

  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      CHICKEN NECK OF WB  (INDIA’S STRATEGIC LIFELINE)

    

    
      First edition. August 5, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Pradip Kumar Ray.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8231865109

    

    
    
      Written by Pradip Kumar Ray.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Copyright Page

Chicken Neck of WB  (India’s Strategic Lifeline)

Chapter Summary

Chapter 1: Introduction

Chapter 2: Geography and Physical Landscape

Chapter 3: Historical Evolution and Colonial Legacy

Chapter 4: Demographic Composition and Cultural Mosaic

Chapter 5: The Siliguri Corridor in Global Geopolitics – The Thin Line Between Peace and Peril

Chapter 6: Socio-Economic Fabric of the Region – The Chicken Neck Corridor Beyond Strategy

Chapter 7: Ethnic Diversity and Cultural Fusion

Chapter 8: Infrastructure and Connectivity

Chapter 9: Security Challenges and Cross-Border Concerns

Chapter 10: India-China-Bhutan Trijunction: The Doklam Factor

Chapter 11: Ecological Importance and Environmental Challenges

Chapter 12: The Role of the Chicken’s Neck in India’s Act East Policy

Chapter 13: Disaster Preparedness and Resilience in the Siliguri Corridor

Chapter 14: Future Prospects and Policy Recommendations for the Siliguri Corridor

Chapter 15: Conclusion – Safeguarding the Artery of Unity

Sign up for Pradip Kumar Ray's Mailing List

Further Reading: Divine Echoes: The Living God of Today (The Sacred Prabachans of Baba Premananda Ji Maharaj)

Also By Pradip Kumar Ray


Chicken Neck of WB 

(India’s Strategic Lifeline)

​

Pradip Kumar Ray

Acknowledgement

Writing a book is never a solitary journey. It is a collaborative endeavor, woven together by the support, encouragement, and insight of many individuals—some known intimately and others who influence quietly from afar. As I place the final period in this manuscript, I am overwhelmed with gratitude to all those who stood by me during the conception, research, and completion of “Chicken Neck of WB (India’s Strategic Lifeline).”

First and foremost, I offer my deepest thanks to the Almighty, whose grace and guidance lit my path during this intellectual and emotional expedition. Without divine blessings, this work would never have come to fruition.

To PKRBUR PUBLICATION, I extend my heartfelt appreciation. Your unwavering belief in the relevance and urgency of this subject gave me the courage to write boldly and with purpose. Your professional commitment, editorial patience, and creative inputs have played an instrumental role in shaping this book into its final form.

To my family—your endless encouragement, sacrifices, and faith have been my pillar of strength. Your understanding during long hours of writing, travel, and research kept me grounded. Every page of this book carries the silent imprint of your love.

I am also profoundly grateful to the researchers, local officials, army veterans, academics, and field experts who generously shared their knowledge, time, and personal experiences. Their contributions brought authenticity and depth to the narrative. In particular, my sincere thanks to those stationed in and around the Siliguri Corridor, whose lived insights helped me perceive the region not just as a geographical space but as a living organism of culture, vulnerability, and strategic weight.

Special acknowledgment must go to the librarians, archivists, and custodians of public records who facilitated my research with such generosity and attention. Their dedication to preserving history and making it accessible is both humbling and inspiring.

To the early readers of the manuscript—your constructive feedback helped me refine my thoughts, broaden my scope, and stay committed to accuracy and balance. A special mention must go to the manuscript reviewer, whose detailed and thoughtful evaluation further strengthened the final draft.

I also thank my friends and colleagues in academia, journalism, and public service who sparked many of the ideas that eventually found their way into these chapters. Our discussions over cups of tea, across emails and phone calls, added depth to this work.

Finally, I owe a quiet debt to the resilient people of North Bengal and the Northeastern states, whose stories, struggles, and unwavering spirit form the very soul of this book. It is my hope that this work contributes, even in a small way, to a broader understanding of the region’s strategic importance and its rightful place in India’s national consciousness.

With deepest gratitude,

Pradip Kumar Ray (Author)

Surrender

With folded hands and a humbled heart, I offer this book, “Chicken Neck of WB (India’s Strategic Lifeline),” as a token of my devotion to Mother India and the people who stand guard over her borders with unflinching resolve. This work is not a display of my intellect, but a modest offering of my gratitude—an act of surrender to the soil that inspires sacrifice, resilience, and unity. I surrender this book at the feet of Bharat Mata, our eternal motherland, whose geography is not merely marked by boundaries on a map, but by the soul of every Indian who breathes in her freedom and walks her sacred land. The Chicken Neck, that narrow yet powerful corridor in North Bengal, is one such sacred artery. It beats with the pulse of the nation, holding together our Northeast with the rest of India—against time, tension, and threat. To the brave soldiers who patrol the corridor, to the families who live with the shadow of uncertainty yet smile in the face of adversity, and to the silent sentinels of security and culture who preserve the integrity of our borders—I surrender this work as a tribute. You are the unsung verses in the national anthem of our unity. To the divine, who governs the cosmos with unseen hands, I surrender every word that has been written in this book. May any error be forgiven, and may any wisdom found herein serve the greater good. I am but an instrument, and this work is a consequence of grace, not merit.

