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This book is dedicated to all Baseball fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the game of Baseball.  Whether you played the game or not does not matter.  To all the guys I grew up with and played baseball with as well as all the players, coaches, and fellow umpires I have known throughout the years, this one’s for you!!  I hope everyone enjoys it.

One of the biggest influences on me was my High School Baseball Coach, Neil Pierce.  We shared the same love for baseball and its history.  We probably talked more about the history of the game than the strategy of the game when I played for him.  I know of no one who loves the game more than Coach Pierce.  Thanks Coach!

Steve Fulton

Make sure you read about three of our most popular books, ‘Every Diamond Does Sparkle...” The Playoffs”’ Part I and Part II, and ‘Every Diamond Sparkles More’...”The World Series” available at www.stevesfootballbible.com.
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Baseball.  The great American game.  America’s National Past Time.  It’s the only game where there is no time limit.  It has been played for ages, during WWI, WWII, Korean War, Vietnam War, and the current day’s conflicts.  Knowing the history of the game makes it easy to carry on a conversation with all generations.  It’s a family game that everyone can enjoy, whether playing it in the backyard with friends or at a family BBQ or taking in a Major League or Minor League game or even a local high school, college, or local amateur team.  Anyone can play but you don’t need to have played to enjoy the game.  Yogi Berra once said, “Baseball is ninety percent mental, the other half is physical.”  The uniqueness of many of the Ballparks makes it different from any other sport.  It’s a game of strategy whether as a pitcher, batter, baserunner, or manager.  The best thing about baseball is it is generally played during the warm months of Spring, Summer, and early Fall.

My love of baseball began at an early age.  My Dad took me to my Twins first game when I was 4 or 5 years old at the old Metropolitan Stadium.  I remember we went with one of his good friends, Orville Hoeg, and his son Robert.  I got lost coming back from the concession stand, but “Bobby” must have been looking out for me and grabbed me and got me back to our seats.  Then there were the Twins making the World Series in 1965 and how big a deal that was.  For my 7th birthday, my Dad took me to the Twins game with a few of my friends.  That day the Twins hit five home runs in one inning, a record that still stands.  There have been many games attended since then with family and friends.  The greatest thrill was attending the 1987 ALCS and World Series, the year the Twins won their first World Series Championship.

Steve Fulton
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​​​Brief history of the St. Louis Cardinals
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One of the nation's oldest and most successful professional baseball clubs, the Cardinals have won 11 World Series championships, the most of any NL team and second in MLB only to the New York Yankees. The team has won 19 National League pennants, third-most of any team. St. Louis has also won 15 division titles in the East and Central divisions. In 1881, entrepreneur Chris von der Ahe purchased the Brown Stockings barnstorming club, renamed it the St. Louis Browns, and made it a charter member of the American Association baseball league. The team won four league championships, qualifying them to play in the era's professional baseball championship series, a forerunner of the modern World Series. In two of these championships, the Browns met the Chicago White Stockings, now the Chicago Cubs, launching the enduring Cardinals–Cubs rivalry.

In 1892, the Browns – also called the Perfectos – joined the National League. In 1900, the team was renamed the Cardinals. (Two years later, an unrelated St. Louis Browns team joined the American League.) Notable Cardinals achievements include manager/owner Branch Rickey's invention of the farm system, Rogers Hornsby's two batting Triple Crowns, Dizzy Dean's 30-win season in 1934, Stan Musial's 17 MLB and 29 NL records, Bob Gibson's 1.12 earned run average (ERA) in 1968, Whitey Herzog's Whiteyball, Mark McGwire's single-season home run record in 1998, the 2011 championship team's unprecedented comebacks, and Albert Pujols’ 700th home run. The Cardinals have won 105 or more games in four seasons and won 100 or more nine times. Cardinals players have won 21 league MVPs, four batting Triple Crowns, and three Cy Young Awards. Baseball Hall of Fame inductees include Lou Brock, Dizzy Dean, Bob Gibson, Whitey Herzog, Rogers Hornsby, Joe Medwick, Stan Musial, Enos Slaughter, Branch Rickey, Red Schoendienst, Ozzie Smith, Ted Simmons, Bruce Sutter, and Scott Rolen.

Before the Cardinals (1875–1881)

Professional baseball began in St. Louis with the inception of the Brown Stockings in the National Association (NA) in 1875. The NA folded following that season, and the next season, St. Louis joined the National League as a charter member, finishing in third place at 45–19. George Bradley hurled the first no-hitter in Major League history. The NL expelled St. Louis from the league after 1877 due to a game-fixing scandal and the team went bankrupt. Without a league, they continued play as a semi-professional barnstorming team through 1881. The magnitudes of the reorganizations, following the 1877 and 1881 seasons, are such that the 1875–1877 and 1878–1881 Brown Stockings teams are not generally considered to share continuity as a franchise with the current St. Louis Cardinals. 

American Association and early National League eras (1882–1919)

For the 1882 season, Chris von der Ahe purchased the team, reorganized it, and made it a founding member of the American Association (AA), a league to rival the NL. 1882 is generally considered to be the first year of existence for the franchise which would later become known as the St. Louis Cardinals. The next season, St. Louis shortened their name to the Browns. Soon thereafter they became the dominant team in the AA, as manager Charlie Comiskey guided St. Louis to four pennants in a row from 1885 to 1888. Pitcher and outfielder Bob Caruthers led the league in ERA (2.07) and wins (40) in 1885 and finished in the top six in both in each of the following two seasons. He also led the AA in OBP (.448) and OPS (.974) in 1886 and finished fourth in batting average in 1886 (.334) and fifth in 1887 (.357). Outfielder Tip O'Neill won the first batting triple crown in franchise history in 1887 and the only one in AA history. By winning the pennant, the Browns played the NL pennant winner in a predecessor of the World Series. The Browns twice met the Chicago White Stockings—the predecessor to the Chicago Cubs—tying one in a heated dispute and winning the other, thus spurring the vigorous St. Louis-Chicago rivalry that ensues to this day. During the franchise's ten seasons in the AA, they compiled an all-time league-high of 780 wins and .639 winning percentage. They lost just 432 contests while tying 21 others. 

The AA went bankrupt after the 1891 season and the Browns transferred to the National League. This time, the club entered an era of stark futility. Between 1892 and 1919, St. Louis managed just five winning seasons, finished in last or next-to-last place sixteen times, and ended four seasons with 100 losses or more. The nadir was the 1897 season: a 29–102 record for a franchise-worst .221 winning percentage. St. Louis' 84–67 finish as the Perfectos in 1899 would be the team's best finish between the AA era and Sam Breadon's purchase of the team. As the "Perfectos", the team wore their jersey with a cardinal red trim and sock striping. Later that season, St. Louis Republic sportswriter Willie McHale included an account in a column of a female fan he heard remarking about the uniforms, "What a lovely shade of cardinal." Fans liked the moniker "Cardinals" and, the next year in 1900, popularity for the nickname induced an official change to Cardinals. In 1902, an American League team moved from Milwaukee into St. Louis, renamed themselves the St. Louis Browns and built a new park on the site of the Cardinals' old stadium, striking a rivalry that lasted five decades. Breadon bought a minority interest in the Cardinals in 1917 and in 1919 Browns manager Branch Rickey joined the Cardinals. The Cardinals' first 28 seasons in the NL were a complete reversal of their stay in the AA – with a .406 winning percentage, they compiled 1,632 wins, 2,425 losses and 74 ties. 

