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			Dedication

			
		
    Leviticus 16:22 And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited; and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness. And Aaron shall go into the tabernacle of the congregation, and take off his linen garments, which he put on when he went into the holy place, and leave them there; and he shall wash his flesh with water in the holy place, and put on his garments, and come forth, and offer his burnt offering, and the burnt offering of the people, and make an atonement for himself and for the people. And he shall burn upon the altar the fat of the sin offering.
 
Only the fat, the best of it, was burnt on the altar, for the sin offerings were not acceptable to God. They were considered full of impurity because of the sin they brought to mind; for this reason the bullock and the goat of the sin-offering were to be burnt outside the camp: "Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate," as our sin-offering. However, inasmuch as the fat was accepted upon the altar, so also Christ, as our sin offering, is acceptable before God.
 
 
— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction
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When I started teaching through Bible studies, I had my doubts as to its value for use in a popular Bible exposition, but I soon came to the conclusion that it is an exciting book and I can honestly say that I consider it to be one of the most important books of the Bible. I wish the message of this book would touch the hearts of all people who with an attitude of sincerity are trying to live a religious life.

This book is part of the Pentateuch, that is, of the first 5 books of the Bible written by Moses.

In this book, we read that the Israelites stayed on Mount Sinai for some time. The book begins and ends in the same geographical location, the aforementioned Mount, where God gave them the Law. Let us remember that the book of Exodus concluded with the construction of the Tabernacle according to God's instructions and when the glory of the Lord filled that tent of meeting. The book goes on to present the order and rules for worship in the Tabernacle. Leviticus is the great book of worship.

The book begins with the Hebrew word Va-yick-rah which means "and He called". God had moved to the Tabernacle and spoke from there, no longer from Mount Sinai. From the tent He called the people to meet Him there. He explained to them how they were to come and live before Him. The exact meaning of the word "ekklessia" is assembly of those who have been called. We are also those who have been called. In those days God spoke from the Tabernacle and asked them to come to Him. Today, the Lord calls us to be with Him. In the Gospel of John 10:27, He told us: My sheep hear my voice, and I know them and they follow me. So this book contains a beautiful and relevant message for us.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Purpose
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Leviticus is a book of worship. The book is full of sacrifices, ceremonies, ritual, liturgy, instructions, washings, convocations, holy days, conditions and warnings. All those exercises and physical activities were included to teach spiritual truths. Speaking of the experiences of the Israelites in the wilderness, the apostle Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians 10:11, wrote: These things happened to them as an example, and they were written as a teaching for us, for whom the end of the age has come. And in this same chapter, verse 6, he also said: These things happened as an example to us...and furthermore, the same writer in his letter to the Romans 15:4, said: For whatsoever things were written in times past were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

The apostle Peter told us that the Old Testament contains spiritual truths for us. Let us read in his first letter 1:10-12, he said the following: "Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, diligently inquired and searched, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ was indicating within them, in predicting the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. To them it was revealed that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which are now preached to you." And the letter to the Hebrews, speaking of the heroes of faith in the Old Testament, said in 11:13 "These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them and accepted them gladly from afar, confessing that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth."

Leviticus contains very useful instructions for us today because it reveals Christ in a very remarkable way.

For us, worship today no longer takes place through ritual or in a specific place. Let us remember that the people of Israel had gone through ceremonies and had their rituals. In the Evangelist's account John 4:21-24, Jesus said to a woman by the well of Samaria. "...Woman, believe me; the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation comes from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for such the Father seeks to be worshipped. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

The key theme of the book is holiness before the Lord.

This book has a double message:

1. Leviticus teaches that the way to God consists of sacrifices. The word "atonement" is found 45 times in this book. Atonement means "to cover completely. The blood of bulls and goats could not really take away sins. It covered them until Christ came, who would take them away. This is what the apostle Paul said in his letter to the Romans 3:25 (VP) God made Christ, by shedding His blood, to be the instrument of forgiveness. This forgiveness is achieved by faith. Thus God wanted to demonstrate His righteousness, and to show that if He overlooked the sins of another time, it was only because of His patience.

Past sins are those of the Old Testament. It is that God never accepted the blood of bulls and goats as the final payment for sin, but required that blood to be shed. It was an atonement to cover sins until Christ came. In other words, God saved "on credit" in the Old Testament. When Christ came, He paid for everything. This is true of the past, present and future.

One of the key verses in Leviticus, dealing with atonement, is found in 17:11 (VP) For every living thing lives by the blood that is in it, and I have given it to you on the altar so that by means of it you may pay the ransom for your life, for the blood is the payment of the ransom for the life. The way to God was through sacrifices and without the shedding of blood there was no remission of sins.

2. Leviticus teaches that walking or living with God is by sanctification. The word "holiness" is found 87 times in the book. It says in 20:26, Ye shall therefore be holy unto me: for I the Lord am holy, and have set you apart from the people, that ye should be mine.

