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            After his death, Jesus' ministry continued in the life of the early church and continues to this day through the lives of his followers. Acts is the story of those first believers, who sought to live out Jesus' teachings in their time through the power of the Holy Spirit. Their story is our encouragement: despite difficulties, the church can survive and even flourish. Transformation, revival, and church growth come not only through human effort but in collaboration with the Holy Spirit.
The book covers a period of thirty years of history, yet every page is filled with precise details and dramatic descriptions. The early chapters tell us how the church began to multiply through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. Dynamic growth occurred as the gospel broke down the old cultural walls between Jews and Gentiles. Then the church expanded its witness geographically beyond Jerusalem. Peter and Paul are the main characters in these stories: Peter as the anchor of the believers in Jerusalem and Paul reaching new lands as the first great missionary to the Gentiles.
We have inherited the promise and command that Jesus first entrusted to these believers. The Holy Spirit, who is so active in the book of Acts, is the same Spirit who is at work in our own history today. Therefore, let us have the zeal and faith of our early brothers and sisters. Now it is our turn to be their witnesses "to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8).
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Our biblical journey today departs from the route of the Old Testament, to return to the New Testament and begin to go through the pages of this book that narrates the Acts of the Apostles. This book of the Acts of the Apostles has been called the fifth gospel. It is a continuation of the Gospel of Luke. But it is interesting to note something else. Something quite remarkable.

Let's look at the last fact that was recorded concerning Jesus in each of the gospels. First, in the Gospel according to Matthew we will observe that the last fact recorded concerning Jesus was His resurrection. The resurrection is also recorded in Acts chapter one. Secondly we see that in the gospel according to Mark, the last fact recorded was the ascension of Jesus; a fact that also appears in Acts chapter one. Then, Luke's gospel concluded with the promise of the Father concerning the coming of the Holy Spirit. And that promise is also found in Acts chapter one. Finally we see that the last fact recorded in the Gospel according to John was the promise of the Second Coming of our Lord. And dear reader, that promise is also found in Acts chapter one.

It is as if the four gospels had poured their contents, so to speak, into a funnel, and all fell into the jar of the first chapter of the book of Acts. The great missionary commission that was given in the four gospels was also confirmed in Acts. This book of Acts serves as a ladder on which we can place the epistles that follow it in the New Testament. The New Testament without the book of Acts would be left with a very large void. Dr. Howson, a scholar in biblical studies has stated, "If the book of Acts were removed, there would be nothing to replace it with."

In the book of Acts appear the beginnings of the Church, that is, the birth of the Church. While the book of Genesis relates the origin of the physical universe, the book of the Acts of the Apostles relates the origin of the spiritual body, which is the Church.

Now, in almost all the books we have studied, we have chosen from the book a verse that expresses in summary form the theme of the book. In the book of the Acts of the Apostles, the key verse is found in chapter 1, verse 8 where it says: "But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth."

We have divided the book of the Acts of the Apostles according to the key verse, that is, as follows:

First, the Lord Jesus Christ working by the Holy Spirit through the apostles in JERUSALEM. This section comprises chapters 1 to 7.

Secondly, the Lord Jesus Christ working through the Holy Spirit through the apostles in JUDEA and SAMARIA. This section comprises chapters 8 to 12.

And thirdly and lastly, the Lord Jesus Christ working through the Holy Spirit through the apostles TO THE END OF THE EARTH. This section comprises chapters 13 to 28.

Now, we believe it is convenient to clarify that the book of Acts has not been concluded. It simply ends without a concrete conclusion, mentioning that the apostle Paul was in his own rented house in Rome. There is no formal end. Do you know why there is no formal end? Because the book of Acts is part of a story that continues to be written now from heaven. Perhaps the Lord has Dr. Luke there writing the rest of the book of Acts. Maybe he is writing what you and I are doing in the power of the Holy Spirit. We don't know that, but we hope so.

Well, we have given a somewhat simple outline of this book, but we think it best that we follow a simple method in our study. We do not believe that the Word of God should be presented with overly complicated outlines and studies. Neither do we intend to approach the study of the Bible from a philosophical point of view in any way. Our study is from a purely practical, historical and biblical point of view.

We believe that the Spirit of God can speak through the Bible itself. We thank God that we receive so many letters from our listeners, representing almost every possible trade and profession. And all testify that they find these studies quite understandable. We believe that the Word of God is understandable and that we should do all we can to keep it understandable. Well, let us now look at some special features of the book of Acts:

First of all, we have the Promise of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ had already left His disciples. He was gone. He ascended into heaven, as the first chapter of this book relates. But He still continues to work! He has simply changed His position, His situation. He has changed His center of operations. While He was here on earth, His center of operations was located in Capernaum. Now, His center of operations is at the right hand of the Father. The Lord Jesus Christ has a place of great prominence in this book. He is working from the vantage point of heaven itself.

Secondly, we have the Promise of the Holy Spirit. Christ had promised to send the Holy Spirit. This promise was mentioned four times in the Gospel according to John in chapters 1, 7, 14 and 20. The same promise is presented in the book of Acts chapter 1 verse 8. The great fact of this period is that the Holy Spirit indwells believers. That is, in every person who has personally accepted the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thirdly, we have the Power of the Church. The church has power and of course this power exists through the operation of the Spirit of God. That power of the early church is not manifested today in the Christian churches. Why? Because the early church operated at a high spiritual level; this situation has not been achieved at any time since then. There have been sporadic movements of renewal throughout history, but none like the one recorded in the book of Acts.

