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Introduction

Apple has officially unveiled the iPhone 17, boasting stronger durability, smoother scrolling, and a noticeably brighter display. The announcement came during its “Awe Dropping” event on Tuesday, September 9, which was streamed live online. Alongside the new iPhones, Apple also introduced fresh updates for its Airpods and Apple Watch lineup.

One of the biggest highlights of the event was the debut of the iPhone Air — Apple’s thinnest iPhone yet, described as a device that “nearly disappears in your hand.”

The iPhone 17, Apple’s 2025 flagship, follows last year’s iPhone 16 and packs several exciting upgrades. The standard model now features a larger display, while all versions come equipped with improved 48MP cameras. The higher-end models also get a serious power boost with the all-new A19 Pro chip, designed to deliver even faster performance and better energy efficiency.

[image: Image]

 

What is New?

Display Changes

Out of the four iPhone 17 models, two keep their previous display sizes while the other two get an upgrade. The standard iPhone 17 now features a 6.3-inch display, up from 6.1 inches — matching the size of the iPhone 17 Pro. With the larger screen, the iPhone 17 is slightly taller, thicker, and a bit heavier than the iPhone 16, though some of that added size comes from slimmer bezels rather than bulk.

 

Aside from the bump in size, the overall design remains familiar. The iPhone 17 carries the same clean look as its predecessor, with an aluminum frame, a frosted glass back, and a vertically aligned dual-lens camera setup. The Dynamic Island still takes center stage at the top, housing the front-facing True Depth camera and the sensors used for Face ID.

[image: Image]

The display itself, however, sees major improvements. The iPhone 17’s Super Retina XDR OLED screen is now protected by Ceramic Shield 2, which Apple claims is three times more scratch-resistant than before. This year also marks the first time the standard iPhone gets a ProMotion display, offering adaptive refresh rates of up to 120Hz. That means smoother scrolling, snappier animations, and support for the Always-On Display feature.

Apple didn’t stop there — outdoor visibility has been enhanced too. The iPhone 17’s screen can now reach a peak brightness of 3000 nits, up from 2000 nits on the iPhone 16, while HDR brightness peaks at 1600 nits and typical brightness remains 1000 nits. All of these improvements make the iPhone 17’s displays brighter, tougher, and more responsive than ever.

Camera Upgrades

The iPhone 17 keeps the Action button and Camera Control button introduced with the iPhone 16, making it easier to capture shots on the go. On the back, it features a dual-lens camera system with two powerful 48-megapixel sensors — a “Fusion” wide-angle lens and a new 48MP ultra-wide lens, replacing last year’s 12MP version. The Fusion lens offers 2x optical zoom, giving you 0.5x, 1x, and 2x zoom options. Meanwhile, the improved ultra-wide lens performs better in low light and supports macro photography, allowing you to capture close-up details with clarity.

Selfie lovers will also appreciate the upgraded 18MP front camera, which takes sharper photos and delivers smoother video calls. Thanks to its square sensor, you can shoot both portrait and landscape photos without rotating your phone. It also supports Center Stage, automatically keeping you in frame during video calls, and improved stabilization ensures your selfie videos stay shake-free.

A fun new feature, Dual Capture, lets you record with the front and back cameras simultaneously — up to 4K in Dolby Vision. This is perfect for reaction or vlogging-style videos where you want to show both yourself and what you’re filming. At the bottom, the iPhone 17 continues with a USB-C port that supports USB 2.0 transfer speeds for charging and data.
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When it comes to the lineup, the iPhone 17 Air sports a single 48MP rear camera, keeping things light and simple. The iPhone 17 Pro Max, however, takes things to another level as the first iPhone to feature three 48MP lenses — wide, ultra-wide, and a new Tetraprism telephoto lens. The Tetraprism setup, similar to periscope lenses seen in other smartphones, bends light multiple times through glass to achieve high-quality optical zoom without the image loss typical of digital zooming.

