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      As I finished packing my bags for my two-week vacation to Bora Bora, my heart pounded with excitement.  I hadn't been away from home for this long in years, and I could already feel the warm sea breeze on my face.  Even though it was early March in Chicago, I'd chosen to wear light Bermuda shorts and open sandals so I could enjoy the tropical lifestyle the moment I stepped off the plane.  I was ready to leave the melting snow and biting wind-chill of the midwestern winter far behind.

      But I was anxious for another reason.  I was about to leave the security of my valuable home and the care of my beloved tabby cat in the hands of a teenager I barely knew.  I'd seen her grow up over the years as the daughter of my best friend, but this was the first time she'd be responsible for managing an entire household on her own.  Granted, her mother lived only a half-hour away, but there was still a lot of mischief a high school senior could get into left to her own devices for so long.  I had visions of her holding wild house parties and her friends trashing the place while the neighbors looked on disapprovingly as the cops raided the place.

      The only comfort I had was knowing I'd be able to monitor the property 24/7 using my recently installed security system.  With five Wi-Fi-enabled cameras installed at key locations in and around the house, I'd be able to watch and listen for any unusual activity directly from my iPhone.  I was a bit concerned about invading my housesitter's privacy, but I'd already informed her of the setup and both she and her mother seemed okay with the arrangement.

      Besides, it wasn't as if I'd be spying on her in private areas like the bathroom and bedroom.  I just wanted to make sure that the main points of ingress and egress were protected and that high-value areas of my house could be watched.  I'd had the system installed for her safety as much as my own.

      Or so I'd convinced myself.

      As I carried my suitcases downstairs, I heard the soft chime of the doorbell.  I looked at my watch and saw that I had four hours before my flight departure.

      Good girl, I thought.  She's already demonstrating responsibility by arriving on time for our scheduled briefing.  Even though I'd emailed her intricate instructions, there were still a few important details I wanted to go over.

      But when I opened the door, I wasn't quite ready for what I saw.  The cute freckle-faced teenager I'd known in her youth had blossomed into a beautiful, curvy, full-figured woman.  Wearing tight stretch jeans and a form-fitting sweater, she reminded me of the statuesque actress Christina Hendricks from the TV series Mad Men.  I hadn't seen her for quite a few months, and she seemed to have a whole new confidence about her.

      "Hi Jenny," I stammered, catching my breath.  "Please, come in.  Do you need some help with your bags?"

      "No thanks, Mrs. Jackson," she smiled, lifting her small suitcase, stepping into my vestibule.  She had flushed cheeks from the cold weather outside and she rubbed her hands together to warm them up as I closed the door.

      "You must be freezing in those light clothes," I said.  "Didn't you bring a jacket?"

      "I wasn't planning on leaving the house very much," she said.  "I've got lots of homework to keep me busy during the school break."

      I nodded my head, knowing she was gearing up for college in the fall.

      "Yes, I suppose so," I said.  "But at least the garage is heated, and you'll have the full use of my car while I'm away if you need anything.  So hopefully you'll have minimal exposure to the elements."

      "Thanks," Jenny said.  "I'll take good care of your property, I promise."

      "It'll be good training for college," I smiled.  "Is this the first time you've been on your own for this long?"

      "Other than the occasional babysitting gig, yes."

      "I've stocked up the fridge and left instructions for everything in the kitchen, so hopefully it won't be too much trouble.  Why don't you bring your bags and leave them at the bottom of the stairs while I get you up to speed?"

      Jenny followed me down the hall and dropped her bags at the landing to my stairs, then I led her into the kitchen and swung open the
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