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				Step into the Land of Giants

			

		

		
			
				Welcome to the world of big, BIG beasts. 

			

		

		
			
				Life on Earth began in the water and stayed incredibly tiny for billions of years. Gradually, larger creatures developed, first in the seas then on land. Some of these living things evolved over millions and millions of years into giants. Dinosaurs, for example, arrived around 240 million years ago. These reptiles, some of which grew to extraordinary sizes, dominated life on land for millions of years. But dinosaurs weren’t the only huge creatures on the planet at that time. There were also enormous fish and reptiles in the seas and monstrous flying reptiles in the skies as well. 
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				Scientists who study prehistoric life rely on detective work to piece together the bones and evidence they find. How creatures looked, their size, weight and living habits are estimated from all the evidence. 

				Since the time of the dinosaurs, many other giant creatures have come and gone, including birds twice your height, huge pigs, rabbits and beavers and a rhinoceros almost the size of a school bus. Why did so many creatures get so big? Sometimes, it gave them an advantage such as being able to reach taller plants or eat more food in a single sitting. Being larger could also offer greater protection against predators – creatures which hunt other creatures for food.

				This book is packed with some of the biggest animals, birds, fish and insects to ever live, from creatures around before the time of the dinosaurs to those giants who live with us today. So what are you waiting for? Let’s take a journey through time on Planet Earth: the Land of Giants…
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				Giants of the Forests & Plains

			

		

		
			
				Over millions of years, many strange and powerful giants evolved to live on plains and in forests around the world. One such beast was Josephoartigasia monesi (Jo-sef-fo-ar-teh-gay-sha mon-ess-ee), which could be found roaming these landscapes between two and four million years ago. It was the biggest ever rodent and dwarfed mice and rats. Its head alone was over 50 centimetres long and the whole creature may have weighed several hundred kilograms.
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				Sauropods were the largest of all dinosaurs. All were four-legged plant eaters with incredibly long necks to reach tall tree leaves which they ate in huge quantities. Their legs needed to be incredibly strong and sturdy to support their great weight.

			

		

		
			
				Sauropods

			

		

		
			
				Apatosaurus 154 – 145 mya  

				Apatosaurus (A-pat-oh-sore-us) grew up to 22 metres long and weighed at least 23 tonnes, possibly more. Many scientists think that this giant creature didn’t chew its food. It didn’t have time to as it may have eaten 50 kilograms of plants a day! Instead, it gulped plants down and relied on bacteria in its gut to help digest its food. Apatosaurus’ tail was long and slender but its neck was thick and muscular. It may have used this when fighting other Apatosaurus for territory or food. 
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				Brachiosaurus 155 – 145 mya  

				Brachiosaurus (Brak-he-o-sore-us) was a particularly large sauroprod. Each of its thigh bones were taller than a man and the whole creature could grow up to 20 metres long – nearly as long as a blue whale. Its extremely long neck allowed its mouth to reach leaves high above the ground, out of the range of other creatures. 

			

		

		
			
				Camarasaurus 155 – 145 mya  

				Herds of Camarasaurus (Cam-ah-rah-sore-us) roamed North America. Adults grew between 15 and 23 metres long. Inside its almost square-shaped head were spoon-shaped teeth. These were able to cut and chew through even the toughest leaves, twigs and branches. 
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				In 1987, a farmer in Argentina, tilling his land, discovered a giant prehistoric bone. A big dig was organised and more bones were found. They were part of one of the largest creatures ever to roam on land. 

			

		

		
			
				Argentinosaurus 97 – 94 MYA

			

		

		
			
				A female Argentinosaurus (Ar-jen-teen-oh-sore-us) laid at least half a dozen eggs, each around the size and shape of a football. From each egg hatched a baby that weighed about five kilograms. Eating a lot of plants, it grew at an incredible rate to become a truly monstrous beast as an adult. 

				We don’t have an entire Argentinosaurus skeleton, so scientists make estimates from the bones they have. These include a femur (leg bone) which measures over 2.5 metres long. They estimate that an adult Argentinosaurus may have measured 30 to 37 metres long – longer than a Boeing 737 jet airliner. It was heavier than the airliner, too. We think it weighed up to 80 tonnes – the weight of 17 monster trucks or over 1,000 people! 
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