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TO MY FRIEND BRUCE for his time-consuming efforts in editing this book. 

Paul tells Timothy (2 Timothy 3:16, ESV); “all scripture is God breathed” and in Genesis 2:7 we read; “God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being”. If the followers of Jesus inhale the God breathed scriptures their souls will truly abound with life. This book sets out to inspire Christians to believe God at his word.
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I once did live, in Can-a-da

Her cousin came there, from afar.

I said my man, she’s pretty sweet

Soon we were wed, and then did fleet

To our home, New Zee-a-land

For beaches here, have golden sand

My wife announces, little feet

We have a son, how elite

Work in Scotland, now is best

And soon we were, but further blest

A boy, a girl, together came

Our quiver full, it was no game

But blest we are, and no more roam

And love the place, we do call home

All too soon, our arrows flit

To manage, fly and swim a bit

For further grand ones, we do hope

And pray they too, may learn to cope

So now we have, more time to rest

And truly see, how God has blest

A family, all so versed in Him

Not all battles, did we win

But always He, was near at hand

Walking too, on golden sand

––––––––
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Dedicated to my wife Julie,
and our arrows Bentley, Joseph and Roberta
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Introduction - 
What is it about the Bible?
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The word 'Bible' comes from the Greek and Latin words which mean 'books' and 'the book'. The Bible is a collection of books as well as a single book. Thousands of other books have been written about the Bible over the years. This book however is not written about the Bible but what is it, about the Bible.

Very few, in any country around the world, would deny having heard of the Bible. Many millions would claim to have read it or at least read a chapter or two, some perhaps when passing time while enduring a seemingly uninteresting sermon. Others have made it their life’s work to study every word in it and to delve into the depth of the meaning of each verse. In contrast there are some who have made it their sole ambition to discredit the Bible. While others who perhaps may have never actually held a copy of it, claim it to be a complete work of fiction with zero relevance in today’s world.

The statistics around the Bible are staggering; Statistic Brain has compiled the following interesting list of Bible Statistics and facts: 1

	
Number of total Bibles printed (mid 2016)


	
6,001,500,000



	
Approximate number of languages spoken

in the world today


	
6,900



	
Number of translations into new languages

currently in progress


	
1,300



	
Number of languages with a translation of

the New Testament


	
1,185



	
Number of languages with a translation of 

the Bible (Protestant Canon)


	
451



	
Total Books in the King James Bible


	
66



	
Total Number of Authors in the Bible


	
40



	
Years it took to write the Bible


	
1,600



	
Total Chapters in the King James Bible


	
1,189



	
Number of verses in the King James Bible


	
31,102



	
Total Words in the King James Bible


	
788,258




Sales and ownership:

The annual sales figures for the Bible are between $425m and $650m, repeatedly – year after year – it dwarfs the sales of all other books. Gideons International reports it gives away a Bible every second. The Bible is now available all or in part in 2,426 languages, covering 95% of the world's population.

The Economist estimates more than 100m new Bibles are printed every year.2. They also point out that in 2005 the number of Bibles sold in the US alone was conservatively estimated at 25 million and Barna Group research indicates that 92% of all American households have at least one Bible and typically own three.3

By comparison the hugely popular Harry Potter seven book series has sold only 400 million copies total. Mao’s book of quotations is believed to have sold over 900 million total copies since 1966, and the Koran which became popular in recent years has sold an estimated 800 million copies in total.3 Saudi Arabia is spearheading the distribution of the Koran and they give away some 30 million Korans each year.

Not only does the Bible continue to enjoy annually increasing sales and distribution totals, it does so strictly without coercion. No one is required to buy, own, read or believe the Bible. In fact, in most Western Countries which are heavily influenced by the Bible, freedom reigns.

In addition to the printed Bible there are numerous electronic versions. The hugely popular Bible App claims to have over 200 million Android and 180 million Apple versions downloaded.

Readership

Availability and access to the Bible today is simply astounding. Yet there follows some very puzzling statistics:

In the earliest years of church history clerics refused to translate the Bible into common languages arguing that only the well trained should read it. Anyone who refused to accept this dictum and made an effort to translate it into any language other than Latin were persecuted and in some cases executed. John Wycliffe was one of the first to translate the Bible from Latin into English. Although he died of natural causes, he was persecuted while he lived and pronounced a heretic several years after his death following which his remains were exhumed in 1428, crushed, burned and thrown into the River Swift. William Tyndale was the first to translate the Bible into English directly from Hebrew and Greek. His New Testament was also the first English translation to be printed using the printing press. For his efforts, he was executed by strangling and burned at the stake.