God gave strict laws controlling diet, social life and details of daily life that encompassed all aspects of His people's lives. These laws have a greater spiritual application for His people today. That is why we should study this book. It is that access to God today is secured for the sinner through the shed blood of Christ. The writer to the Hebrews explained it this way, speaking of Christ who entered heaven: 25 and not to offer himself many times, as the high priest enters the Holy of Holies every year with the blood of others. 26 Otherwise it would have been necessary for him to suffer many times since the foundation of the world; but now, once in the consummation of the ages, he has appeared to destroy sin by the sacrifice of himself.

Those who have been redeemed by the blood of Christ must live a holy life if they are to enjoy the worship of God. The letter to the Hebrews 13:20, 21 says, "Now may the God of peace, who brought again from the dead Jesus our Lord, the great Shepherd of the sheep by the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do His will, working in us that which is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Remarks
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Leviticus is a remarkable book, as we consider its content in the light of the New Testament. Some have considered that its reading is monotonous for the average Christian, so it is not frequent to find classes or courses in which this book is studied. Nevertheless, it is an extraordinary work.

1. The 5 offerings with which the book begins, point to Christ in a clear and evident way. They describe in depth the unified personality of Christ in His 2 natures, human and divine, and His death, in detail (chapters 1 to 7).

2. The consecration of priests reveals how superficial and inadequate our idea of Christian consecration is (chapters 8 to 10).

3. The diet God provided for His people was hygienic and therapeutic, and contains much spiritual food for our souls (chapter 11).

4. Attention is given to motherhood, and it is a further example of God's idea of the female sex (chapter 12).

5. The prominence given to leprosy and its treatment in the central part of a book devoted to worship demands our attention. Why is there such a large section on leprosy? Those who have been favored with a special intuition or insight for the Scriptures have found in leprosy a figure of sin and its contaminating effect upon man as to his relationship with God. The cleansing of the leper found its fulfillment in the death and resurrection of Christ, as illustrated in the unusual sacrifice of two little birds (chapters 13 to 15). Truly, if we want to avoid the contamination of the sin of this world, we need to know much about the death and resurrection of Christ, so that we can apply it to our lives.

6. The great day of atonement is a complete picture of Christ's sacrifice (chapter 16).

7. The importance of the altar of burnt offering in the Tabernacle highlights the essential characteristic of the cross of Christ (chapter 17).

8. The emphasis in this book on instructions related to seemingly minute details in the daily lives of God's people reveals that God intends for the human family to be involved in a relationship with Him (chapters 18-22). God wants to be involved in your business, your family life, and your social life. Let us be careful. Lest we leave God out of our lives.

9. The list of feasts provides a prophetic episode of God's calendar for all time.

10. the laws concerning the land of Palestine provide an interpretation of its varied history and a vision of its future prominence. There are many prophecies in this book. The nation of Israel and the Promised Land are intertwined and intermingled from here to eternity (chapters 24-27).

There is a relationship between the first 3 books of the Bible.

In Genesis we find the human being ruined.

In the Exodus redeemed.

In Leviticus worshiping God.

We can also make a comparison and contrast between Exodus and Leviticus.

In the book of Exodus we see the offer of forgiveness; Leviticus offers purity.

In Exodus we have God's approach to man; in Leviticus, it is man's approach to God.

In Exodus Christ is the Savior; in Leviticus He is the Sanctifier.

In Exodus, human guilt is prominent; in Leviticus, human defilement is prominent.

In Exodus God speaks from the Mount; in Leviticus He speaks from the Tabernacle.

In Exodus, the human being is brought close to God; in Leviticus, the human being is kept and kept close to God.
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Leviticus 1:1-2
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Subject: The Holocaust

This is the oldest offering known to mankind. It was the offering of Abel, Noah and Abraham. All offerings were made on the brazen altar, but since the burnt offering took place there, the brazen altar was also called the altar of burnt offering, receiving its name from the sacrifice. This offering was recorded as the first of the 5 offerings because of its prominence and priority. This offering is a figure of Christ in depth, as well as in His death. Human beings cannot examine the full meaning of this offering because it sets before us what God sees in Christ. And we cannot see as much as He sees. There is a profound mystery here that only the Holy Spirit can reveal.

The holocaust illustrates the person of Christ. He is the substitute. He is our substitute. The Apostle Paul reveals this to us in his letter to the Ephesians 5:2

"And walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma."
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Sketch

[image: ]


Pleasant aroma offerings (the Person of Christ), chapters 1-3.

