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			Preface

			THE BOOK OF REVELATION is treated with questioning, rejection, and controversy. Much has been published. Likely, the greater volume of commentary has not been published and resides in ceiled houses and other private endeavors. General agreement concerning Revelation’s timeline, and the desired knowledge of its many sayings and similitudes is yet to be realized.

			Revelation speaks of beginnings and declares God’s will, path, and means toward the glorious end of his ‘Plan of Restoration.’ That understanding, pertaining to mankind’s salvation, is our desired pursuit. We, “according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness” (King James Version, II Peter 3:13).* 

			Daniel stated, “And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things? And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end” (Daniel 12:8–9). That statement tells the reader that God allows revealed truth in time and season. This writer believes that ‘the time of the end’ draws near and the need to know is in season.

			The thundering of God’s ending statement to the Gentile world will be heard and felt. The message will be a God-ordained dispensing from heaven; a blended ‘authoritative’ and timely ‘stewardship’ of the mystery. At such a time of experiential knowing and revelation, we will stand in awe, fearing wonderfully lest we offend God. As saith the prophet of old: “. . . Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry” (Habakkuk 2:2, 3).

			Revelation truth will be made known and the actuality of the Revelation events, however surreal, will separate the wheat from the tares, and that by the disposition of the Angels. What remains will be the Church of which Christ is the head. Advancing truth is not a ‘deconstruct’ of the Christian faith. Quite to the contrary. If church entities are not inclined to hear and heed timely warnings, then, as per the principal, Jesus expressed: “Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled” (Luke 14:23). Blessed are they that are found in God’s right hand, taken out of that image of worldly civilizations and secured in the unto-eternal-life column. Yea, “Come out of her, my people, that we be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues” (Revelation 18:4).

		

	
		
			

			Introduction

			The Apostle writes: “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (II Peter 1:20–21).

			Prophecy speaks of God’s plan and intent. And, their fulfillment eludes carnal understanding. Only God and the heavenly host know the measure of God’s intent. “. . . King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see.” (I Timothy 6:15–16). That part which does extend to man is precious and it is divinely ‘dispensed.’ Such is the calling of the Prophet. To be so possessed by God is man’s highest calling and estate. 

			About one-third of the Bible is prophecy. That makes the Bible the most unique and treasured book on earth. Jude, verse 20, wrote, “But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost . . .” Being “in Christ” is that same estate as “praying in the Holy Ghost,” Revelation is a Book of God’s divine Word, gifted to Christ and then conveyed to his people. Ideally, the child of God meditates in Revelation, being “in the Holy Ghost.” Knowing this, “the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God” (I Corinthians 2:11). 

			Revelation is a book of prophecy. That being the fact, any commentary added to the study tends to be trivial by comparison. Statements inspired “in the Holy Ghost” are exceptional. Revelation gives us visions that are reflections of the ‘dispositional’ part. That is, more than mere physical phenomena understood by observation. This expositor keeps his commentary to a minimum. Thus, the writing does not qualify as a comprehensive commentary. Not by any means. Not by intention. We humbly desire to exalt the glory of the Revelation and encourage the reader toward contriteness of heart. “Blessed are they that morn: for they shall be comforted” (Matthew 5:4). The Revelation of restoration is truly a comfort to the believer.

			Progressing through Revelation, we will see the revealing of two bodies; an ‘outside the body of Christ,’ or false church, and an ‘in the body of Christ,’ or true church. Respectively, “he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name” versus those “having his Father’s name written in their foreheads” (Revelation 13:17, 14:1). That equates to the “thy (serpent) seed and her (woman) seed” (Genesis 3:15).

			False religion guides the masses and that is a ‘hell’ condition. To wit: “the great whore that sitteth upon many waters.” And, “The waters which thou saweth, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues” (Revelation 17:1, 15). Daniel 2:31–35 depicts the ungodly civilizations as a “great image.” The godly are admonished: “Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.” (Revelation 13:18).

