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HENRY JAMES was born in 1843 in Washington Place, New York, of Scottish and Irish ancestry. His father was a prominent theologian and philosopher and his elder brother, William, also became famous as a philosopher. James attended schools in New York and later in London, Paris and Geneva, before briefly entering the Law School at Harvard in 1862. In 1865 he began to contribute reviews and short stories to American journals. He visited Europe twice as an adult before moving to Paris in 1875, where he met Flaubert, Turgenev and other literary figures. However, after a year he moved to London, where he met with such success in society that he confessed to accepting 107 invitations in the winter of 1878–9 alone. In 1898 he left London and went to live at Lamb House, Rye, Sussex. Henry James became a naturalized British citizen in 1915, and was awarded the Order of Merit in 1916, shortly before his death in February of that year.

In addition to many short stories, plays, books of criticism, biography and autobiography, and much travel writing, he wrote some twenty novels, the first of which, Watch and Ward, appeared serially in the Atlantic Monthly in 1870. His novella ‘Daisy Miller’ (1878) established him as a literary figure on both sides of the Atlantic. Other novels include Roderick Hudson (1875), The American (1877), The Europeans (1878), Washington Square (1880), The Portrait of a Lady (1881), The Bostonians (1886), The Princess Casamassima (1886), The Tragic Muse (1890), The Spoils of Poynton (1897), What Maisie Knew (1897), The Awkward Age (1899), The Wings of the Dove (1902), The Ambassadors (1903) and The Golden Bowl (1904).
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Chronology

1843 15 April: HJ born at 21 Washington Place in New York City, second of five children of Henry James (1811–82), speculative theologian and social thinker, whose strict entrepreneur father had amassed wealth estimated at $ 3 million, one of the top ten American fortunes of his time, and his wife Mary (1810–82), daughter of James Walsh, a New York cotton merchant of Scottish family.

1843–5 Accompanies parents to Paris and London.

1845–7 James family returns to USA and settles in Albany, NY.

1847–55 Family settles in New York City; HJ taught by tutors and in private schools.

1855–8 Family travels in Europe: Geneva, London, Paris, Boulogne-sur-Mer. Returns to USA and settles in Newport, Rhode Island.

1859–60 Family in Europe again: HJ attends scientific school, then the Academy (later the University) in Geneva. Learns German in Bonn.

September 1860: Family returns to Newport. HJ makes friends with future critic T. S. Perry (who records that HJ ‘was continually writing stories, mainly of a romantic kind’) and artist John La Farge.

1861–3 Injures his back helping to extinguish a fire in Newport and is exempted from military service in American Civil War (1861–5).

Autumn 1862: Enters Harvard Law School for a term. Begins to send stories to magazines.

1864 February: First short story, ‘A Tragedy of Error’, published anonymously in Continental Monthly.

May: Family moves to 13 Ashburton Place, Boston, Massachusetts.

October: Unsigned review published in North American Review.

1865 March: First signed tale, ‘The Story of a Year’, appears in Atlantic Monthly. HJ’s criticism published in first number of the Nation (New York).

1866–8 Continues reviewing and writing stories.

Summer 1866: W. D. Howells, novelist, critic and influential editor, becomes a friend.

November: Family moves to 20 Quincy Street, beside Harvard Yard, in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

1869 Travels for his health to England, where he meets John Ruskin, William Morris, Charles Darwin and George Eliot; also visits Switzerland and Italy.

1870 March: Death in America of his much-loved cousin Minny Temple.

May: HJ, still unwell, is reluctantly back in Cambridge.

1871 August–December: First short novel, Watch and Ward, serialized in Atlantic Monthly.

1872–4 Accompanies invalid sister Alice and aunt Catherine Walsh (‘Aunt Kate’) to Europe in May. Writes travel pieces for the Nation. Between October 1872 and September 1874 spends periods of time in Paris, Rome, Switzerland, Homburg and Italy without his family.

Spring 1874: Begins first long novel, Roderick Hudson, in Florence.