We now fast forward to the twenty first century and according to the Ponce Foundation; despite ownership being at an all-time high, of over 2 billion Christians in the world, less than 30% will ever read through the entire Bible.4

A recent survey by LifeWay Research in the USA provided the following interesting results.5

[image: E:\Working Files\2016 plus\Writing\Research\Bible engagement survey.jpg]

That’s 40% of all Churchgoers who hardly ever read their Bibles!

LifeWay Research and the United Kingdom Bible Society have recently released survey findings on Biblical literacy and found that: 6

	Only 45% of regular church attendees read their Bible more than once a week.

	Almost 1 in 5 (20%) churchgoers say they never read the Bible at all.


It’s sad to see that in both the UK and in the USA 18% - 20% of all churchgoers never read their Bibles and only 45% read it more than once a week and a mere 19% of Christians in the USA read their Bibles every day!

Believing and Knowledge

Despite the number of Bibles available in the USA the state of Biblical knowledge is abysmal. A Gallup survey 7 found that less than half of all Americans can name the first book of the Bible (Genesis), only a third know who delivered the Sermon on the Mount (Billy Graham is a popular answer) and a quarter do not know what is celebrated at Easter (the resurrection, the foundational event of Christianity). Sixty per cent cannot name half the Ten Commandments; 12% think Noah was married to Joan of Arc. George Gallup, a leading Evangelical as well as a premier pollster, describes America as “a nation of Biblical illiterates”. I suspect it is not just America who is illiterate and that the problem is global – at least in the English speaking regions.

The following is a summary of findings from a 2016 poll on American views on Christian theology. 8 Only the results of American with Evangelical Beliefs are included. Some results are as you would hope but some are astounding – 30% agree they personally choose how to interpret God’s Word!

	American views on Christian theology from Nashville-based LifeWay Research - 2016


	Results from Americans with Evangelical Beliefs

	Agree


	God is the author of Scripture.

	94%


	The Bible alone is the written word of God.

	95%


	The Bible is 100% accurate in all that it teaches.

	95%


	The Bible, like all sacred writings, contains helpful accounts of ancient myths but is not literally true.

	17%


	The Bible was written for each person to interpret as he or she chooses.

	30%


	Churches that do not preach from the Bible should not be considered a Christian church.

	81%


	Modern science discredits the claims of Christianity.

	56%


	God created male and female.”

	99%


	God accepts the worship of all religions, including Christianity, Judaism and Islam.

	48%


	Even the smallest sin deserves eternal damnation.

	47%


	Hell is an eternal place of judgment where God sends all people who do not personally trust in Jesus Christ.

	84%



Gallup regularly updates its on-going Values and Beliefs poll 9 and recent results show only 28% of all Americans believe the Bible is the actual word of God and that it should be taken literally. This is somewhat below the 38% to 40% seen in the late 1970s, and near the all-time low of 27% reached in 2001 and 2009. But about half of all Americans continue to say the Bible is the inspired word of God, not to be taken literally—meaning a combined 75% believe the Bible is in some way connected to God. About one in five (21%) Americans view the Bible in purely secular terms – as ancient fables, legends, history, and precepts written by man – which is up from 13% in 1976.

But in spite this lack of serious readership, knowledge and belief the Bible still enjoys the greatest popularity of any book ever produced in human language in terms of ownership at least.

I have been concerned for some time that many Christians didn’t really read or believe the Bible but it wasn’t until I began to research for this book that I began to comprehend the magnitude. The Bible itself in says in 2 Timothy 3:16 that “Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness.” “Every Scripture” is a massively bold statement and the list of what it’s profitable for also covers all the bases. Yet the Gallup survey above tells us that 72% of those polled don’t actually believe that statement. “Houston we have a problem”!

This book is not intended to debate in depth the existence of God or evolution verses creation. Much has already been very ably written on those subjects.

My intentions are to:

	Demonstrate that the Bible is actually true and factual,

	Discuss what it is really about and determine if it is relevant to our lives today.


A note on Bible verses quoted in this book.

Unless noted otherwise all Bible quotations in this book are taken from the New King James translation of the Bible and used by permission.