The holocaust (Christ our substitute). Chapter 1

a. Rules for Holocaust, vers. 1-4.

b. Ritual for the Holocaust, vers. 5-16.

c. Reasons for the Holocaust, vers. 17.

d. Holocaust Law, chapter 6:8-13.
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Rules for the holocaust
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Let us read verse 1:

"And the Lord called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tent of meeting, saying:"

The historical and theological contexts of the book of Leviticus are implied not only in this introduction but also in the final summary that closes this manual of rules for the Holocaust (7:37-38). These details of the ritual sacrifice were prescribed when the Lord called Moses from the Tabernacle, thus emphasizing the importance and solemnity of the revelation. He no longer spoke from the top of Mount Sinai with thunder and lightning, as when He had delivered the Ten Commandments. Here he called to him from the tent of meeting or tabernacle, in an attitude of reconciliation. Thus, this manual for the sacrifice followed the historical narrative of the construction of the Tabernacle (Exodus 25-49). And it preceded the following historical narrative of the ordination of the priesthood (Leviticus 8-10). The historical narrative would not continue, (except in the incident of Leviticus 24:10-13), until the numbering of the Israelite tribes to set up the camp at Sinai (recounted in Numbers 1-4).

Regarding the phrase "The Lord called", I will say that His call is for those who hear His voice. This is important to emphasize. God is today calling human beings to be reconciled to Him. The church is like a called body, and its members are the elect because they have been called. The apostle Paul says in his first letter to the Corinthians 1:22-24 "For indeed the Jews ask for signs, and the Greeks seek wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to the Jews, and foolishness to the Gentiles; but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God".

"Called" does not refer to those who only hear; but to those who have heard and responded. I would like to ask you a question: Have you heard him, and have you responded?

Our reading today ends at verse 2, which reads:

"Speak to the children of Israel and say to them, 'When any one of you brings an offering to the Lord, you shall bring your offering of animals from the herd or flock.'"

Our passage today ends with God in an attitude of calling, of offering His revelation and of setting forth the terms under which the sacrificial system that pointed to the person of Christ would be established.

And today God continues to call and as we listen to His voice from His Word, which has demonstrated His love and power by sending Jesus Christ, who died and rose again, we can only respond to His invitation.
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Leviticus 1:3-17
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We were finishing our previous episode when God called Moses from the Tabernacle or tent of meeting and began to give him instructions. We had said that on this solemn and important occasion, Moses was receiving a manual of rules for the sacrificial system. Let us read again, as a reminder, verse 2, together with verse 3:

"Speak to the children of Israel and say to them, "When any of you brings an offering to the Lord, you shall bring your offering of livestock or of the flock. If your offering is a burnt offering of livestock, you shall offer a male without blemish; you shall offer it at the entrance of the tent of meeting, that it may be accepted before the LORD."

These words included a general invitation to all the people. The Lord Jesus also said: If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. This general invitation includes the whole human family. No one is excluded, except those who exclude themselves. The Lord Jesus presented only the following condition: "If anyone is thirsty". You might say "I am not thirsty". Well, then this invitation will not be for you". But if you are thirsty, He asks you to come to Him, because He can satisfy you. The prophet Isaiah in 55:1, All you who are thirsty, come to the waters; anyone can come to Christ, if they choose to come. There must be a need and a desire. If you have it, come!

There were 2 types of animals that were used for the holocaust. Cattle and sheep are mentioned. Wild animals, which were prey animals, were excluded. Carnivorous animals were forbidden in all sacrifices. Animals that killed other animals for a living could never illustrate or reveal Christ, who came to give His life as a ransom for many.

An additional restriction stated that the animal had to be pure and had to be domesticated. It could not have been caught in a hunt. Only those animals that were valuable and esteemed by the owner could be offered in sacrifice, because they foreshadowed Christ. God did not spare His own Son. Christ suffered on the cross, but His Father suffered in heaven. The final restriction referred to the animal being obedient to the human being, thus being a great figure of Christ, who was an obedient servant. He had come to serve and was obedient unto death.

The burnt offering was the offering mentioned until the time of Leviticus and the only offering that was presented by those who wanted to approach God. In Hebrew the root word for burnt offering is olah, which means "to ascend" or "that which ascends". The burnt sacrifice ascended in the form of smoke. It was totally consumed by the fire on the altar, leaving only the ashes. This reveals to us that the burnt offering was what God saw in Christ. In the letter to the Ephesians 5:2, the apostle Paul said that Christ "gave himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God, as a fragrant aroma." Here in Leviticus 1, we find in verses 9, 13 and 17 that the sacrifice was "of a sweet savor unto the Lord" because it was what God saw in Christ. It may not be what you and I see in Him, but it is what God does see in Him, and this is extremely important. God was saying that He was satisfied for what Jesus did for my sins and yours. God is satisfied because Jesus has paid all your debt and because He is able to save you completely to the uttermost, if you put your trust in Him. The question would be, then: are you satisfied with it?