May this book contribute to deeper awareness, informed discourse, and a stronger resolve among fellow Indians to cherish and protect the strategic lifelines of our country. May it remind us that often, in narrow places, lies the widest meaning of patriotism.  —Pradip Kumar Ray

Permission & Copyright

No part of this book may be copied, translated, or reproduced in any form without the written permission of the author. Failure to comply with this condition will result in appropriate legal action. While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors, omissions, or damages arising from the use of the information contained within.

This book has been published with diligent efforts to ensure that the content is free from errors, following the author’s approval. However, both the author and publisher disclaim any liability for any loss, damage, or disruption caused by errors or omissions, whether due to negligence, accident, or any other cause.

While every effort has been made to avoid mistakes or omissions, this book is sold on the understanding that neither the author, publishers, nor printers shall be held liable to any person for any neither errors nor omissions in the content or for actions taken nor advice rendered based on the material. In the case of any defect in printing or binding, the publisher's liability is limited to the replacement of the defective copy with another available copy.

Pradip Kumar Ray
First Edition: June 02, 2025
Copyright © 2025 Pradip Kumar Ray
All Rights Reserved

—Publisher, Author & Imprinter.

Preface

The Chicken Neck of West Bengal, formally known as the Siliguri Corridor, is one of India’s most geopolitically sensitive and strategically significant territories. Stretching only about 20 to 22 kilometers at its narrowest point, this slender strip of land connects mainland India to its eight northeastern states. Despite its limited geographical expanse, the Chicken Neck is a lifeline, a bridge, and a potential flashpoint all at once—deserving of far more attention than it has historically received.

This book, “Chicken Neck of WB (India’s Strategic Lifeline),” emerges from a deep concern for the nuanced realities of this region—its complex geography, layered history, vibrant demography, cultural diversity, and vital importance in India’s national security and development matrix. As an author with a deep-rooted interest in Indian history, strategic affairs, and regional studies, I felt a pressing need to delve into this overlooked yet crucial frontier of India. The objective of this book is to comprehensively document and analyze the Chicken Neck region—not merely from a defense or administrative perspective, but as a living, breathing ecosystem teeming with people, cultures, dreams, and challenges.

The Chicken Neck is not only a critical military and economic artery but also a zone of human resilience and multicultural coexistence. It stands at the intersection of four nations—India, Nepal, Bhutan, and China—and within its narrow frame, it holds stories of migration, colonial legacy, cultural convergence, insurgency, and national integration. The region’s strategic fragility is matched only by its social vitality.

Through fifteen detailed chapters, this book explores the geographical realities, historical evolution, economic conditions, socio-cultural dynamics, and strategic imperatives of the region. I have attempted to weave together factual narratives with analytical insight, to present a multidimensional portrait of this land. Each chapter has been written with the aim of offering both academic rigor and public readability, hoping to serve policymakers, students, scholars, and every curious citizen alike.

This work would not have been possible without the encouragement and support of PKRBUR PUBLICATION, whose commitment to intellectual inquiry and regional scholarship made this publication a reality. Their unwavering belief in the relevance of this subject has greatly inspired me throughout the writing process.

I also owe my gratitude to the many voices—local residents, administrators, historians, and defense analysts—whose insights and lived experiences have enriched this book. The Chicken Neck is more than a corridor; it is a testimony to India’s unity in diversity, a frontier that stands vigilant against division, and a mirror that reflects both our vulnerabilities and strengths as a nation.

I humbly present this work with the hope that it deepens understanding, encourages discourse, and adds value to the ongoing dialogue about India’s northeastern connectivity, border policies, and regional development strategies.

With reverence for the land and its people,

Pradip Kumar Ray (Author)

The First Impression of the Manuscript Reader

As the manuscript reader assigned to review “Chicken Neck of WB (India’s Strategic Lifeline)”, I approached the text with both curiosity and professional rigor. The title itself was striking—evocative of urgency and strategic relevance. In India’s complex geopolitical landscape, the Siliguri Corridor, or the "Chicken Neck", has long been acknowledged in defense circles, but rarely has it been explored with the comprehensiveness and cultural sensitivity that this manuscript offers.

From the very first chapter, the author's voice is clear and grounded, combining scholarly depth with an accessible narrative. Pradip Kumar Ray does not merely chronicle geography and history; he brings the region alive—its lush landscapes, its people, its vulnerabilities, and its significance as a conduit of national unity. His writing exhibits both passion and precision, hallmarks of a researcher who has lived with the subject long enough to see it from every angle.

What struck me most profoundly during the initial reading was the emotional gravity with which the author treats the region—not just as a physical corridor, but as a soul-line connecting diverse cultures, histories, and aspirations. It is rare to find such a blend of military-strategic insight and socio-cultural empathy in the same work. Each chapter builds carefully upon the last, offering a layered understanding—from topography and demography to international relations and developmental aspirations.

