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Preface and Acknowledgments

It is the most honest motive for the majority of mankind’s achievements. To want in one’s own heart to do a thing for its own sake; to enjoy doing it; to concentrate all of one’s energies upon it—that is not only the surest guarantee of its success, it is also being truly oneself.*

—AMELIA EARHART, date unknown

Amelia Earhart was a fearless pioneer, an accomplished record-breaking pilot, and a tireless advocate for women’s rights, but what people most remember about her is that she was lost. On July 2, 1937, while on the last leg of an ambitious round-the-world flight, she and her navigator, Fred Noonan, disappeared. They were never heard from again.

In the decades since, people have put forth various theories to solve the mystery. Some allege that she crash-landed on a Pacific island and survived. Others claim that she died or was captured by the Japanese.† The most likely explanation, of course, is that she and her navigator ran out of fuel, crashed, and died.

But as historian A. Bowdoin Van Riper explains, the term disappeared “glosses over the grim details of their final moments. It even suggests, in a way that ‘lost at sea’ does not, that those lost have departed this life for the next in the most direct way possible—flying until, somewhere beyond the sky, they reach Heaven.” In short, we prefer the euphemism, and with it the possibility that her story did not end tragically.

Unfortunately, the beacon focused on Earhart’s disappearance has long obscured her daring accomplishments and opinions. The young pilot was a wise, well-spoken adventurer who challenged and inspired individual women and men, her nation, and indeed the world. The Quotable Amelia Earhart seeks to provide a concise, documented collection of Earhart’s quotations so that her words, as well as her achievements, may inspire a new generation.

Earhart was not a lone aviatrix. There were many other women pilots—Bessie Coleman, Louise Thaden, Ruth Nichols, Amy Johnson, Anne Morrow Lindbergh, and Blanche Noyes, to name a few. But Earhart alone became the female symbol of adventure, fearlessness, and the pioneering spirit of our nation. The fact that she encouraged women to step beyond the narrow confines of their traditional roles seems to have been largely lost. But the generation of women that grew up in Earhart’s shadow had no difficulty becoming Rosie the Riveter during World War II, largely because Earhart told them when they were girls that they could do it.

Amelia Earhart was called Lady Lindy because of her resemblance to aviator Charles Lindbergh, who made his solo Atlantic crossing five years before hers. Unlike the taciturn Lindbergh, Earhart was at ease with the public and press. In her first interview, for the Boston Daily Globe, she revealed herself to be an eloquent spokesperson, even before her first transatlantic crossing.*

For the next ten years Earhart engaged the nation and the world, in interviews, on the radio, in magazine columns and books she authored, in private letters, and in hundreds of personal appearances. Topics discussed included flying, of course, but also politics, business, money, technology, health, and war, to name a few.

The source material for Earhart’s quotes is varied. In addition to newspaper and magazine interviews, she wrote letters to pilots and friends like Eleanor Roosevelt. Her correspondence with her mother, sister, and husband reveals more frank, unvarnished opinions. Because they were meant to remain private, they often employ slang and nontraditional spelling.

Earhart authored three books: 20 Hrs., 40 Min.: Our Flight in the Friendship; The Fun of It; and Last Flight (issued posthumously). Each was written and published hastily to capitalize on her popularity following a record-breaking flight. While the writing is uneven, the books show her to be thoughtful and articulate.

The majority of quotations span only a decade, from her first published interview in 1927 to her disappearance in 1937. She died on the cusp of her fortieth birthday. It makes one pause to think what wonders she might have accomplished and what she might have said and done had she lived for another decade.

I am deeply grateful to a number of organizations and individuals who helped make The Quotable Amelia Earhart possible. Thank you to the Dover Public Library in Dover, New Hampshire, especially to interlibrary loan librarian S. V. Thanks also to the University of New Hampshire’s Dimond Library, with its excellent collection of twentieth-century periodicals, and to the library’s staff for their invaluable assistance. I also appreciate the time and expertise of archivist Jonathan Smith at the Chautauqua Archives; Ellen M. Shea at the Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard University; archivist Amanda M. Fulcher at the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution; archives coordinator James Hoyle at the British Pathe Archives; and curator Marcus E. Eckhardt from the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library-Museum. Special recognition to proofreader Peg Goldstein, who could see what I could not. Last, thanks to my children—Zoe, Noah, Sarah, and Matthew—for their constant support.

* Putnam, Soaring Wings, 101.