Then fourthly, we have the Prominence of the visible and invisible Church. The church is a new institution and has its beginnings in the book of Acts.

Fifth, we have the Prominence of Geographical Places that are mentioned by name. We recently presented an outline. The book begins in Jerusalem and ends in Rome. The celebrated archaeologist Sir William Ramsey has verified the accuracy of all the places that were mentioned by Dr. Luke and has found them to be accurate.

We have in sixth place, the Prominence given to the People. Dr. Luke mentioned by name some 110 persons, in addition to his references to multitudes or groups. We believe that at the end of the first century, there were millions of believers in the world. The church had an extraordinary growth during those first 200 or 300 years. Compared to that time, today its growth has slowed down.

In seventh place we have the Promise of the Resurrection, which is the central point of the preaching of the gospel.

The resurrection is the very center of the preaching of the gospel. In many churches today, it is customary to preach a sermon on the resurrection only once a year; I am referring to Easter Sunday. But in the early Church the resurrection of Jesus Christ was the very center and heart of the message, and we believe that no sermon was preached without mentioning the resurrection. The theme of the great sermon of the apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost was the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The apostle Peter explained that what was happening was due to the fact that Jesus was already at the right hand of God and that He had sent His Holy Spirit into the world, and that all this was due to the resurrection. You will also see that the resurrection was the central theme of the apostle Paul's messages.

Now, there are many preachers and teachers who like to specialize in the study of a particular subject of the Bible. Some like the subject of prophecy. Others like to deal with some other phrase or aspect. Now, if you want to specialize in a certain subject, let us give you one, and that is the Resurrection of Christ. In the early Church all Sundays were celebrated as resurrection days, days to proclaim the resurrection of Jesus. The message was summed up in the statement He is risen! They proclaimed this message everywhere. And this is the message that we find here in the book of Acts.

Now, eighth, we notice that there is a Prominence of the apostle Peter in the first section of the book, and of the apostle Paul in the last section. There is instead a strange omission of the other apostles. We believe that there was a very definite reason for the emphasis to fall on the ministries of the apostles Peter and Paul. We believe that Dr. Luke was well acquainted with the ministries of these two men. And let us not forget that Luke was even a companion of the apostle Paul on some of his journeys.

Some hold the idea that there was some discord between Peter and Paul. But frankly, we are of the opinion that Dr. Luke, Peter, and Paul, each with his own character and personality, met many times and that they talked a lot with each other. There are actually a great many things that happened that surely have not been recorded in the Scriptures.

And now, a word about the title. The very title of this historical book has always been a subject of discussion. One of the Bibles we are using in our Bible studies is the Reina-Valera Bible and this Bible calls this book, Acts of the Apostles. Now, the Codex Vaticanus and other versions also call it Acts of the Apostles. But Robert Lee, another scholar in biblical studies, called it Acts of the Ascended and Glorified Lord. It seems, then, that in Spanish the most accepted title is Acts of the Apostles.

And we are now ready to enter the first chapter of this book of Acts. To begin with, and based on the first two verses of chapter 1, we would like to suggest that our title for this book be: The Lord Jesus Christ Working By The Holy Spirit Through The Apostles. The first section of the book of Acts includes chapters 1 to 7, and teaches that the Lord Jesus Christ was working by the Holy Spirit through the apostles in Jerusalem. Thus we come to
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Acts 1:1-3
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The central theme of chapter 1 is the preparation for the coming of the Holy Spirit. It includes an introduction to the book of Acts; a summary of Jesus' ministry during 40 days after His resurrection; the ascension and promise of Jesus' return; the waiting for the Spirit; and the appointment of an apostle to take Judas' place. Let us read then the first two verses of this chapter 1 of Acts, which constitute an introduction

"In my first writing, Theophilus, I referred to all the things which Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when he was received up, after he had given commandments by the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen."

It is clear that the first treatise mentioned here, is a reference to the gospel according to St. Luke. Now, Theophilus was the name of the man who was also mentioned in Luke's gospel. His name means "lover of God." Dr. Luke did not write his gospel or the book of Acts to just any lover of God. We believe that he actually knew a man named Theophilus. This was a fairly common name at the time and we are sure that the meaning of the name was appropriate for this man to whom the book was addressed. Lover of God!

Dr. Luke told him that he had written him a tract, which is the Gospel of Luke and that in that tract he had told him "about all the things that Jesus began to do and to teach." This implied that the book of Acts would be a continuation of that story of Jesus' life, and would tell what Jesus was still doing and teaching. And, Jesus is still working today! He will continue with this program until such time as He takes His own out of the world.

Now, the second part of verse 2 says that: ". . . until the day when he was received up, after he had given commandments by the Holy Spirit. . ." It simply means that because Jesus had been received up into heaven, it did not mean that He would not continue to work. And even today, He continues to work and teach from the advantageous place at the right hand of God, and continues to act through the Holy Spirit.

