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				HIDDEN CITIES 

			

		

		
			
				Explore Beneath Your Feet and Above your Head

			

		

		
			
				Irene Noguer – Laufer
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				WHERE: Montreal (Canada).

				WHY IT WAS BUILT: as protection against extreme winter temperatures, which can reach a freezing - 20ºC

				INTERESTING FACT: it is the largest underground complex in the world – with more than 30 kilometres of walkway. Here, you can find and do practically everything you do above ground. There are: hotels, banks, restaurants, offices, galleries, shops, railway and metro stations, cinemas, discos and even a library. 12% of the businesses in the centre of the city are found here. It used to be known as the Underground City, in 2004 it was renamed RÉSO which is from the French word réseau (meaning ‘network’).

			

		

		
			
				ART SOUTERRAIN

				Once a year, RÉSO is transformed into a huge art gallery. As part of the “Art Souterrain” (‘Underground Art’) festival, it is covered in works of art. Going underground, we come across exhibitions on every floor, in a gallery open to all. 

			

		

		
			
				ACCESS POINTS

				It’s easy to descend into RÉSO through one of the 120 external access points found in residential and commercial buildings and through public transport hubs. Once inside, you could spend a whole day here, or even several days, without coming up to the surface!
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				SIGNAGE

				More than 500,000 pedestrians walk beneath the streets of Montreal every day, enjoying the displays. They find their way around the warren of tunnels thanks to clever maps and signs. 

				Architects and town planners have even designed beautiful squares and other special features, like fountains, to give the underground space character.

			

		

		
			
				Although the inhabitants of Montreal use RÉSO to escape extreme cold, this fascinating city is a tourist attraction for visitors from around the world. 
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				WHERE: the Australian desert.

				SKYLINE: on the dry surface there is nothing to see but ventilation shafts surrounded by sand. Everything happens underground. 

				WHY IT WAS BUILT: as protection against extreme temperatures (blistering heat in summer and cool winters).

				INTERESTING FACT: inhabitants live in tunnels previously intended for mining. 

			

		

		
			
				DUGOUTS

				The dugouts are caves carved out of the earth and refurbished as homes. They tend to be dark, but they are also cosy and quiet – perfect for a peaceful night’s sleep!

			

		

		
			
				AN UNUSUAL PLACE TO LIVE

				The residents of this city can gamble in a casino, attend a church service and spend their wages in various shops and bars. There is even a hotel, so that tourists can experience the sensation of living underground. 

			

		

		
			
				COLOUR OF THE WALLS 

				Coober Pedy is rose-coloured, not because it is following a fashion trend, but because this is the natural colour of the sandstone out of which the city is carved. 
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				The name Coober Pedy derives from the aboriginal term kupa-piti meaning ‘white man’s hole’; so-called because of all the mining shafts prospectors dug in their search for opals. 

				Many Europeans came to this part of Australia after the Second World War, keen to make a fortune from mining opals.

			

		

		
			
				OPAL

				Beautiful treasures are hidden in the walls of Coober Pedy. Home improvements – like carving out a tunnel adjoining your dugout – might reveal an iridescent opal (a semi-precious mineral).
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				the high line. Not everything that stands out above ground in the Big Apple (a nickname for New York) is made of concrete, steel and glass. Thanks to the High Line, a park created on a former railway line, local residents and tourists can enjoy plants, trees and fresh air.

			

		

		
			
				 BROOKLYN BRIDGE

				Pedestrians, drivers and passengers stream back and forth between Manhattan and Brooklyn across this bridge; using many different means of transport. The choice is yours!

			

		

		
			
				THE LOWLINE PROJECT

				Being underground doesn’t necessarily mean you are cut off from natural light. The Lowline project is a proposal to build the world’s largest underground park in the world, using clever technology to transmit sunlight from the surface down below through skylights.
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