Breadon era (1920–1952)

St. Louis baseball commenced a renaissance: since 1926 the Cardinals have won eleven World Series and nineteen NL pennants. Breadon spurred this revival when he bought out the majority stake in 1920 and appointed Rickey as business manager, who expanded scouting, player development, and pioneered the minor league farm system, filling the role of today's general manager.[36] With Rogers Hornsby at second base, he claimed Triple Crowns in 1922 and 1925, and the Cardinals won the 1926 World Series, their first. St. Louis then won the league in 1928, 1930, and 1931 and the 1931 World Series. 

The Gashouse Gang edition claimed the 1934 World Series and the Cardinals amassed new thresholds of popularity far outside St. Louis via radio, which led to the coining of the term "Cardinal Nation". Dizzy Dean led the Gang, winning the 1934 MVP, and leading the NL multiple times in wins, strikeouts, innings, complete games, and shutouts. Johnny Mize and Joe Medwick emerged as two power threats, with Medwick claiming the last Triple Crown for a Cardinal in 1937. 

In the 1940s, a golden era emerged as Rickey's farm system became laden with such talent as Marty Marion, Enos Slaughter, Mort Cooper, Walker Cooper, Stan Musial, Max Lanier, Whitey Kurowski, Red Schoendienst, and Johnny Beazley. It was one of the most successful decades in franchise history with 960 wins and 580 losses for a winning percentage higher than any other Major League team at .623. With Billy Southworth managing, they won the World Series in 1942 and 1944 (in the only all-St. Louis series against the Browns), and won 105 or more games each in 1942, 1943, and 1944. Southworth's managerial winning percentage (.642) is St. Louis' highest since the franchise joined the National League. Musial was considered the most consistent hitter of his era and most accomplished in team history, winning three MVPs and seven batting titles. St. Louis then won the 1946 World Series on Slaughter's Mad Dash in Game 7. Breadon was forced to sell the team in 1947 but won six World Series and nine NL pennants as Cardinals owner. They remained competitive, finishing .500 or better in thirteen of the next seventeen seasons, but fell short of winning the league or World Series until 1964. 

Gussie Busch era (1953–1989)

In 1953 the Anheuser-Busch brewery bought the Cardinals and August "Gussie" Busch became team president, spurring the Browns' departure in 1953 to Baltimore to become the Orioles, and making the Cardinals the only major league club in town. More success followed in the 1960s, starting with what is considered one of the most lopsided trades in Major League history, as St. Louis received outfielder Lou Brock from the Cubs for pitcher Ernie Broglio. MVP third baseman Ken Boyer and pitcher Bob Gibson led the club to a World Series win the same year and Curt Flood, Bill White, Curt Simmons, and Steve Carlton also made key contributions in this decade. In 1967, new arrival Orlando Cepeda won the MVP, helping to propel St. Louis to the World Series. The Cardinals won the league the following year behind their Major League-leading 2.49 staff ERA in what was an all-round record-breaking season of pitching dominance. Posting a modern-day record low ERA of 1.12 and striking out a one-game World Series-record of 17, Gibson won both the MVP and Cy Young awards that year. However, the Cardinals failed to repeat as World Series champions, blowing a 3–1 lead to the underdog Detroit Tigers.

In the 1970s, catcher/third baseman Joe Torre and first baseman Keith Hernandez each won MVPs, but the team's best finishes were second place and 90 wins. The team found their way back to the World Series three times in the 1980s, starting with manager Whitey Herzog and his Whiteyball style of play and another trade that altered course of the franchise: in 1982, shortstop Garry Templeton was shipped to the Padres for fellow shortstop Ozzie Smith. Widely regarded as one of the best defensive players in history, Smith ranks first all-time among shortstops in Gold Glove Awards (13), All-Star games (15), assists (8,375), and double plays (1,590). St. Louis won the 1982 World Series from the Milwaukee Brewers that fall. The Cardinals again won the league in 1985 and 1987. In the 1985 Series, they faced-off with cross-state rivals Kansas City Royals for the first time in a non-exhibition game, but they lost the series after a controversial call in Game 6; the 1987 series saw them face off against the Minnesota Twins but could only win all three of their games played at home in the seven-game series.

Bill DeWitt era (1996–present)

After Gussie Busch died in 1989, the brewery took control and hired Joe Torre to manage late in 1990, then sold the team to an investment group led by William DeWitt, Jr. in 1996. Tony La Russa replaced Torre in the spring of 1996. In 1998, Mark McGwire competed with the Cubs' Sammy Sosa for a barrage of home runs in their pursuit of the single-season home run record. From 2000 to 2013, the Cardinals reestablished their way to the top with ten playoff appearances, four NL pennants, two World Series titles and 1,274 regular season wins against 993 losses for a .560 winning percentage, leading the National League and second in MLB only to the New York Yankees. With the addition of Jim Edmonds, Albert Pujols, and Scott Rolen, the Cardinals featured three prominent sluggers and defenders nicknamed "MV3;" Pujols won three MVPs and hit .328 with 445 home runs in his Cardinals career. In 2004, playoff stalwart Chris Carpenter's 3.09 ERA and 15 wins helped power the team to a major-league best 105 wins and take the NL pennant. In 2006, beset with injuries and inconsistency, they won the World Series, beating Detroit in five games to set an all-time record-low of 83 wins for a World Series winner. 

In 2009, the Cardinals reached 10,000 wins, dating to when they first played in the American Association (AA). St. Louis returned to the playoffs in 2011, first surmounting the largest games-won deficit after 130 games (at 10.5) to upstage the Atlanta Braves on the final day for the wild card playoff berth. In Game 3 of the World Series, Pujols became just the third player to hit three home runs in a World Series game. In Game 6, third baseman David Freese and outfielder Lance Berkman each tied the score on the Cardinals' final strike—the first such occurrence in any game in MLB history—and St. Louis defeated the Texas Rangers later that game with a walk-off home run from Freese. After winning that Series, La Russa retired and became the only manager to do so after winning a title. He also finished with the most wins for managers in franchise history with 1,408. 

La Russa's successor, Mike Matheny, helped extend St. Louis' playoff run as he became the first manager in the division play era to guide the Cardinals to the NLCS and playoffs in his first two seasons. In 2014, the Cardinals extended their NLCS streak to 4, with their 3–1 series victory over the Dodgers, in the NLDS. Ten days after being eliminated from the postseason by the San Francisco Giants, rookie outfielder Oscar Taveras was killed in a car accident while traveling to his hometown Puerto Plata in the Dominican Republic. On November 17, they acquired Atlanta Braves right-fielder Jason Heyward (who had just come off a Gold Glove-winning season) to replace Taveras. On June 16, 2015, the FBI and the Justice Department started an investigation on the Cardinals for possibly hacking the Houston Astros. The hacking incident was perpetrated by Scouting Director Chris Correa. For the first time since the 2007–2008 seasons, the Cardinals missed the playoffs in consecutive years, 2016–2017.