In the army it is customary to transmit orders from one command to another. In the same way, the Lord Jesus Christ is working through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit worked through the apostles and continues to work through us, right here where we are. Let us now look at a new paragraph which develops the theme of
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Jesus' ministry during the 40 days after the resurrection.
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Dr. Luke presented here a rather long sentence, extending to verse 4. Let us read here verse 3 of this Acts chapter 1:

"To them also, after he had suffered, he appeared alive with many indubitable proofs, appearing to them forty days, and speaking to them concerning the kingdom of God."

"He appeared alive with many indubitable proofs" after His suffering and death. Ten specific instances are mentioned in the Bible in which Jesus appeared after His resurrection. His post-resurrection ministry, as revealed in His appearances, has a more important bearing on the lives of Christians today than His three-year earthly ministry as detailed in the four Gospels.

Now, as to the ministry of the Lord Jesus after His resurrection, the apostle Paul stated the following in his second letter to the Corinthians, chapter 5, verse 16: "So then we henceforth know no man after the flesh: and though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now we know him no more after the flesh."

In other words, you and I dear reader, do not know Jesus Christ today, as the Man who walked this earth over 2000 years ago. We know Him as the Man in glory. He is there right now, as I speak to you and you listen to me. He is there and this is a proven fact. How often Christians lose sight of this!

Let us share with you a statement that came in a letter from a man who said he had been a member of a church all his life. He had complied with all its rites and ceremonies, and believed himself to be a good Christian. However, one day, as he listened carefully to the Word of God, he realized that he did not even know Jesus. He had to learn that Jesus not only walked the earth more than 2000 years ago, but that he is alive today and at the right hand of God. He had to approach the living Christ and accept Him as his Savior and Lord. How wonderful it is that Christ has presented Himself alive and with so much evident and infallible proof!

The problem today is not in the historical facts but in human unbelief. The facts are available to anyone who wants to examine them. We wonder if anyone listening to us doubts the reality of the Battle of Waterloo. Frankly, I believe it is a fact that Napoleon lived, and I also believe that he fought the Battle of Waterloo. But, at the same time I confess that I personally have very little evidence of it.

Let me tell you, dear reader, that there is about ten thousand times more evidence for the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ than there is for the aforementioned battle and for many other historical facts which we are accustomed to accept without further discussion. And yet, there are those who today say that they do not believe that the resurrection of Christ is a historical fact. So where is the problem? The problem lies in the unbelief of the human heart. There is a natural tendency in human beings to turn away from God, as Adam did. Thus, at present, people turn their backs on God. The problem is not in the Word of God because Jesus - it says here - presented himself alive with many indubitable proofs. You can know this, if you really want to know it. The problem, dear reader, is not wanting to know it. The problem is not in the mind but in the will. As the saying goes, "There is no one worse blind than he who does not want to see."

We would like to make a brief comment here regarding the resurrection. There is a verse that we believe has been distorted to the point where its original meaning is not understood. In the Gospel according to John, chapter 12, verse 32, the Lord Jesus Christ said, "And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself." Now, how was He lifted up? He was raised in His resurrection. He was raised from the dead. That is the message. It doesn't matter how much you talk about Jesus, or how kind you say He is. The message is that Jesus has been raised from the dead. He is risen! The reason more people have not been attracted to Christ is because a resurrected Christ is often not preached. The book of Acts places great emphasis on the resurrection of Jesus Christ. For this reason, dear reader, we invite you to accept the redemptive work of Jesus Christ on the cross on your behalf. When you take that step of faith, by believing in Him, you will have eternal life and by the way your life will begin to be transformed, you yourself will prove that Jesus Christ lives today.
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Today we continue our study of Acts chapter 1. And in our previous program we talked about Jesus after His death, He had risen and presented Himself alive with many undeniable proofs. And we pointed out that the problem today is not in the facts themselves, but in human unbelief. The facts are available to anyone who wants to examine them, so where is the problem? The problem is in the person, in the human being. The problem is not in the Word of God. And you, dear reader, can know this if you really want to know it. The problem with many people today is that they don't really want to know. The problem is not in the mind, but in the will. As the saying goes, "There is none so blind as he who will not see". Let's begin today by reading verse 4 of this Acts chapter 1:

"And being assembled together, he commanded them, saying, Depart not from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which ye have heard of me."

This is the end of the long grammatical sentence of 2 verses. The apostles were to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit. Until that event took place, His orders were to wait for the promise of the Father. Now, verse 5 reads:

"for John indeed baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."

The risen Christ appeared to the apostles and gave them these instructions. He told them that something would happen to them. They would be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now. This baptism of the Holy Spirit was the promise of the Father. And Jesus had already told them about it.

It is important to note that this was not talking about water baptism, which is a ceremonial baptism. This passage is talking about the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a true baptism. It is this baptism of the Holy Spirit, which places the believer into the body of believers, which we refer to as the Church.

When we come to the second chapter that speaks of the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, we will see that they were filled with the Holy Spirit. That was necessary for them to serve. The fact that they were filled with the Holy Spirit to carry out their service indicates that the other ministries of the Holy Spirit had also been carried out. But, in our study of chapter 2 we will go into more detail about this. Let us now read verse 6 of this Acts chapter 1:

"Then they that were assembled together asked him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?"