		

	
		
			

			Chapter I

			FOUNDATIONAL

			“THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST” (Revelation 1:1). The Lord does allow the embrace of his “Word.” However, the required state is faith-believing. There is no place for pride or doubt. This is our humble confession. And, that is the Higher Ground toward ‘knowing.’ Please be encouraged in your faith. Resist giving up the search or relegating the matter to no-need-to-know. Turn aside from a worldly mindset and apply yourself to the prayerful study at hand. On the point of dedication and discipline, Jesus said, “The children of this world (like the unjust steward) are in their generation wiser than the children of light” (Luke 16:8). Paul stated, “And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they (the children of this world) do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible” (I Corinthians 9:25).

			There must not be a lifting-up of any writing or proponent of any school of thought. The mandate is to enter the room of “those which do hunger and thirst after righteousness,” and “him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word” (Matthew 5:6, Isaiah 66:2). It is our calling to be that “place” where Jesus rests his head. His house will be built, howbeit, in troublous times. The more clarion sound, or admonition, is that we search with our Holy Ghost, “Christ in you,” leading the way. We humbly confess that we are given passage only as being “made the righteousness of God in him” (Colossians 1:27, II Corinthians 5:21).

			THE UNVEILING OF REVELATION MYSTERIES WILL BE EMBRACED FIRST BY THE CHURCH. Necessary, greater understanding will be introduced into the Church during the three and one-half years preceding the ‘last hour.’ That will be the esoteric part, when the Lord works primarily, not exclusively, with his church ministry. That is a preparatory operation leading into the Latter Rain church operation. Call it the in-house phase, when the Church begins functioning more perfectly. Again, that three and one-half years will be the up-front season of the Latter Rain Gentile church operation. Thereafter, begins the season of three and one-half years dispensing of the fullness of the gifts of the ministry; the time of the Latter Rain concluding message to the Gentile age. The total being seven years. (The Early Rain comparable is the three and one-half years from Christ’s baptism till his crucifixion and the day of Pentecost. Then, forward from Pentecost, the three and one-half years of Early Rain ministry to the Jews concluded with the martyrdom of Stephen. That total also being seven years.)

			Revelation reveals the manner of exodus from the wrath of God and soon coming annihilation of first heaven and first earth; furthermore, transitioning into the new heaven and new earth. Jesus paid the price of redemption, his life’s blood, allowing for mankind’s at-one-ment with his creator. Jesus is our atonement. And, Revelation’s message of judgment and redemption was dispensed by way of John obediently recording the vision. The at-one-ment is vital in gaining the truth of the book of Revelation and our exodus from the wrath of God. The better part is that the ‘blessed’ are sacrificial, holiness unto the Lord and favored participants in his plan of the ages. The apostle Paul stated, “. . . Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God” (I Corinthians 2:9–11). Jesus is our atonement, with the right of citizenship into the estate of “in Christ Jesus,” even into “a new heaven and a new earth.”

			Fallen mankind has its worldview. That vision is sundry, varied, and “. . . seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12). Revelation’s understanding gives forth God’s prescription for life everlasting and the prophesied demise of man’s worldview. All that lives into eternity will walk according to the way of God; a faithful subscriber to Christ’s example. “But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life” (Romans 6:22). Speaking of the saints: “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him” (Ephesians 1:7–10).

			DANIEL 9:24 STATES, “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, (1) to finish the transgression, and (2) to make an end of sins, and (3) to make reconciliation for iniquity, and (4) to bring in everlasting righteousness, and (5) to seal up the vision and prophecy, and (6) to anoint the most Holy.” These six mentions were “determined,” on the cross, when Jesus said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). A seventh item was not mentioned. To wit: “the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began” (Acts 3:21). That part was not in the purview of Daniel’s prophesying. That part was sealed and awaits our time. To wit: The revealing and dispensing of the understanding of the book of Revelation: “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 1:1).

			The above fifth mention was “seal up the vision and prophecy.” Again, that was determined on the cross and the unveiling was held in reserve for the future time and season. The book of Revelation addresses the future, latter phase of God’s plan for the “restitution of all things.” Revelation 5:5 reads “the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.” The opening of the book and loosing of the seals progress as Christ’s life and sacrifice allowed. Thus, the revealing of end-time judgments and the message of restitution. Beginning with the fourth chapter of Revelation, John writes prophetically of a future privilege; future to John’s time but near future for this generation.