Let us note that the animal to be sacrificed had to be male, which speaks of strength. It reminds us of the fact that the Lord Jesus is able to save, and that He is able to save totally and absolutely (Hebrews 7:25). In addition, the animal to be sacrificed would have to be free of defects, which means that it had to be ideally perfect. This characteristic speaks to us of the perfections of Christ. There are several Biblical passages that affirm this. The first letter of John 3:5, says that "in Him there is no sin". The first letter of Peter 2:22, declares that "He committed no sin". The second letter to the Corinthians 5:21 states that "he committed no sin". The letter to the Hebrews 7:26, describes Him as "holy, innocent, undefiled, separate from sinners, and exalted above the heavens". He is the beloved Son, of whom the Father could say "in whom I am well pleased," as Matthew 3:17 wrote.

Because of the atoning death of that little animal, the sinner was received by God. The animal had to be offered, not in life, but in death. This was absolutely imperative. In the same way, it is not Christ's blameless life nor our approval of Christ that saves us. Only His death can save the sinner.

In the Gospels we read that when He died, the veil or curtain of the temple was torn in two parts. It was His death that opened the way to God; it was His death that saves the sinner. The veil represented His body (Hebrews 10:20). His perfect life excludes us from the presence of God. What God requires is a life that is perfect, like Christ's, and you and I cannot reproduce it in ourselves. His life is the norm. The Father could say of Jesus, as we find in Matthew 3:17, "This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." You and I cannot live up to that standard. Therefore, the life of Christ cannot save us. It leaves us outside the presence of God, just as the veil in the tabernacle excluded the human being from the presence of God. We must have another basis to be able to come to God. The way passes through the death of Christ, which is what tore the veil of the temple. At the very moment that you and I come through the death of Christ, the way to God is opened. Consequently, it is the death of Christ that saves the sinner.

The person had to bring the offering of his own free will. You are not obligated to come to Christ. But if you want to be saved, then you will have to come to Him. God does not provide any other way. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself said, according to the Gospel of John 14:6, no one comes to the Father but by me. Someone might think this is being narrow-minded or dogmatic. In a sense it is. But the important and interesting thing is that it will lead you to God. It is not that you "have" to come to God; but that is where your free will acts. You have no obligation to come, but if you want to come to Him, then you have to come this way because God has chosen it and it is the only way. You cannot approach God on the basis of your own personal righteousness or righteousness. He cannot accept that righteousness. As the apostle Paul well expressed in his letter to Titus 3:5, He saved us, not because of works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy.

Verse 3 established another imperative: "at the entrance of the tent of meeting" The Israelites could not offer the sacrifice anywhere else. This restriction existed to keep Israel away from idolatry. They had demonstrated, time and again, a propensity to fall into idolatry. Their future history will show us that idolatry was the reason they were taken captive to Babylon. Incidentally, this warning has a message for us. It is intended to prevent us from presuming that we can come to God in our own way, on our own terms. We do not draw up the terms on which we can present ourselves to God. God is the one who sets the terms. The prophet Isaiah 64:6, was making a very human description, which does not exactly favor us when he wrote:

"We are all of us as an unclean thing, and as filthy rags all our righteous deeds."

God will not accept our justice or righteousness. There are many, many people who believe that God's righteousness is simply a protection of a level a little higher than human righteousness. Nothing of the sort! That righteousness is totally holy. The only righteousness that God can accept is His own righteousness, received by faith in Christ. No one can work for it, strive for it, or buy it. God will not accept our deficient righteousness; sooner or later it will be spoiled. For all these reasons it was important that the offering be presented at the entrance of the tent of meeting. That is why we say that there is no other way to God but His. And the Lord Jesus said: no one comes to the Father except through me.

Let us continue our reading with verse 4:

"He shall lay his hand upon the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him."

This is what has been called an act of designation and is revealed in Leviticus 24:14, where the witnesses had to lay their hands on the one who had blasphemed, before he was stoned. Moses laid his hands on Joshua, to appoint him as his successor. Dr. Kellogg, in his commentary on Leviticus, commenting on the laying of the hand on the head of the animal to be sacrificed, said the following: "It symbolized a transfer, a transmission, in accordance with God's merciful provision, of an obligation to suffer for sin, transferred from the offerer to the innocent victim. From that moment on, the victim took the place of the offerer and was treated accordingly".

In other words, when a person went and placed his hand on the head of that little animal that was to be sacrificed, he was appointing the animal to take his place. When you receive Christ as your Savior, you are saying that you are a sinner and that you cannot save yourself. And that you want to turn away from your sins, and that you want to turn to the Savior, to live for Him from that moment on. The little animal was dying in substitution for the one who offered. This is what Christ did for us. When you accept Him, it is as if you put your hand on Him, that is, you designate Him as your Savior.

Christ took our place. That is what the apostle Paul meant when in his second letter to the Corinthians 5:21, speaking of God, he wrote: "...he made him to be sin for us" and in his letter to the Romans 4:25, "he was delivered up because of our transgressions".