Finally, I believe that God has a sense of humour so I have incorporated well-meaning but ambiguous quotes from various church signs around the world at the start of each chapter.

“Come to Church this Sunday,
It will scare the Hell out of you”
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Chapter 1
Truth
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“What is truth”? That's the question Pontus Pilate asked Jesus the same day he ordered his crucifixion. You can almost hear his words breaking off to ponderous thought. Pontus Pilate perhaps for the first time in his life paused to consider what truth actually was. This is a man who at the time was Prefect of the Roman province of Judaea serving under Emperor Tiberius and as such was granted the power of supreme judge. He had the sole authority to determine a criminal’s fate and had likely passed numerous judgements involving lengthy prison sentences or the Roman favourite, crucifixion. Yet amazingly here he was trying to figure out what truth actually is. Sounds ridiculous doesn’t it? Fortunately today with much better education we all fully understand what “truth” is, - don’t we?

The Merriam-Webster's Learner's Dictionary gives the simple definition of truth as: 1

	The real facts about something: the things that are true.

	The quality or state of being true.

	A statement or idea that is true or accepted as true.


The standout word in those definitions is the word “true” – the real facts. Things are either true or false, it is a binary term. There is no such thing as half-truths or white lies; despite the fact they’re common in our vocabulary. The meaning of “I am ok,” most will understand, often has little actual truth in it. Merely saying something doesn't make it true.

Based on a Nazi fundamental, one of Hitler’s cronies Joseph Goebbels is reported to have infamously said 2 “If you tell a lie big enough and keep repeating it, people will eventually come to believe it.” 

Jeffrey Herf, a professor of modern German history at the University of Maryland, maintains that 3 Goebbels and the Nazis used the Big Lie to turn long-standing anti-Semitism into mass murder. Herf argues that the Big Lie was a narrative of an innocent, besieged Germany striking back at an "international Jewry", which it said started World War I. The propaganda repeated over and over the conspiracy theory that Jews were the real powers in Britain, Russia and the U.S. It went on to state that the Jews had begun a "war of extermination" against Germany, and so Germany had a duty and a right to "exterminate" and "annihilate" the Jews in self-defence.

Persuasive argument the Nazis used, but not a grain of truth in it.

The Internet is a great place to find truth, right? I stumbled across a philosophy blog debating the difference between truth and fact. 4 Here’s what one contributor had to say. 

“Truths are those things that are not simply acknowledged, but must be discovered, or created. If I say "God exists," and I possess strong reasoning for the affirmative of that statement, then God really does exist, that is a reality. However, if another individual possesses strong reasoning for the negative, and because of this reasoning they believe that God does not exist, then that is also a reality. If we were to debate our ideologies, and my reasoning appeared stronger than theirs, they may choose to adopt my belief that God does exist. If they do, then the existence of God is just as true as the nonexistence of God which they believed a week ago. Truths, as opposed to fact, are much more fluid and malleable than their empirical counterparts.”

To express such a statement as a genuine and serious opinion demonstrates just how warped human reasoning has become. So perhaps I extend that argument stating I’m not a human but a cat, and because I also happen to be a powerful debater I’m able to convince others that I actually am a cat, then is that truth? No, I don’t think so. In reality it probably means I have stopped taking my psychiatric medication. Sadly such reasoning is the culmination of evolutionary beliefs that holds man as the highest order of developed intelligence. It’s the expression of the lie the serpent told the woman in Genesis 3:4 to convince her to eat the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden. “Your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Emphasis added). Man thinks he is “like” God believing his thinking and reasoning creates truth. What utter audacity – man is a created being, and that is truth.

To be very clear, truth is not fluid, nor is it malleable. It is not created; it exists regardless of any human understanding. Adding an “s” to truth (truths) does not change the underlying meaning, it does not mean there are many different interpretations, as truth is absolute. Simply because I may not be able to personally verify a truth does not negate the fact that it may be true. God exists even if I haven’t verified it personally.