On July 14, 2018, following an 8–2 loss to the Cincinnati Reds, the St. Louis Cardinals announced they had dismissed manager Mike Matheny after 6+1⁄2 seasons. The team then named Mike Shildt interim manager, and he was made the permanent manager a month later. On November 19, 2018, the team announced that the "Victory Blue" uniforms, worn by the Cardinals during the late 1970s and 1980s, would be returning for the 2019 season. The uniforms, integrating the powder blue color with the team's current "Saturday alternate" jersey design, were to be worn 13 times on the road during the 2019 season. The Cardinals acquired Paul Goldschmidt in a trade from the Arizona Diamondbacks on December 5, 2018. 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

On September 14, 2022, long-time starting pitcher Adam Wainwright and catcher Yadier Molina set the NL/AL record for most starts as pitcher and catcher duo, also referred to as a battery, at 325 starts together going back to 2007. The previous record holding duo, Mickey Lolich and Bill Freehan, had held the record since 1975.​
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Cardinal Nation

Cardinal Nation encompasses not just the area around St. Louis, but also a large portion of the Midwest. The team is traditionally popular in this region and Cardinals games are broadcast on radio and TV on Bally Sports Midwest. The term "Cardinal Nation" has been in use since the 1930s, when the team's success and St. Louis radio greatly increased the Cardinals' popularity over a large area of the United States. "Cardinal Nation" remains a major term in team promotion. In addition, the team is also popular in other major league markets, most notably in Colorado, where the Cardinals were the team of choice until the creation of the Rockies franchise in 1993. To this day, the Cardinals have many fans in attendance at games on the road in Denver, as well as every other major league venue.

Major League Baseball experienced a half-century of stability from 1902 through 1952, during which no franchises moved, and none were established or closed. During this time, the Cardinals were the westernmost and southernmost major league franchise. They were geographically the closest team to anyone living southwest of a line stretching approximately from Savannah, Georgia through Central Illinois into the Dakotas, an area encompassing much the greater portion of the United States. (The Cardinals shared this distinction with the St. Louis Browns, but the Browns were generally less successful and less popular.) Although some franchises were established at the outer periphery of this area beginning in the 1950s (The Braves in Milwaukee in 1953, teams in California beginning in 1958, the Twins in Minneapolis in 1961) it was not until the move of the A's from Philadelphia to Kansas City in 1955 followed by the establishment of the Houston Colt .45s in 1962, the shift of the Braves to Atlanta in 1966, and the creation of the Kansas City Royals in 1969 (replacing the A's, who had moved to Oakland in 1968) that significant inroads into this market began. (The Browns left St. Louis after 1953, ending whatever competition they offered for this fan base.) During this period (1902 to 1955 and to some extent later) when the Cardinals were the closest team to a vast geographical area, baseball became firmly established as America's national pastime and by far its premier professional sport. Also, during this time, commercial radio broadcasting – including broadcasting of baseball games – was widely adopted and commonplace, and broadcasting at night and on television began. Also, during this period, the population of the Cardinals' media shed grew considerably, even compared to the rest of the United States (the mean center of United States population moved from Indiana to the approximate location of St. Louis during this time).

During the core of this period the Cardinals were generally successful on the field, often contending for the league title and winning two pennants in the 1920s, three in the 1930s, and four in the 1940s (the Cardinals in their overall history have the fourth-best overall percentage of baseball's 30 teams, at about .520). In the latter part of this period, the Cardinals' games began airing on the 50,000-watt clear-channel radio station KMOX, which has the power to reach almost all the continental United States at night. All these factors combined such that for most of the 20th century the Cardinals' listening audience, and consequently fan base, extended throughout the American south and deep into the plains and Rocky Mountain states, a situation that, although diminished, has persisted into the 21st century to some degree. As of 2020, the Cardinals still had the largest radio network in Major League Baseball, with 145 affiliated stations in eight states. In 2019, attendance at Cardinal home games grew to 3.48 million. In 2022, the Cardinals were one of four teams with over 3 million in attendance, including Los Angeles Dodgers, New York Yankees, and Atlanta Braves. Cardinal fans are found in multiple states outside of Missouri including the states of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Alabama, and Kansas. 

St. Louis is regarded as one of the best baseball cities in the United States. The Cardinals enjoy great popularity with a large fan base, who are loyal to their team. The Cardinals have been one of the most successful baseball franchises in history with 19 National League pennants (third only to the Los Angeles Dodgers and the San Francisco Giants) and a National League record 11 World Series Championships. They are second only to the New York Yankees (who have 27) in total World Series Championships. Cardinals fans are known for traveling to see their team on the road as well. This is especially true for their classic rivalry against the Chicago Cubs. It is not unheard of for Cardinal fans to fill nearly half of Wrigley Field. (The converse is true when Cubs fans go to Busch Stadium in St. Louis when the Cubs visit.) When the Royals play the Cardinals in Kansas City every season during interleague play, the games often sell out. Many fans around the nation grew up listening to two baseball broadcasters considered among the best in history, Jack Buck and Harry Caray, call Cardinals' games starting in the mid-1940s, into the 1950s and through the 1960s. Jack Buck (with Mike Shannon, starting 1972), remained the voice of the Cardinals through 2001. KMOX dropped Cardinals' broadcasts after 2005 but resumed in 2011.
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​Baseball Hall of Famers
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	St. Louis Cardinals Hall of Famers


	Affiliation according to the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum




St. Louis Browns


	Charles Comiskey

	
	Roger Connor

	
	Pud Galvin

	
	Clark Griffith

	
	Tommy McCarthy




St. Louis Cardinals


	Grover Cleveland Alexander

	
	Jesse Haines *

	
	Scott Rolen


	Walter Alston

	Whitey Herzog *

	Red Schoendienst *


	Jake Beckley

	Rogers Hornsby *

	Ted Simmons *


	Jim Bottomley *

	Miller Huggins

	Enos Slaughter *


	Roger Bresnahan

	Jim Kaat

	Lee Smith


	Lou Brock *

	Tony La Russa *

	Ozzie Smith *


	Mordecai Brown

	Rabbit Maranville

	John Smoltz


	Jesse Burkett

	John McGraw

	Billy Southworth *


	Steve Carlton

	Bill McKechnie

	Bruce Sutter


	Orlando Cepeda

	Joe Medwick *

	Joe Torre


	Dizzy Dean *

	
	Minnie Miñoso

	
	Dazzy Vance


	Leo Durocher

	
	Johnny Mize *

	
	Larry Walker


	Dennis Eckersley

	
	Stan Musial *

	
	Bobby Wallace


	Frankie Frisch *

	
	Kid Nichols

	
	Hoyt Wilhelm


	Bob Gibson *

	
	Branch Rickey

	
	Vic Willis


	Burleigh Grimes

	
	Wilbert Robinson

	
	Cy Young


	Chick Hafey *

	
	
	
	



	Players and managers listed in bold are depicted on their Hall of Fame plaques wearing a Browns or Cardinals cap insignia.

