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Enlightened Path Towards the True Essence of Geeta.

The verses are referred to by their numbers as per the Bhavartha Deepika (Composition’s purpose is to enlighten the true meanings as laid out in the Sacred texts of Geeta) which is the name of original composition by 13th century Maharashtrian Saint Dnyaneshwar.

They should be referred to for context and to build an understanding of the original text as it is and this humble interpretation by Author should be just considered an individualistic imagination and effort to understand and feel the devotion towards Lord Krishna.

Author has tried to explain the verses as they are, wherever possible, and then expanded with creative freedom on what could be the symbolism and analogies the verses that can be derived from. Whatever is derived, or expressed in parallel symbolism or analogies, thus express the Author’s individual opinion and imagination. 

Author has also tried to interpret the tale in an original manner (in context of the deriving the parallelism, using the parallelisms, symbolisms and analogies and in providing examples).

Author has leveraged the verses, and their sequence and corresponding chapters or adhyayas as they are referred to by Shri Dnyneshwar to structure his own interpretations of symbolisms that may exist or can be derived, however they should be taken as creative liberties to expand on, while preserving the original intention of the sacred tale.
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Chapter 1: Remorseful Guilt of Arjuna
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Verse 1


[image: ]


Shri Dnyaneshwar begins by both dutifully and fondly invoking the Almighty, Omniscient, Omnipotent Lord (Creator) who is the beginning of all that ever existed and will do so. Shri Dnyeshwar then remembers the sacred Vedas who refer to Him.
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Verse 2


[image: ]


Reference to Lord Ganesh, is about reverberation of Bramhan that began at Lord’s Supreme Will. The Bramhan that encompasses both forms and that which exists without any specific form, reverberates through the available space, the cosmos. Lord Ganesh thus is revered as the One Who will enlighten the unknown to an earnest and deserving seeker.

The following set of verses are essentially guiding seeker to turn attention of consciousness inwards, that is from external , material manifestations of matter, which a bodily existence may seek to possess  ( for instance the beauty as readily conveyed by senses, the sight of precious jewels, the enthralling material arrangements, the breathtaking colors, fragrances, awe inspiring , mesmerizing , soothing, comforting vistas , melodious voices and tunes and so  on), for their perceived value, to the core idea of what it is that is of real, lasting value to a wondering consciousness that seeks to know the Eternal Truth.

At the same time, they also serve as symbolic interpretations of ritualistic worship of Lord Ganesh. (To elucidate the true meaning of worshipping Lord rather than to seek material knowledge and corresponding fortunes.)
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Verse 3

[image: ]


The symbolism is about the intention to describe and the language and words themselves thus become means to express (the teachings of Lord). The natural proclivity of consciousness to imagine the form first is being trained to seek satisfaction in the linguistic expression of His teachings, as the intention (and the sincere application to train consciousness towards Divine) should not be lost when the imagination of seeker ( however earnest such being is) is subconsciously influenced by the gravity of bodily form as is perceived to be needed in remembering Him. 
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Verse 4

[image: ]


The lasting memories of such perception then should substitute the cognition’s habitual need to imagine body’s form when praying in remembrance of Him. (This does not mean that idols should not be worshipped but rather Shri Dnyeshwar earnestly advices seekers to train their respective perception to move above and beyond the habitual familiarity of bodily form when imagining Him.)
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Verse 5

[image: ]


The lasting perception of beauty hence should be in the honest and earnest perception of Creator as it gets formed in the mind of seeker (and not in the physical bodily charm). Shri Dnyeshwar thus reminds seeker is not influenced by the gravity of physical senses and the pleasures that come with it, when imagining Him. (For any vision that is influenced by sensory pleasures will inevitably lead to a dungeon of darkness. He continues this analogy further by remarking that the true meaning of sacred verses (such as the Vedas and the Puranas) is the “wealth” that an earnest seeker must seek (and not be influenced by promises of material wealth). The lessons in divinity as found in Puranas are the precious jewels one must seek (rather than scavenging and tunneling mother earth for material opulence).
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Verse 6
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The resonant pandemonium that arises in seeker’s mind should be due to realization of true meaning, the true intention behind expressions in sacred scriptures.
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Verse 7-8
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The intellectual joy of solving the mysterious riddles to discover the various rules in divine sciences is explained through analogy of how an artisan seeks ( materially) to attain perfection through practice, repetition, and learning from past mistakes to strive for perfection in delivered produce.
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Verse 9-11

[image: ]


The adornment of new life that blooms on trees during the season of spring, is an illustration of the new wave of devotional thoughts that arises in seeker’s consciousness. 

The application of intellect, imagination and intuition to think about and serve Him (Creator, Lord, Ganesha) thus serve as the gestures that would otherwise be reduced to daily rituals, for want of such realization.