But of course the earth is flat? Influential theologian and philosopher Saint Augustine (354 – 430 AD) objecting to the "fable" of an inhabited Antipodes is reported to have written; 5 

“But as to the fable that there are Antipodes, that is to say, men on the opposite side of the earth, where the sun rises when it sets for us, men who walk with their feet opposite ours that is on no ground credible. And, indeed, it is not affirmed that this has been learned by historical knowledge, but by scientific conjecture, on the ground that the earth is suspended within the concavity of the sky, and that it has as much room on the one side of it as on the other: hence they say that the part that is beneath must also be inhabited. But they do not remark that, although it be supposed or scientifically demonstrated that the world is of a round and spherical form, yet it does not follow that the other side of the earth is bare of water; nor even, though it be bare, does it immediately follow that it is peopled. For Scripture, which proves the truth of its historical statements by the accomplishment of its prophecies, gives no false information; and it is too absurd to say, that some men might have taken ship and traversed the whole wide ocean, and crossed from this side of the world to the other, and that thus even the inhabitants of that distant region are descended from that one first man”.

Saint Augustine’s rebuttal of a spherical earth is laughable today. However at that time it was the popular belief. Truth is not a matter of belief, it exists whether anybody believes it or not, it is a statement of fact.

Sadly had theologian Augustine looked a bit closer at his Bible he might have noticed a couple of interesting verses:

The Book of Isaiah was written between 701 and 681 B.C. and Isaiah 40:22 states; “It is he who sits above the circle of the earth.” The Hebrew word translated as “circle” can also be translated spherical.

It’s not clear exactly when the Book of Job was written but many scholars place it to the time of the patriarchs at about 1700 to 1900 BC. Job 26:7 states “He stretches out the north over empty space, He and hangs the earth on nothing."

The Bible was pretty clear on these facts but yet even a learned theologian such as Saint Augustine didn’t really believe the Truth of what he was reading, relying instead on his own reasoning.

A flat earth was a widely held belief by the non-scientific masses to such an extent sailors were afraid to venture too far out towards the horizon at sea in case they dropped off the edge of the world. Today such fear seems ludicrous but to the sailors of those times it was extremely real. A perceived truth is very real to the person believing it regardless of its basis in fact. Just because someone believes something, even with fervent zeal, that does not cause it to be true. Regardless of what these sailors feared, the earth was still round. Truth exists because it is. From a young age we are encouraged and taught to be passionate about what we believe in. On face value there is little wrong with that concept, provided the passion is based on or linked in with truth.

Human reasoning is very creative and a huge variety of beliefs have matured all over the earth and many people are extremely passionate about them, some even to death. A radical Islamic suicide bomber takes his personal belief to the extreme by passionately relying on what he’s been told that his entering heaven as a martyr will result in him immediately being allocated 72 virgins for his personal enjoyment. The truth is that, regardless of the terrorist’s personal belief, his action is straight-out murder and God says “you shall not murder”. No doubt is left of God’s statement. The terrorists justify their violent tactics by selectively citing and interpreting their Koran verses according to their own goals and intentions. Coincidently the Koran mentions little of any such a reward for suicide bombers. 6 The 72 virgins promise was originated by one of their terrorist leaders in order to lure new bomb carriers. We call that as brainwashing which, by definition, is diametrically opposed to truth.

The suicide bombers fallacy is crystal clear to most people I expect, but things become considerably murky when one makes an honest review of their personal convictions. Some are passionate about eating only vegetables, while others are adamant meat must be included. In fact there are copious magazine and on-line articles promoting this or that diet and so great is the competition to have their dietary belief promoted there’s frequent abandonment of any attempt to determine truth, instead basing theories solely on what the writer passionately believes or prefers. Personally I fully endorse a varied diet, but finding the truth about what we really should or shouldn’t eat in this age is nigh-on impossible given the enormous array of dietary advice on offer.

Personal beliefs extend into almost every area of our lives and from one perspective that is what makes us individuals, and after all, God gave us free will. If we are honest though, much of what we personally believe has resulted from what we have been taught, experienced or have a preference for or bias towards. Just because we have been taught the theory of evolution and millions of people around us do believe that somehow through sheer chance man became what he is today, does not mean it’s true. God Himself says He created. Who are we going to believe, millions of our peers or the only living God? Truth is truth and truth is binary.

Computer operating software at its most basic levels works solely on a binary principal. Binary code refers to any digital encoding/decoding system in which there are exactly two possible states using the digits 0 and 1 as either off or on. It is mind boggling to me how this simple principal can result in such an incredible array of computer programs that control and influence so many areas of our lives today. Really - my smart phone just counts zeros and ones? I could research for years and perhaps develop an incredibly technical and factual synopsis on how computer software operates but the truth would still remain that at the most basic level any app is only a combination of zeros and ones. Why? Because that is the underlying truth. No matter what words I used or how many for that matter the basic fact would remain 0’s and 1’s.