You may have noticed that some of the commentators have criticized the apostles for asking this question. They believe that the apostles were wrong to ask it. But, we believe that the answer the Lord gave them indicates that they were not wrong at all. Their question was legitimate and natural, and our Lord answered it as such and did not reproach them.

The apostles were well acquainted with the Old Testament. They had looked forward to the coming of the Messiah. They understood that the Messiah would be the one who would establish the kingdom on this earth. That was their hope. And this, by the way, is still the only hope for this earth. God has not finished His dealings with this earth. God has an eternal purpose for the earth, and it was precisely concerning this kingdom of God that they spoke of and that included the reestablishment of the royal house of David. These were the things that Jesus spoke of after His resurrection. We saw in verse 3 that He spoke to them "concerning the kingdom of God." Let us now look at the answer Jesus gave them, here in verse 7:

"He said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the occasions which the Father hath put in his own power alone."

He informed them that at this particular time, the kingdom would not be established. Then, rather, He would take from all nations a people for His name, that is, the Church. In chapter 15 of this book of Acts, when the apostles gathered for the first council in Jerusalem, James brought this to their attention. He says in chapter 15, verses 14 to 18: "Simon has told how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. And with this agree the words of the prophets, as it is written, After this I will return and build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will repair the ruins thereof, and will raise it up again, that the remnant of men may seek the Lord, and all nations, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who maketh known all these things of old time."

This is what God is doing at the present time. He is visiting human beings to take from them a people in whom His name is called. God is calling out of the world people who trust in Christ, and whom the Holy Spirit baptizes by uniting them to the body of believers, that is, the church.

Therefore, when the apostles asked Jesus if He would restore the kingdom "at this time", His answer was that this was not the subject for discussion at that time. Nor is it the subject for discussion today. Many ask today, "Don't you believe Christ is coming soon?" Well, dear reader, let me tell you something. I do believe that he will come soon, but I have no right, no authority to tell you that he will come soon, because I do not know. It is not for you or for me to know the times or the occasions. That is not what is important to us. Now, I assure you that I believe in prophecy. However, I think we can get to put too much emphasis on prophecy. I believe that growing in faith takes more than prophetic study.

So what is our mission today? Let us note once again, that our Lord did not rebuke His disciples for the question they had asked Him. Instead, He taught them that He was thinking of something else. He said to them, "It is not for you to know the times or the occasions, which the Father has authority to do. . ." But listen you, here is His mission explained in verse 8:

"but ye shall receive power when the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth."

This is the commission that is still in effect today. This commission was not only to a corporate institution, that is, to the Church as a body. It is actually more of a very personal commission, a mandate that was given to each believer, individually. This commission was given to these men even before the Holy Spirit had come and formed the Church.

This, then, is a personal commandment that is for you and for me, dear reader. It is our mission, it is our work, to spread the Word of God in the world. We cannot say that it is up to the Church to send missionaries to proclaim the gospel through them, and we remain with our arms folded. What is really important is what you and I are doing individually to proclaim the Word of God. Have you reached the ends of the earth as a witness of the gospel? Do you help a missionary who has? Do you collaborate with a radio program that spreads the Word of God? Have you personally committed yourself to that mission? That is the important thing.

God wants human beings to be saved. This is our mission. But in order to spread the gospel we need power. That was his promise - "you will receive power". And we need the Lord's guidance. In the face of this great task, there is no power in us, although there is power in the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who moves through a person, through some church, or through a radio program. The question is whether we allow Him to act through us.

The issue is whether we allow Him to work through us. Let us remember the promise: "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you," says verse 8, and continues, "and ye shall be witnesses unto me. . . . ." In other words, our witness is to Christ. He is the center of attraction. Then it says: "in Jerusalem", that is, in our hometown; if there is no hometown, there should be a testimony for Christ. All Judea refers to the neighborhood, to our community. Samaria is where those with whom we do not associate live. We may not meet with them socially, but we have the responsibility and privilege to bring them the gospel.

Finally, this witness for Christ must reach to the ends of the earth. We must never lose sight of the fact that this is the Lord's intention. He has told us that if we love Him, we are to keep His commandments. This commandment is personal. We cannot escape this burden by saying that the Church is keeping it and therefore we do not have to commit ourselves to it. Dear reader, to what extent have you committed yourself? How far do you go in your witness for Christ? Let us now turn to consider the ascension and the promise of Jesus' return. Let us read verse 9 of this Acts chapter 1, to begin a new paragraph entitled:
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"And when he had said these things, when they saw it, he was taken up, and a cloud received him out of their sight."

The ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ was an important and significant miracle in the Lord's ministry. The Scriptures say that there was only one cloud to receive Him.

What kind of cloud would it be? Would it be an ordinary cloud of water vapor? Not at all. This was the same cloud of glory, the shekinah glory that filled the tabernacle in Old Testament times. In His prayer as High Priest, He had prayed the following in the 17th chapter of the Gospel according to John, verse 5: "Now therefore, Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was". When Christ was born into the world, he was wrapped in swaddling clothes. When he left the earth, he was wrapped in clouds of glory. Thus it was that he returned to the right hand of the heavenly Father.

While the apostles were watching this scene, two angels with the appearance of men appeared to them and communicated an important message. Let us read verses 10 and 11 of this Acts chapter 1:

"And while they were looking up to heaven, as he was going away, there stood by them two men in white robes, who said to them, 'Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up to heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven."

