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oﬀ  invaders from other realms, led a clan of fearsome pictsies, 

travelled to lands beyond imagination, communed with gods, 
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Dear Mr Goatberger,

As the author of man bestselling books on 

witchcraft , such as 

First Flights in Witch-

craft 

, 

The Higher MagiK

, 

My Fair 

Friend

s, and 

To Ride a Golden Broomsti ck

, 

imagine my surprise when I was not consulted 

on your most recent acquisiti on, Guide to 

Being a Witch, by young Tiff an Aching.

I have managed to avail myself of a number 

of pages fr om this guide and soon discovere 

an array of omissions and inaccuracies. Please 

fi nd enclosed my correcti ons for inclusion. I 

also enclose my card, should you wish to fur-

ther avail yourself of my extensive knowledge 

of magiK, witchcraft  and wizardr.

Regards,

Mrs Leti ce Earwig

(pronounced ‘Ah-wij’)
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On Being a Witch

S


o here you are, holding my book. Perhaps you’re already an 



apprentice witch looking for extra guidance on the future. 



Maybe you’ve been earmarked by a witchfi nder as someone 



with ‘potential’ and you’re wondering just what that might mean. 



Or possibly you’re simply curious about what might be in these 



pages and are looking forward to correcting me, pretending you 



haven’t read it, or treating me with a lethal amount of politeness 



next time our paths cross. Whether you’ve bought, begged, 



borrowed or stolen this book, you are welcome here. 



Th  is book was written over a number of years and I’ve lost 



some dear friends along the way. Th  eir teachings live on in these 



pages. As do their notes, which I’ve retained for posterity. Th  ey 



live on in me. And now, I hope they will live on in you too.


Hag!

 - Rob


 - Rob
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 ON BEING A WITCH 


For me, fi nding my personal path to witch-hood was hazy at 



best. But it also involved a book – 



Th  e Goode Childe’s Booke of 



Faerie Tales



. Not exactly a guide to being a witch so much as a 



guide to not being one. Th  e teller of these tales clearly imagined 



the ‘goode childe’ would empathize with the noble princes, 



beautiful princesses, brave woodcutters and those who abuse the 



letter E. Not me. Princes were dull and mostly made of chin. I 



didn’t have the poise, breeding or the good hair to be a princess. 



Besides, they mainly seemed to do daft things with spindles or 



apples, or else sat around waiting to be rescued. Th  eir lives were 



both dangerous and boring. Woodcutters appeared a little more 



competent. But, aside from the occasional break to kill a talking 



wolf, I wasn’t sure I wanted to chop wood all day. And since I’ve 



never been that good with an axe, we were approaching 



dangerous and boring territory again. 



Witches, now they seemed 



much



 more fun. Okay, there was a 



certain amount of being shoved in ovens by greedy children or 



talking to mirrors, so danger was a given. But witches were 



dangerous and 



exciting



. Th  ey got broomsticks, wands and magic 



spells. And, as I imagined back then, they went to learn 



witchcraft at a special school. Probably taken there on the back 



of a unicorn or something equally magical like that.



But witchcraft isn’t about magic or showy spells. At least not 



most of the time. It’s largely about hard work and realising that 



true magic – true 



power



 – is not about understanding spells, but 



power – is not about understanding spells, but power



2









 ON BEING A WITCH 


understanding people. Hearing their spill words – the things 



they almost say, but don’t or can’t. Being a witch is about facing 
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your fears and understanding that even if something isn’t your 
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fault, it’s your responsibility. It’s about being a voice for the 
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voiceless and standing between the light and the darkness. 
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If you’re still with me, then maybe this is the life 



If you’re still with me, then maybe this is the life 



for you. I’m glad because the world needs witches 



for you. I’m glad because the world needs witches 



and witchcraft. In whatever form they take. 



and witchcraft. In whatever form they take. 



As you tread the path you’ve chosen 



As you tread the path you’ve chosen 



you will learn the lessons of 



you will learn the lessons of 



those who gift you with 



those who gift you with 



their wisdom and 



knowledge. Th  ey will 



become part of you. Because you are not 
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just a witch, you are all witches that have 



just a witch, you are all witches that have 



come before you and will come after you. 
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Th  is isn’t 



really



 my book. It is our book. As 
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for the school, it’s not a place, it’s all places. Just look 



for the school, it’s not a place, it’s all places. Just look 



around you. You’re already there. 



around you. You’re already there. 









Becoming a witch

T


hey say that you don’t fi nd witchcraft, it fi nds you. In 



my case it found me in the form of Miss Perspicacia 



Tick, a witchfi nder. She sensed me with a shamble
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 and, 



using a saucer of ink as a scrying device, she watched me fend off  



the water-dwelling monster, Jenny Green-Teeth. 