September: Returns to USA.

1875 January: Publishes A Passionate Pilgrim, and Other Tales, his first work to appear in book form. It is followed by Transatlantic Sketches (travel pieces) and then by Roderick Hudson (November). Spends six months in New York City (111 East 25th Street), then three in Cambridge.

11 November: Arrives at 29 rue de Luxembourg, Paris as correspondent for the New York Tribune.

December: Begins new novel, The American.

1876 Meets Gustave Flaubert, Ivan Turgenev, Edmond de Goncourt, Alphonse Daudet, Guy de Maupassant and Emile Zola.

December: Moves to London and settles at 3 Bolton Street, just off Piccadilly.

1877 Visits Paris, Florence and Rome.

May: The American is published.

1878 Meets William Gladstone, Alfred Tennyson, and Robert Browning.

February: Collection of essays, French Poets and Novelists, is the first book HJ publishes in London.

July: Novella ‘Daisy Miller’ serialized in The Cornhill Magazine; in November Harper’s publish it in the USA, establishing HJ’s reputation on both sides of the Atlantic.

September: Publishes The Europeans (novel).

1879 December: Publishes Confidence (novel) and Hawthorne (critical study).

1880 December: Publishes Washington Square (novel).

1881 October: Returns to USA; visits Cambridge, Mass.

November: Publishes The Portrait of a Lady (novel).

1882 January: Death of mother. Visits New York and Washington, D.C.

May: Travels back to England but returns to USA on death of father in December.

1883 Summer: Returns to London.

November: Fourteen-volume collected edition of fiction published by Macmillan.

December: Publishes Portraits of Places (travel writings).

1884 Sister Alice moves to London and settles near HJ.

September: Publishes A Little Tour in France (travel writings) and Tales of Three Cities; his important artistic statement ‘The Art of Fiction’ appears in Longman’s Magazine.

Becomes a friend of R. L. Stevenson and Edmund Gosse. Writes to his American friend Grace Norton: ‘I shall never marry… I am both happy enough and miserable enough, as it is.’

1885–6 Publishes two serial novels, The Bostonians and The Princess Casamassima.

6 March 1886: Moves into flat at 34 de Vere Gardens.

1887 Spring and summer: Visits Florence and Venice. Continues friendship (begun in 1880) with American novelist Constance Fenimore Woolson.

1888 Publishes The Reverberator (novel), ‘The Aspern Papers’ (novella) and Partial Portraits (criticism).

1889 Collection of tales, A London Life, published.

1890 The Tragic Muse (novel) published.

1891 Play version of The American has a short run in the provinces and London.

1892 February: Publishes The Lesson of the Master (story collection).

March: Death of Alice James in London.

1893 Three volumes of tales published: The Real Thing (March), The Private Life (June), The Wheel of Time (September).

1894 Deaths of Constance Fenimore Woolson and R. L. Stevenson.

1895 5 January: Play Guy Domville is greeted by boos and applause on its première at St James’s Theatre; HJ abandons playwriting for many years.

Visits Ireland. Takes up cycling. Publishes two volumes of tales, Terminations (May) and Embarrassments (June).

1896 Publishes The Other House (novel).

1897 Two novels, The Spoils of Poynton and What Maisie Knew, published.

February: Starts dictating, due to wrist problems.

September: Takes lease on Lamb House, Rye, Sussex.

1898 June: Moves into Lamb House. Sussex neighbours include the writers Joseph Conrad, H. G. Wells and Ford Madox Hueffer (Ford).

August: Publishes In the Cage (short novel).

October: ‘The Turn of the Screw’, ghost story included in The Two Magics, proves his most popular work since ‘Daisy Miller’.

1899 April: Novel The Awkward Age published.

August: Buys the freehold of Lamb House.

1900 Shaves off his beard.

August: Publishes collection of tales, The Soft Side.

Friendship with American novelist Edith Wharton develops.