Performance and Storage Upgrades

Under the hood, the iPhone 17 runs on Apple’s new A19 chip, built on a third-generation 3-nanometer process. It features a 6-core CPU and 5-core GPU, each GPU core powered by a Neural Accelerator for enhanced on-device AI processing and overall performance. There’s also an upgraded 16-core Neural Engine, 8GB of RAM, a new image signal processor, and a refreshed display engine.

[image: Image]

While Apple didn’t revamp the thermal design of the iPhone 17 as it did for the Pro models, it still benefits from the cooling improvements introduced last year. Combined with the N1 networking chip, the A19 makes the iPhone 17 more efficient than ever — resulting in longer battery life and smoother multitasking.

Battery life has taken a noticeable leap: up to 30 hours of video playback or 27 hours of streaming, about 6 hours longer than the iPhone 16. The addition of a vapor chamber cooling system — a feature previously seen in high-end Android phones — helps manage heat by distributing it across a larger surface area. This upgrade minimizes overheating issues that plagued some earlier Pro models.

Battery and Charging

Charging is now faster and more flexible. The iPhone 17 can fast-charge to 50% in just 20 minutes using a 40W or higher power adapter. With MagSafe, you’ll hit the same 50% mark in about 30 minutes. Both MagSafe and Qi2 wireless charging are supported at 25W.
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Apple also introduced an Adaptive Power Mode in iOS 26, which intelligently optimizes power consumption to extend battery life when needed.

Additionally, all four iPhone 17 models now come with Apple’s electrically released adhesive, first seen in the iPhone 16 series. This makes it easier for technicians — and even users — to remove the back glass for repairs or replacements, marking another step toward Apple’s growing focus on sustainability and right-to-repair improvements.

Different Models

The iPhone 17 lineup stays true to Apple’s signature style — sleek, powerful, and familiar — but each model brings its own personality and upgrades to the table. You still get all the usual Apple sclickles like the Action Button, Apple Pay, and Apple Intelligence, but this year’s lineup adds more distinction between the models than ever before.

[image: Image]

iPhone 17

The base iPhone 17 feels more “Pro” than any standard model before it. It features a 6.3-inch display with ProMotion technology offering refresh rates up to 120Hz, making scrolling and animations incredibly smooth. With 3,000 nits of peak brightness and a brand-new Ceramic Shield 2 front cover with anti-reflective coating, the screen looks stunning indoors or outdoors. Its aluminum frame keeps things light yet durable, while the A19 chip ensures impressive speed and energy efficiency.

Camera-wise, the iPhone 17 sports a Dual Fusion camera system with sharper lenses and Apple’s new Center Stage front camera for improved selfies and video calls. The refreshed design brings it closer in look and feel to the Pro models and introduces a new color palette: lavender, mist blue, black, white, and sage.
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iPhone 17 Air

Say hello to Apple’s thinnest iPhone ever — the all-new iPhone 17 Air. Despite its slim design, it packs Pro-level power thanks to the A19 Pro chip, which balances high performance with excellent efficiency. The Air sports a 6.6-inch ProMotion display, housed in a sleek titanium-aluminum frame with Ceramic Shield 2 protection on both the front and back.
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At just 6.25mm thick and weighing 165 grams, it’s even thinner than the iPhone 6 — and about a third slimmer than the iPhone 16 Pro. However, this ultra-thin design does come with a few trade-offs. There’s only one top speaker (none at the bottom), a smaller 2,800mAh battery that’s about 20% less than the iPhone 16’s, and 20W charging instead of the faster 40W available on the standard and Pro models. It also skips high-end video recording features found on the Pro.
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That said, the iPhone 17 Air still impresses with its 48MP Fusion rear camera, Center Stage front camera, and lightweight, premium titanium design. Apple’s aim with this model isn’t to replace the “Plus” series, but to explore a bold new design direction — one that pushes the boundaries of thinness without compromising too much on performance.

Pro and Pro Max

For those who want the most powerful and feature-packed iPhone, the Pro lineup is where the magic happens. Both the iPhone 17 Pro (6.3-inch) and iPhone 17 Pro Max (6.9-inch) are powered by the A19 Pro chip with a 6-core GPU and an integrated vapor chamber cooling system to maintain top performance during heavy use.

