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Preface

	“Hey, are you bored with your dull and monotonous life? Do you waste all your spare time reading dull books like Shakespeare and Charles Dickens? Is your life too tame and domesticated? Do you want to inject some excitement and exuberance into it? Do you want to improve your lung power and be able to yell and shriek at hundred decibels for hours and hours? Do you want to get lots of friends of all ages, religions, and races who think and act alike? Do you want to extract the maximum out of your gigantic high-definition TV? Do you want to be at the edge of your living room couch shivering in nail-biting suspense and anticipation? Do you…” 

	“Yes! Yes! Quick, tell me what I need to do.”

	“Simple. Just become a real cricket fan and you will achieve all that I just said.”

	“What? Don’t be silly! How will that help? I am already a cricket fan in case you didn’t know.”

	“Hah! Are you? Don’t make me laugh! You are like a lamb, an insult to all real cricket fans.”

	“Hey, what do you mean by an insult to all fans?”

	“Cool down! What I mean is you look and act too domesticated to be called a real cricket fan. You are still not that fire and brimstone material of cricket – The Ultimate Cricket Fan.”

	“Ultimate cricket fan? Who is that?”

	“An explosive beast that no one can tame.”
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The Cricket Beasts

	The Introduction: Long, long ago cricket was just a slow boring game specifically designed to keep a bunch of white-dressed sloths (who called themselves gentlemen) entertained for a few hours on a lazy Sunday afternoon. Some folks claim this game was originally invented by some sheepherders to pass time while their lily-white sheep grazed on the green plains. This is probably why the early cricket uniforms were also white in color. And so graceful was this sport many years ago (when your grandfather was a baby) that the clothes of all players would remain sparkling white and with their creases intact even at the end of a game. Anyway, ignoring its boring history for the moment, cricket was just a time pass sport and it was no big deal for anyone if a team won or lost a game. 

	But today cricket is no longer just a simple, slow, or boring game, and nor is it solely for gentlemen anymore. These days there is no guarantee that a player’s clothes, hair, limbs, or even life will be intact at the end of any game, like even a friendly match for some high society charity. This is because cricket has now transformed itself into a modern warfare material, a savage hairline trigger sport that can easily start a verbal or a real war between two countries even if they have excellent diplomatic and business relations. And in case the countries hate each other, then cricket can easily instigate a vicious thermonuclear war between them with the kind of hysteria generated on both sides. 

	And the sole reason for cricket becoming such an important military-grade material is because of one irrational creature. It is this exuberant creature who has catapulted this game to such a stratospheric level that even mediocre players can now earn millions of dollars for a single match even when they lose, instead of getting a few hundred bucks and a free cap for an entire season like they used to decades ago. Secondly, this creature has even aroused the interest and competition among giant business corporations, international mafias, terrorist organizations, gamblers, political parties, advertising agencies, and other rattlesnakes in designer suits to get involved in controlling and promoting the game of cricket. It is also because of this creature that governments have now installed military police, helicopter gunships, black cat commandos, air raid sirens, battle tanks, video surveillance equipment, electric fences, spy agencies, wiretapping, etc., around cricket stadiums, instead of where they should truly be like the country’s borders.

	Now if you are curious to know who that creature is it is none other than the Modern Cricket Fan, an insatiable civilian beast who will do anything, pay any amount, or even sell his or her soul to watch a game of cricket. This faceless beast now has so much influence over everyone that it is no longer permitted by law in any cricket-playing country for any sports lover to be just an ordinary gentle fan. If you are a fan bitten by the cricket bug, then it is mandatory to be a raving and ranting pit bull kind of beast. In fact, it is now unofficially a criminal offense to be a docile cricket fan, and you have no place to hide if you are not hysterical about cricket. 

	So, how does one become such a beautiful beast? 

	It is very simple. To become such a creature, you must quickly learn lots of stuff about how to watch cricket and also implement various wacky changes in your behavior and personality, which this excellent little book will clearly explain. Until now there have only been brilliant books written about famous cricketers, how-to guides for playing, case studies of famous matches, etc. All mundane stuff suitable only for a boring sports museum. But it is only now that you will find a rare book like this dedicated as a tribute to that spectacular beast who has elevated cricket to such dizzying levels. And just to let you know, all the information in this masterpiece has been painstakingly collected by the expert author through elaborate research and detailed observations of hundreds of fans. So, fasten your seatbelts and listen carefully without wasting any time. The game has just begun.

	The First Rule: The first rule in becoming a cricket fan today is to understand there are no age restrictions. So, do not assume that only youngsters can become such a beast. The beasts who have dedicated their lives to cricket come in all ages, sizes, shapes, colors, races, and genders. You can start as early as six or seven years and go all the way up to a hundred years or more as long as you are still alive and healthy. 