The manuscript is not merely informative—it is timely. With ongoing concerns about border security, regional isolation, and infrastructural bottlenecks in the Northeast, this book fills a critical gap in literature. The references are robust, the analyses are well-reasoned, and the narrative arc is coherent and compelling. There is an evident effort to balance academic tone with public intelligibility—making it suitable not only for policy experts and students of geopolitics but also for general readers who wish to understand a lesser-known but vital part of India.

My first impression is one of deep appreciation. This manuscript is not just a book; it is a strategic document cloaked in literary form. It reflects a patriotic sense of duty, an urgency for awareness, and a reverence for the people who live in and around the Chicken Neck. The author’s voice carries both authority and humility—inviting readers into a dialogue rather than preaching from a distance.

In my professional opinion, this work deserves not only publication but active promotion. It is poised to contribute meaningfully to national discourse, especially in areas of defense planning, regional integration, and cultural awareness.

– Manuscript Reader's Review
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In English: 1) How to Write Banking Letters (For Bankers & Customers) More than 120 Relevant sample letters. 2) How to Write an Email (Ethics, Examples & Samples of Emails).3) GENERAL APTITUDE ( CSIR Net-Previous Q & A with explanation and hint to solve) 4) Certificate Examination of Business Correspondent 5) MCQ with Answers for BC & BF Examination 6) Certificate Examination for Debt Recovery Agent of IIBF 7) Secrets of Motivation & Inspiration 8) How to Improve Your Mental Strength 9) Totally Free Best Private Hospitals in India 10) The Story of a Little-Known Indian Worshiper of Humanity 11) Unpopular but Attracting with Historical Interest Tourist Place in Bardhhaman. 12) ‘Corona’ in Imagination, Troll & Mimes. 13) Short Stories and Tales 14) How Human Qualities Awakening Possible which Ignites Light in the Heart 15) Karna & Ekalavya – The Untold Story of the Mahabharata 16) Transform Your Thinking, Transform Your Life 17) Unknown Facts Of Epic Ramayana 18) Ekalavya – The Untold Story of the Mahabharata19) Overcoming Adversity: A Journey of Love and Resilience 20) Meg’s Mission: Pushing the Boundaries of Healthcare 21) Ideas to develop a multi-user Portable medical devise related to blood for use at home by beginners and Researchers 22) How to Prepare Delicious Recipes for Every Occasion, The Bengali Bites 23) The Inner Light Reflections(Compassion, Resilience, Empathy) 24) Perseverance: The Key to Unlocking Your Potential 25) More than a Hundred Inventing Ideas on Microfluidics 26) Awakening Your Inner Drive: The Power of Motivation, Inspiration, and Consciousness 27) The Lost Planet 28) Unleashing the Power of Supreme Energy 29 )Folding Space: The Quest for Three-Dimensional Folding 30)From Despair to Triumph: A Tale of Courage and Hope 31) The Unseen Hero (A Journey of Self-Discovery) 32) AI Magic: Free Tools for Perfecting Your Images (A Step-By-Step Guide) 33 )The Untold Story of Karna: A Tale of Perseverance and Determination 33) Dad Means–Mom Means—34) Fundamentals of IT 35) How to do Your Life as much as Simple 36) Step By Step Guide (INB,CDM & ATM of Axis Bank) 37) Step By Step Guide (INB,CDM & ATM of SBI) 38) Durgapujor Prakkale 39) Step by Step Guide: SBI Credit Card 40) Step By Step Guide: SBI Internet Banking 41) Keys to Success: Lessons for Reaching Goals and Overcoming Challenges 42)Krishna: The Paradoxical and Complex Character in the Mahabharata 43) Comparative Analysis of Six World-Famous Ancient Epics 44) Journey to Ancient Greece: Discovering the Iliad and Odyssey 45) Echoes of the North: Kalevala Rediscovered 46) Digital Banking Ready Reference for Customer 47) A Comprehensive Guide on IBPS Preli Clerk Exam, 48) NEET Exam: Biology Mastering Concepts with 1200+ MCQs & Answers 49) Indian Economy and Indian Financial System (IE & IFS) 50)Competitive Examination of Railways: Unlocking Your Path to a Rewarding Career,51)Comparative Analysis of Six World-Famous Ancient Epics 52) Beyond the Horizon: Unveiling Motivation, Awakening Light, and the Journey of Conscious Empathy 53) Principles & Practices of Banking (PPB) 54) Accounting and Financial Management for Bankers (AFM) 55) Retail Banking and Wealth Management (RBM) 56) JAIIB ALL IN ONE 57) Timeless Teaching of the Bhagbad Gita on Human Psychology 58) Exploring the Theatrical and Cinematic Worlds of Ramayana 59) The Divine Threads (Krishna's Influence in the Mahabharata) 60) The Mahabharata and Its Significance in Contemporary Society 61) Basics of Information Technology 62) Legends of Ramayana: A Timeless Epic 63) BC & BF Exam Prep: Multiple Choice Questions with Answers 64) Aspire, Achieve, Inspire - A Journey to Fulfilling Dreams 65) Scrolls of Health : Exploring Ancient Medical
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