It was the glorified Jesus who ascended into heaven. This same Jesus, the glorified Jesus will come just as he went, and to the same place. The prophet Zechariah in chapter 14 of his prophecy, verse 4, told us the following: "In that day his feet shall stand upon the mount of Olives, which is over against Jerusalem eastward: and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof from the east to the west, and shall be made a very great valley; and half of the mount shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south". Turning now to Acts chapter 1, let us read verse 12:

"Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mountain which is called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, traveling the distance which the law permitted to be traveled on the Sabbath."

The limited distance they could travel, according to the Mosaic law, about one kilometer, meant that the people did not travel very far from their place of residence. For such a reason we believe that all the disciples stayed very close to the temple during the feast days, when they came to Jerusalem to worship. The Mount of Olives was probably covered by several thousand people, who would be encamped there during the feast season. Why? Because according to that law, they had to stay within one Sabbath on their way to the temple. Let's continue with verses 13 and 14 of this Acts chapter 1:

"When they came, they went up to the upper room, where Peter and James, John, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James were staying. All these with one accord continued steadfastly in prayer and supplication with the women, and with Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren."

We rejoice that Mary the mother of Jesus was there. She was then free of any doubt that had existed concerning the virgin birth of Jesus. At that time, the attitude of the apostles and the believers was one of unity, of prayer, and of waiting.

And there is no way we can duplicate that period today. Let us remember that that was a period of time, similar to a time capsule, that extended between the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ to heaven and the coming of the Holy Spirit. And we are not living in that period of time. We cannot duplicate it. The Holy Spirit has already come in our time. Let us now read verses 15 through 18, to begin a paragraph that includes
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"In those days Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren (those assembled were about one hundred and twenty in number), and said, Brethren, the scripture must be fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David had spoken concerning Judas, who was a guide of them that laid hold on Jesus, and was numbered with us, and had part in this ministry. This man therefore, who had purchased a field with the wages of his iniquity, fell headlong, and burst in the midst, and all his bowels were spilled out."

We see here Simon Peter speaking again. Now let us keep in mind that this happened before the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost. This man was lacking in receiving the fullness of the Holy Spirit, just as you and I are lacking in receiving the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Now he certainly gave a description of Judas, don't you think? Let's continue then with verses 19 and 20 of this Acts chapter 1:

"And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that that field is called in their own language, Aceldama (which means "Field of blood"), for it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be made desolate, and let there be none to dwell therein, and: Let another take up his office."

The question always arises as to what took place here. Should they have made this election to choose a man to succeed Judas? We think not. Let us read verses 21 and 22 now:

"It is necessary therefore that of these men who have been together with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when from among us he was received up, one should be made a witness with us of his resurrection."

We believe that the choice of a successor for Judas Iscariot was rather managed by Peter, without the presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Let us remember that the Holy Spirit had not yet come. Matthias was evidently a good man. That was indisputable. He satisfied all the requirements of an apostle, which meant that he had to have seen the risen Christ, since that was an indispensable requirement. Let's continue with verses 23 to 26 of this chapter 1 of the book of Acts:

"Then they nominated two, Joseph, who was called Barsabas, whose surname was Justus, and Matthias. And when they had prayed, they said, Thou, Lord, who knowest the hearts of all men, shew which of these two thou hast chosen, that he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas fell by transgression, to go to his own place. Then they cast lots upon them, and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles."

We do not see how casting lots could have any relation to the leading of the Holy Spirit, nor that God could reveal Himself by this procedure. That is not the way God leads. The question then arises: Was Matthias the one who took Judas' place? We believe it was not. Rather, when the Lord Jesus Christ Himself saw fit, He appointed someone to take the place of Judas Iscariot. Significantly, we find no further mention of Matthias in the account. Nothing is recorded about his ministry, if he actually had one. We believe that the Holy Spirit certainly ignored Matthias. Now we also believe that the one whom the Spirit of God chose was none other than Paul the apostle. Someone might ask on what authority we make this assertion. Let us listen to what the apostle Paul himself said in his letter to the Galatians chapter 1, verse 1: "Paul, an apostle (not by the disposition of men, nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him from the dead)." What Paul said was that he was chosen by God the Father and by the Lord Jesus Christ. How was he chosen? Through the Holy Spirit, whom God had sent into the world. The ministry of the apostle Paul certainly justified the fact that he was the one who was to take Judas' place. Other Bible commentators believe that it was Matthias who took Judas' place.