	* St. Louis Cardinals / Browns listed as primary team according to the Hall of Fame
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St. Louis Cardinals Hall of Fame
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	Number

	Name

	Years with Cardinals

	Position(s)

	Year Elected


	4

	Jim Bottomley†

	1922–1932

	1B

	2014


	14

	Ken Boyer

	1955–1965, 1971–1972, 1978–1980

	3B, CF, Manager, Coach

	2014


	—
[image: ]


	Sam Breadon

	1917–1947

	Owner

	2016


	31

	Harry Brecheen

	1940, 1943–1952

	Pitcher

	2018


	20

	Lou Brock†

	1964–1979

	LF

	2014


	—
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	Jack Buck

	1954–1959, 1961–2001

	Broadcaster

	2014


	85

	Gussie Busch

	1953–1989

	Owner

	2014


	29

	Chris Carpenter

	2004–2012

	Pitcher

	2016


	29

	Vince Coleman

	1985–1990

	LF

	2018


	—
[image: ]


	Charles Comiskey

	1882–1889, 1891

	1B, Manager

	2022


	13, 14, 24, 25, 30

	Mort Cooper

	1938–1945

	Pitcher

	2019


	17

	Dizzy Dean†

	1930, 1932–1937, 1941–1946

	Pitcher, Broadcaster

	2014


	15

	Jim Edmonds

	2000–2007, 2016–present

	CF, Broadcaster

	2014


	21, 42

	Curt Flood

	1958–1969

	CF

	2015


	31, 37

	Bob Forsch

	1974–1988

	Pitcher

	2015


	3

	Frankie Frisch†

	1927–1938

	2B, 3B, Manager

	2014


	31, 45, 58

	Bob Gibson†

	1959–1975, 1995

	Pitcher, Coach

	2014


	—
[image: ]


	Chick Hafey†

	1924–1931

	OF

	2014


	16

	Jesse Haines†

	1920–1937

	Pitcher

	2014


	18, 37

	Keith Hernandez

	1974–1983

	1B

	2021


	28

	Tom Herr

	1979–1988

	2B

	2020


	24

	Whitey Herzog†

	1980–1990

	Manager, GM

	2014


	7, 15

	Matt Holliday

	2009–2016

	LF

	2022


	4

	Rogers Hornsby†

	1915–1926, 1933

	2B, 3B, SS, Manager

	2014


	44

	Jason Isringhausen

	2002–2008

	Pitcher

	2019


	25

	Julián Javier

	1960–1971

	2B

	2022


	3

	George Kissell

	1940–1942, 1946–2008

	Coach, Instructor, Scout

	2015


	21, 23, 30, 32, 40

	Max Lanier

	1938–1946, 1949–1951

	P

	2023


	12, 16

	Ray Lankford

	1990–2001, 2004

	CF

	2018


	10

	Tony La Russa†

	1996–2011

	Manager

	2014


	4

	Marty Marion

	1940–1951

	SS, Manager, Coach

	2014


	1, 2, 10, 11, 28

	Pepper Martin

	1928, 1930–1940, 1944

	3B, OF

	2017


	9, 15, 20, 51

	Tim McCarver

	1959–1969, 1973–1974, 2014–2019

	C, 1B, Broadcaster

	2017


	51

	Willie McGee

	1982–1990, 1996–1999, 2018–present

	OF, Coach

	2014


	25

	Mark McGwire

	1997–2001, 2010–2012

	1B, Coach

	2017


	7, 12, 21, 28

	Joe Medwick†

	1932–1940, 1947–1948

	LF

	2014


	10

	Johnny Mize†

	1936–1941

	1B

	2014


	2, 8, 11

	Terry Moore

	1935–1942, 1946–1952, 1956–1958

	CF, Coach

	2016


	6

	Stan Musial†

	1941–1944, 1946–1963, 1967

	1B, OF, GM

	2014


	5, 11, 91

	José Oquendo

	1986–1995, 1997–2015, 2017–present

	2B, SS, Coach

	2023


	—
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	Branch Rickey

	1919–1942

	Manager, GM, President

	2014


	16, 27

	Scott Rolen

	2002–2007

	3B

	2019


	2, 6

	Red Schoendienst†

	1945–1956, 1961–1976, 1979–1995

	2B, LF, Manager, Coach

	2014


	18, 28

	Mike Shannon

	1962–1970, 1972–2021

	3B, RF, Broadcaster

	2014


	23

	Ted Simmons†

	1968–1980

	C, 1B

	2015


	9

	Enos Slaughter†

	1938–1942, 1946–1953

	RF

	2014


	1

	Ozzie Smith†

	1982–1999

	SS, Broadcaster

	2014


	—
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	Billy Southworth†

	1926–1927, 1929, 1940–1945

	RF, Manager

	2014


	42

	Bruce Sutter

	1981–1984

	Pitcher

	2014


	9, 22

	Joe Torre

	1969–1974, 1990–1995

	C, 1B, 3B, Manager

	2016


	30, 48

	John Tudor

	1985–1988, 1990

	Pitcher

	2020


	7, 12, 26

	Bill White

	1959–1965, 1969

	1B, OF

	2020
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​​Retired Numbers
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The Cardinals have retired 13 total jersey numbers––second in MLB only to the New York Yankees' 22––in honoring 15 total former players and club personnel on the left field wall at Busch Stadium. A 16th, Jackie Robinson, is honored by all MLB teams. For the majority of Rogers Hornsby's career, the Cardinals did not have any numbers on their uniforms. When the Cardinals experimented with numbers on uniforms in 1923, Hornsby briefly donned the number 4. He switched to 6 the following season before the team abandoned the practice. Upon his return to the team in 1933, Hornsby again wore number 4 before being traded later that year. The club opted to simply honor his name with no number attached to him in 1997.


	
	Rogers Hornsby

BA: .358

Hits: 2,930

HR: 301

RBI: 1,584

Manager Record:

701-812

	[image: Amazon.com: Rogers Hornsby Baseball Card (St. Louis Cardinals) 1991  Sporting News Conlon Collection #251 : Collectibles & Fine Art]


	1

	Ozzie Smith

BA: 262

Hits: 2,460

HR: 28

RBI: 793

SB: 580

	[image: Ozzie Smith 1989 Topps 1988 All Star Game Commemorative Series Mint Ca |  The Strictly Mint Card Co. Inc.]


	2

	Red Schoendienst

BA: .289

Hits: 2,449

HR: 84

RBI: 773

Manager Record:

1,041-955

	[image: Red Schoendienst Trading Cards: Values, Tracking & Hot Deals]
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	6

	Stan Musial

BA: .331

Hits: 3,630

HR: 475

RBI: 1,951

	[image: Amazon.com: 1963 Topps # 250 Stan Musial St. Louis Cardinals (Baseball Card)  VG Cardinals : Collectibles & Fine Art]


	9

	Enos Slaughter

BA: .300

Hits: 2,383

HR: 169

RBI: 1,304

	[image: Enos Slaughter 10ct Lot of Baseball Cards - Collector Store LLC]


	10

	Tony LaRussa

Manager Record:

2,902-2,515

Winning %: .536 

	[image: Amazon.com: 2003 Topps #288 Tony Larussa MG NM-MT St. Louis Cardinals  Baseball : Collectibles & Fine Art]


	14

	Ken Boyer

BA: .300

Hits: 2,383

HR: 169

RBI: 1,304

	[image: #325 Ken Boyer - 1959 Topps Baseball Cards (Star) Graded NM+]
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	17

	Dizzy Dean

W/L: 150-83

ERA: 3.02

Strikeouts: 1,163

	[image: Dizzy Dean &#039;34 St. Louis Cardinals Monarch Corona Private Stock #40 NM  cond. | eBay]


	20

	Lou Brock

BA: .293

Hits: 3,023

HR: 149

RBI: 900

Stolen Bases: 938

	[image: Lot - Lou Brock 1965 Topps Baseball Card Number 540.]