At its most basic level there is an amazing bluntness to underlying truth.

“Apparently” during the heart of the industrial revolution at the peak of the coal mining era in Great Britain there was a nasty accident down the mine toward the end of the afternoon shift and unfortunately pick handler Patrick Murphy lost his life. Patrick was part of a strong Irish contingent that had relocated with their wives and families to England to take advantage of the steady employment. Quickly the workmates huddled together to decide how they were to tell poor Patrick’s wife and mother of their six youngsters. It was a delicate matter as Patrick had kept them well informed over the years of Mrs Murphy erratic personality. A person of tact was essential and after much debate it was decided that Finn was the most diplomatic and tactful among them, he really had a way with words. Patrick’s body was carefully laid into a hand drawn cart and Finn set to his task.

Mrs Murphy was busy preparing the evening meal awaiting the arrival of the breadwinner home for the day when she heard a developing commotion in the street outside. Opening the front door onto the street, along the row of terraced houses she heard a man yelling “Does widow Murphy live here?” “Does widow Murphy live here?” Indigently Mrs Murphy strode from her door exclaiming loudly “I’m Mrs Murphy but I ain’t no widow!” Summating all his diplomatic prose Finn replied, “You ain’t no widow, ain’t you? Well you just come and have a look at what I have in this here cart.”

Now nobody could suggest Finn wasn’t telling the truth. He certainly was and he left no doubt that he had passed on the truth. I expect few would condone Finn’s delivery of the news nowadays nor probably in those days either, but it is a fact that in our culture we have become accustom to things being conveyed to us gently. The underlying news however is still just as raw regardless of how it’s presented. Perhaps we have become so accustomed to having negative news bubble wrapped to the extent that what we perceive as truth is not the real truth at all? The Bible does tend to be a little like Finn in getting the word across. I’m not suggesting the Bible is crudely or poorly written, it’s exceptionally well written, but when it comes to truth it does not compromise. 

The very first line of the first book of the Bible lays all on the line. The words: “In the beginning, God,” is simply put as a statement of fact. In a way a little like Finn, no bubble wrapping and simply stated as if it’s reiterating an obvious truth. 

A padded version of this may read like this;

At the outset of all things, order and sense prevailed allowing it to become apparent that a pre-existing supreme being known as God was the originator of all potential developments.

While that statement is possibly factually correct it has zero impact and blatantly obscures the main point – it’s all about God. So just like Finn the Bible begins. No padding, no excuses, this is how it is! “In the beginning, God.”

Right at this very early point the Bible reader has a decision to make: is this statement true or false? The answer is hugely significant. The Bible itself says whoever comes to Him (God) must believe that He exists, Hebrews 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He exists, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” [Emphasis added]

The question is not whether the reader understands God; it’s simply do they accept God exists. Let’s face it, the Bible is a book all about God and if the reader refuses to accept that most basic of statements what’s the value in reading on? So does that mean if I’m an atheist I shouldn’t read past that point? Of course not. It simply means that the premise of the book “The Bible” is based on the underlying, undeniable, truth that God does exist. That is the foundation for the entire Bible. Deny that truth then the Bible just becomes another book full of history, meaningless stories, numerous genealogies and fairy tales. Accept that truth and suddenly the Book has purpose, it tells me who and what God is, what He has done, what He plans to do, how He relates to people and how I can get to know Him. 

The concept of blind acceptance is almost non-existent in the twenty first century. We’re all taught from a very early age to question everything. In a secular world that does have some merit, it allows us to expand our knowledge and understanding of many things. Along with this questioning mentality we are also taught facts. 2 + 2 = 4 and sadly for some a lifetime of questioning is never going to change that fact, because it is simply the truth. Truth is truth regardless of our understanding.

A questioning mind when applied to the Bible must be applied in context. Reading the Bible to answer your questions, is what’s intended. Questioning everything you read in the Bible will not get you far. So, you’re reading along and, bam! there’s the answer to your question, what do you do? “Well, I’m not sure I can believe that”, or “that just can’t be true”, “perhaps, maybe.” But wait, “if God exists and this book is His handiwork then the answer to my question I have just found should be true too”? 2 Timothy 3:16 states that: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” Again truth is binary; something is either true or false. If something we are told is not true then it’s a lie.