			God-ordained stewardship, or dispensing of truth, will equate to sacrifice. That is the nature of the mandate. Thus, we speak of the privilege of giving our lives, figuratively and literally, to declare the good news of the gospel. It is God who sits on the throne of heaven and dispenses all things that are righteous and good. The Revelation was God’s gift, or dispensing, to Christ. And, Christ was God’s gift to mankind. The Revelation is Christ’s gift to the Church.

			

			The book of Revelation portrays the end product of Christ’s role as Judge of all things. Earlier, the same writer John stated the words of Jesus: “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father” (John 5:22–23). Referencing judgment, Jude, verse 9, states, “Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.” Jesus’ life and sacrificial death were future to Michael’s contest with the devil. Jesus’ death on the cross did bruise the serpent’s head. He is God’s only Atonement for creature and creation. Jesus established God’s righteousness so that without his atonement there is no forgiveness. There is no ‘universal’ salvation and there is no liberal ‘umbrella’ of peace outside of Jesus Christ. “The vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to be bountiful” (Isaiah 32:5). The reader is encouraged to read Isaiah chapter 32.

			REGARDING THE TEXT: Revelation reads as a continuous revelatory event and a singular unbroken recording of that experience. While we reasonably consider the twenty-two-chapter volume of visions and discourse to be beyond anyone’s capacity of a one-time happening and reporting, there is no doubt God could have miraculously given John the capacity to see, hear, and write the Revelation from a one-time giving of the vision. Revelation is to be treated as one writing and should be embraced as one work. Confessing that, we do see the Vision being dispensed over a period of time. We note that chapter 4 begins with “After this . . .” Thus, a departure from addressing churches contemporary with John, thence forward, addressing future events. The question arises: Can that juncture also indicate a time break of John receiving and recording the vision, thus gaining the total in parts, as per a compilation? Whether the breaks are stated, or textually indicated, there is the likelihood that Revelation, in total, is a compilation. John received visions of the same event, repeated to him from different realms and at different times. Accordingly, this writing will incorporate jumping-ahead snippets as well as repetitions of Revelation Scripture. Obviously, same events would occupy the same time slot on a timeline.

			JESUS IS THE CHRIST OF GOD. Jesus Christ is the ever-present foundation of the book of Revelation. That understanding is to the glory of God. Christ existed before he was born of his earthly sojourn. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). God’s “Word” embodied Jesus Christ. In that sense, God’s ‘intent’ was the womb and symbolically the mother of Christ. Jesus was the first creation of God. As such, being created, God had ‘intent’ before the happening of his creation. From the beginning, Jesus was referred to as the ‘wisdom’ of the Father. See Proverbs 8. It depicts Christ and God’s good pleasure to reveal him as ‘man,’ thus manifesting himself to mankind; unto their salvation.

			REVELATION’S “SEALS” ARE GOD’S ORDERS, and their dispensing unto mankind resides with Christ. Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus is the “Alpha and Omega” of prophecy. So being, past and ongoing, Jesus continues ever-present with the Father. That is Christ’s estate; ever-present with the Father. Christ is the Son of God and he is ‘resident’ as family. Restating the premises: God is omnipresent and his “Word,” plan, and intent are likewise omnipresent. The precious gift of knowing God’s “Word” lifts Jesus higher. The more we understand the glory of the mystery, the more we love and revere our Lord and Savior. He is God manifest to mankind. Jesus is Lord and he is our savior and soon-coming King. Revelation is God’s prophesied plan. Prophecy, being a ‘statement’ of God’s intent, and Christ, being the ‘fulfillment’ of God’s intent, together, is a perfect unity. To wit: “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Revelation 19:10).

		

	
		
			

			Chapter II

			SIMILITUDES AND PATTERNS

			APPLICABLE COMPARABLES facilitate the interpreting of Revelation. These are revelatory, necessary, and best embraced from the onset of the study. Consider them as prerequisites toward understanding the timeline, events, and even the mindset of the Lord as set forth in the book of Revelation. These are given early on and not in a glossary or addendum. Related thoughts are included with their mention. ‘Related thoughts’ are jumping-ahead snippets touching facts that are expounded upon later in the text; often prefaced with the notation ‘to wit.’