† This volume does not seek to further discuss Earhart’s disappearance. Readers seeking such an understanding would be advised to read one of the many excellent Earhart biographies or other scholarly sources on the subject.

* “Urges Women Take Up Flying,” Boston Daily Globe, June 26, 1927.


[image: image]

Chronology



	July 24, 1897

	Amelia Mary Earhart is born in Atchison, Kansas.




	1916

	Graduates from Hyde Park High School in Chicago.




	1917

	Works as a Voluntary Aid Detachment nurse in Toronto, Canada, during World War I.




	1919

	Enrolls as a premed student at Columbia University.




	1920

	Leaves Columbia University. Moves to California to live with her parents. Takes first airplane flight.




	1921

	Takes flying lessons with Neta Snook. Buys Kinnear Airster biplane.




	1922

	Sets unofficial women’s flying altitude record of 14,000 feet.




	1925–1928

	Works as a social worker at Denison House in Boston.




	1927

	Proposes forming an organization for women pilots.




	1928

	Becomes the first woman to cross the Atlantic on the Friendship with Wilmer Stultz and Louis Gordon. Buys Avro Avian plane from Lady Mary Heath. Writes 20 Hrs. 40 Min.: Our Flight in the Friendship.




	1929

	Buys single-engine Lockheed Vega airplane. Places third in the Women’s Air Derby. Helps found the Ninety-Nines, an organization of female pilots. Works for Transcontinental Air Transport.




	1930

	Sets the world record for women’s flying speed at 181.18 miles per hour. Becomes vice president of public relations for New York–Philadelphia–Washington Airways (Ludington Line).




	1931

	Becomes first president of the Ninety-Nines. Marries George Palmer Putnam. Sets a women’s autogiro altitude record of 18,415 feet and completes a transcontinental flight in an autogiro.




	1932

	Becomes the first woman and second person (after Charles Lindbergh) to fly solo across the Atlantic. Writes The Fun of It. Sets the women’s record for the fastest nonstop transcontinental flight with a time of nineteen hours and five minutes. Becomes the first woman to fly solo across North America and back. Is awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross by Congress, France’s Cross of the Knight of the Legion of Honor, the National Geographic Society’s Gold Medal, and honorary membership in the National Aeronautic Association.




	1933

	Flies in the National Air Races. Breaks the transcontinental record with a time of seventeen hours, seven minutes, and thirty seconds. Awarded the Harmon Trophy.




	1935

	Becomes the first person to fly solo from Honolulu to Oakland, California. Flies solo from Los Angeles to Mexico City. Is the first woman to compete in the National Air Races.




	1936

	Becomes a women’s career counselor at Purdue University. Purdue buys a Lockheed Model 10 Electra twin-engine airplane as a “flying laboratory.”




	1937

	Attempts round-the-world flight that ends with a crash in Hawaii. The plane is repaired and she takes off again, this time from Miami. After nearly completing her round-the-world flight, disappears on her way to Howland Island on July 2.




	1939

	Is officially declared dead.
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Earhart in an airplane, 1936.
Courtesy Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division.


[image: image]

On Flying Planes and Pilots

Amelia Earhart was only six when the Wright brothers achieved powered flight at Kitty Hawk. By the time she was twenty, military planes had revolutionized combat in World War I. When she was twenty-three, she went up in an airplane for the first time. She never wanted to come down.

When Earhart began flying during the 1920s, aviation was a dangerous male-dominated pursuit. Surplus wartime aircraft were used for barnstorming, which consisted of death-defying feats such as wing walking, jumping from plane to plane, death spirals, and dive-bombing crowds.*

Some pilots were pioneers. They vied to be the first to break a speed or endurance record like Charles Lindbergh, who was the first to fly solo across the Atlantic in 1927.

Though Earhart briefly considered stunt flying, her true interests were in pioneering and commercial aviation, all with an eye to opening up the skies to women. She flew planes, experimented with parachutes, and was an early promoter of the autogiro, an aircraft with a rotating horizontal rotor for lift and an engine-propelled motor for thrust.

Flying was dangerous during the early part of the century. Gore Vidal, whose father was an aviation pioneer, remarked, “At least half of the people I used to see in my childhood would, suddenly, one day, not be there. ‘Crashed’ was the word; and nothing more was said.”* Danger was a constant in Earhart’s life, but she often appeared oblivious to it.