Applying a questioning mentality when reading the Bible initiates an interesting dilemma. If I personally must determine as I read along whether each statement in the Bible is true, then what methodology do I apply to achieve that. How do I substantiate my determination of a true statement? By past experience? What I thought previously? What others tell me? What the majority believe? Or perhaps it just fits best with my world view? Now since the Bible is a book that is telling me about God and how I am to relate to Him, how can I be certain that by picking and choosing what I will believe about Him will help me to understand Him better? It is logical that if I begin reading with a fixed premise then the likely outcome of my Bible reading will be No Change in my understanding.

By believing some statements in the Bible to be true and rejecting others means by extension that the rejected statement must be viewed as a lie. Wait you say, that’s a big call, I’m just questioning it. Ok let’s just run with that, so you, a created being, are questioning God – remember ALL scripture is given by inspiration of God – and this is the same God that the Bible says in Ephesians 4:6, “one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” God, what you’ve written here about creation just isn’t right. I have studied this methodically and I’m thoroughly convinced that we evolved over billions of years from, well... basically nothing; I just do not accept that you created man and all the animals. Ok so to put it bluntly you’re calling God a liar! Bold step. Perhaps Finn’s tactful vocabulary is still alive and well after all.

Continuing that argument; if I believe God about some things but that He straight out lied about other things what is my rational for deciding what is true and what is a lie. If God lied about creation what else did He lie to me about? On what basis do I decide? When I finally do find something I agree with, how can I be certain He didn’t lie about that too? My eternal salvation through Jesus for example and that I’ll go to be with him when I die. Most people really want to believe that because it brings hope of more after death. Just to clarify, of course it is absolutely true, in Jesus we certainly do have eternal life, and I use that to make an obvious example. 

Your response may be that the Bible was just written by men and they may have misunderstood God. Ok so you, as a reader of their work in hindsight, have a competent ability to determine what they got right and what they got wrong? Reality is, the same criteria applies, regardless of who you think wrote the Bible, in a way the writer is of no consequence, its either ALL true or its ALL lies. Binary! If we can’t believe the writer about creation for example then how can we believe the same writer when he tells us things that resonate with us? 

But wait one minute, there were 40 different writers of the Bible! Maybe some of them were better at understanding God than others? Yes, that may possibly be true but despite that all the books of the Bible are completely interconnected and intertwined. In the first book Genesis, we read about Adam and Eve eating the forbidden fruit which brought about their fall from God and His curse on all mankind. But later in the New Testament we have Jesus coming to give His life to pay the penalty of that curse and restore fully the relationship God fully intended for man. 

If these were just random writing by various authors strung together at some much later date it would seem that the author of Genesis had a very fortunate “guess” when he stated that one of the Women’s offspring was going to bruise the head of the serpent (Satan). Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” This is a direct prophecy about Jesus and it came to pass when Jesus went to the cross about 4000 years after those words were spoken. Jesus bruised the head of Satan through his death and resurrection. This is just one of many such examples throughout the Bible; clearly someone was overseeing what was written during the extended period when all the books were penned. The Bible itself confirms who that overseer was, none other than God himself.

To suggest the author got some portions of the Bible wrong, by extension means that the untrue portion must be a lie. Since God is the actual author then you’re saying God lied? Hebrews 6:17-18 “In this way God, being determined to show more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the immutability of his counsel, interposed with an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have a strong encouragement, who have fled for refuge to take hold of the hope set before us.” [Emphasis added] Not only is it that God doesn’t lie, it’s actually impossible for him to do so. We’re also told in Numbers 23:19 “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?”

The conclusion is that all Scripture therefore must be true. God inspired it regardless of who wrote it down and since it is totally impossible for God to lie then it follows that every single verse in the whole of 66 books of the Bible are totally and completely true and can be fully relied on.

Functioning under that understanding as we read the Bible will put a whole new complexion on it. It is telling the Truth. Everything in it can be relied on 100%. Accepting and fully believing the first four words of the Bible are fundamental to every other word it contains. It bluntly calls those that don’t acknowledge God’s existence as fools. "The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”" Psalm 14:1. (Part verse). God did give everyone free will but He also gave us reasoning. It is your choice if you wish to have the absolute Supreme Ruler of the universe call you a fool.