The idea in the Hebrew expression is to rest one's hand so that it rests heavily on another. As Psalm 88:7 says, "Thy wrath hath rested upon me". This part of the ceremony speaks of atonement and acceptance through the death of the victim; in the words of verse 4, "it shall be accepted unto him to make atonement for him."

We have said before that atonement means "to cover" and not to remove. As the letter to the Hebrews 10:4 says, For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Only Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God can take away sin.

The offering was made publicly. The person went to the tent of meeting, and went to the side of the altar where he would sacrifice the animal. It was a public act. A sinner needs to confess his faith and need for Christ publicly. By faith we place our hand upon Christ, but others need to know that we have done so. I think that is primarily the meaning of baptism, which means "to be identified with." It is a public confession of being identified with Christ in His death and resurrection. This is why water baptism was so important to the early church.

Next we are going to see the,
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Ritual for the holocaust sacrifice
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Let us read verse 5:

"Then he shall slaughter the bullock before the Lord; and the priests Aaron's sons shall offer the blood and sprinkle it on all sides upon the altar which is at the door of the tent of meeting."

The proper animal for the offering had already been chosen. Then the sinner brought the victim to the entrance of the tent of meeting, where the priest received him. The sinner himself killed the victim (it should be clarified that there was an exception in verses 14 and 15). The letter to the Romans 6:23 said, For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Here the innocent died in place of the guilty. Thus "Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust", as the apostle Peter wrote in his first letter 3:18.

Our sins led Christ to death. We can express this truth on a personal level. My sin is responsible for Christ's death; your sin is responsible for His death. Sometimes it is tiring to hear people argue about who was responsible for Christ's death. They accuse the religious leaders, the nation of Israel, the Romans... It doesn't matter to whom they point the accusations; the fact is that if you and I had not been sinners, no one would have crucified Jesus.

Each sacrifice ended with the death of the animal. Either the sinner, or the priest acting on behalf of the nation, killed the victim. There was no forgiveness apart from the shed blood of the victim. So too today, only the blood of Christ can cleanse us from all sin. After the death of the victim, the priest would sprinkle his blood over and around the altar. The blood represented life and its sprinkling was a way of presenting it before God.

Let us continue reading verses 6 to 9:

"Then he shall skin the burnt offering and divide it into its pieces. And Aaron the priest's sons shall put fire on the altar, and put wood on the fire. Then Aaron's sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the head and the fat on the wood that is on the fire on the altar. But the entrails and the legs he shall wash them with water. And the priest shall burn it all upon the altar for a burnt offering; it is an offering made by fire of a sweet savor unto the Lord."

Everything had to be done decently and in order. God is not the author of confusion. The offering was to be cut into pieces so that it could be exposed and better consumed by fire. So also the inner life of the Lord Jesus has been exposed to human observation for more than 2,000 years. It has been examined more than that of any other human being. There is more disagreement about Him than about any other personage in history. This was true during the time He lived and is still a reality today. He still asks the question, "Who do men say that I am?". And there are all kinds of opinions today, some of them true blasphemies. However, it is still true that, as the letter to the Hebrews says, He is "holy, innocent, undefiled and separate from sinners".

Let us continue reading verses 10 to 13:

"But if his burnt offering is of the flock, of the lambs or of the goats, he shall offer a male without blemish. And he shall slaughter it on the north side of the altar before the Lord; and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall sprinkle the blood on the altar on all sides. Then he shall divide it into its pieces, with its head and the fat, and the priest shall place them on the wood that is on the fire on the altar. But the entrails and the legs he shall wash with water, and the priest shall offer it all, burning it on the altar; it is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the Lord."

Let us observe again that the offering was cut into pieces to be totally exposed to the fire on the altar.

Fire does not necessarily represent hell, vengeance or wrath. For example, in the burning bush from which God called Moses, fire did not represent that. Often fire represents the purifying energy and irresistible power of God. The prophet Malachi 3:3 said, And He shall sit as a caster and purifier of silver, and shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver. Fire is, then, that irresistible energy of God that sometimes destroys and sometimes cleanses, or even consumes. The nature of the object determines the process that will take place.

Here in the holocaust, it speaks to us of Christ's total commitment to God. It is an absolute consecration. Which is essential also in our experience, if we are to worship God in spirit and in truth. The book of Deuteronomy 4:24 For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.

I would like to say gently but emphatically that we cannot serve God unless we allow Him to cleanse and purify our lives. Let us read verses 14 to 16:

"But if his offering to the Lord is a burnt offering of fowls, then he shall bring his offering of turtledoves or young pigeons. And the priest shall bring it to the altar, and take off its head, and burn it on the altar; and its blood shall be wrung out on the side of the altar. He shall also take off its crop with its feathers and cast it beside the altar, toward the east, in the place of the ashes."