As a witchfi nder, Miss Tick searches for potential witches in 



places where they are unlikely to be otherwise spotted, or where 



they might suff er hostility from the locals. However, all older 



witches keep an eye and ear out for young girls who show 



ability. Th  is doesn’t just mean girls who accidentally levitate 



annoying siblings, or turn bullies into frogs.



some



 witches 



1. See 



Shambles



2. See 



Witch Magic



. Page 58


Although those with such abilities will 

certainly need identifying so that we can 

provide some help in controlling them!

– Miss Tick
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– Miss Tick
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might be discovered by exhibiting such abilities but, as Maeve, 



might be discovered by exhibiting such abilities but, as Maeve, 



the old kelda of the Chalk Hill Feegle clan, told me, it can just 



be someone who thinks in the right sort of way. Witches 



typically have fi rst sight – they see what’s 



really



 there rather than 



 there rather than 



what they 



assume



 should be there, and second thoughts – they 



 should be there, and second thoughts – they 



observe and think about the way they are thinking. Mentally, 



observe and think about the way they are thinking. Mentally, 



they are typically hard, sharp and stubborn. You’ll also know a 



they are typically hard, sharp and stubborn. You’ll also know a 



witch by looking for the one running towards trouble rather 



witch by looking for the one running towards trouble rather 



than away from it.
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witch by looking for the one running towards trouble rather 



witch by looking for the one running towards trouble rather 



than away from it.



than away from it.


Waily!

- Rob


might be discovered by exhibiting such abilities but, as Maeve, 



the old kelda of the Chalk Hill Feegle clan, told me, it can just 



- Rob



might be discovered by exhibiting such abilities but, as Maeve, 

- Rob

might be discovered by exhibiting such abilities but, as Maeve, 


Hair has a 

waterweed-like 

consistency. Useful 

for hiding in the 

shallows.

– Miss Tick

Teeth weaker than 

they look. Aim 

here with frying 

pan or other iron 

implement.

Large clawed hands 

for grasping and 

grabbing. Steer clear.

Eyes the size of soup 

plates. 8-inches to be 

precise. Verified by 

Miss Aching. 


consistency. Useful 



Teeth weaker than 



Eyes the size of soup 



plates. 8-inches to be 



Eyes the size of soup 

plates. 8-inches to be 

Eyes the size of soup 


Reminds me of a lodger we once had. 

Iron frying pan worked well on him too.

–Nanny Og g

Jenny 

Green-Teeth


Iron frying pan worked well on him too.
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The Call to Magic


Witchcraft can be learned, but magical ability is often hereditary. 



Lily, the sister of Mistress Esmerelda Weatherwax was a 



powerful witch who ‘went to the bad’. Her grandmother was 



a witch who fought vampires and her distant cousin was an 



Archchancellor of Unseen University, but wizardry doesn’t run 



in families as wizards have strict rules about celibacy. Th  ey say 



it’s to prevent their magical powers being drained, but it’s actually 



to prevent the birth of sourcerers.



Some people are never offi  cially identifi ed as witches. I didn’t 



realize it when she was alive, but my own Granny Aching was a 



powerful witch who was never discovered by anyone but herself. 



 BECOMING A WITCH 


Not often I agrees 

with wizards, but 

they gets some 

things right!

– E. Weatherwax

All I can say is, if shaking 

sheets drains magic then I 

must have started out as 

the most powerful witch who 

ever existed!

– Nanny Ogg


in families as wizards have strict rules about celibacy. Th  ey say 



it’s to prevent their magical powers being drained, but it’s actually 


Miss Tick's tent
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At least, no one human – she was hag o’ the hills to the pictsies. 



She never called herself a witch, but her very presence on the 



Chalk was enough to keep the elves of Fairyland from invading 



our world.



We follow the call to witchcraft for diff erent reasons. Nanny 



Ogg tells me she started in the craft to get boys, whereas 



Mistress Weatherwax started out to get even. Me? I did it so that 



Mistress Weatherwax started out to get even. Me? I did it so that 



I could look after the hills the way Granny Aching did – so that 



I could look after the hills the way Granny Aching did – so that 



I could become as good as she was, and return to the Chalk 



better than I went.
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I can categorically state that marital relati ons have no negati ve impact 

whatsoever on magic.In fact, the energy created during the act of passion 

can be directed towards a specifi c purpose thus increasing the impact of a 

spell. The idea that magic is drained by physical relati ons is actually a 

fallacy propagated by high-level wizards in order to prevent the birth of 

sourcerers, which would risk a return to the mage wars. In the Year of 

the Hyena, there was great magical fallout when a young sourcerer came 

to power at the Unseen University . There has been much covering up of 

the magical chaos that ensued in order to prevent non-magical folk fr om 

fearing the magically attuned. 