To conclude today, and although we have already done so in the introduction, we want to emphasize that Acts 1 leads the four Gospels to a focal point. Matthew concluded with the resurrection of Jesus. Mark with His Ascension. Luke with His promise of the Holy Spirit and John, with His promise of the Second Coming. Acts 1 brought all four accounts together and mentioned each of these important events. Thus it was that the four Gospels were brought together into the book of Acts, and the book of Acts formed the bridge between the Gospels and the Epistles or apostolic letters. Dear reader, we hope that as you remember these great events in God's purpose for mankind, namely Jesus' resurrection, His ascension into heaven, His promise of the Holy Spirit and His second coming, you will feel that God loves you and includes you in His saving purpose.
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But before entering into the study of this chapter 2, I would like to mention once again the fact that Acts chapter 1 concentrated on a point of focus common to all four gospels. The Gospel according to Matthew concluded with the Resurrection. The Gospel according to Mark concluded with the Ascension. The Gospel according to Luke concluded with the Promise of the Holy Spirit. And the Gospel according to John ended with the Promise of the Second Coming. And Acts chapter 1 brought those four great events together and mentioned each one of them. The four gospels flowed, so to speak, into the book of the Acts of the Apostles. And the book of Acts constituted a bridge between the Gospels and the epistles or apostolic letters. This chapter 2, whose theme is the day of Pentecost, can be divided into two main parts. Verses 1 through 13 contain the coming of the Holy Spirit. And, in verses 14 to 47, we find the first sermon delivered by the apostle Peter at the time of the church. Let us read then the first verse of this chapter 2 of the Acts, beginning the paragraph corresponding to
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"When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all with one accord together."

The day of Pentecost was to be celebrated fifty days after the feast of first fruits. You will recall that in our study of the book of Leviticus we saw that the feast of first fruits spoke of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. And the apostle Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians chapter 15, verse 23 said: "Christ, the first fruits; then those who are Christ's at his coming". The Passover, on the other hand, spoke of the death of Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul once again in his first letter to the Corinthians chapter 5, verse 7 said: ". . .for our Passover, which is Christ, has already been sacrificed for us."

Since the Passover has been fulfilled in the death of Christ and the feast of first fruits has found its fulfillment in the resurrection of Christ, we believe that the feast of Pentecost here represented something; that is, that it was the fulfillment of something. It was the day when the Church was born, the day when the Church came into existence.

The expression "when the day of Pentecost came," or when it was fulfilled, meant that this was the fulfillment of the design and purpose for which this feast was originally given. At Pentecost there was to be an offering of the new grain to the Lord, and this was to be offered in two loaves of the finest flour baked with leaven, as we saw in Leviticus chapter 23. This was to represent the beginning and origin of the Church. This feast spoke of the coming of the Holy Spirit for the very particular ministry of calling out of this world a people to form the body of Christ, which is the church.

In other words, what Bethlehem was for the birth of Christ, Pentecost and Jerusalem were for the coming of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit became incarnate and began to baptize believers. This means that He identified them with Christ as His body here on earth. The apostle Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians chapter 12, verse 13 explained, "For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, both Jews and Greeks, both bond and free; and we were all given to drink of one Spirit."

The Holy Spirit began to do a work on the day of Pentecost. The day of Pentecost was fulfilled by this event. The expression, "When it came," was not referring to a certain time of day. It meant that Pentecost, which Israel had been celebrating for many generations, was finally fulfilled. Let us now look at verse 2 of this Acts chapter 2:

"Suddenly there came from heaven a sound as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were."

Let us now direct your attention to something we consider very important. When the Holy Spirit came, it was not in a visible form. However, He made His presence known in two ways. There was an appeal to two of the sensory ways by which mankind receives its knowledge. We acquire most of our knowledge through the entrance doors of the ear and the eye. We hear and we see. Well, the Holy Spirit made use of both ways.

By hearing they perceived a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, which filled the whole house where they were sitting. It was no wind. It was a rumbling as of a wind. It was not like the noise of the breeze blowing softly through the tops of the trees. It produced the noise of a hurricane or a tornado and we believe that the whole city of Jerusalem could hear it.

Let us now read verse 3 of this Acts chapter 2:

"and there appeared unto them cloven tongues as of fire, and it sat upon every one of them."

Let us notice that the tongues were as of fire. They were not fire, but looked like fire. This attracted attention through the way of the eye. Therefore, on that day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came to the Church, baptizing them into the body of Christ, there was an appeal to senses such as hearing and sight.

This should not be confused with the baptism of fire. The baptism of fire is the judgment that is yet to come. In the book of Revelation we see the wrath of God revealed from heaven as fire from heaven. That will be the baptism of fire. If men do not receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, then they will have to experience the baptism of fire which means judgment. The baptism of fire is only for those who have rejected Jesus Christ. But, that fire of judgment is something yet future. The Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost, and they saw something that had the appearance of fire. Let us now continue with verse 4 of this Acts chapter 2:

"They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance."

This verse says that they were filled with the Holy Spirit. Now, someone will question the fact that we have been saying that they were baptized with the Holy Spirit. Were they really baptized? We believe they were. The Lord Jesus told them that they would be. It says in chapter 1 of this book of Acts, verse 4 and 5: "And when they were come together, he commanded them, saying, Depart not from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which ye have heard of me: for John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence." The very fact that they were filled with the Holy Spirit indicated that all the other ministries of the Holy Spirit to the believers of this age had been accomplished.

First, they were regenerated. A person must be born again spiritually. In the Gospel according to John, chapter 3, verse 5, Jesus replied to the Pharisee Nicodemus: ". . . Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." Secondly, the Spirit of God comes to dwell in them. The apostle Paul said in his letter to the Romans, chapter 8, verse 9: "But you do not live according to the desires of the weak human condition, but according to the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God is in you. And if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." Third, they were sealed by the Holy Spirit for an eternal relationship with God. The apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians, chapter 1, verses 13 and 14 said, "In him you also, having heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and having believed in him, were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest or guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of his glory." And again in chapter 4 of the same letter to the Ephesians, verse 30 he said, "And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye were sealed unto the day of redemption." Now it is possible to grieve the Holy Spirit of God, but it is not possible to grieve Him to the point that He comes out of you. The Spirit of God seals the believer for the day of redemption. We were never commanded to ask for the sealing of the Holy Spirit. That is something God does when we believe in Him. Faith in Jesus Christ gives us the seal of the Holy Spirit for the day of redemption.