Poverty was no excuse for not bringing God an offering. A bird could substitute for the animal. Anyone could have a bird and offer it. Recall that when the Lord was born, His parents offered turtledoves, for they were poor. The Lord would be born in a poor home.

Let us now turn to consider,
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The reasons for the holocaust
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Let us read verse 17:

"Then he shall split it by the wings, without dividing it; and the priest shall burn it on the altar, on the wood that is on the fire; it is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the Lord."

This was the third time it was mentioned that an offering offered a pleasing aroma to the Lord. This makes it perfectly clear what the reason for offering this sacrifice was. It is what God sees in Jesus Christ.

Let's see now, finally,
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Holocaust law
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This law is detailed in Leviticus 6:8-13. The morning and evening offerings were burnt offerings offered by Aaron and the priests to God for the nation (Exodus 29:38?46). It was called a continual burnt offering. So also Christ, in his priestly consecration, lives perpetually to intercede for us.

This, then, is the meaning of the law of burnt offering. God is satisfied with Jesus and sees us in Christ. He is, then, satisfied with us. It is appropriate to quote here what the apostle Paul said in Romans 3:21-24: "But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been manifested, attested by the law and the prophets; that is, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ, to all who believe; for there is no distinction; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."

It is worth asking, do you have Christ's sacrifice on the cross between you and your sins? His blood has been shed so that you may have eternal life. Have you trusted in Him? God sees Christ as the only one who can satisfy Him for your sins. Do you see Him that way too? Are you even trying to bring your own weak personality, and your own goodness, your own righteousness, to offer to God? God will not receive such an offering. He will only accept what Christ has done for you and He will consider Christ's righteousness as your righteousness. Believe in Him today, and you will live!
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Subject: The cereal offering

The offerings speak to us of the person and work of Christ. The burnt offering was a figure of Christ in depth and in his death. The cereal offering reveals the humanity of Jesus in all its beauty and perfection.

The reading of these first instructions will seem, at first glance, that we are before a recipe for making bread. Since there was no shedding of blood, this offering was different from all the others. However, it was generally presented with some offerings in which there was bloodshed. This grain offering could be presented cooked or uncooked. Aaron and his sons received a portion of the offering for themselves, which was to be eaten by all the males of Aaron's family.

This cereal offering exposes the humanity of Jesus in all His perfections. His deity is not here under consideration. He was perfectly human, and the perfect human being. God's purpose for man was fulfilled in Jesus. He was the second man, but the last Adam. There would be no more men like Adam. But some more men would be made precisely like him. He is the last Adam, the head of a new people. Said the apostle John in his first letter, 3:2. Beloved, we are now the sons of God and it is not yet manifest what we shall be. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him because we shall see Him as He is.

The human being, as he exists in the world today, is the most colossal failure in God's universe. Have you ever stopped to think about it? The Holy Scriptures are very clear and specific on this point. As the apostle Paul said in his letter to the Romans 3:12 and 23: they have all gone astray, (the original text suggests here that they are in a state of ruin) and have become worthless; for they have all sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

God cannot save us on the basis of our observance of the Law for the simple reason that God sees our imperfections. We cannot keep or obey the Law. We cannot present to Him a perfect life. God cannot save us in our imperfections because He is a holy God and requires absolute justice, righteousness and perfection. Imperfection is the best we can bring, which is why humanity is a failure.

"The way of peace they have not known". This phrase quoted from the letter to the Romans has been and is confirmed by the daily newspaper. And why? Because war and violence nestle in the very human heart. With feverish energy human beings continue today to try to perfect horrible and diabolical instruments of destruction. Surely this cannot be man's goal.

God has another purpose for man and if you want to know what He intends to do, look to Jesus. He is the Man who pleased God. There was glory in His human life. The beauty of Jesus' personality and conduct was truly like a pleasing perfume. His attractiveness has filled the world with a new hope and ideal for mankind.

The following is a brief FORESTRY

The Cereal Offering (The Beauty of Christ), chapter 2.

a. Mixed but not cooked, vers. 1-3.

b. Mixed and cooked, vers. 4-13.

c. First fruits of ears of corn, sprinkled with oil and incense, vers. 14-16.

d. Law of the grain offering, chapter 6:14-32.
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The mixed but uncooked offering
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Let us read verse 1:

"When anyone offers a grain offering as an offering to the Lord, his offering shall be of fine flour, on which he shall pour oil and put incense."

The offering had to be made with the best quality flour, which in those times was an exceptional product. They did not have the large mills that we have today. In fact, they ground the grain by hand in a kind of stone vessel or mortar, using a pestle to pound it. Often, the ground grain was coarse and uneven if the grinder was careless or in a hurry. If the flour required was to be of the highest quality, much time needed to be devoted to the preparation process. As the preparation of this offering included a high quality flour, the grain had to have been pounded a lot and properly.