1901 February: Publishes novel The Sacred Fount.

1902 August: Publishes novel The Wings of the Dove.

1903 February: Publishes collection of tales The Better Sort.

September: Publishes novel The Ambassadors.

October: Publishes memoir William Wetmore Story and his Friends.

1904 August: Sails to USA, his first visit for twenty-one years. Travels to New England, New York, Philadelphia, Washington, the South, St Louis, Chicago, Los Angeles and San Francisco.

November: Publishes novel The Golden Bowl.

1905 January: Is President Theodore Roosevelt’s guest at the White House. Elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters.

July: Back in Lamb House, begins revising works for the New York Edition of The Novels and Tales of Henry James.

October: Publishes English Hours (travel essays).

1906–8 Selects, arranges, prefaces and has illustrations made for New York Edition (published 1907–9, twenty-four volumes).

1907 January: Publishes The American Scene (travel essays).

1908 March: Play The High Bid produced at Edinburgh.

1909 October: Publishes Italian Hours (travel essays).

Health problems.

1910 August: Travels to USA with brother William, who dies a week after their return.

October: Publishes The Finer Grain (tales).

1911 August: Returns to England.

October: Publishes The Outcry (novel adapted from play). Begins work on autobiography.

1912 June: Receives honorary doctorate from Oxford University.

October: Takes flat at 21 Carlyle Mansions, Cheyne Walk, Chelsea; suffers from shingles.

1913 March: Publishes A Small Boy and Others (first volume of autobiography).

Portrait painted by John Singer Sargent for seventieth birthday (15 April).

1914 March: Publishes Notes of a Son and Brother (second volume of autobiography).

August: Outbreak of World War One; HJ becomes passionately engaged with the British cause and helps Belgian refugees and wounded soldiers.

October: Publishes Notes on Novelists.

1915 Is made honorary president of the American Volunteer Motor Ambulance Corps.

July: Becomes a British citizen.

Writes essays about the war (collected in Within the Rim, 1919) and the Preface to Letters from America (1916) by the poet Rupert Brooke, who died the previous year.

2 December: Suffers a stroke.

1916 Awarded the Order of Merit in New Year Honours.

28 February: Dies. After his funeral in Chelsea Old Church, his ashes are smuggled back to America by sister-in-law and buried in the family plot in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Philip Horne




Introduction

First-time readers of ‘Daisy Miller’ should be aware that details of the plot are revealed in the course of this introduction.

THE PLACE OF ‘DAISY MILLER’ IN JAMES’S LIFE AND WORK

‘Daisy Miller’, first published as a magazine serial in the summer of 1878, has a very special place in the history of Henry James’s literary career. It was by far his most successful work of fiction as measured by copies sold. A list of the estimated sales of his books in his lifetime in Britain and America gives a figure of ‘above 30,000’ for ‘Daisy Miller’, and the next highest is a mere 13,500 for The Portrait of a Lady.1 It was the closest James came to writing a ‘bestseller’, though it predated the coinage of that word, and unfortunately he did not reap the monetary reward it usually implies. In those days it was necessary to publish a book in America, if only a few copies, to establish the author’s copyright there, and James was too slow to prevent ‘Daisy Miller’ from being pirated on a large scale before Harper published it in New York as a pamphlet in their ‘Half-Hour Series’. That edition sold 20,000 copies in a few weeks, but at a very low royalty-rate. In the summer of 1879 James wrote from England to his friend the novelist and man-of-letters William Dean Howells, who had reported the fame of his story in America: ‘Your account of the vogue of D.M.… embittered my spirit when I reflected that it had awakened no echo (to speak of) in my pocket. I have made 200$ by the whole American career of D.M.…’2