On Flying

Oh, Pidge, it’s just like flying.1

Circa 1904; Earhart’s declaration while riding a homemade roller coaster at about age seven

I consider flying one of the sports and I think all persons, men and women, interested in sports, should participate in it.2

June 26, 1927, Boston Daily Globe

Not to have had a ride in an airplane today is like not having heard the radio.3

July 22, 1928, Chicago Tribune

I go wherever I please, or rather wherever I can land.4

October 10, 1928, Omaha World Herald

I have never asked any men to take a ride. I think I have always feared that some sense of gallantry would make them accept, even though they did not trust me. So my male passengers have always had to do the asking.5

Circa 1928

To those who haven’t flown: “Fly.”6

Circa 1928

Ours is the commencement of a flying age, and I am happy to have popped into existence at a period so interesting.7

Circa 1928

Flying is hard work. There is very little romance to it.8

March 3, 1929, San Diego Union

Try flying yourself. Probably you’ll like it. At least you’ll find it neither terrifying nor uncomfortable. And just by the mere act of going aloft—the open-mindedness of experimentation—you’ll find yourself so much closer, I believe, to your boys and girls to whom flying, consciously or instinctively, is such an every-day matter.9

March 1929, Hearst’s International-Cosmopolitan

As flying enters into everyday life, the dreams of centuries become actualities. One by one they take shape and become stepping-stones for other dreams.10

October 1929, Hearst’s International-Cosmopolitan

People who inquire about air travel from me usually want to know only about the sensations they will encounter. I know I am going to hurt the feelings of certain individuals when I say there aren’t any sensations to flying. Fiction writers so long have made romance and flying synonymous that too many imagine air travel is just one thrill after another, and little else.11

January 1931, Hearst’s International-Cosmopolitan

You don’t think of yourself when you’re flying any more than you do in driving a car. You don’t ask yourself in a traffic emergency, “Is my hat on straight?” You just think, “Can I get through that hole?” It’s only the backseat drivers who have their minds on themselves. . . . You become a part of the machine.12

October 29, 1932, Milwaukee Journal

Flying is so much more than just a quick way to traverse space. It’s freedom and color and form and style. I am at home in the air.13

February 7, 1934, Christian Science Monitor

The possibilities of flying haven’t been touched.14

December 1, 1934, Minneapolis Tribune

People want to fly. The barrier is money. It still costs too much for the average person to buy a plane and fly it.15

Circa 1934–1935

The lure of flying is the lure of beauty. The dramas of the clouds, the glory of the stars, the charm of landscapes and the wonders of the waters and skies have, to me, an irresistible appeal.16

March 31, 1935, Los Angeles Times

Of course no pilot sits and feels his pulse as he flies. He has to be part of the machine. If he thinks of anything but the task in hand then trouble is probably just around the corner.17

Circa 1937

The last hour of an ocean flight is the hardest. I think all aviators who have flown over oceans feel the same thing. You constantly see mirages of land in the clouds that fade away nearly as fast as they appear. You feel you are near land—and imagination seems to do the rest.18

Date unknown

On the Thrill of Flight

Never use the word “thrill” in connection with aviation. Aviators are not thrill seekers. They are men and women interested in their work.19

Circa 1930–1937

Thrilled at flying? Oh, yes, of course, but not by the mere fact of flying. That gets to be a mechanical process just the same as driving a car. The real thrill, though, is in the gorgeous sights you see from a plane. . . . The greatest pleasure in aviation is an aesthetic one.20

October 29, 1932, Milwaukee Journal

Aviation is not thrilling according to what most people call thrills. The first few flights, of course, are exhilarating, but after that there is no more to it than riding in an automobile.21

February 1, 1933, Oregon Journal (Portland)

On Stunt Flying and Showmanship

For me flying was a sport and not a circus.22

Circa 1928

I should not advise any girl—or man, for that matter—to take up aviation for just the thrills and notoriety, or the money.23

Circa late 1920s

In flying, as in many modern pursuits, a certain amount of showmanship helps one to get over the rough spots—especially if flying is a profession and competition hard.24

Circa 1933

I cannot see what harm they do. Certainly their execution requires sturdy equipment and skill and determination on the part of the pilot. They may not point the way to progress in aviation but they demonstrate its possibilities. As for women’s doing them, that probably will be necessary for some time—for contrary to legal precedent, they (women) are considered guilty of incompetence until proved otherwise.25

Circa 1933

On Airplanes

To my mind there is as much danger on a yacht as there is in an airplane.26

July 3, 1927, Boston Herald

I had rolled up the tremendous total of two and one-half hours’ instruction when I decided that life was incomplete unless I owned my own plane.27

Circa 1928

I use my airplane like a family bus—to take me places.28

October 29, 1932, Milwaukee Sentinel

Airplanes are really still hand made. Too expensive. The price won’t come down until enough people are actually making a move to fly, to create a demand the airplane manufacturers can translate into business.29

Circa 1934–1935

I don’t see any sky flivver era for a while.30

March 30, 1935, Minneapolis Star. Flivvers were small, inexpensive cars, like the Model T Ford.