These models introduce a new aluminum unibody design, replacing the titanium frame from last year. They’re tougher than ever, with Ceramic Shield protection on both sides, making the back four times more crack-resistant.

The camera system gets the biggest leap forward — three 48MP Fusion cameras (wide, ultra-wide, and telephoto), delivering the longest optical-quality zoom ever on an iPhone. 

[image: Image]

The new camera array is arranged in a rectangular bar stretching across the back, giving the device a bold, premium aesthetic. The flash, light sensor, and microphone sit neatly on the right side, while the Apple logo remains centered for a clean, balanced look. 

Apple slightly bumped up the pricing this year to reflect the enhanced features and storage. The iPhone 17 starts at $799 with 256GB of base storage (up from 128GB on the iPhone 16, which started at $699). The iPhone 17 Pro begins at $1,099, while the Pro Max comes in at $1,199.
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With better performance, improved durability, and a clearer distinction between models, the iPhone 17 lineup offers something for every kind of user — from the everyday iPhone fan to the power-hungry Pro.

 


CHAPTER ONE

GETTING STARTED

 

Unboxing and Setup

Apple’s dedication to sustainability shines through once again with the iPhone 17 series, and you can see it the moment you pick up the box. The packaging is now about 6% smaller than before (excluding the iPhone 16), thanks to a smarter internal design that uses fewer materials while still keeping everything neatly organized. Inside, you’ll find just the essentials — the iPhone 17, a USB-C to USB-C cable, and, in regions that still rely on physical SIM cards, a SIM ejector tool.

[image: Image][image: Image]

One thing you won’t find this year — and probably won’t miss much — is the Apple sticker. Apple officially phased it out with the iPhone 16, a small but symbolic step toward reducing packaging waste. The entire box is now made from 100% wood fiber-based materials, completely eliminating plastics. As with previous models, there’s no charging brick included, as Apple assumes most users already own one or can easily pick up a compatible USB-C adapter. The result is a clean, minimal presentation that feels undeniably Apple — simple, elegant, and environmentally conscious.

[image: Image]

The unboxing experience remains just as smooth and satisfying as ever. The box still showcases the back of the iPhone instead of the front, with the image matching the color of the device inside. Apple also kept the handy pull tabs on both the top and bottom, making it easy to open without tearing or cutting anything. The storage capacity is neatly printed underneath, keeping the design functional yet refined.

[image: Image]

Inside, Apple includes a braided USB-C cable, a nice upgrade from the old rubberized versions. It’s sturdier, more durable, and built to withstand daily wear and tear — a subtle but thoughtful touch. Altogether, the iPhone 17’s packaging reflects Apple’s ongoing mission to combine premium design with environmental responsibility, offering users exactly what they need — and nothing more.

In terms of weight, the iPhone 17 lineup maintains a refined balance between portability and power:


		iPhone 17: 6.24 oz (177 g)

		iPhone 17 Air: 5.82 oz (165 g)

		iPhone 17 Pro: 7.27 oz (206 g)

		iPhone 17 Pro Max: 8.22 oz (233 g)



Each model feels solid yet comfortable in hand — a testament to Apple’s ongoing pursuit of lighter, stronger, and more sustainable design.

 

Activation and Set Up

Once you’ve taken a moment to admire the sleek design of your brand-new iPhone 17, it’s time to power it on and bring it to life. To get started, press and hold the side button until the iconic Apple logo appears on the screen. A warm “Hello” greeting in multiple languages will welcome you, signaling the beginning of your setup journey.
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From there, Apple guides you step-by-step through the essentials — choosing your language and region, setting up Appearance (Light or Dark Mode), connecting to Wi-Fi, and configuring Face ID or Touch ID, depending on your model. 
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If you’re upgrading from an older iPhone, Apple has made the process incredibly seamless with Quick Start. Just bring your old iPhone close to the new one, and your settings, preferences, apps, and data can transfer automatically — no cords or complicated steps required.