Immediately following the statement of the existence of God in Genesis 1:1, it goes on to tells us that God created. Today evolutionary teaching bombards us from every angle. At every opportune moment we are told about billions of years and that somehow through complete random chance man and animals evolved to what we have today. This book is about the Bible and I do not intend to debate the evolution subject as many very competent writers have authored numerous books and papers on the subject. If you have any question regarding creation then I strongly suggest you go to www.creation.com. That independent Christian scientific entity has been around for about 35 years and they have a large vault of information based on physical evidence that strongly supports the Biblical truth of a young earth and an Intelligent Designer.

Given the understanding we have today regarding DNA we know that it is easily degraded yet it is impossible for new information to be added to it randomly without the aid of outside intervention. Despite that we are frequently told, for example, that reptiles randomly found a way to create and add new information to their DNA that allowed them, for example, to develop feathers and take up flight? And that the universe started from a big bang which just randomly occurred out of absolute emptiness. Personally it takes a lot more faith to believe in evolution than it takes to believe in creation and a creator. So why is the theory of evolution so prevalent? Simple: without it you are forced to accept that God created and thereby exists.

Truth - The real facts about something: the things that are true.

Two dangerous negating factors of truth are perceived truth and cotton wool padded truth. “Why let the facts stand in the way of a good story” – anonymous.

“Need a lifeguard?
Ours walks on water”
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Chapter 2
Fact or Fiction
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The darkness was so thick it could be felt and deathly silence was the only atmosphere. Without any precursor suddenly a gigantic thunderous explosion burst out from the centre of this nothingness, simultaneously blasting white hot molten rock and superheated gases in every direction at the speed of light. Darkness was no more, neither was the extreme emptiness. Masses of liquefied rock and gas spewed from the epicentre like continuously erupting popcorn. 

Smaller globules of molten rock crashed into larger ones as they screamed outwards into the deep darkness of outer space. For years, centuries and many millennia these molten rocks journeyed onwards to unknown destinations frequently colliding and merging with larger cooling masses of rock and huge gas clouds.

It took a few billion years but eventually some form of organised chaos prevailed. No longer were these rocks hurtling in every which direction. In one particular corner of space several, now much cooler gigantic rocks and enormous gas balls had organised themselves into a group dominated by a colossal gaseous fiery mass which became known as Helios. A gravitation effect held the spherical masses in a trance like orbit around Helios even though there were millions of miles between them. One particular rock sphere had fortuitously gained an orbit about 93 million miles from Helios. This resulted in near optimum temperature zones allowing liquid water to flow freely and water now covered almost its entire surface. This utopia rock eventually became known as Gaea.

Over millions and millions of ensuing years Gaea completely transformed itself through a series of incredible coincidences. The dry land increased, mountains and valleys formed which enabled plant like material to develop and grow, eventually covering all the land. Creatures propelled by their own energy and will, miraculously appeared and evolved to mass produce in the oceans which in time became exceptionally overcrowded forcing some of them to seek habitat on the dry land. Finding no natural predators there, they flourished. Through a process of environmental and natural selection some of these land creatures evolved to become unbelievably large animals while others chose to morph into tiny creatures able to invade the lowest strata of the giant forests. This process continued for many hundreds of thousands of years and eventually one animal, homo erectus, quite by chance developed super intelligence and quickly became dominant over all the other creatures. Because of its naturally developed cunning, extreme curiosity together with its ability to farm an abundant food source man thrived and multiplied.

That, my friends is a work of fiction. It’s completely the words of my own imagination – but of course loosely based around the prevailing theory of evolution. While it does contain interesting word pictures which paint a particular bias, what I have written is not based on any fact which I have personally researched or proven. It therefore is completely untrue and quite rightly classified as fiction.

The opposite of fiction is non-fiction. Non-fiction deals with facts. The Webster's Dictionary defines fact as: 1

	something that truly exists or happens: something that has actual existence,

	a true piece of information.


Facts are concrete realities that no amount of reasoning will change. When I acknowledge a fact, I’m doing just that. Facts are not discovered, facts are not created, facts are simply acknowledged as observed.

So what then is the difference between truth and fact? Here’s how Jason Hodge put it in his blog: 2

Truth is, by definition, the extent of all truisms. Everything that is true is part of truth. In every trial the man is either guilty or innocent, never both, never neither. Despite what the fallible court may rule, a truth exists, hidden from all human knowledge, perhaps, but true nonetheless. The thing that is true is also a fact. Fact, in scientific terms is something that is “observably” true, but not different in substance from truth.

