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“We have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways; we refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God.”

2 Corinthians 4:2-4, RSV2CE.
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“But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of stress. For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, inhuman, implacable, slanderers, profligates, fierce, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding the form of religion but denying the power of it. Avoid such people.”

2 Timothy 3:1-5, RSV2CE.

The rapid moral decline of our societies and the current chaos in our world are showing us the signs of the times, and these are certainly the end times of our humanity. Unfortunately, for many people, this statement is ridiculous and unfounded because they are not close to God.

Pat Higgins (2025) in his article Will Deceive Many (Part One) maintained that ‘corruption today affects every part of society, including the media, schools, government, science, religion, courts, and even elections. Institutions reflect the people in them. As leaders and people become corrupt, the systems they influence also become corrupt. These systems take on the character of the people in them. This corruption has also seeped into every form of communication, making it harder to recognize the truth’. 

As a result, the author continued – ‘we can no longer take what we see, read, or hear at face value. Speaking about the signs of the end of the age, in Matthew 24:3-4, Jesus warned His disciples saying, “Take heed that no one deceives you.” As a result, spiritual blindness is a great danger for many unbelievers’ who are not willing to wake up from their spiritual slumber. Ignoring these urgent warnings to awaken puts all of us in grave danger due to the many distractions and spiritual complacency that characterize our current world. 

Higgins (2025) concluded that ‘the distractions of this world are not accidental - they are deliberate tools Satan uses to pull us away from God. His goal is to devour us by separating us from God and stealing the promises of our calling (I Peter 5:8). To defend against this, we must build a strong, daily relationship with God and set clear priorities (Matthew 6:33). Our time and energy should reflect God’s will, not the world’s values’ (Forerunner, ‘Prophecy Watch,’.cgg.org).

In Christian theology, atonement has been defined as the reconciliation of God and humankind through Jesus Christ. For an individual, it involves moral reformation and transformation through repentance to submit at all times to the will of God on this earth. In the 16th century, medieval Latin adunamentum or atonement denoted ‘unity or reconciliation, especially between God and man’.
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“For in him all the fulness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. And you, who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him, provided that you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which has been preached to every creature under heaven.”

Colossians 1:19-23, RSV2CE.

In His sixth beatitude, (Matthew 5:8) Jesus directly connected the purity of your heart with your ability to recognize truth and comprehend God affirming: “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God ”.

The pure in heart are those who act with integrity and serve the Lord unselfishly. In biblical terms, the heart is the hidden center of the person where one's thoughts, words, actions, and emotions are said to originate. A pure heart is undefiled by evil and lustful thoughts and finds its true treasure in heaven. In eternity, the pure in heart will see God as the angels do even now. (Ignatius Catholic Bible Study New Testament, RSV2CE).

In the New Testament, Jesus often spoke in parables, which required spiritual clarity to understand them. He explained to His disciples that the ability to comprehend these truths was a gift: “The knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them” (Matthew 13:11). This highlights the role of divine revelation in providing clarity (Purity and Clarity, biblehub.com).

In His teachings, Jesus was clear on the importance of the purity of our hearts. In Mark 7:14-23 we read that he called the people to him again, and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand, there is nothing outside a man which by going into him can defile him, but the things which come out of a man are what defile him’. And when he had entered the house, and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable. And he said to them, ‘Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a man from outside cannot defile him, since it enters, not his heart but his stomach, and so passes on?’ (Thus, he declared all foods clean). And he said, ‘What comes out of a man is what defiles a man. For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, fornication, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a man."

‘The Apostle Paul also emphasizes purity in the life of a believer. In his letters, he frequently calls Christians to live pure and blameless lives, reflecting the holiness of God. In Philippians 4:8, Paul encourages believers to focus on pure things. The Apostle Paul frequently prayed for clarity for the believers. In Ephesians 1:17-18, he writes, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in your knowledge of Him. I ask that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know the hope of His calling and the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints”. This prayer reflects the desire for believers to have a clear understanding of their faith and calling’ (Purity and Clarity, biblehub.com).
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“How can a young man keep his way pure?
By guarding his heart according to thy word.”
Psalm 119:9, RSVCE.

The pursuit of purity is often seen as a means of spiritual growth, leading to a deeper understanding of oneself and the world around us. 

‘In the biblical context, purity often refers to the state of being free from sin or moral corruption. It is a quality that God desires in His people, both in their hearts and actions. Purity is not only about external actions but also about the condition of the heart. Purity is closely linked to the concept of sanctification, the process by which believers are made holy through the work of the Holy Spirit’ (Purity and Clarity. biblehub.com).

Holiness, which is transcendent purity permeates every aspect, every attribute, of God-life. Holy essentially means ‘set apart,’ but it also carries with it the sense of ‘different,’ which helps explain why a person or thing is set apart. Holy also has the sense of cleanliness or of being undefiled (John W. Ritenbaugh, The Offerings of Leviticus (Part Five): The Peace Offering, Sacrifice, and Love. Forerunner, ‘Personal’).

Many spiritual traditions believe that purity, whether of heart, mind, or soul, is a prerequisite for comprehending higher truths or having a direct experience of God or the divine. 

There is a connection between purity of heart, of body, and of faith. Purity of heart allows us to know the truth, understand what we believe and to love God with an undivided heart and body. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (noted as CCC) states that “Ongoing purification of the heart demands prayer, the practice of chastity, purity of intention and purity of vision. The struggle against carnal sin involves purifying the heart and practicing temperance. Purity of heart will enable us to see God; it enables us even now to see things according to God” (CCC 2520, 2532, 2530, 2533, 2531).

Clarity in the biblical sense often pertains to the understanding and discernment of God's will and truth. It involves the ability to perceive spiritual truths clearly and to live by them. The Bible frequently speaks of the importance of having spiritual clarity, which is granted by God through His Word and the Holy Spirit. Clarity is also essential for discerning truth from falsehood. In 1 John 4:1, believers are instructed to “test the spirits to see whether they are from God”. This requires spiritual clarity to distinguish between true and false teachings. The Holy Spirit plays a crucial role in providing this clarity, as Jesus promised in John 16:13  that the Spirit would guide believers into all truth (Purity and Clarity. biblehub.com).
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