Nevertheless the literary status and celebrity James acquired from ‘Daisy Miller’, on both sides of the Atlantic, was a priceless asset. It is not an exaggeration to say that this modestly proportioned work, short enough to be read comfortably at a single sitting (though perhaps not, with appreciation, in half an hour), was the foundation of his distinguished subsequent career. Discerning readers had perceived the promise of his earlier fiction – the novels Roderick Hudson (1875) and The American (1877), and stories like ‘Madame de Mauves’ (1874) – but it was ‘Daisy Miller’ which really impressed his name on the collective consciousness of the English and American reading publics as a new star in the literary firmament, with a distinctive vision and voice. It was, as he wrote to his mother at the time, ‘a really quite extraordinary hit’.3 Above all, its success confirmed for the author himself that, in the social and cultural interaction of America and Europe, he had found a wonderfully rich seam of material for fictional exploitation. This is evidenced by his quickly following up ‘Daisy Miller’ with the slightly longer tale ‘An International Episode’, serialized in the winter of 1878–9, which is a kind of reversal of the earlier one, sending a couple of rather dim upper-class Englishmen to America with ironic consequences; and then collecting these two stories, together with ‘Four Meetings’, the poignant account of an American schoolmistress’s frustrated desire to see Europe (she gets no further than Le Havre), in a book published by Macmillan in England in 1879. James consolidated his reputation with The Portrait of a Lady (1881), a full-length novel about a young American heiress ‘affronting her destiny’4 in Europe, and he continued to compose variations on the ‘international theme’ throughout his career, including his late masterpieces The Wings of the Dove (1902), The Ambassadors (1903) and The Golden Bowl (1904).

It was subject matter he was uniquely fitted to explore by the circumstances of his life. He was born in New York in 1843, the second son in a family of four boys (the eldest of whom, William James, became an eminent philosopher and psychologist) and one girl, Alice. Their father, Henry James Sr, was a man of strong, unorthodox opinions on education, which his inherited income allowed him to indulge. He believed that his children would benefit from being exposed to the influence of European culture from an early age and with this aim took them on frequent extended visits to England and the Continent, where for periods they were put to school. The consequence, especially for the two eldest and most gifted brothers, was a somewhat disjointed education which retarded their discovery of their true vocations, and Henry came to believe that the restless, itinerant nature of his early life had alienated him from his native country and led him to make his literary career in Europe (for a time in France, and then permanently in England, where he settled in 1876). But if some personal and psychological loss was involved in this expatriate existence, there was an immense gain for literature, which ‘Daisy Miller’ was the first of his works to demonstrate to a large audience.

THE GENESIS OF THE STORY

Every fictional story has its moment of conception, when the basic idea, or ‘germ’ as Henry James called it, is first planted in the writer’s imagination. For James this was something often told to him in casual conversation, as in the case of ‘Daisy Miller’. In the Preface to volume XVIII of the New York Edition of The Novels and Tales of Henry James (1907–9), which included an extensively revised text of the story some thirty years after its original publication, he recalled:

It was in Rome during the autumn of 1877; a friend then living there… happened to mention – which she might perfectly not have done – some simple and uninformed American lady of the previous winter, whose young daughter, a child of nature and of freedom, accompanying her from hotel to hotel, had ‘picked up’ by the wayside, with the best conscience in the world, a good-looking Roman, of vague identity, astonished at his luck, yet (so far as might be, by the pair) all innocently, all serenely exhibited and introduced: this at least till the occurrence of some small social check, some interrupting incident, of no great gravity or dignity, and which I forget.5