	23

	Ted Simmons

BA: .285

Hits: 2,472

HR: 248

RBI: 1,389

	[image: Ted Simmons | Baseball cards, St louis cardinals baseball, Cardinals  baseball]


	24

	Whitey Herzog

BA: .257

HR: 25

RBI: 172

Manager Record

1,281-1,125 {532%}

	[image: Amazon.com: 1987 Topps Baseball Card #243 Whitey Herzog : Collectibles &  Fine Art]
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	42

	Bruce Sutter

W/L: 68-71

ERA: 2.83

Strikeouts: 861

Saves: 300

	[image: 1985 Topps #9 Bruce Sutter Record Breaker Cardinals HOF 8 - NM/MT B85T 08 1375 - Picture 1 of 4]


	45

	Bob Gibson

W/L: 251-174

ERA: 2.91

Strikeouts: 3,117

	[image: 1964 BOB GIBSON Topps 460 Baseball Card Print Vintage - Etsy]


	85

	Gussie Busch

Owner

1946-1975


	[image: St. Louis Cardinals - On this date in 1899, Cardinals Hall of Famer August “ Gussie” Busch Jr. was born. Gussie, grandson of Anheuser-Busch co-founder  Adolphus Busch, served as the club's president from]


	
	Jack Buck

Announcer

1954-2000


	[image: A person holding a certificate
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​Major League Baseball awards
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	League Award (1924–1929)

	
	Triple Crown


	Rogers Hornsby (1925)

	
	Tip O'Neill (1887)


	Bob O'Farrell (1926)

	
	Rogers Hornsby [2] (1922, 1925)


	Jim Bottomley (1928)

	
	Joe Medwick (1937)


	Most Valuable Player Award (1931–present)

	
	Hank Aaron Award (1999–present)


	Frankie Frisch (1931)

	
	Albert Pujols (2003, 2009)


	Dizzy Dean (1934)

	
	Paul Goldschmidt (2022)


	Joe Medwick (1937)

	
	World Series MVP Award (1955–1993, 1995–present)


	Mort Cooper (1942)

	
	Bob Gibson (1964, 1967)


	Stan Musial (1943, 1946, 1948)

	
	Darrell Porter (1982)


	Marty Marion (1944)

	
	David Eckstein (2006)


	Ken Boyer (1964)

	
	David Freese (2011)


	Orlando Cepeda (1967)

	
	NLCS MVP Award (1977–1993, 1995–present)


	Bob Gibson (1968)

	
	Darrell Porter (1982)


	Joe Torre (1971)

	
	Ozzie Smith (1985)


	Keith Hernandez (1979)

	
	Albert Pujols (2004)


	Willie McGee (1985)

	
	Jeff Suppan (2006)


	Albert Pujols (2005, 2008, 2009)

	
	David Freese (2011)


	Paul Goldschmidt (2022)

	
	Michael Wacha (2013)


	Cy Young Award (1956–present)

	
	Comeback Player of the Year Award (2005–present)


	Bob Gibson (1968, 1970)

	
	Chris Carpenter (2009)


	Chris Carpenter (2005)

	
	Lance Berkman (2011)


	Rookie of the Year Award (1947–present)

	
	Albert Pujols (2022)


	Wally Moon (1954)

	
	Roberto Clemente Award (1971–present)


	Bill Virdon (1955)

	
	Lou Brock (1975)


	Bake McBride (1974)

	
	Ozzie Smith (1995)


	Vince Coleman (1985)

	
	Albert Pujols (2008)


	Todd Worrell (1986)

	
	Carlos Beltrán (2013)


	Albert Pujols (2001)

	
	Yadier Molina (2018)


	Manager of the Year Award (1983–present)

	
	Adam Wainwright (2020)


	Whitey Herzog (1985)

	
	

	Tony La Russa (2002)

	
	

	Mike Shildt (2019)

	
	



| Page

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Sporting New Awards
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	MLB Athlete of the Decade (2000–2009)

	
	NL Fireman of the Year / Reliever of the Year Award (1960–2010)


	Albert Pujols

	
	Lindy McDaniel (1960)


	Sportsman of the Year / Pro Athlete of the Year / Athlete of the Year

	
	Al Hrabosky (1975)


	Lou Brock (1974)

	
	Bruce Sutter [3] (1981, 1982, 1984)


	Whitey Herzog (1982)

	
	Todd Worrell (1986)


	Mark McGwire [2] (1997, 1998)

	
	Lee Smith [2] (1991, 1992)


	Most Valuable Player Award (1929–1945)

	
	Ryan Franklin (2009)


	Dizzy Dean (1934)

	
	NL Comeback Player of the Year Award


	Joe Medwick (1937)

	
	Lou Brock (1979)


	Mort Cooper (1942)

	
	Joaquín Andújar (1984)


	Stan Musial (1943)

	
	John Tudor (1990)


	Marty Marion (1944)

	
	Matt Morris (2001)


	Player of the Year Award

	
	Chris Carpenter [2] (2004, 2009)


	Marty Marion (1944)

	
	Lance Berkman (2011)


	Stan Musial [2] (1946, 1951)

	
	Manager of the Year Award


	Ken Boyer (1964)

	
	Billy Southworth [2] (1941, 1942)


	Joe Torre (1971)

	
	Eddie Dyer (1946)


	Lou Brock (1974)

	
	Eddie Stanky (1952)


	Albert Pujols [3] (2003, 2008, 2009)

	
	Fred Hutchinson (1957)


	NL Pitcher of the Year Award

	
	Johnny Keane (1964)


	Howie Pollet (1949)

	
	Whitey Herzog (1982)


	Bob Gibson (1968, 1970)

	
	Executive of the Year Award


	Chris Carpenter (2005, 2006)

	
	Branch Rickey [2] (1936, 1942)


	NL Rookie of the Year Award

	
	Frank Lane (1957)


	Wally Moon (1954)

	
	Bing Devine [2] (1963, 1964)


	Bill Virdon (1955)

	
	Walt Jocketty [2] (2000, 2004)


	Dick Hughes (1967)

	
	

	Reggie Cleveland (1971)

	
	

	Vince Coleman (1985)

	
	

	Todd Worrell (1986)

	
	

	Alan Benes (1996)

	
	

	Matt Morris (1997)

	
	

	Rick Ankiel (2000)

	
	

	Albert Pujols (2001)
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Topps All-Star Rookie teams
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	1960 – Julián Javier, 2B

	
	1997 – Dmitri Young, 1B


	1965 – Pat Corrales, C

	
	2001 – Albert Pujols, 3B


	1967 – Dick Hughes, RHP

	
	2003 – Bo Hart, 2B


	1972 – Dwain Anderson, SS

	
	2010 – Jaime García, LHP


	1974 – Bake McBride, OF

	
	2013 – Matt Adams, 1B


	1976 – Garry Templeton, SS

	
	2014 – Kolten Wong, 2B


	1982 – Willie McGee, OF

	
	2015 – Randal Grichuk, OF


	1985 – Vince Coleman, OF

	
	2016 – Seung-hwan Oh, RP


	1986 – Todd Worrell, RHP

	
	2017 – Paul DeJong, SS


	1990 – Félix José, OF

	
	2018 – Harrison Bader, OF


	1991 – Ray Lankford, OF

	
	2020 – Kwang-hyun Kim, LHP


	1995 – John Mabry, 1B

	
	2021 – Dylan Carlson, OF


	1996 – Alan Benes, RHP
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​Rawlings Gold Glove Award (NL)

[image: ]



	Pitcher

	
	Third base


	Bobby Shantz [3] (1962–1964)

