
[image: image]
 


[image: ]




Dedication

FOR ISABELLA AND JULIANA, MY VERY OWN MERMAIDS




Contents

[image: ]

Cover

Title Page

Dedication

Chapter 1: The Mesh Monster

Chapter 2: The Mission

Chapter 3: The Land People

Chapter 4: Surfacing

Chapter 5: Boo!

Chapter 6: The Pops

Chapter 7: Pop-Not

Chapter 8: Plan Pop

Chapter 9: Snap, Crackle, Pop

Chapter 10: Something Fishy

Chapter 11: Turtles and T-Shirts

Chapter 12: Message in a Bottle

Project: Team Turtle

About the Author and Illustrator

Back Ad

Copyright

About the Publisher




Chapter 1
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The Mesh Monster

MARI TRITON, mermaid princess, was late. On the first day of every month, she and her royal mer-siblings always met at the edge of Seaweed Forest. Together they harvested the nori, kelp, and sea grapes that would help feed the Land of Mer. It was the one chore that Mari’s father, King Triton, required.

[image: ]

He was a strict but loving king. He expected each of his 506 mer-children to be on time.

“If you lose time,” he liked to say, “you never find it again!”
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King Triton often said these words to Mari, who was always running late. Usually, it was because her mind was on one of her “projects.” That’s what her siblings called it when, for example, Mari decided to choreograph a special dance for the crabs to perform at her mother’s birthday party. The dance was never performed because the king crabs all wanted to be in the front row, and the hermit crabs were too shy to pirouette in front of strangers. And worst yet, Mari had missed most of the birthday party just trying to get them all onstage!
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But that was nothing compared to the disaster that was Mari’s most recent project. She decided to paint a family portrait on the side of her family’s sea cave. But she had not considered just how big her family was. With 505 brothers and sisters alone—not to mention all the nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, and cousins—it was impossible! She had started in alphabetical order, but after her twentieth portrait, Mari was out of squid ink and too tired to lift her arms.

Her sister Coral, who was next in line for a portrait, took it personally. “You are so odd, Mari,” Coral said. “Can’t you just act like a regular mermaid for one day?”
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So this morning, Mari had vowed to turn over a new kelp. She was going to be on time to the gathering—no matter what. But as she was swimming toward Seaweed Forest, she ran into a pod of dolphins who were not their usual playful selves.
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“Princess Mari!” they said. “Help us! Help us!”

“What’s wrong?” Mari asked.

“My brother is stuck in a mesh monster. He can’t get free!” said a dolphin calf.

“He needs to surface—and soon!” said another.

“Let’s go,” Mari said. “Take me to him.” She followed the pod to the edge of a sea trench, where a very small dolphin was caught in a very big fishing net. Every swish of his tail seemed to make the mesh wrap tighter around him.

“It hurts,” the dolphin cried.
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“Let me help,” Mari said gently. She swam close and untangled his fins and tail. When the young dolphin was finally loose, he sped to the surface for air. The dolphin pod clicked and squealed their thanks before swimming off to join him.


Her good deed done, Mari swam toward Seaweed Forest as quickly as she could. She carried the mesh monster with her. The last thing she wanted was for another animal to get caught in it.
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“Hello, everyone!” Mari said as she swam up to the gathering, “I’m—”

“Late,” her sister Coral said, with a flick of her tail. “Again . . .”
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Chapter 2
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The Mission

KING TRITON looked up from his mobile throne and spotted the net.

“Mari! You caught a mesh monster!” he said.

“Are you okay?” Queen Sirena asked. “They are very dangerous!”

“I know,” Mari said sadly. “This one was wrapped around a dolphin calf. I freed him, but it was a close call.”

“Well done,” Queen Sirena said.

“Thank you, daughter, for helping a sea creature in need,” King Triton said, clearing his throat.

Mari smiled widely.
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“Mari,” Queen Sirena asked, “would you like to come with me to check on the coral reefs tomorrow?”

“Yes, please!” Mari said. When you have 505 brothers and sisters, it’s not often that you get one-on-one time with your mom.

The next day, Mari and her mother swam to one of the largest coral reefs in the Land of Mer.

“This reef used to extend to the edge of the sea. But it’s getting smaller every month,” Queen Sirena said, frowning. “The land people are creating too much trash, and it’s ruining our oceans.”

“Why don’t they care about the earth?” Mari asked her mother. “We all have to live here—whether on land, in the air, or under the sea.”

“No one understands why humans do the things they do,” Queen Sirena said, shaking her head. “If we did, maybe we could help them change their behavior.”
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Mari decided to ask her mother a question that had been on her mind a lot lately.

“Mom, do you think I’m . . . odd?”

“I think you are unique,” Queen Sirena answered.
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“Is that a good thing?” Mari asked.

“It’s a great thing!” Queen Sirena said. “You have an unusual way of looking at the world. You’re adventurous, caring, and creative. This is why your father and I have chosen you for a very special mission.”

“A special mission?” asked Mari.

“Your father and I want you to go above water.”

“Me?!” Mari said. “You and Dad cannot be serious!”

“Oh, but we are,” Queen Sirena said. “The very fate of the Land of Mer rests on your fin, my dear.”
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WHAT DO YOU THINK MARI’S MISSION WILL BE?
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Chapter 3
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The Land People

LATER THAT afternoon, Mari spoke to both her parents about her mission.

“But why me?” she asked as she swam circles around her father’s throne. Mari was so distracted, her fin accidentally whacked Blub, her father’s most trusted adviser, in the face.
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“Uh-oh! I’m so sorry,” Mari said. Blub just nodded. Blobfish were well-known for being patient, calm, and wise. Blobfish had been advising the royal family since the Land of Mer was founded. Blub was constantly by King Triton’s side.


“Our water is becoming more polluted by the day,” Queen Sirena told Mari. “There’s plastic everywhere!”
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“We need someone to find out why the land people harm our oceans—and figure out how to stop them,” King Triton said.

“But I still don’t understand. Why me?” Mari wanted to know.

“As my 254th child, you are special,” King Triton said.

“I’m your 253rd child,” Mari reminded him. She wasn’t offended—her father did have to keep track of 506 mer-children, not to mention thousands of other species in Oceana.
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“In any case, you’re just the right age for what we have in mind,” said Queen Sirena. “You are young and won’t make the land people suspicious. Also, your imagination will serve you well on this very special mission.”

“But—” Mari began.

“Of course, if you really don’t wish to go,” Queen Sirena said, “we will ask one of your brothers or sisters to take your place.”

Mari thought of
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