Out of this slight, almost trivial, anecdote James wove a story which dramatizes profound differences of manners between America and Europe, and more importantly between different classes of Americans who meet in Europe. For the principal opposition in the action of ‘Daisy Miller’ is not between Americans and Europeans (as it was in The American for instance) but between two kinds of Americans in Europe: the upper-class, regular visitors and residents like Mrs Costello and Mrs Walker, who scrupulously observe the proprieties of ‘good’ society in the Old World (which also serves as their model in the New), and the less cultivated, more provincial nouveaux riches American tourists, like the Millers, who behave exactly as they do at home. Henry James was one of the first novelists to grasp the social significance of tourism, as an activity accessible to anyone affluent enough to take advantage of the ease of travel in the industrial age. In America – certainly in the ‘minutely hierarchical’ society of New York (17) – the snobbish Costellos and Walkers would have avoided any social contact with the Millers; in Europe, however, the latter must be either assimilated or ostentatiously excluded. Mrs Costello, who defines herself as ‘very exclusive’ (16) and is naively admired by Daisy for that attribute (20), is determined to exclude the Millers from the beginning: ‘They are very common… They are the sort of Americans that one does one’s duty by not – not accepting’ (17). Mrs Walker offers Daisy the opportunity to be assimilated, but is rebuffed, with fatal consequences. It is the European context which raises the stakes in this conflict of manners, and at the centre of the conflict, trying to interpret it, taking part in it, and having a personal interest in the outcome, is a young man who is American by birth but has lived most of his life in Europe, and does not fully belong to either society: Winterbourne. There was no such person in the anecdote which provided James with his ‘germ’; he is entirely James’s invention, and a crucial one, for the story is as much about Winterbourne as it is about Daisy Miller.

James also added to his source-story an earlier episode in a different setting: Winterbourne first meets Daisy Miller in the little resort of Vevey on the shores of Lake Geneva, and is both charmed and confused by her uninhibited friendliness, while his aunt is scandalized by her readiness to make an excursion with him to the Castle of Chillon. When Winterbourne catches up with Daisy in Rome some months later, he is disconcerted to find that she has acquired an Italian escort, Mr Giovanelli, a handsome young man of dubious social status, thought to be a fortune-hunter, whom she insists on introducing to the exclusive circle presided over by Winterbourne’s friend, Mrs Walker. The way Daisy conducts herself with this admirer without apparently being engaged to him causes her to be ostracized by Mrs Walker’s set, to which Daisy responds by flouting the conventions still more openly. When Winterbourne encounters her alone with Giovanelli in the Colosseum by moonlight, he finally decides that ‘She was a young lady whom a gentleman need no longer be at pains to respect’ (59–60). Daisy catches the ‘Roman fever’ (malaria) as a result of this rash adventure and dies shortly afterwards.

MANNERS

‘Daisy Miller’ begins as a comedy of manners and ends as a tragedy of manners. As James himself said to a correspondent two years after its first publication, ‘The whole idea of the story is the little tragedy of a light, thin, natural, unsuspecting creature being sacrificed, as it were, to a social rumpus that went on quite over her head & to which she stood in no measurable relation.’6 It may be difficult for readers in the twenty-first century to understand that a rumpus about manners could have such grave consequences, but in the nineteenth century ‘manners’ in the sense of ‘external social behaviour’ still retained some of the older meaning of ‘morals’. The conduct of Daisy and her family violates the code of manners to which Mrs Costello and Mrs Walker subscribe in several ways, some of which are explicitly noted, others merely implied in the narrative. The Millers are, for instance, much too familiar with their courier, transgressing the order of the European class-system. They do not conform to the authoritarian structure of the traditional patriarchal family: Mr Miller is at home in Schenectady, earning the money that sends his womenfolk unprotected to Europe, and Mrs Miller is a weak, unintelligent mother, unable to counsel her daughter or control her obstreperous young son. They are largely ignorant of European culture and history, and their speech lacks elegance and polish. The main issue, however, on which the whole story turns, is the proper conduct of a young unmarried woman in relation to the opposite sex.

At the time and place in which the story is set a respectable unmarried young lady was not supposed to be in the company of a man without the presence of a chaperone. The unspoken reason for this rule was to guarantee the woman’s virginity when she married. The code was therefore inherently sexist and implied a ‘double standard’ of sexual morality, assuming that men were irrepressible sexual predators who could only be prevented from seducing every available virgin by the watchful guardianship of older women. In practice a young woman could forfeit respectability merely by violating the rule, even if nobody really suspected her of having illicit sexual intercourse. This code was enforced with varying degrees of rigidity in different classes and contexts. In the upper echelons of European society, where marriages were contracts involving the redistribution of inherited wealth and property, and the perpetuation of perhaps historic family names, the guaranteed purity of brides was a high priority and
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