I feel that in any honor that might be accorded me, my plane should share the honors with me.31

Circa May 26, 1935

I have promised her that I will never ask her to make another record. . . . I shall turn her into green pastures. She has earned her rest. I do not believe, with her equipment, she could make any greater record than she has.32

June 7, 1935, Atchison (KS) Daily Globe; on her Lockheed Vega 5B

I’d like to find a tree on which new airplanes grow. I’d certainly shake myself down a good one.33

October 6, 1935, St. Paul (MN) Pioneer Press

My ambition is to have this wonderful gift produce practical results for the future of commercial flying and for the women who may want to fly tomorrow’s planes.34

Circa July 1936; on her new Lockheed Electra 10E financed by Purdue University

I could write poetry about this ship.35

Circa 1936; on her Lockheed Electra 10E

It was a craft to delight the eye, its wings and fuselage painted red with gold stripes down the side. Possibly it may have seemed a trifle gaudy on the ground but I am sure it looked lovely against those white clouds.36

Circa 1937; reminiscing about her Lockheed Vega 5B

With the modern plane it seems to me that too often in the attainment of speed other considerations have been sacrificed. Safety, especially. Perhaps we would do well to go back to the elementary flying-machines of the early days and work forward from them all over again.37

Circa 1937

The pilot’s prayer, I am sure, is not for more cunning and specialized instruments, but for a simplification of those existing.38

Circa 1937

If anyone had cause to lament, it was the Electra itself. For I put burdens upon her which in normal flying she was not built to bear. She carried a heavy overload. As a matter of fact, very few times since we started our partnership have I flown her without one.39

Circa 1937; on the crash of her Lockheed Electra 10E prior to the round-the-world flight

On the Autogiro

I hated to come down.40

April 9, 1931, San Diego Union; on her first experience flying as a passenger and, a few minutes later, as a pilot

So far as safety goes, the autogiro is the last word in airplanes.41

June 8, 1931, Los Angeles Times

The autogiro is a friendly airplane.42

July 19, 1931, New York Times

I am at a loss now to say whether I flew it or it flew me.43

August 1931, Hearst’s International-Cosmopolitan

The autogiro will never be practical for transport purposes. Its main advantage, of course, is that it does facilitate landing in very small spaces.44

December 1, 1935, Zanesville (OH) Signal

On Parachutes

This was more fun than a roller coaster.45

Circa June 1935; on her first parachute jump

I’ve never had to use a parachute in my own flying, but I suppose the day comes for all of us.46

Date unknown

On Pilots

Not all people can fly, any more than all can or should drive motor cars.47

January 1929, Hearst’s International-Cosmopolitan.

When you see a pilot dance you can tell if he or she is a good pilot. A good pilot will betray the rhythmic coordination of a good dancer, that unconscious balance and freedom of motion.48

Circa 1930–1937

Aviators are not a race apart, gloriously different and removed from other people.49

Circa 1930–1937

It doesn’t take any more prowess to be a super-flyer than it does to be a super something else.50

Circa 1933

There are slim ones and plump ones and quiet ones and those who talk all the time. They’re large and small, young and old, and half the list are married and many of these have children. In a word, they are simply thoroughly normal girls and women who happen to have taken up flying rather than golf, swimming or steeplechasing.51

Circa 1933; on women pilots

There should be rigorous tests. Those that pass such tests will be competent to fly planes.52

May 2, 1935, Boston Daily Globe; advocating pilot licenses

If there is any time when experience counts it is in putting down the temptation to wander from that course which instruments declare is true to that which the human mind would like to try. A pilot’s maxim should be, “Usually the instruments are right and you are wrong.”53

May 1935, National Geographic

Pilots are always dreaming dreams.54

Circa 1937

Pilots love to fly because of the beauty of flight—whether they know it or not.55

Date unknown

On Women as Pilots

Some day women will fly the Atlantic and think little of it because it is an ordinary thing to do.56

June 21, 1928, Times (London)

One thing disturbs me—a little—and that is the way some people seem to think a woman who crosses the Atlantic by air has something abnormal about her; some strange characteristic
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