			Similitudes and patterns are the beginning body of our study of Revelation.

			SIMILITUDE: INCLUSIVE IN THE SEVENTH IS SEVEN. The capture of Jericho related in the book of Joshua, chapter 6, gives us the principle of the seventh being seven. “Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of Israel: none went out, and none came in. And the LORD said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valor. And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days. And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams’ horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight before him” (Joshua 6:1–5).

			Joshua and company compassed the city six times with a day’s separation. That occupied six days. The seventh day they marched around the city seven times, the trumpets sounded and with a shout, the walls fell. A bold, fearless, and unerring resolve was demonstrated in the event of Jericho. That is noteworthy. It shows the Spirit and flavor of Revelation’s prophesied seventh Angel, seventh seal, dispensing seven thunders and seven vials.

			To wit: Revelation, chapters 5 and 6, show the opening of the six seals occurring in the time frame of six, almost seven years. Call it six plus. The ‘plus’ being the time of the final Gentile world war, the Rapture, and the dispersing of the remanent church. The seventh seal, trumpeted, will occupy seven and one-half years, and will be the season of the seven thunders declaring the seven vials of his wrath. This is the third woe of the declaration: “Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound” (Revelation 8:13). Again; Revelation reveals that the “seventh,” being seven, is the “third woe,” the time and season of the wrath of God; seven thunders and seven vials.

			SIMILITUDE: ABRAHAM, ISAAC, ELIEZER, HEBRON, AND SARAH’S TENT. Hebron was the dwelling place of Abraham and Sarah at the time Isaac took Rebekah into his mother’s tent, signifying a marriage event. “And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife (Genesis 24:67). This was subsequent to Abraham sending his servant, believed to be Eliezer, to “. . . go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac” (Genesis 23:4).

			Abraham is likened to God and Isaac is likened to his son Jesus Christ. Eliezer is likened to the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit facilitated the union. The applicable New Testament Scripture is: “As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14). Hebron is likened unto heaven where the marriage takes place. The events at Sarah’s tent, in Hebron, is likened to Christ’s union with his bride in heaven.

			To wit: “The marriage of the Lamb is come” (Revelation 19:7). The marriage supper of the Lamb is a grand celebratory event. It occupies seven and one-half years. It is a definitive dispensing of God’s glorious plan and intent. It is a dispensation, however brief, and it occupies a season and it is a perfect reflection of his “Word,” dispensed in completeness to the Elect of God. The marriage supper event elevates her from “man child” to her later-revealed status of “the bride, the Lamb’s wife” (Revelation 12:5, 21:9).

			Touching a great truth, Sarah’s tent is likened unto Heavenly Jerusalem, “the mother of us all” (Galatians 4:26). The whole matter conforms to God’s divine plan. And, in context, “Thou art worthy, O LORD, to receive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created” (Revelation 4:11).

			SIMILITUDE: DAVID’S REIGN AND CHRIST’S REIGN. Concerning the prophesied Christ, Isaiah 9:7 states, “Of the increase if his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of host will perform this.” The New Testament affirms the same prophecy by the mouth of the angel Gabriel, “And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the LORD GOD shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 1:30–33).

			David is a type of Christ. This principal understanding is generally recognized, and it is primary, even as a similitude applied in the timeline reckoning in the book of Revelation.

			SIMILITUDE: THE DETAIL REGARDING DAVID’S REIGN. David reigned forty years. The first seven and one-half years of his reign was in Hebron. It is recognized, and duly noted, that those seven and one-half years were inclusive of his forty-year reign. “David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months: and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah” (II Samuel 5:4, 5).

			

			To wit: Revelation treats Christ’s reign as a millennial rule of one thousand years, or the seventh day. The initiation of this beginning is noted by the catching away, or rapture, being the first resurrection. “And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them” (Revelation 11:12).

			Revelation 11:14–15 announces Christ’s reign thus: “The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly. And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.”