	
	Ken Boyer [5] (1958–1961, 1963)


	Bob Gibson [9] (1965–1973)

	
	Ken Reitz (1975)


	Joaquín Andújar (1984)

	
	Terry Pendleton [2] (1987, 1989)


	Adam Wainwright [2] (2009, 2013)

	
	Scott Rolen [4] (2002–2004, 2006)


	Catcher

	
	Nolan Arenado [2] (2021, 2022)


	Tom Pagnozzi [3] (1991, 1992, 1994)

	
	Shortstop


	Mike Matheny [3] (2000, 2003, 2004)

	
	Dal Maxvill (1968)


	Yadier Molina [9] (2008–2015, 2018)

	
	Ozzie Smith [11] (1982–1992)


	First base

	
	Édgar Rentería [2] (2002, 2003)


	Bill White [6] (1960–1965)

	
	Outfield


	Keith Hernandez [6] (1978–1983)

	
	Curt Flood [7] (1963–1969)


	Albert Pujols [2] (2006, 2010)

	
	Willie McGee [3] (1983, 1985, 1986)


	Paul Goldschmidt (2021)

	
	Jim Edmonds [6] (2000–2005)


	Second base

	
	Jason Heyward (2015)


	Fernando Viña [2] (2001, 2002)

	
	Tyler O'Neill [2] (2020, 2021)


	Kolten Wong [2] (2019, 2020)

	
	Harrison Bader (2021)


	Tommy Edman (2021)

	
	Utility


	
	
	Brendan Donovan (2022)




[image: 2020 Rawlings Gold Glove Award® Winners Announced]
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​Silver Slugger Award (NL)

[image: ]



	Pitcher (1980–2019, 2021)

	
	Third base


	Bob Forsch [2] (1980, 1987)

	
	Albert Pujols (2001)


	Jason Marquis (2005)

	
	Scott Rolen (2002)


	Adam Wainwright (2017)

	
	Nolan Arenado (2022)


	Catcher

	
	Shortstop


	Ted Simmons (1980)

	
	Ozzie Smith (1987)


	Yadier Molina (2013)

	
	Édgar Rentería [2] (2002–03)


	First base

	
	Outfield


	Keith Hernandez (1980)

	
	George Hendrick (1980)


	George Hendrick (1983)

	
	Willie McGee (1985)


	Jack Clark [2] (1985, 1987)

	
	Albert Pujols (2003)


	Mark McGwire (1998)

	
	Jim Edmonds (2004)


	Albert Pujols [4] (2004, 2008–2010)

	
	Ryan Ludwick (2008)


	Paul Goldschmidt (2022)

	
	Matt Holliday (2010)


	Second base

	
	

	Matt Carpenter (2013)

	
	



[image: Lot Detail - 1992 Darren Daulton Louisvile Slugger Silver Slugger Award  (Daulton LOA)]
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​​Stadiums
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[image: A baseball field with people playing baseball

Description automatically generated]Sportsman’s Park {1882-1892} {1920-1966} 

Sportsman's Park was the home field of both the St. Louis Browns of the American League, and the St. Louis Cardinals of the National League from 1920 to 1953, when the Browns relocated to Baltimore and were rebranded as the Orioles. Baseball was played on the Sportsman's Park site as early as 1867. The tract was acquired in 1866 by August Solari, who began staging games there the following year. It was the home of the St. Louis Brown Stockings in the National Association and the National League from 1875 to 1877.

It was originally called the Grand Avenue Ball Grounds: some sources say the field was renamed Sportsman's Park in 1876, although local papers were not using that name until 1881, and some local papers used the alternate name "Grand Avenue Park" until at least 1885. The first grandstand, one of three on the site, was built in 1881. At that time, the diamond and the grandstands were on the southeast corner of the block, for the convenience of fans arriving from Grand Avenue.

When the National League absorbed the strongest of the old Association teams in 1892, the Browns were brought along. Soon they went looking for a new ballpark, finding a site just a few blocks northwest of the old one, and calling it New Sportsman's Park, which was later renamed Robison Field. They also changed team colors from Brown to Cardinal Red, thus acquiring a new nickname, and leaving their previous team colors as well as the old ballpark site available.

After a fire at the Cardinals' ballpark on May 4, 1901, the club arranged to play some games at the original Sportsman's Park, which by then was being called "Athletic Park" and had only minimal seating. After a May 5 game, it was clear that the old park would no longer be a workable option: the team played on the road for a month while their own park was being rebuilt.

When the American League Milwaukee Brewers moved to St. Louis in 1902 and took the Browns name, they built a new version of Sportsman's Park. They initially placed the diamond and the main stand at the northwest corner of the block. In 1909, the Browns moved the diamond to its final location, at the southwest corner, in the shadow of a new steel and concrete grandstand, the third such stadium in the major leagues, and the second in the American League (after Shibe Park). The previous wooden grandstand was retained as left-field bleachers for a while but was soon replaced with permanent bleachers. The Cardinals came back to their original home in mid-1920, as tenants of the Browns, after abandoning the outdated and mostly wooden Robison Field.

[image: A baseball game with a crowd watching with Sportsman's Park in the background

Description automatically generated]

1946 World Series
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[image: A group of people in a field

Description automatically generated]Robison Field {1893-1920}

It was the home of the St. Louis Cardinals of the National League from April 27, 1893 until June 6, 1920. Today's Cardinals of the National League began in 1882, as the St. Louis Browns of the then-major American Association. They won four championships during the Association's ten-year existence from 1882 through 1891. During that decade, the team played their home games at Sportsman's Park, at the corner of Grand and Dodier. In 1892, four of the Association clubs were absorbed into the National League, and the Association folded. Sportsman's Park remained the home of the Browns during their first NL season. For 1893, owner Chris von der Ahe moved his team a few blocks to the northwest and opened a "New" Sportsman's Park, on the southeast corner of Natural Bridge and Vandeventer. The move to this site was part of a "deal", as the property had been owned by a trolley company, who then ran a trolley line out near the ballpark. The diamond was in the northwest corner of the block. Prairie Avenue was the east (left field) border. Right field, the shorter of the outfields, was bordered by Lexington Avenue.

[image: A large crowd of people in a stadium

Description automatically generated]The ballpark was generations ahead of its time in some ways. Along with the basic stands, Von der Ahe had built an adjoining amusement park, a beer garden, a racetrack in the outfield, a "shoot-the-shoots" water flume ride, and an artificial lake (used for ice skating in winter). The Cardinals never won a league championship at Robison Field, but they had some flirtations with success. In 1914, pennant fever gripped Robison Field for the first time in the 20th Century. In late August, the Cardinals were in a close three-way race with the New York Giants and the Boston Braves (who eventually won the National League title). An overflow crowd filled the old park for a doubleheader against the Giants on August 26. The Cardinals won the first game 1-0. The crowd swarmed the field between games, and Giants' manager John McGraw strenuously complained to the umpiring crew. The police cleared the field, and the Giants went on to win the second game 4-0. Three days later, the Cardinals again drew an overflow crowd, this time for a doubleheader against the Braves, who swept the Cardinals and dealt a severe blow to the Cardinals' pennant hopes. Once the Robison family was no longer associated with the team, the park was often called simply Cardinal Field in its final years. Breadon attained majority ownership in 1920 and decided that the nearly three-decades-old wooden ballpark was no longer adequate. In mid-season 1920 the Cardinals abandoned this ballpark and moved back to Sportsman's Park, making their debut there on June 6.