The weapons of discernment as given by Lord are to destroy evil, to counter darkness of ignorance, to bring about order and justice, and to eliminate disharmony.  The application of logical and rational thought process constructively to disseminate and undo wrongs, to eliminate chaos, and cacophony of needless, pointless, dissipation of thoughts that are not yet aligned towards good. Shri Dnyaneshwar reminds seekers that weapons of Lord are intentioned to do justice, to eliminate evil, to destroy sins.

Lord expects the sharpness of one’s intellect to be used constructively to decipher /unravel wrongs, acts of injustice in order to bring about corrections in conduct. 

Lord expects the discerning powers of one’s intellect to be used to separate right from wrong. 

The Modak that Lord Ganesh is depicted to be carrying is the sweet essence of learnings from all the sacred scriptures such as the Vedas and all other manifestations that ever existed to be known.
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​Verse 12-20

[image: ]


The Ekdanta (Single Toothed) depiction of Lord Ganesh, is explained as an example of discontinuity, that nothing material stays as it is over the course of time. Those who seek constancy and continuity of material wealth, riches, fortunes, abundance, are searching in vain. The discontinuity, change, abruptness, reversals in life events are owing to limited understanding of how what is tangible/perceptible is connected with what is not. (For instance, the teeth are visible symbols of strength, yet they are rooted in the same skeleton that the rest of the body is supported on.)

The unison of Buddha’s tooth as remembrance of Gautam Buddha with image of Lord ( Ekdanta) is also suggested here. The outwardly manifestation of spiritual thought as it takes garb of a religion while appears new and different is essentially wondering about and expressing the Same, Undivided, One Lord and His teachings as such were realized by enlightened beings. The point is that of unification of sincerely expressed religious thoughts. The idea of confluence of various religious thoughts into imagining Lord is expressed here.

The lasting bliss can be attained only through pacifying discord, discontent, and solving the various disharmonies that exist in religious thought process, and such can happen only through true devotion that unites everyone which is Lord, the Creator.

The fragrant nectar of realization should be the essence that is used in ritual of Lord’s worship. The ears should be used to listen to various schools of thoughts and process them intellectually to distill the true, consistent, reverberating meaning.

Shri Dnyeshwar equates the head of Lord Ganesh as the culmination, the pinnacle of all realizations that ever existed and will exist. The concept of “Shabda Bramha” is about the expressive, explanatory powers of all that is realized, of all that is perceived when imagining the manifested and unmanifested Brahman. The seeds of the “Beginning” : event when it all started is referred.
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Verse 21-22


[image: ]


Shri Dnyaneshwar further illustrates the divine existence of “Saraswati” in terms of her powers of expression, elucidation, innovation, and artistic renderings of cosmic thought process. He then fondly recollects the influence of his teacher (“Guru”) on him. He attributes his own progress on path of salvation to his Guru. He reminds himself of the respect he must place on being just and honest (in context of his writing).
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Verse 23-24
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Shri Dnyaneshwar describes the process of intuitive realization here. His thoughts and ideas bear branches and leaves of his tree of perception as he achieves one realization after another. As he thinks, he begins to achieve so. As he realizes, his ideations get more refined, which result in more realizations. His mental chariot is brimming with desire to be victorious (in complete realization, in emancipation). He recognizes attaining a state of complete non-attachment to the world around while realizing it through ideation. He feels emancipation from the constantly forming shackles of karmic desires.
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Verse 25


[image: ]


He feels a rejuvenating calmness: one that comes out of satisfactorily finding answers to questions that challenged him. The satiety is achieved as the confounding riddles of life that constituted roots of his dilemmas and uncertainties, are watered with freshly formed realizations. He recognizes that only by upholding his devotion to his Guru, and in his divine teacher, the Lord himself, will take to completion, the pledges he has undertaken in this life.
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Verse 26-27


[image: ]


The satiation by an encompassing, overarching realization that holds true and felt again and again, is similar in perception as to when one witnesses the boundless ocean. Irrespective of the countless rivers, and their tributaries, myriad canals and waterfalls, the ocean represents a culmination of all. No matter which school of thought, it will be found in the ocean that collects each and every one of them. Once one navigates from a river into an open ocean, one finds more and more of the same entity as one makes progress or faces ups and downs irrespective of the direction. This is symbolically equivalent to reaching the overwhelming state of oneness in realization, when multiple methods, and modes of ideation provide the same or similar conclusion. 
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Verse 28-31


[image: ]


After describing his state of enlightenment, Shri Dnyeshwar now begins the prelude of a mysterious tale. A tale that can explain the mysteries of life. A tale that is symbolically equivalent of the Garden of Heaven, where the trees that take root are defined by values and principles, by morality and truthfulness. Depending on the discovery outlook of perceptor, it may offer an intellectual satisfaction (of discovering the unknown) or an ornate landscape of emotive expressions of all kinds. (The 9 Rasas or the 9 emotive expressions) or application and discovery, respectively of known and unknown sciences, or a divine collection of artistic and intellectual expressions of ideation. The tale is then a garden where the goodness of all school of thoughts are cultured to thrive. This tale has been told time and again in various forms as if it was destined to appear and reappear to illuminate those who seek sincerely.
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