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            Paul interweaves doctrine and practice throughout this brief but powerful letter in a way that integrates eternal truth and daily transformation. Note particularly the testimony of God's truthfulness in Titus 1:1-4. Then reflect on His wonderful goodness, love, and grace that not only redeems but also motivates us to do good (Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7). This is the essence of the gospel!
Reading this letter is essential for anyone who desires to put the gospel into practice. In it you will find an outline of qualities for church leaders, guidelines for a godly life—including successful relationships with family, friends, and society—and an emphasis on faith that overcomes division and discord among believers.
The shortest of Paul's epistles, it is also a private epistle. Onesimus, a slave who had run away from his master Philemon's house, stealing some of his belongings, found himself in Rome. There he was converted under Paul's ministry. Paul writes this letter to ask Philemon, a wealthy man and member of the church in Colossae, to forgive Onesimus and receive him as a brother in Christ. This epistle was written during Paul's first imprisonment in Rome.
At that time, most fugitive slaves suffered severe punishment, and in some cases even death, if they were captured. Philemon, Onesimus' master, was also a Christian and a close friend of Paul. Paul sent Onesimus with this letter in hand to Philemon in order to restore their broken relationship, for now they were brothers in Christ.
Without a doubt, this is one of the most wonderful illustrations of grace and forgiveness in the Bible. Paul's deep concern for reconciliation calls us to apply these same principles of love and compassion in our own relationships. Since we too are in need of God's grace and forgiveness, this is a statement that welcomes the cleansing available to all of us through Jesus, our mediator who has come to set us free with his offer of forgiveness!
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Apparently, Paul and Titus had been together in a ministry on the island of Crete (as we see in Titus 1:5). We do not know how long they stayed there. As we go through the epistle we will learn something about the people who lived on that island. Paul certainly did not think highly of them. The apostle evidently left there to go elsewhere and so he wrote this letter to Titus, giving him instructions on what he was to do as a young preacher as long as he stayed in Crete. The date when this letter was written can be set between the years 64 to 67 AD.

The fact that the ministries of Paul and Titus in Crete were not mentioned in the book of the Acts of the Apostles reveals that this book does not contain the entire record of activities of the early church. In fact, this book is a very brief record, and only the ministries of two of the apostles were emphasized: that of Peter in the first part of the book and that of Paul in the second part of the work. And we do not even have a complete record of the ministries of these two apostles.

In the two epistles to the Thessalonians, Paul's great emphasis fell on the coming of Christ, which was a beautiful and bright hope for him. Paul's critics have claimed that this was his position in the early part of his ministry, but that later on, he no longer emphasized it. However, the letter to Titus was written about the same time as 1 Timothy, right at the end of the apostle Paul's ministry. In Titus 2:13, Paul wrote: 13while we wait for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. Dear reader, Paul had not lost the blessed hope of the church. We believe that that hope was shining radiantly and would shine even more brightly, as we see in the words of the apostle Peter in his second letter 1:19, when he said: until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

Timothy and Titus were two young preachers whom Paul had the privilege of leading to the Lord. Paul called them both "sons," his true sons; that is, he brought them both to a saving knowledge of Christ.

Paul wrote letters to both young men; we have two letters to Timothy and one letter addressed to Titus. These letters were called Pastoral Letters, because in them Paul gave these young preachers instructions about the local church. These letters have proven to be very helpful to us today. We have so many other kinds of instructions relating to the local church, that we suppose, we could fill a whole library with the books that have been written on how to conduct the local church. In the Bible we have only these three epistles, and they are very brief; yet they give us information on church procedures. The impression they leave us with is that if there is a lack or a need in a church, the problem does not lie in the organization or in the system that was used. That is, if there is a need in a church, it is a spiritual need.

Frankly, we know very little about either of these young preachers, Timothy and Titus. Titus, however, seems to have been stronger than Timothy, both physically and spiritually. The Apostle Paul expressed less concern for Titus' welfare than for Timothy's. Titus was probably a more mature person. Titus was probably a more mature person, and possessed a more virile personality.

Timothy was a Jew who was circumcised by Paul, but Titus was not a Jew and Paul refused to circumcise him. Recall that in the epistle to the Galatians we read that the Apostle took Titus with him to Jerusalem, and since he was not a Jew, the apostle did not allow him to be circumcised (as we can see in Galatians 2:1-3. But when he took Timothy with him, Paul had him circumcised (as we can see in Acts 16:1-3). So Paul circumcised one of the young preachers and refused to circumcise the other. If one were to deduce a rule from that attitude, it would be the following, which we find in Galatians 6:15, For, in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but the new creature.

Paul said that he wanted to become equal to all in order to somehow win some to Christ. Among the Jews, he became a Jew, and among the non-Jews, he wanted to be like a non-Jew. He had Timothy circumcised because they would go to the synagogues. But in that great church council that was held in Jerusalem, the gospel was at stake, and Paul would not allow some element of legalism to creep into the church (as we can see in Acts 15); therefore, he refused to allow Titus to be circumcised.

So it is, that we can appreciate, reader friend, that it is risky to establish a series of little rules that are nothing more than a ritual by which some try to live the Christian life. Unless you have a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, everything else is absolutely worthless.

In this epistle to Titus we have a good picture of a New Testament church in its full realization in community, as an organization. There are people who write to us saying that they are members of a New Testament church. But let us keep in mind the control of the Holy Spirit that existed in a church of that time. Let us remember the tragic case of Ananias and Sapphira who died for having lied to the Holy Spirit (as we can see in Acts 5). We can imagine what would happen today in some Christian communities if this principle were in force today.

According to this epistle before us, the ideal Church is that which (1) has a well-ordered organization, (2) has a good doctrine, well founded on the Word of God and (3) is pure in life, and is prepared to do every good work. This is the image of the New Testament Church that this epistle to Titus presents to us. In the epistles to Timothy the emphasis fell on the need for the teaching of sound doctrine in the church. In the letter to Titus, the emphasis was placed on the importance of God's order for the conduct of the churches. In fact, the passage of Titus 1:5 is the key to the whole epistle. This verse says: 5For this reason I left you in Crete, that you might correct the deficiencies and establish elders in every city, just as I commanded you. In other words, Titus had to put things in order in the churches of Crete.

In chapter 1 Paul said that the church had to be an orderly organization (as we see in Titus 1:5). In chapter 2 he emphasized that the church was to teach and preach the Word of God. He said in verse 1, 1But you speak what is in accordance with sound doctrine. He said that the church was to be doctrinally sound and well founded in the faith. And then in chapter 3, we see that the church is to perform good works. The apostle said in 3:1, 1Remind them to be subject to the rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready to every good work. In other words, the church is saved by grace, must live by grace, and must
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