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After eating all the honey from a beehive in an old oak tree, Henry Bear hid behind the leaves. He wanted to play hide and seek with a green toad, but the toad didn’t want to play. He took one look at Henry and hopped away. 

Henry frowned. Everyone was too busy to play today, even the toad. He might as well go home.

As he walked through the forest, he began to sing to himself. But halfway through his song, Henry gave a loud “hiccup.” 

He tried to sing again. It sounded like, “Peas porridge ‘hic,’Pea’s ‘hic ridge cold.’ Henry laughed. He liked the way it sounded. He sang all the way home with his hiccups.
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When he got to his house, he hiccupped right into the kitchen. Mama Bear turned around.

“Henry! What a noise to make in my kitchen!”

“I can’t help it, Mama. I’ve got the hiccups.”

Henry looked at the honey pot sitting on the table. “I bet a big drink of honey would make them go away.”

Mama shook her head. “I’m sorry, Henry. I used it all to make honey cakes. Grandpa and Grandma are coming to dinner tonight. Have a drink of water, instead. That will get rid of your hiccups.”

She handed Henry a glass of water.

Henry drank the water. 

"Hiccup," said Henry.

"Sometimes it takes a while to work," said Mama Bear. “You run along and play.”
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Henry went into the living room. His big sister, Betty, was watching a scary movie on television. Henry tiptoed behind her chair. He watched as the monster came closer and closer. 

Then, “hiccup,” said Henry.

"Help!"  Betty screamed, jumping out of her chair.

When she saw Henry, she cried, “You scared me, you silly!"

"I have the hiccups,” said Henry. “I tried some water to get rid of them."

"Water doesn't cure hiccups. Eat a spoonful of sugar. That's what cures hiccups. And don't sneak up on me again!"

Henry got a spoonful of sugar. He swallowed. It tasted good but not as good as honey. 

“Hiccup,” said Henry.
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He went upstairs and found his brother, Bart, in the bedroom. Bart was building a model plane. 

"May I help?" asked Henry. Henry loved planes. 

"You may watch,” answered Bart. "But be very still. This is the hard part." 

Bart started squeezing glue onto a tiny part of the plane.

Henry leaned close.

“Hiccup," said Henry.
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Bart squeezed too much glue. It ran off the plane and onto his hand. Bart turned red in the face.

"I told you to be still," he said. 

"I have the hiccups," said Henry.  

"Go stand on your head," Bart shouted.  
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Henry decided to try it. He stood on his head until he got very dizzy. 

Then, “hiccup,” said Henry.
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He went downstairs and found Papa Bear dozing on the sofa. Henry wanted Papa to read him a story.

“Hic,” said Henry. Papa opened one eye. 

“Hic” said Henry
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