This offering presents us, then, with the personality of the Lord Jesus. Today we would surely say that He had a healthy, stable and harmonious personality. He was a normal person. Indeed, I believe He was the only normal person who has ever been on this earth. Sin has made the members of the human race unequal, irregular, abnormal, partial. One part of our personality has become overdeveloped, at the expense of some other area of our personality.

In college I had occasion to take a course in psychology, with an emphasis on abnormal cases. In my senior year I went to see the professor of the department in his office to tell him that when we were examining the etiology, that is, the causes of diseases of all forms of abnormality, he had discovered that I had symptoms of all those forms of abnormality. After laughing, he replied, "I was wondering when you would come. All the rest of the class has already been here. They all have those symptoms, and so do I. We all have them! We all have them! A leading psychologist once declared that all members of the human race are currently a little off-center. Jesus was truly the only normal person.

Let us observe how unequal was the character of the Bible characters. Samson had been capable of great physical feats, but he seems to have been weak and soft, both in his will and in his mind. Paul, mentally, was a giant, though he appears to have been physically weak. Simon Peter was driven by his emotions; even having publicly declared that he would die for Jesus, at the critical moment he denied knowing him, which revealed a definite weakness in the area of his will. King Saul was stubborn, obstinate, unable to yield and submit in obedience to God, which led to his deposition and subsequently, his death. All those men were very unequal and had overdeveloped and underdeveloped personalities.

In contrast to them and to all of us, Jesus was balanced, and had the same serenity and stability in all areas of His personality. He was able to forcefully chase the money changers out of the temple and take the children gently into His arms. When He was 12 years old, the religious leaders were amazed at His wisdom. John told us in his Gospel 7:15, that when He began to teach, the people, surprised, said: How can this man know about letters without having studied? However, the Lord Jesus never appealed to His intellect as the basis for making a judgment, nor was that ever His criterion of conduct. He came to fulfill the will of His Father and that was the motivation for His actions.

Jesus could weep at the tomb of his friend Lazarus, or over the indifferent city of Jerusalem. At the same time, he would raise Lazarus from the dead, and pronounce a severe judgment on Jerusalem, which would be fulfilled historically and literally. He was never swayed or guided by his emotions. He was never obstinate; yet nothing prevented him from going to Jerusalem to die. At all times He was able to say that not His will but His father's will be done. In John 6:38, He Himself declared, For I am come down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. His own volitional nature was not the pattern for His action. He was regular, uniform and constant and all of us, unequal, irregular, inconstant and unpredictable.

Returning to the offering, in verse 1 it says that "oil shall be poured on it". The oil speaks of the Holy Spirit. In verses 4 and 5 it says that the offering would be "kneaded with oil". In verse 6 it says, "you shall pour oil on it" and in verse 7, it says "with oil". The offering was soaked in oil. So we see that the oil was a very important part of the offering and was applied to the offering in different ways.

The prominence of the Holy Spirit in the human life of Jesus was very visible. Let us compare Him to the offering and the oil:

He was born of the Spirit - "mingled with oil" (Luke 1:35).

He was baptized by the Spirit - "oil on her" (Matthew 3:16 and 17).

Spirit-empowered - "you shall pour oil" (Mark 1:12)

He taught, performed miracles and offered Himself in the power of the Holy Spirit - "with oil" (John 3:34; Matthew 12:28).

If the Lord Jesus in His perfect humanity needed the Holy Spirit, surely you and I need Him to an even greater degree. We can do nothing on our own.

The incense was prepared with a secret formula. It was a kind of incense, the product of a mixture (Exodus 30:34) but distinguished from it. It was made from some part of a plant or tree, perhaps from the bark or leaves, and exuded its fragrance only when that substance was broken, beaten, burned or put under pressure. This speaks to us of the life of the Lord Jesus, as He manifested the fragrance of His life under the fires of stress, pressures and persecution. This is what the Father saw in Him, considering Him as the One in whom He was well pleased. There was in His life the fragrance of a special perfume and there should be in our lives as well, for we belong to Him.

Let us continue reading verse 2:

"Then he shall bring it to the priests the sons of Aaron; and the priest shall take of it a handful of the fine flour, with the oil and with all the frankincense thereof. And the priest shall burn it for a memorial upon the altar; it is an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the Lord."

The priests received a portion of the grain offering. They were to take a percentage of each element. Apparently, what was left over was mixed and then burned on the altar. Verse 3 goes on to say:

"The rest of the cereal offering belongs to Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy thing of the offerings made by fire to the Lord."

Emphasis is placed on the fact that this offering was burnt on the altar although no blood was shed in connection with it. Great emphasis was placed on the fire (as can be seen in verses 2, 9, 16 and chapter 6:15, 17, 18).

