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BRAVE LEADERS
AND ACTIVISTS


BY J.P.MILLER AND CHELLIE CARROLL

BLACK STORIES MATTER
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A law should never be written to alienate a group or class of people.  Yet this has been the plight of black people and other people of colour throughout the world for centuries. Civil rights activists have had to fight for their rights all over the world. These heroes were determined to overturn laws that discriminated against them. They fought to abolish anything that segregated or simply denied equal access to employment, 

education, medical treatment or public facilities.  

In Black Stories Matter: Brave Leaders and Activists, you will read the stories of black civil rights activists from around the world. Whether in Africa, the USA, Britain or Australia, their stories run parallel to each other. These are only a few of the men and women who have used  their voice to fight for equal treatment and opportunities. It is their  feet that paved the way and their shoulders that black people and  

other people of colour stand upon today.

J.P Milleris a children’s book writer who is eager to tell stories about little and well known facts in the African Diaspora. She hopes that her stories will tear down age-long stereotypes and shed light on the many contributions of people of colour throughout the world. J.P lives in 

Metro Atlanta, Georgia, USA.

 

Chellie Carrollis an artist from The Dark Peak, who shares her time between her two children, climbing the crags in the Derbyshire hills and 

producing illustrations that inspire the imagination.
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Becoming a leader meant tackling even bigger world problems but Kofi Annan was ready for it. Growing up in what is now Ghana, his parents taught him that people are never too young to lead. Kofi had worked forthe United Nations for30 years before he became its seventh Secretary General in 1997. He was the first person of African heritage to be elected to that role. 

THE WEIGHT OF THE WORLD

KOFI ANNAN
KOFI ANNAN
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BORN: 

8 April 1938 – died 18 August 2018

NATIONALITY: 

Ghanaian

OCCUPATION:  

Diplomat

Kofi and his twin sister were born in Kumasi, a city in Gold Coast (now Ghana), in 1938. Their father was a businessman and a respected tribal leader who was able to givehis four children a good education. Kofi went to university in the USA and Switzerland, and then started work at the United Nations.

Since 1945, the function of the United Nations has been to protect human rights and the environment, promotepeace and maintain security foreveryone.Kofi looked forward to  the challenge. 

“I remain convinced that the only answer to this divided world must be a truly United Nations.”

 

Conflicts often brokeout between nations during his time in the job. Some involved a fewof the 193 countries that belonged to the United Nations. Then the unthinkablehappened on 11 September 2001.

At 8:45 a.m. an American Airlines plane crashed into the North Tower of the World Trade Center in New York, USA, killing all its passengers and crew. 
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Smoke filled the air and huge chunks of debris fell to the ground. The emergency services rushed to the scene with their sirens blaring. The city was in chaos. At first people thought that the crash was an accident. Then, the unthinkable happened again. 

As millions watched the news stories of the first crash, a second passenger plane crashed into the South Tower of the World Trade Center. 

Flames burst from the building and another smoke plume rose up into the New York skyline. People started to realise that this was a deliberate act. 

In all, four planes crashed that day. One flew into the Pentagon in Washington DC at 9:37 a.m. and the fourth crashed in an open field in Pennsylvania half-an- hour later. Almost 3,000 people died in the attacks.

 Kofi,acting as Secretary General of the United Nations, responded passionately to the terrible events: 

“There can be no doubt that these attacks are deliberate acts of terrorism,carefully planned and coordinated and as such I condemn them utterly. Terrorism must be fought resolutely wherever it appears.” 
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A resolution was written and passed by the United Nations on 28 September 2011. It stopped member countries from sending aid money to places that might use the money to pay forterrorist acts. It also banned suspected terrorists from travelling, and ordered countries to make careful checks of asylum seekers, to make sure they had no links to terrorist groups. It was among the most radical resolutions that the United Nations has ever considered. 

Kofi spent ten years as General Secretary of theUnited Nations. During this time, he tackled some of the world’s biggest problems, including terrorism, poverty and the AIDS crisis. He is remembered forhis strong leadership in tackling terrorism but is often criticised fornot acting quickly enough to prevent the genocide in Rwanda in the 1990s, when he was head of peacekeeping at the United Nations. 

In 2001 Kofi Annan and the United Nations were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. This recognised Kofi’s actions in making the United Nations a stronger organisation and forhis work there in protecting human rights.  
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There was not another soul in sight as  Harriet Tubman crossed the state border into Pennsylvania. She had escaped slavery and her lifein Maryland, 150 kilometres away. Freedom awaited her on the other side of the Mason Dixon Line, which divided the slave-owning southern states from the free northern states  of the USA. Sheer determination pushed  Harriet across it.  

ESCAPE TOFREEDOM

BORN: 

c.1820 – died 10 

March 1913

NATIONALITY: 

American

OCCUPATION: 

Civil rights activist

HARRIET TUBMAN
HARRIET TUBMAN
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“When I found I had crossed that line, I looked at my hands tosee if I wasthe same person.”

 

Born into slavery, 27-year-old Harriet had lived in Maryland forher entire life.She stood at the crossroads of her past  and her future. 

 

When Harriet looked at her past, she saw her six-year-old self being beaten with a whip for the smallest of things. Harriet had been called ‘Minty’ back then, short forher birth name, Araminta. She took a new name when she started her new lifeand changed her name to Harriet, after her mother. 

Harriet recalled being made to crawl through the thick mud of the Little Black River to hunt muskrats when she was just a 
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