			King David’s forty-year reign began with the seven-and-one-half year reign in Hebron. Hebron equates to heaven; that being a true similitude, we can affirm Christ’s reign begins with “ascended up to heaven,” the Rapture. Thus begins the millennial reign of Christ and the seven- and-one-half year marriage supper of the Lamb.

			The rapture, beginning the seven-and-one-half year in heaven with those caught-away saints, initiates the time of the third woe mentioned earlier in Revelation 11:14; concurrently, the time of the marriage supper of the Lamb in heaven. It is on the front end of Christ’s one-thousand-year day of the Lord. To wit: “. . . They lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years” (Revelation 20:4). It is the time of the seventh seal and the seventh angel; the thundering from heaven of seven vials of plagues poured into the earth. The Armageddon ‘war event’ marks the ending of the third woe, being the seventh vial; the seventh of seven. Repeating: Thunders denote that the matter is issued from heaven into the earth. The seven thunders declare that the seven vials, the wrath of God, are ordered of God. ‘Armageddon’ may be understood to be a protracted seven-and-one-half year dispensing of seven thunders and seven vials, concurrent with the gathering for the war ‘event.’ Again, the Armageddon ‘war event’ marks the end, when Christ takes occupancy of Jerusalem, concluding the time of the marriage supper of the Lamb. The Armageddon ‘war event’ is the conclusion, happening seven and one-half years into the millennium, seventh day. (Obviously, this interpretation lends itself to a pre-tribulation rapture.)

			PATTERN: THE EARLY RAIN AND LATTER RAIN COMPARABLE. The Early Rain church narrative, in the overview, started with the birth of Christ. The timeline starts with John the Baptist baptizing Jesus in Jordan. John was of the Law and served as the ‘Transition Prophet.’ His ministry facilitated the transition from ‘Law’ to ‘Grace.’ Jesus was the ‘fulfilling of the Law’ from his birth, and he was of Divine Origin, so that he was not born under any semblance of the curse of sin. We know that the Law “. . . was added because of transgressions” (Galatians 3:19). The point being: The time of innocence, freedom from sin and the Law, started with Jesus’ birth. In an esoteric sense, Grace was actuated at his baptism in Jordan. John the Baptist said, “He must increase, but I must decrease. He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all” (John 3:30–31). Jesus’ shed blood on Calvary, then Pentecost, caused that “the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men” (Titus 2:11). Thus began the three and one-half years, exoteric, Early Rain.

			To wit: The Latter Rain dispensation is on the horizon. As stated earlier, the beginning three and one-half years is the esoteric, in-house, operation when Christ reveals himself to a select few. This writer sees that ‘select’ being seven principal persons. apostles of Christ. Going forward, many believers are chosen, oriented, and acclimated toward a more perfect Church operation. Then, the initiation of the exoteric church operation. Some think that juncture will be marked by a Latter Rain ‘Pentecost’ event. Thus, the comparable to the Early Rain; three and one-half years in-house operation, and then, Pentecost initiated the three and one-half years message, witness, to the Jewish world.

			PATTERN: THE EARLY CHURCH DISPENSATION was spiritually profited by the ongoing giving of detailed truth. It was dispensed according to the principle of ‘stewardship.’ The apostle John ends his Gospel with the statement, “And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen” (John 21:25). John sees an open door for further expression pertaining to the things not recorded. And, the second witness did further expound on the Gospel. As saith Hebrews 2:3; “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord (first witness), and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him (second witness).” 

			To wit: Pertaining to the study of Revelation, this is a baseline principle that says the Gospel is meant to be an increasing revelation in the hearts of believers. Understanding this: New growth will not compromise the fact that his Church is “. . . built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief Cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:20).

			PATTERN: EARLY AND LATTER WITNESS; LIKE FEARS AND LIKE PASSIONS. “The fear of the Lord” (Isaiah 11:2) is one of the seven spirits of God. Fearing, lest we fail to “built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief corner stone” (Ephesians 2:20). An end-time ministry innately fears God, with the like-fear peculiar to the watchman on the wall: “So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me . . . if thou doest not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand” (Ezekiel 33:7–8).