All books have a category which allows us to understand in advance a little of the author’s bias. In-keeping with the binary truth principal there are only two categories, non-fiction or fiction.

	Non-fiction books contain factual information, such as biographies and history books etc.

	Fiction books always contain a story which was made up by the author.


The Bible has always been placed firmly in the non-fiction category which indicates it is generally accepted to contain factual information. For this to be true it must therefore contain facts. So what are these known facts in the bible? Possibly they are far more numerous than many people realise. Let’s take a look at a few;

Creation of the heavens and the earth is the first obvious one. Regardless of your personal belief nobody can deny that the sun, all the stars in the universe, the earth and all the plants and animals on it do actually exist. Somehow they arrived to be where and what they are today. The Bible presents God the creator as an indisputable truth. It gives us clear details on how and what he created and the resulting evidence is plain for all to see.

Noah’s Flood

A little further into Genesis a global flood is recorded. Interestingly several indigenous nations such as the Australian Aborigines and the North American Indians have stories of a global flood passed down by word of mouth through their generations. These stories have an uncanny resemblance to the narrative of the global flood in the Bible, and why not? These nations are the post flood descendants of Noah but only lacked a written language.

Most modern day geologists interpret various rocks strata and formations based on the premise that there never was a global flood, perhaps a large local flood but definitely not a global one. Eliminating a global flood, even as a possibility, in their interpretations of how things came to be, only serves to reinforce a well-developed worldview bias. Other geologists and scientists who do take into account the global flood generally arrive at an entirely different interpretation regarding how various canyons formed and pockets of well-preserved fossils originated. Again it’s not my place in this book to argue evolution vs. creation and I refer you to www.creation.com for substantial evidence of a global flood. 

Be sure to
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	Job 38:16. The sea is described as having springs. Only in recent times has that fact been confirmed through the development of submarines that have allowed cameras to film such springs at depth on the sea floor.

	The constellations of the stars are recorded defining Pleiades chain and Orion’s belt and informing that different season (summer winter etc.) reveal different constellations. Job 38:31-32.

	Job 38:39 says that the female Lions do the hunting but that the male lions hunger is satisfied first.

	The ox has great strength and that it is used in agriculture Job 39:9-11. Still a fact in some regions today.

	It confirms that even though the ostrich has wings it can’t fly. It lays its eggs in the sand but doesn’t sit on them and then disowns her young, Job 39:13-16. Anyone that has watched a David Attenborough series on Southern Africa has most likely witnessed these facts first hand.

	A horse is strong and fierce and great for warfare, charging into the fray, snorting at the scent of battle, Job 39;19-25

	It goes on to tell of the eagles building its nest up high and that it has incredible eyesight and can see its prey from afar, Job 39:27-30.

	It describes in detail a Behemoth which matches the profile of the Diplodocids dinosaur. Job 40:15-24 says “He eats grass like an ox. See now, his strength is in his hips, and his power is in his stomach muscles. He moves his tail like a cedar.” While the verse clearly doesn’t confirm that this is a Diplodocids a recent description found on Wikipedia certainly sounds like one. Interestingly as late as 2001 an expedition into Cameroon was initiated by the BBC to study reports of living Diplodocids. 17 Led by Canadians Brian Sass and Peter Beach they discovered an island in the Dja River which contained nesting caves and they actually had a brief encounter with the elusive monster of Cameroon as it swam past their dugout canoe toward its lair. While they were unable to formally identify the creature, based on many accounts from locals they strongly believe it to be a living Diplodocids. A living dinosaur – but they all died out 65million years ago! Yet another question against the man-made theory of evolution.

	Then God goes on to the Leviathan with a whole chapter (Job 41) devoted to it. The Leviathan is described in great detail and is an amazing creature. Only recently has it been determined that a possible candidate for this creature is the dinosaur Sarcosuchus. At www.creation.com the Sarcosuchus is discussed in detail in their chapter on “Dragons of the Deep” by Carl Wieland. 18 It was a monstrous armour plated crocodile like creature that breathed flames out of its nostrils. We know this animal existed because fossils of it have been found and are well documented. Interestingly the Sarcosuchus has an unusual bulbous cavity at the end of its snout that could conceivably have been used for mixing fire-generating chemicals.
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