Fourth, they were baptized with the Holy Spirit. The baptism of the Holy Spirit was foretold by John the Baptist in Luke chapter 3, verse 16, and was repeated by the Lord Jesus, as we saw in Acts chapter 1, verse 5: "For John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." Then this baptism took place, which placed them in the body of believers. It marked the beginning of the Church. From that day forward, every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ is placed into the body of Christ by the baptism of the Holy Spirit. As the apostle Paul said in his first letter to the Corinthians, chapter 12, verse 13: "For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, both Jews and Greeks, both bond and free; and we were all given to drink of one Spirit."

Now, the fullness of the Holy Spirit also took place on the day of Pentecost. Notice it says here in verse 4: "And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost." This fullness of the Holy Spirit was for Christian service. The experience of the day of Pentecost resulted from the fullness of the Holy Spirit. The same is true today. The fullness of the Holy Spirit is for service. This is the only work of the Holy Spirit that we should ask for. We are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit, as the apostle Paul said in his letter to the Ephesians, chapter 5, verse 18: "Be not drunk with wine, wherein is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit." It is worth noting here that before Pentecost the believers longed for this fullness of the Spirit. In Acts chapter 1, verse 14 we read: "These all continued steadfastly with one accord in prayer and supplication". Now, what would their supplication refer to? Well, to the promise of the Lord Jesus that He would send them the Holy Spirit.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is not a commandment given to us. It is not an experience. It is an act of God whereby the Holy Spirit comes to indwell the believer in Jesus Christ, sealing him for the day of redemption, and placing him in the church, that is, in the body of Christ through the baptism of the Spirit. Now, the fullness of the Spirit of God enables the believer for Christian service. We are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

After they were filled with the Holy Spirit, it says in verse 4 of this Acts chapter 2, that, "they began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance."

Now these ". . other tongues . . ." were not unknown tongues. There were many tongues spoken by the Jews in all the provinces of the Roman Empire. These worshipers had come from the different parts of the Roman Empire for the feast of Pentecost. Recall that all Jewish males were required to go to Jerusalem for the celebration of three of the annual feasts. They were therefore in Jerusalem for the feast, and many of these could not speak Hebrew.

Now, this was not unusual. There are many Jews in our countries today who also cannot speak Hebrew. For many years it was a language almost out of use, although today in Israel, it is spoken again.

The day of Pentecost cannot be duplicated. It was a precise point in history that marked a historic event. We can no more duplicate it than we can duplicate the birth of Christ in Bethlehem at Christmas time.

The Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost. It is not necessary to ask him to come again. He is already here. God's Holy Spirit is in the world today. And Jesus told us what He would do after His Spirit came. Jesus said in John chapter 6, verse 14: "He shall glorify me: for he shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you". When we are talking about the things of Christ, bringing honor and glory to His Name, we know that the Holy Spirit of God is at work.

Now, verse 4 of this Acts chapter 2 ends by saying, "...as the Spirit gave them utterance." These apostles were from Galilee. They could not speak all the other languages that are mentioned later in this passage. But at that moment they were speaking them. The Spirit was giving them the ability to speak them. Now, let's read verse 5 of this Acts chapter 2:

"Now there were living in Jerusalem devout Jews from every nation under heaven."

They had come from all over to participate in the feast of Pentecost. This was the reason they were in Jerusalem. Now verse 6 reads:

"And when they heard this sound, the multitude came together; and they were confounded, because every man heard them speaking in his own language."

We think it refers to that sound as of a mighty wind blowing, which Jerusalem heard and so the multitude came together. I don't think I'll ever forget the first time I heard when one of these supersonic planes broke the sound barrier. Everybody came out to see what had happened. Where that roar had come from. We had never heard such a noise before. Well, we believe that this roar here was something that the people of Jerusalem had never heard before. And therefore they went out in haste to see from whence this noise came. And we believe that this took place in the area near the temple and that there were about one hundred and twenty believers there as mentioned in chapter 1, verse 15 of this book of Acts.

Now those who gathered there were confused, because not only that they spoke the language of their own country, but also each person heard his own dialect; that is, the way each language was spoken in a part of the country. But these men did not speak something unintelligible. They did not speak in unknown tongues, but in the dialects of the people who were in the crowd.

Now, there is another aspect we should mention. Some Biblical scholars think that it is possible that the apostles did not speak in strange tongues at all, but spoke in their own Galilean dialect. In that case, the miracle may well have occurred in the hearing, for it is said that each man heard them speak in his own dialect. So, was the miracle that overcame the language barrier in the speaking or in the hearing? The fact was that it was a miracle. Let us now read verses 7 to 11:

"They were astonished and amazed, saying, Behold, are not all these who speak Galileans? How then do we hear them speaking every one in our own language in which we were born? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and we who dwell in Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the regions of Africa beyond Cyrene, and Romans here resident, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs, we hear them speaking in our tongues the wonders of God."