			PATTERN: THE INCIDENT OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN; THE FALL AND RAMIFICATIONS. First things first: Adam and Eve were deceived in their ‘pride of life,’ the mother of all sin. The result was the breach of their Spirit-spirit communion with God. That action spawned ‘enmity,’ the mother of all curses. Fundamentally, enmity is ‘death’ and causal for war, pestilence, and famine. And, God will use war, pestilence, and famine to purge mankind of sin. Adam and Eve fell further to yielding to their unhinged psyche to the lust of the flesh. Anything not Spirit-spirit connected will gravitate to being a flesh-driven psyche, soul. They were disobedient. Their will ceased being subject to God’s will. The penalty was a loss of God-given dominion, including both the plant and animal kingdoms; micro and macro. The result: pestilence and famine. Revelation reveals this phenomenon.

			To wit: The book of Revelation is the story of the undoing of Adam’s world. That equates to “the first heaven and the first earth were passed away” (Revelation 21:1). This comparable is pertinent because the book of Revelation is God’s judgment for sin and his prescription for redemption and restoration. These things are in the hand of the rider of the white horse. That is Christ, who is the head of the Church, whose officiation declares these things to mankind. That is the Lord’s doing. That ‘phenomenon,’ and declaration is given for the Church’s dispensing unto the earth. It is an integral part of the Church’s three-and-one-half year Latter Rain message. That is, the dispensation of the four horses, the first four seals opened in heaven, and then trumpeted into the earth. Christ rides the white horse and he has right of judgment. The red horse being war. The black horse being famine, and the pale horse being pestilence and death.

			PATTERN: THE TABERNACLE IN THE WILDERNESS. During the time of Moses and the Law, the tabernacle was an “in the world . . . not of the world” estate. It was God’s prescription for the salvation of fallen mankind. And, like Eden, it was that place of communion between Creator and creature. The tabernacle in the wilderness shows us three compartments. The Holiest, the Holy Place, and the Courts. Likewise, the book of Revelation shows us three realms. First, the highest realm, or third heaven, where God and the heavenlies emanate forth. The second realm is what can be termed God’s will be done in earth. Presently, it is the second heaven, Church realm. A heavenly place. Third and lastly, the first heaven realm. Revelation terms this last realm as ‘first heaven and the first earth.’ It is the earth and its civilizations. Like the body, soma, it is not definitively good or evil. The tabernacle in the wilderness shows us three compartments. Respectively, the Holiest, the Holy Place, and the Courts.

			Regarding this pattern: It is helpful if the reader has an understanding of Spirit, Soul, and Body. The principal is stated early on in Scripture. “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul” (Genesis 2:7). The “breath of life” equates to spirit. “Living soul” is clearly stated; soul. And, “dust of the earth” equates to the body. Being formed of the dust of the ground and given the breath of life were both the gift of God. That is why Paul said in I Corinthians 6:20, “. . . Glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” As pertaining to this thought; water baptism and Spirit baptism are freely given as were the dust of the ground and the breath of life. When Moses penned the statement “became a living soul,” he reveals a thinking person who acts according to the individual’s intent. That ‘ownership’ is ordained of God. He has what we term ‘free moral agency.’ The soul is where the fire burns. So being, the baptism of fire pertains to the soul or individuality; mind, will, emotions. When the Spirit is in the lead and the individual’s spirit is Spirit-spirit connected, that Holy Ghost-led person is perfected as per God’s intent. The Holy Ghost facilitates the overcoming process. The fire burns; purging and perfecting.

			To wit: The mind is renewed, the will is submitted, and the emotions move from fleshly to fruits of the spirit. Interestingly, Acts 2:3 states, “. . . Cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.” Clearly, they were ‘initiates’ into the baptism of fire. There is plausible argument that the baptism of the Holy Ghost and the baptism of Fire are ‘effectually’ one baptism. That is only true in the life of a person who is obedient to the mandate of Spirit-led fire baptism purging of sin.

			Restating the premise: Baptisms are brought into the discussion as a connected fact. Water baptism pertains to the body and it is a physical act (Courts). Spirit baptism is a spirit phenomenon (Holiest). Fire baptism is the purging, new-man phenomenon of renewing the mind, submission of the will, and emotional change from works of the flesh to fruits of the Spirit (Holy Place).
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