Let us now turn to verses 4 to 10,
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The mixed and cooked offering
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"When you offer an oblation of a grain offering baked in the oven, it shall be of cakes of fine flour unleavened, mingled with oil, or of unleavened puff pastry, anointed with oil. And if your oblation is a meal offering prepared in a pan, it shall be of fine flour, unleavened, mingled with oil. You shall break it in pieces and pour oil on it; it is a cereal offering. If your oblation is a cereal offering prepared in a casserole, it shall be made of fine flour mingled with oil. When you bring the meal offering made of these things to the LORD, it shall be presented to the priest, and he shall bring it to the altar. And the priest shall take of the cereal offering his portion for a memorial, and burn it on the altar as an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the Lord. And the rest of the cereal offering belongs to Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy thing of the offerings made by fire unto the Lord."

These are detailed instructions for the ritual of the cereal offering and, frankly, as we said at the beginning, they look like a recipe for making bread. The emphasis on the best flour and oil is repeated again and again, as well as the fire. I want to clarify emphatically that the fire here, under no circumstances symbolizes hell. Rather, it is the purifying energy and power of God, which brought out the sweetness in the life of Christ.

In verse 9 it specifically mentions it as a "pleasing aroma to the Lord". The final and fullest meaning of this offering is what God sees in Christ. His gentleness, his sweetness, emerged under pressure. In your experience and mine gentleness does not always come to the fore when we are under pressure. I have heard many Christians express very unpleasant things when under stress. In the case of Christ, the greater the stress placed upon Him, the gentler He behaved. The Lord Jesus could say, as He expressed in John 8:29; And He that sent me is with me; he hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.

What was left over from the cereal offering was for Aaron and his sons. Believers have the high privilege of sharing Christ with God the Father. What do you see in Him? Do you see that sweetness in Him? Have you perceived that sweet fragrance that comes from His life?

A passage from the Gospel of John 6:53-58 says.

"Then said Jesus unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me and I in him. As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so he who eats me will live because of me. This is the bread which came down from heaven; not as your fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread shall live forever."

If we wish to have that gentleness in our character, we must partake of Christ. Not literally, of course. We partake of Him by faith and appropriate Him in our lives. Just as physical food and drink sustains physical life, incorporating itself into our body, becoming part of it, so Jesus, the true spiritual food and drink, sustains spiritually those who follow Him. By thus partaking of Him, He becomes an integral part of us and we enjoy a communion, a permanent fellowship with Him. His character becomes part of our lives.

Let us continue reading verse 11:

"No cereal offering that you offer to the Lord shall be made with leaven, for you shall not burn any leaven or any honey as an offering made by fire to the Lord."

The ingredients excluded from this offering are as important as the ingredients included. The 2 mentioned here are yeast and honey.

Leaven is frequently cited in the Bible. In all passages it is presented as a principle of evil. The Lord Jesus Christ warned His disciples about the leaven of the Pharisees. He was talking about the doctrine of the Pharisees, about their teaching. That was the leaven, that is, the bad teaching. So leaven represents the principle of evil. Leaven was an ingredient to be excluded from the offering. This speaks to us of the reality that there was no evil in Christ, that is, that there was no sin in the life of Christ.

Honey was also excluded. It represents natural sweetness. It can turn sour, as can leaven. There are Christians who assume a pious posture or attitude in public. But in their private life, and as far as their relationship life is concerned, they engage in slander and malicious gossip. They are people who, outwardly, are as if covered with honey. But that sweetness turns into acrimony when the true personality comes out.

The Lord Jesus expressed in word and conduct what He really was. There was no corruption in His life. Figuratively speaking, He did not outwardly exhibit the sweetness of honey, nor was there leaven in His words, so that they would be acceptable to normal people. Let us continue reading verse 12:

"As an offering of firstfruits you shall offer them to the Lord, but they shall not ascend as a pleasing aroma upon the altar."

This offering was a sacrifice that gave off a pleasant aroma, but it was not to derive its sweetness from savory ingredients, such as yeast and the natural sweetness of honey. Let us read verse 13

"Moreover, every cereal offering of yours you shall season with salt, so that the salt of the covenant of your God may not be lacking from your cereal offering; with all your offerings you shall offer salt."

Salt was the final ingredient included in the grain offering. Salt is a preservative and the opposite of leaven. Leaven produces decay; salt preserves from corruption.

Salt was a sign of faithfulness between the offerer and God. Christ is faithful; this is one of his many-faceted names. It is already said in the book of Revelation 19:11, that he is Faithful and True. He is the Lord Jesus.

Christ offered Himself to God. We can offer ourselves to God because of His mercy. We should be found faithful. Christians are to be the salt of the world, which we do by offering ourselves to God as a living sacrifice (in the language of Romans 12:1 and 2). Let us now talk a little about the,
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