[image: A baseball stadium with a crowd of people

Description automatically generated]Busch Memorial Stadium {1966-2005} 

Busch Memorial Stadium (Busch Stadium II) was a multi-purpose sports facility in St. Louis, Missouri, that operated for 40 years, from 1966 through 2005. Built as Civic Center Busch Memorial Stadium, its official name was shortened to Busch Stadium in January 1982. The stadium served as the home of the St. Louis Cardinals National League baseball team for its entire operating existence, while also serving as home to the National Football League's Cardinals team for 22 seasons, from 1966 through 1987, as well as the St. Louis Rams during part of the 1995 season. It opened four days after the last baseball game was played at Sportsman's Park (which had been renamed Busch Stadium in 1953, when Anheuser-Busch bought the team). Its final event was the sixth game of the 2005 NLCS on October 19. The stadium was demolished by wrecking ball in late 2005.

Groundbreaking occurred on May 25, 1964, and construction took just under two years. The plan also included parking garages, a hotel (a Stouffer's hotel), and office buildings. A few years later, it also became the new home of the Spanish Pavilion from the 1964 New York World's Fair. The stadium opened on May 12, 1966, one month into the baseball season, as Civic Center Busch Memorial Stadium. However, the "Civic Center" part was rarely used, and most people called it simply Busch Memorial Stadium.

The stadium's grass was replaced with AstroTurf in 1970. St. Louis' notoriously hot summers made it difficult to keep the grass alive, especially when the football Cardinals insisted on practicing on the field during the end of the baseball Cardinals' season. The Cardinals retained a full dirt infield for eight seasons. A removable, sectioned Astroturf surface covered the infield during football season. The infield was converted to sliding pits when the surface was replaced for the 1978 baseball season. With artificial turf, the playing conditions at Busch Stadium were among the hottest in baseball, with temperatures well above the local official readings. Anheuser-Busch (who owned the baseball Cardinals at the time) bought the stadium in 1981 for $53 million and removed the "Memorial" from the stadium's name, simply becoming Busch Stadium; the price included the parking garages. Over the years the grounds became home to bronze statues of Stan Musial, Enos Slaughter, Dizzy Dean, Rogers Hornsby, Red Schoendienst, Lou Brock, Bob Gibson, James "Cool Papa" Bell, George Sisler, Jack Buck, and Ozzie Smith.

In its opening year, Busch Stadium hosted the All-Star Game, a 2–1 National League victory in 10 innings, mostly remembered for the humidity and 105 °F temperatures. The stadium hosted World Series games in six different seasons: 1967, 1968, 1982, 1985, 1987, and 2004. The Cardinals won the World Series in 1967 and 1982 while playing in the stadium (the seventh game of the 1982 Series was won at Busch). The 1968 and 2004 World Series were clinched in Busch Stadium by visitors: the Detroit Tigers in the seventh game and the Boston Red Sox in a four-game sweep, respectively. The stadium was also the site of Mark McGwire's historic 62nd home run of the 1998 season that broke Roger Maris' single-season record, and of McGwire's 70th of that season, for a record which lasted until Barry Bonds surpassed it in 2001.

[image: A baseball stadium with a crowd of people with Busch Stadium in the background

Description automatically generated]Busch Stadium {2006-present} 

The stadium serves as the ballpark of Major League Baseball's St. Louis Cardinals. It has a seating capacity of 44,383, with 3,706 club seats and 61 luxury suites. It replaced Busch Memorial Stadium (aka Busch Stadium II) and occupies a portion of that stadium's former footprint. A commercial area dubbed Ballpark Village was built adjacent to the stadium over the remainder of the former stadium's footprint. The stadium opened on April 4, 2006 with an exhibition between the minor league Memphis Redbirds and Springfield Cardinals (both affiliates of the St. Louis Cardinals), which Springfield won 5–3 with right-hander Mike Parisi recording the first win. The first official major league game occurred on April 10, 2006, as the Cardinals defeated the Milwaukee Brewers 6–4 behind an Albert Pujols home run and winning pitcher Mark Mulder. It is the third stadium in St. Louis to carry the name Busch Stadium.

In the stadium's debut season, every Cardinal game was sold out, giving a total attendance of 3,407,104 for the season, the second largest in team history, but since surpassed in both 2007, 2008, and 2014–2017. The largest attendance for a baseball game occurred August 6, 2022, when 48,581 fans watched a game between the Cardinals and the New York Yankees, a 1-0 Cardinals victory. The stadium hosted the 2009 Major League Baseball All-Star Game on July 14, 2009. The American League defeated the National League in that game, 4–3.

Outside the Gate 3 entrance stands a bronze statue of Cardinals legend Stan "The Man" Musial. Other Cardinals statues that previously surrounded Busch Memorial Stadium are now displayed at the corner of Clark and 8th streets, outside the Cardinals' team store. The statues are of former Cardinal players and Hall of Fame inductees Enos Slaughter, Dizzy Dean, Rogers Hornsby, Red Schoendienst, Lou Brock, Bob Gibson, Ozzie Smith, and Ted Simmons; former St. Louis Browns player and Hall of Fame inductee George Sisler; former Negro league St. Louis Stars player and Hall of Fame inductee Cool Papa Bell; and former Cardinals radio broadcaster and Hall of Fame honoree Jack Buck.
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​​[image: A group of baseball players standing on a field

Description automatically generated]1882 St. Louis Brown Stockings
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The 1882 St. Louis Brown Stockings season was the first professional baseball season played by the team now known as the St. Louis Cardinals. The team was founded in the earlier St. Louis Brown Stockings franchise. It played in the National Association league in 1875 and in the National League from 1876 to 1877. After a scandal over game-fixing, combined with financial problems, the St Louis Brown Stockings left the National League but continued to play as an independent team from 1878 to 1881. Chris von der Ahe, a German immigrant, purchased the team prior to the 1882 season and joined the new American Association. The St. Louis Brown Stockings posted a 37-43 game record in their first season in the American Association, giving them fifth place. The team played at the Grand Avenue Grounds (which was later renamed Sportsman's Park) at the corner of Grand Avenue and Dodier Street in north St. Louis.

Before the 1882 season, Von der Ahe secured a place for the team in the American Association and provided funds to bring players to St. Louis. Between 1882 and 1892, the team he built went on to win four American Association titles. Al Spink, the team advisor, recommended Von der Ahe to sign Charlie Comiskey. Comiskey, who later played with the Chicago White Sox, was a skilled, young, first baseman who had been playing in Dubuque, Iowa. Ned Cuthbert was a former professional player in St. Louis. Although he had retired from baseball and worked as a bartender in St. Louis, Cuthbert remained prominent in the local baseball community. He had encouraged Von der Ahe to purchase the team. Von der Ahe hired Cuthbert to be his first captain, with all the duties of a field manager. Cuthbert used his experience to attract several players to St. Louis from the East. Most of the first-year Browns originated in St. Louis, including brothers Jack and Bill Gleason, pitcher Jumbo McGinnis, outfielder George Seward, and catcher Tom Sullivan.

