diggers, had been born in Wigan in 1609, the son of a mercer or cloth trader. He became a merchant tailor in London, but was bankrupted by the Civil War. In 1649 Winstanley and followers took over common land at St George’s Hill in Surrey to grow and distribute food, but landowners sent armed men to attack them. Eventually the colony was abandoned.

After a second war between the king and parliament, the Commonwealth was proclaimed in Manchester’s Market Place on 6 February 1649. All church property was seized, including the Collegiate Church. Warden Richard Heyrick, a presbyterian, refused to leave his post. He was arrested on suspicion of sympathy with the exiled Stuarts and narrowly escaped the death sentence, before being released on payment of a fine. After reinstatement, he was instrumental in establishing a presbyterian system throughout Lancashire, though this lasted only until 1653.8

Oliver Cromwell rewarded Manchester’s loyalty by granting the town its first member of parliament. Burgesses chose Colonel Charles Worsley, who had been commander of Cromwell’s own infantry regiment. His family lived in Platt Hall, in Platt Fields, where the parliamentary mace was brought after Cromwell ordered removal of ‘that bauble’ from the Commons. After five months, parliament made Cromwell lord protector (dictator) and was dissolved. Worsley was promoted to major-general in charge of Lancashire, Cheshire and Staffordshire. A keen Puritan, he boasted of closing numerous alehouses. He was tipped as a possible successor to Cromwell until he suddenly died, aged thirty-five, in 1656. His statue is on the Albert Square/Princess Street corner of the town hall. By the Restoration, Manchester had lost its representation in parliament. It would be almost two hundred years before it was restored.9

During the Commonwealth, Chetham’s Hospital, a charitable school for boys, and Chetham’s Library, the oldest free public reference library in the English-speaking world, were created. These were provided for in the will of Humphrey Chetham, a leading merchant, who was born at Crumpsall Hall and studied at Manchester Grammar School. He died in 1653 and set up a £7,000 foundation for forty poor boys to be clothed and educated from age six to sixteen, after which they would be apprenticed. He insisted they should be ‘children of honest, industrious and pains-taking parents, and not of wandering, or idle beggars, or rogues’. They should not be bastards, lame, infirm or diseased and he was specific about where they were to come from: ‘fourteen from Manchester, six from Salford, three from Droylsden, two from Crumpsall, ten from Bolton-le-Moors, and five from Turton’. The school opened in 1656 in a building that was formerly home of the warden and fellows of the Collegiate Church.10

Chetham provided £1,000 ‘for, or towards a library, within the town of Manchester, for the use of scholars, and all others, well affected, to resort to’. The Civil War nipped in the bud a project to create a university at Manchester. This scheme, broached in 1640, had support from Lord Strange; his Manchester residence, the Old College, was suggested as a suitable site. In fact Manchester was not to get a university until the nineteenth century.11

By the Restoration in 1660, even parliamentarian Manchester was so weary of conflict and bitterness that it celebrated Charles II’s coronation heartily. There was a military procession, a public dinner, church services, fireworks, bonfires and the public water supply was made to
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