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			Dedication

			
		
    John 6:8. One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said unto him, Here is a lad which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many? And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. And there was much grass in that place. And the men sat down, and there were about five thousand of them.


When Christ commands the men to sit down, He has a delicate rug for them to sit on: "There was much grass in the place." One might have thought that some of those people would have refused to sit down, for not everyone sits at a table that has nothing on it. But God knows how to move men's hearts, and so did these people. If they did not have strong faith, they had faith enough to do what was asked of them. Would that we all had as much faith as they did.


John 6:11 And Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that sat by; and likewise of the fishes, as much as they wanted.

"As much as they desired." Note these words, for they are the norm in the feasts of Christ. Of earthly things, He gives us as much as we need; and of heavenly things, as much as we would. "Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it." "According to thy faith be it unto thee."


— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction to John
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Work abounds in the Gospel of John. It begins with the work of the Messiah, who is God's agent in the creation of the world. Christ's work in creation predates the Fall, predates His incarnation in the form of Jesus of Nazareth, and predates His work of redemption. God sends Him to be the redeemer of the world precisely because He is the co-creator of it. His work of redemption is not a novel procedure, but to bring the world back to the path it should have taken. It is a fulfillment of the promise of creation.

Human work is an integral part of the completion of creation (Gen 2:5). However, since that work has become corrupted, the redemption of work is an integral part of the Messiah's redemption of the world. During His earthly ministry, we will see that the work Jesus does for the Father is an integral aspect of the love the Father and Son have for each other. "The words that I speak to you, I do not speak on My own authority, but it is the Father who dwells in Me who does the works" (Jn 14:10). This is the model for redeemed human work, which in turn is designed to cultivate love for one another as we work together in God's good world. In addition to demonstrating how work should be done, Jesus teaches about work-related issues such as calling, relationships, creativity and productivity, ethics, truth and deception, leadership, service, sacrifice and suffering, and the dignity of work.

One of John's main interests is to remind people that a casual glimpse of Jesus will do no good. Those who abide in Him discover that His simple images open up a whole new way of looking at the world. This is as true of work as it is of anything else. The Greek word for "work" (ergon) appears more than twenty-five times in the Gospel, while the more general term for "doing" (poieō) is found more than a hundred times. In most cases, the word refers to Jesus' work for the Father, but it turns out that even this will hold promise for ordinary human employment. The key to making sense of this material is that it takes work to decipher the meaning of John's Gospel. Often, the meaning is deeper than can be discovered by a casual reading. Therefore, we will delve into a limited number of passages with particular meaning for work, workers and workplaces and pass over passages that do not contribute in a fundamental way to this theme.
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The work of the Word in the world (John 1:1-18)
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"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that has been made." The masterful opening of John's Gospel shows us the limitless scope of the Word's work. He is the ultimate self-expression of God, through whom God created all things in the beginning. He stretches out the cosmos as the canvas for the expression of God's glory.

The Word is at work and, since His work began in the beginning, all subsequent human work is derived from His initial work. Derivative is not too strong a term, since everything that people use to work was created by Him. The work that God performed in Genesis 1 and 2 was carried out by the Word. This may seem too clear an argument, but many Christians still labor under the delusion that the Messiah only began to work when things had gone hopelessly wrong, and that His work is limited to saving souls (invisible) in order to bring them to heaven (immaterial). When we recognize that the Messiah was working materially with God from the beginning, we can reject any theology that denies creation (and thus denigrates work).

Therefore, we need to correct a common misunderstanding. John's Gospel is not grounded in a dichotomy of the spiritual versus the material, the sacred versus the profane or any other dualism. It does not present salvation as the liberation of the human spirit from the chains of the material body. Dualistic philosophies such as this are unfortunately common among Christians. Often their advocates have resorted to the language of John's Gospel to support their views. It is true that John commonly depicts Jesus using such contrasts as light and darkness, (Jn 1:5; 3:19; 8:12; 11:9-10; 12:35-36), faith and unbelief (Jn 3:12-18; 4:46-54; 5:46-47; 10:25-30; 12:37-43; 14:10-11; 20:24-31) and spirit and flesh (Jn 3:6-7). These contrasts highlight the conflict between the ways of God and the ways of evil, but they do not constitute a division of the universe into dual sub-universes. They certainly do not call Jesus' followers to abandon a certain kind of "secular" world in order to enter a "spiritual" one. Instead, Jesus employs contrasts to call His followers to receive and use the power of God's Spirit in the present world. He states this directly in John 3:17: "God did not send His Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him." Jesus came to restore the world back to the way God intended it to be, not to lead an exodus out of the world.

If further evidence is needed as to God's continuing commitment to creation, we can turn to John 1:14: "the Word became flesh and dwelt among us". The incarnation is not the triumph of the spirit over the flesh, but the fulfillment of the purpose for which the flesh was created in the beginning. And the flesh is not a temporary base of operations, but the permanent abode of the Word. After His resurrection, Jesus invites Thomas and the others to touch His flesh (Jn 20:24-31) and then eats fish for breakfast with them (Jn 21:1-14). At the end of the Gospel, Jesus tells His disciples to wait "until I come" (Jn 21:22-23), not "until I take you all away from here." A God who is against (or not interested in) the material realm would hardly be inclined to take up permanent residence within it. If the world in general is of such interest to God, it stands to reason that the work done within the world is also important to Him.
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The call to disciples/friends (John 1:35-51)
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In a moment we will return to the conventional term "disciples," but the term "friends" captures the essence of John's portrayal of the disciples. Jesus says, "I have called you friends" (Jn 15:15). The relational element is fundamental: they are Jesus' friends who first and foremost remain in His presence (Jn 1:35-39; 11:54; 15:4-11). John seems to make a great effort to present as many people as possible on the stage with Jesus in chapter 1. John the Baptist showed Jesus to Andrew and another disciple. Andrew told his brother Simon. Philip, who is from the same town as Andrew and Simon, tells Nathanael. It is not simply that Jesus will advance His mission through a network of interpersonal relationships, but that weaving a network of relationships is the purpose of the whole enterprise.

But the disciples are not only friends who bask in the glow of Jesus' friendship. They are also His workers. In chapter 1, they do not yet work in an obvious way (although bringing brothers and neighbors is a kind of evangelistic work), but they will. In fact, as we shall see, it is precisely this link between friendship and work that is the key to John's theology of work. Work yields results as it builds relationships, which is another reflection of Genesis 2:18-22.
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