Here were people from three continents. They certainly spoke diverse languages and dialects. They all heard these Galileans speak in an understandable dialect. These were not unknown languages, but languages that the hearers understood. And verse 12 says:

"They were all amazed and perplexed, saying one to another, What does this mean?"

They were perplexed and did not understand what was happening. Now verse 13 reads:

"But others mocking said, They are drunkards."

That is, they thought these men were drunk, they were drunk.

We must finish for today. It is evident that the passage we have studied has a main protagonist: the Holy Spirit. Dear reader, you will remember that, speaking to His own shortly before His death, Jesus, in announcing His departure, also told them that the Holy Spirit would come. If you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, the Holy Spirit will come, regenerate you and come to dwell in you. Then you will begin to enjoy all the resources God offers His children, along with the strength and comfort to cope with life's changing circumstances. Because the Bible says so and we, from our own experience also affirm it, we want you to know that it pays to be a child of God.
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We continue today studying Acts chapter 2 of the Acts of the Apostles. And in our previous program we were talking about the coming of the Holy Spirit. And we saw how all those who were gathered together were filled with the Holy Spirit. And we also saw how a great multitude was gathered together and they were all confused because each one heard them speaking to the disciples in his own language and dialect. And they were all astonished and perplexed, as it says in verse 12. That is, they did not understand what was happening. And verse 13 says: ". . . But others mocked and said, "They are full of new wine". That is, they thought these men were drunk.

Recall that Paul wrote the following in his letter to the Ephesians chapter 5, verse 18: "Be not drunk with wine, wherein is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit. Have you noticed, dear reader, that a drunkard seems to have more strength? Certainly, he is more loquacious. Perhaps many of us today need the fullness of the Holy Spirit to be more loquacious; not to speak in an unknown language. What we need is power to communicate the gospel to others in a language they can understand. This is of utmost importance.

What a wonderful day this Pentecost was! It was the day when the Holy Spirit came to call a body of believers to form the church. Just as the feast of Pentecost in the Old Testament was celebrated fifty days after the feast of the first fruits of the harvest, in the same way, fifty days after the Lord Jesus rose from the dead, the Holy Spirit came to call a body of believers.

We see that Peter set out to answer the taunt that the disciples were drunk. Let us read, then, verses 14 and 15 of this chapter 2 of Acts, with Simon Peter's reply which constituted
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"Then Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and spake unto them, saying, Ye Jews, and all ye that dwell in Jerusalem, this be known unto you, and hear my words: for these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is the third hour of the day."

Now, we think we need to go back and recognize those who were in the crowd. These were the men of Judea and all who lived in Jerusalem. In that day Jerusalem was an entirely Jewish city. Pilate and his people had their center of operations in Caesarea, not Jerusalem. This early Church was entirely Jewish, that is, it was composed of Israelites. And we must emphasize that fact. The church began in Jerusalem and then spread throughout Judea, then Samaria and then to the ends of the earth. This has been the movement of expansion of the church from that day to this. In the Old Testament they had to go to worship in Jerusalem. Now, they had to go out of Jerusalem and take the Gospel message to the whole world.

Peter responded to those who were mocking by telling them that what was happening was not the result of drunkenness. He is speaking to the cynics, who were pointing out the time of day, telling them that this was no time to be drunk. Peter then spoke to the Jews using their own Scriptures and told them here in verse 16:

But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: Peter made use of this prophecy as an answer to those cynics, unbelievers and scoffers. Let us note that he said: ". . this is what was said ..." that is, this is similar to or this is like that. He did not say that this was the fulfillment of what had been spoken by the prophet Joel. He was saying, "Why do you think this is something strange or strange? Well, we have a prophecy that said these things would come to pass." And Peter went on to quote Joel's prophecy. And we are glad that Simon Peter quoted as much of this text as he did, because he made it clear that he was not trying to say that this prophecy had been fulfilled there at that time. Now, what was to come? Let's read verses 17 through 21 of this Acts chapter 2:

"In the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; and upon my menservants and upon my maidservants, in those days will I pour out of my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs in the earth beneath, blood and fire and vapor of smoke; the sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."

We do not believe that anyone would allege that on the day of Pentecost the moon was turned into blood, nor that the sun was turned into darkness. When Christ was crucified, there was darkness for three hours, but not on the day of Pentecost. Nor were there wonders above in heaven, nor signs below on earth. Nor was there blood, fire and vapor of smoke. Simon Peter quoted from this passage to these scoffers to show them that the outpouring of the Spirit of God should not have been strange to them, for the prophet Joel had foretold it and it was going to happen.

If we read the book of the prophet Joel 2:28-32, we will see that it has much to say concerning the day of the Lord. The day of the Lord will begin with the great tribulation period. It will continue throughout the millennium. Joel spoke of the fact that it would be a time of war, a time of judgment upon the earth. That prophecy has not yet been fulfilled. It was not fulfilled on the day of Pentecost.

Peter made use of a text from his Scriptures, to show them that what had happened was not strange. And that the day would come when Joel's prophecy would be fulfilled. And on the day of Pentecost the Jews were seeing something that was similar to what was yet to come. After
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