	The Second Rule: It is not enough to watch and applaud some cricket once in a while. That is not sufficient oxygen for any fan. To be a healthy fire-breathing fan you must inhale and exhale cricket in all its magnificence and brilliance 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Only then you are on the right path to becoming an ultimate cricket fan. This is the second rule. Understood? Good, now let me enlighten you with the other mandatory specifications of this wonderful beast.

	Rules of the game: Next, it is not enough if you just understand the game casually. As a beast, you must memorize each and every rule about the game from its 24-volume encyclopedia, which is probably bigger than the Encyclopedia Britannica. For example, you must be able to easily remember stuff like – ‘Chapter-72, section-86’ of the bowling encyclopedia mentions that one must twist their wrists to 37 degrees while bowling on a hard ground pitch for best results. Without knowing the rules accurately you will not be able to enjoy the match properly or criticize the players harshly when they commit silly mistakes. Every cricket fan must be fully qualified to provide their independent three-dimensional trigonometric opinion and unwinnable arguments on how a particular bowl should have been tackled, must have been tackled, could have been tackled, etc. Surely it must be quite simple for any batter to mentally calculate and switch to the right ‘body & bat’ position to tackle a ball hurtling towards him at 200 miles an hour.

	History: This is very important for every cricket fan. There is no point in just remembering and admiring a few memorable matches. You must remember the entire history of every match played to date. When I say every match, I mean EVERY MATCH that was played worldwide in the last hundred plus years. You must be able to give molecular and atomic details about every match like who played, against whom, where, when, why, runs scored, who won, who lost, who was the umpire, and what was the pitch condition of the 350+ cricket stadiums around the world, etc., should be at your fingertips. Remembering history is very important if you are to compare one match against another. Even if someone wakes you up from deep sleep or a coma you must be able to flawlessly blurt out a dozen memorable cricket incidents like,

	RV hit 36 runs off just 17 balls with seven boundaries in 1987. In response to this BK hit 38 runs in just 18 balls with five sixes. Anyway, we lost the match on that day.

	In the 1992 semi-final between India and West Indies was stopped in the afternoon due to heavy rain right after the fifth over was completed.

	A stray dog had suddenly appeared in the stadium in the sixth over during a match between England and Australia in 1967. The crowd went berserk. And it took one hour for the authorities to chase the dog and the ones who were cheering it out of the stadium. By then the lighting was bad and the match was called off.

	The umpire had swooned due to the extreme heat in the summer of 1992 during the fifth over between West Indies and England played in the Sahara desert.

	In 1978 the captain of India got into fisticuffs with one of the spectators who had thrown a bottle of water on his head for missing a catch.

	In 1988 angry fans invaded and ransacked the dressing room of England players because of a slow run rate.

	In 1972 the umpire of Australia gave a wrong out to the captain of the West Indies and a curfew had to be declared in the city as rampaging mobs set fire to shops and cars.

	The most memorable matches in 1971 were on January 06th, February 13th, March 28th, April 01st, May 18th, August 23rd, September 05th, October 19th, November 30th, and December 02nd. And the most memorable matches in 1972 were on January 08th, February 14th, March 26th, April 07th, May 14th, August 20th, September 01st, October 04th, November 03rd, and December 12th.

	Team WI won the toss and elected to bat in against EV played at the elephant stadium in South Africa on the second of February 1963.

	And so on.

	Winning: When your favorite team wins a match remember to explode in ecstatic exuberance. Dance and shriek at hundred decibels that can break every glass and porcelain item in your house. And in case you have any difficulties screaming like that consult an ENT specialist immediately to get your throat and lungs checked. They can prescribe some special medicines used by opera artists who are specialists in the art of shrieking. Also, burst firecrackers and distribute sweets to all citizens in your area. Send congratulatory messages to everyone in the telephone directory, and post raving messages on Facebook, Twitter, etc. Go around with a drum claiming that this win clearly demonstrates that your team is capable of handling any adversity and hostile opposition, or they have finally reached the pinnacle and there are no more worlds to conquer, etc. Start blabbering about the team’s perseverance, passion, motivation, form, poise, speed, etc. Shower praises on the captain for his brilliant winning strategy and superb inspiration for the team. Exhibiting such behaviors is mandatory to show that you truly appreciate a good game. And it keeps the team members motivated to act well in various TV advertisements.

	Losing: When your favorite team loses rave and rant like a lunatic. Never say it is just a game. Tear your clothes, roll on the floor and run around your house whimpering and weeping like a maniac. Take an oath that you will personally strangle each player if you meet them or get a chance. How
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