For first-time iPhone users, setup is just as simple. You’ll be prompted to sign in with your



Data Transfer 













Physical Overview






































SIM, eSIM and Carrier Setup











		An iPhone XS, iPhone XS Max, iPhone XR, or later model.

		A wireless carrier or global service provider that supports eSIM.

		A Wi-Fi or hotspot connection to activate your eSIM. (In some regions, eSIM-only iPhones can activate without Wi-Fi.)




How to Activate an eSIM






		You’re signed in to both iPhones with your Apple ID.

		Your old iPhone is unlocked and ready.

		Both phones are close to each other with Bluetooth toggled on.

		Both devices are running iOS 18.4 or later.






		On your new device, move to Settings > Cellular > Set Up Cellular or Add eSIM.

		Choose the cellular plan to transfer from your old iPhone. If you don’t see your number, click Transfer From Nearby iPhone.

		Follow the prompts on your old iPhone. Click Transfer, or if asked, enter the verification code shown on your new iPhone.

		Wait for your plan to activate. Once it does, your previous SIM deactivates.

		If you see a banner saying Finish Setting Up Your Carrier’s Cellular Plan, click it—you’ll be redirected to your carrier’s page to finalize the process.





		Go to Settings > Cellular > Set Up Cellular or Add eSIM.

		Select your current phone number (the one using a physical SIM).

		Click Convert to eSIM, then follow the on-screen steps.






		Go to Settings > Cellular (or Mobile Data).

		Click Add Cellular Plan.

		Choose Enter Details Manually at the bottom and input the information provided by your carrier.







Gestures and Motions





























		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

	




		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

		
				
				
		

	


Using Control Center











		Touch and hold the top-left group of controls, then click to open AirDrop options.

		Touch and hold the camera icon to quickly take a selfie, record a video, or snap a photo.





		Touch and hold the power icon at the top right of the screen (while Control Center is open) until you feel a vibration, then drag the slider to power off your iPhone.









		Rearrange controls by dragging them to a new position.

		Remove a control or a group of controls by clicking the Remove button in the upper left corner.

		Resize a control by dragging the handle at its lower right corner.

		Create a new section by clicking the small circle icon along the right edge of the screen, then selecting Add a Control to include new tools in your custom group. You can also drag a control off the bottom of the page to start a new section.

		Add even more controls by clicking Add a Control at the bottom of the screen to open the control gallery, then click any control to include it.





Using Face ID & Passcodes














		Turn on Face ID with a Mask, then follow the onscreen instructions.





		To add your glasses for better recognition, click Add Glasses, then follow the onscreen instructions.

		To disable this feature, simply turn off Face ID with a Mask.







		Press and hold the side button and either volume button for about 2 seconds.

		When the power sliders appear, press the side button again to lock your iPhone immediately.







		To disable Face ID for specific actions (like Password AutoFill), toggle off the options you don’t want.

		To disable Face ID with a Mask, turn that setting off.

		To completely remove Face ID, click Reset Face ID.







		Go to Settings, then do one of the following depending on your iPhone model:




		On iPhones with Face ID: click Face ID & Passcode.

		On iPhones with a Home button: click Touch ID & Passcode.




		Click Turn Passcode On or Change Passcode.

		Click Passcode Options to choose your preferred passcode type. The most secure options are Custom Alphanumeric Code or Custom Numeric Code.






		When your iPhone has just been turned on or restarted.

		When it hasn’t been unlocked for over 48 hours.

		When you haven’t used your passcode for 6.5 days and haven’t used Face ID or Touch ID in the past 4 hours.

		When a remote lock command is received.

		After five unsuccessful Face ID or Touch ID attempts.

		After using Emergency SOS or attempting to view your Medical ID.









		Go to Settings, then depending on your model, click either Face ID & Passcode or Touch ID & Passcode.

		Scroll down and turn on Erase Data.







		Go to Settings, then click Face ID & Passcode (or Touch ID & Passcode for older models).

		Click Turn Passcode Off and confirm your choice.
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