Aye she wez 



a fine hag. 



Aye she wez 

a fine hag. 

Aye she wez 



Good taste in 



a fine hag. 

Good taste in 

a fine hag. 



baccy 2.



Good taste in 

baccy 2.

Good taste in 



- Rob



baccy 2.

- Rob

baccy 2.



Ogg tells me she started in the craft to get boys, whereas 



Mistress Weatherwax started out to get even. Me? I did it so that 


Successfully! – Nanny Ogg

More 

Successfully!

–E. Weatherwax


Mistress Weatherwax started out to get even. Me? I did it so that 



baccy 2.



Successfully! – Nanny Ogg



Successfully! – Nanny Ogg



At least, no one human – she was hag o’ the hills to the pictsies. 



She never called herself a witch, but her very presence on the 
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Training & Apprenticeships


It’s traditional for a young witch to be taken on as an apprentice 



It’s traditional for a young witch to be taken on as an apprentice 



to an older witch, living with her rent free and paying for training 



to an older witch, living with her rent free and paying for training 



by helping with the chores – in many cases this means doing 



by helping with the chores – in many cases this means doing 



all



of the chores! Apprenticeships aren’t really about teaching us 



of the chores! Apprenticeships aren’t really about teaching us 



how to do magic – more to help us understand what we have 



how to do magic – more to help us understand what we have 



been doing all along. You’ll learn the messy, medicinal side of 



been doing all along. You’ll learn the messy, medicinal side of 



being a witch, the importance of going around the houses



being a witch, the importance of going around the houses



3



, as 



well as how to avoid situations getting to a point where you 



well as how to avoid situations getting to a point where you 



actually need to do magic.



actually need to do magic.



Witches need to be able to stick with and endure tough 



Witches need to be able to stick with and endure tough 



situations, which is why if you leave an apprenticeship without 



situations, which is why if you leave an apprenticeship without 



permission, no other witch will take you on. Th  ough there are 



permission, no other witch will take you on. Th  ough there are 



exceptions. One Ramtops witch was so strange and fearsome 



exceptions. One Ramtops witch was so strange and fearsome 



that apparently even if you left her after a single day, another 



that apparently even if you left her after a single day, another 



place would be found for you and no one would say anything 



place would be found for you and no one would say anything 



about it.



During my own training I stayed with a few witches, each with 



During my own training I stayed with a few witches, each with 



very diff erent skills and specialisms, which helped me become the 



very diff erent skills and specialisms, which helped me become the 



witch I needed to be. My fi rst apprenticeship was with Miss 



witch I needed to be. My fi rst apprenticeship was with Miss 



Constance Level – a research witch. Miss Level taught me about 



Constance Level – a research witch. Miss Level taught me about 



the Doctrine of Signatures, a school of thought which states that 



the Doctrine of Signatures, a school of thought which states that 



plants and herbs give you clues as to what they can treat by 



plants and herbs give you clues as to what they can treat by 



3. See 



Going Around the Houses



Going Around the Houses



. Page 25
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been doing all along. You’ll learn the messy, medicinal side of 



being a witch, the importance of going around the houses


It's ALL messy, 

and that's why most 

of us wears black.

– E. Weatherwax
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resembling the parts of the body where that ailment is suff ered.



resembling the parts of the body where that ailment is suff ered.



4



After Miss Level, I spent some time with both Mistress 



Pullunder and Old Mother Dismass. Mistress Pullunder also 



focused on research and experimentation and taught me a lot 



about soil enrichment through her experiments in pedigree 



earthworm breeding, as well as how to tune wind chimes to repel 



demons through harmonic dissonance. Th  e main thing I learned 



from my short stay with Old Mother Dismass was never to play 



cards with someone who suff ers from temporal confusion, and 



the patience and focus needed to maintain a conversation with 



someone who was either hearing me in the previous week or 



answering something I’d ask the following month.



Miss Eumenides Treason, the fourth witch I was apprenticed 



to, specialized in Justice and was also an expert in borrowing. 



4. See 



Research Witches



. Page 35
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focused on research and experimentation and taught me a lot 



about soil enrichment through her experiments in pedigree 



earthworm breeding, as well as how to tune wind chimes to repel 



demons through harmonic dissonance. Th  e main thing I learned 



from my short stay with Old Mother Dismass was never to play 



cards with someone who suff ers from temporal confusion, and 



the patience and focus needed to maintain a conversation with 



someone who was either hearing me in the previous week or 



Miss Eumenides Treason, the fourth witch I was apprenticed 



to, specialized in Justice and was also an expert in borrowing. 



Miss Eumenides Treason, the fourth witch I was apprenticed 



to, specialized in Justice and was also an expert in borrowing. 



earthworm breeding, as well as how to tune wind chimes to repel 



demons through harmonic dissonance. Th  e main thing I learned 



Looka tha size 



Looka tha size 



Looka tha size 



o tha scunner! 



o tha scunner! 



o tha scunner! 



Yez cud ride 



Yez cud ride 



Yez cud ride 



Yez cud ride 



o tha scunner! 

Yez cud ride 

o tha scunner! 



o tha scunner! 

Yez cud ride 

o tha scunner! 



o tha scunner! 

Yez cud ride 

o tha scunner! 



it into battle!



it into battle!



it into battle!



Yez cud ride 

it into battle!

Yez cud ride 



Yez cud ride 

it into battle!

Yez cud ride 



Yez cud ride 

it into battle!

Yez cud ride 



- Rob



it into battle!

- Rob

it into battle!



Looka tha size 



o tha scunner! 



Yez cud ride 



o tha scunner! 

Yez cud ride 

o tha scunner! 


You'll likely spend a 

lot of time picking and 

drying herbs


4



4


Mistress 

Pullunder's Luck 

of Lancre Silver 

Saddle (Erwin), a 

prize-winner
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She went blind at sixty years old, and deaf at seventy-fi ve, but it 



She went blind at sixty years old, and deaf at seventy-fi ve, but it 



was never a trouble to her as she used the eyes and ears of any 



was never a trouble to her as she used the eyes and ears of any 



nearby animals to see and hear. She taught me about boff o, 



nearby animals to see and hear. She taught me about boff o, 



which is a kind of headology based around playing up to peoples’ 



which is a kind of headology based around playing up to peoples’ 



expectations to earn respect. I left when she had Th  e Call, which 



expectations to earn respect. I left when she had Th  e Call, which 



meant her steading had to be allocated to another witch.



meant her steading had to be allocated to another witch.



Next was Nanny Ogg, who lives in the least witchy house you 



Next was Nanny Ogg, who lives in the least witchy house you 



can imagine, right in the centre of town. She wasn’t offi  cially my 



can imagine, right in the centre of town. She wasn’t offi  cially my 



teacher, but you can’t help learning things from her. What Nanny 



teacher, but you can’t help learning things from her. What Nanny 



doesn’t know about midwifery isn’t worth knowing, but what she 



doesn’t know about midwifery isn’t worth knowing, but what she 



taught me most about was the power of listening. She can listen 



taught me most about was the power of listening. She can listen 



so hard that you fi nd yourself telling her things you didn’t even 



so hard that you fi nd yourself telling her things you didn’t even 



know you knew. Miss Treason referred to her as a strumpet. I 



know you knew. Miss Treason referred to her as a strumpet. I 



looked this up and it means ‘a woman of easy virtue’. Someone to 



looked this up and it means ‘a woman of easy virtue’. Someone to 



whom virtue comes easily was obviously an excellent teacher. She 



whom virtue comes easily was obviously an excellent teacher. She 



knows all the old, dark stuff  – the magic built into people and 



knows all the old, dark stuff  – the magic built into people and 



the landscape, which is only remembered as superstitions about 



the landscape, which is only remembered as superstitions about 



touching wood and not walking under black cats. She taught me 



touching wood and not walking under black cats. She taught me 



about folk memory, which is deep and dark and breathing and 



about folk memory, which is deep and dark and breathing and 



never fades. I learned the old rituals, like getting married by 



never fades. I learned the old rituals, like getting married by 



jumping over a fi re together and even used it to marry Baron 



jumping over a fi re together and even used it to marry Baron 



Roland and Letitia Keepsake.



Nanny’s most powerful magic is in the way she’s instantly at 



Nanny’s most powerful magic is in the way she’s instantly at 



home and a part of everyday life anywhere she goes. People trust 



her and feel at ease with her in a way I’m not sure any other 


 BECOMING A WITCH 

Knowing how to marry a couple in a hurry can be very useful if there’s a chance the bride might 

drop a tiny extra guest during the ceremony! Thankfully our Jason hung on until the reception. 

He’s always loved parties!

– Nanny Ogg

Hah!


whom virtue comes easily was obviously an excellent teacher. She 



knows all the old, dark stuff  – the magic built into people and 



Hah!



jumping over a fi re together and even used it to marry Baron 



Roland and Letitia Keepsake.


And some of 

those things you 

might want to 

unlearn!

– E. Weatherwax


teacher, but you can’t help learning things from her. What Nanny 



doesn’t know about midwifery isn’t worth knowing, but what she 



drop a tiny extra guest during the ceremony! Thankfully our Jason hung on until the reception. 
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