In 1866, Gus Solari laid out a professional baseball field at Sportsman's Park, St Louis. Sixteen years later, on May 2, 1882, the opening day of the St. Louis Brown Stockings' 1882 season took place. Approximately 2,000 spectators watched the game for a fee of one quarter each. The team played numerous local teams in April exhibitions. McGinnis was the first pitcher and he started 45 of the team's 80 games. Jack Gleason made the team's first hit. It was a leadoff single in the first innings. He also scored the first run on Comiskey's three-base hit. The team won their first game with a score of 9 runs to 7. McGinnis contributed two doubles. In late May 1882, the team was in a tie for first place in its six-team league. They were eight games over .500, putting them one game behind the Cincinnati Reds. There followed a seven-week period when the team lost sixteen more games than they won. They could not contend for the championship. During the season, more than 175,000 spectators attended the team's games. The favorite players on the team were Comiskey and McGinnis.


	1882 American Association

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road


	Cincinnati Red Stockings

	55

	25

	.688

	—
[image: ]


	31–11

	24–14


	Louisville Eclipse

	42

	38

	.525

	13

	26–13

	16–25


	Philadelphia Athletics

	41

	34

	.547

	11½

	21–18

	20–16


	Pittsburgh Alleghenys

	39

	39

	.500

	15

	17–20

	22–19


	St. Louis Brown Stockings

	37

	43

	.463

	18

	24–20

	13–23


	Baltimore Orioles

	19

	54

	.260

	32½

	7–25

	12–29




Season Highlights

	May 2 – Charles Comiskey makes his debut with the St. Louis Brown Stockings.

	July 6 – In a game reminiscent of the old National Association, the St. Louis Brown Stockings defeat the Louisville Eclipse by a score of 21–17.
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Player Stats

Batting


	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR


	Bill Gleason

	79

	347

	100

	.288

	1


	Charles Comiskey

	78

	329

	80

	.243

	1


	Jack Gleason

	78

	331

	84

	.254

	2


	Oscar Walker

	76

	318

	76

	.239

	7


	Ned Cuthbert

	60

	233

	52

	.223

	0


	Bill Smiley

	59

	240

	51

	.213

	0


	Sleeper Sullivan

	51

	188

	34

	.181

	0


	George Seward

	38

	144

	31

	.215

	0


	Harry McCaffery

	38

	153

	42

	.275

	0


	Eddie Fusselback

	35

	136

	31

	.228

	0


	Ed Brown

	17

	60

	11

	.183

	0


	Charlie Morton

	9

	32

	2

	.063

	0


	Joe Crotty

	8

	28

	4

	.143

	0


	Frank Decker

	2

	8

	2

	.250

	0


	John Shoupe

	2

	7

	0

	.000

	0




Pitching


	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO


	Jumbo McGinnis

	45

	388.1

	25

	18

	2.60

	134


	John Schappert

	15

	128.0

	8

	7

	3.52

	38


	Bert Dorr

	8

	66.0

	2

	6

	2.59

	34


	Morrie Critchley

	4

	34.0

	0

	4

	4.24

	2


	John Doyle

	3

	24.0

	0

	3

	2.63

	5


	Bob Hogan

	1

	8.0

	0

	1

	1.13

	4


	Bobby Mitchell

	1

	7.0

	0

	1

	7.71

	2


	Eddie Fusselback

	4

	1.0

	1

	2

	4.70

	2


	Charles Comiskey

	2

	0.0

	0

	1

	0.00

	3


	Ed Brown

	1

	2.0

	0

	0

	0.00

	1




| Page

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1883 St. Louis Browns
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The 1883 season was the team's second season in St. Louis, Missouri and its second season in the American Association. The Browns went 65–33 during the season and finished second in the American Association.


	1883 American Association

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road


	Philadelphia Athletics

	66

	32

	.673

	—
[image: ]


	37–14

	29–18


	St. Louis Browns

	65

	33

	.663

	1

	35–14

	30–19


	Cincinnati Red Stockings

	61

	37

	.622

	5

	38–13

	23–24


	New York Metropolitans

	54

	42

	.562

	11

	29–17

	25–25


	Louisville Eclipse

	52

	45

	.536

	13½

	29–18

	23–27


	Columbus Buckeyes

	32

	65

	.330

	33½

	18–29

	14–36


	Pittsburgh Alleghenys

	31

	67

	.316

	35

	18–31

	13–36


	Baltimore Orioles

	28

	68

	.292

	37

	18–31

	10–37




Season Highlights

	November 22 – New York Gothams owner John B. Day proposes a resolution to prohibit a team from signing a player who has broken the reserve clause of his contract. This resolution, eventually adopted by both the American Association and National League, effectively changes the reserve clause from a device to protect owners from their own greediness to a vindictive weapon to be used against uncooperative players.

	November 24 – The American Association agree to expand to 12 teams by admitting the Brooklyn Atlantics, Indianapolis Hoosiers, Toledo Blue Stockings and Washington Nationals.


Player Stats

Batting


	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI


	Arlie Latham

	98

	406

	96

	.236

	0

	?


	Bill Gleason

	98

	425

	122

	.287

	2

	42


	Charles Comiskey

	96

	401

	118

	.294

	2

	64


	Hugh Nicol

	94

	368

	105

	.285

	0

	39


	George Strief

	82

	302

	68

	.225

	1

	22


	Tom Dolan

	81

	295

	63

	.214

	1

	18


	Pat Deasley

	58

	206

	53

	.257

	0

	15


	Fred Lewis

	49

	209

	63

	.301

	1

	33


	Tom Mansell

	28

	112

	45

	.402

	0

	24


	Ned Cuthbert

	21

	71

	12

	.169

	0

	3


	Joe Quest

	19

	78

	20

	.256

	0

	10


	Jack Gleason

	9

	34

	8

	.235

	0

	0


	Sleeper Sullivan

	8

	27

	6

	.222

	0

	0


	Tom Loftus

	6

	22

	4

	.182

	0

	0


	Harry McCaffery

	5

	18

	1

	.056

	0

	1


	Henry Oberbeck

	4

	14

	0

	.000

	0

	0


	John Ewing

	1

	5

	0

	.000

	0

	0


	Jack Gorman

	1

	4

	0

	.000

	0

	0




Pitching


	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO


	Tony Mullane

	53

	460.2

	35

	15

	2.19

	191


	Jumbo McGinnis

	45

	382.2

	28

	16

	2.33

	128


	Charlie Hodnett

	4

	32.0

	2

	2

	1.41

	6


	Tom Dolan

	1

	0.0

	0

	0

	4.50

	0




1883 St. Louis Browns Salaries


	Tony Mullane

	$1,400.00


	Charlie Comiskey

	$1,290.00
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1884 St. Louis Browns
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The 1884 season was the team's third season in St. Louis, Missouri, and its third season in the American Association. The Browns went 67–40 during the season and finished fourth in the American Association.


	1884 American Association

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road


	New York Metropolitans

	75

	32

	.701

	—
[image: ]


	42–9

	33–23


	Columbus Buckeyes

	69

	39

	.639

	6½

	38–16

	31–23


	Louisville Eclipse

	68

	40

	.630

	7½

	41–14

	27–26


	St. Louis Browns

	67

	40

	.626

	8

	38–16

	29–24


	Cincinnati Red Stockings

	68

	41

	.624

	8

	40–16

	28–25


	Baltimore Orioles

	63

	43

	.594

	11½

	42–13

	21–30


	Philadelphia Athletics

	61

	46

	.570

	14

	38–16

	23–30


	Toledo Blue Stockings

	46

	58

	.442

	27½

	28–25

	18–33


	Brooklyn Atlantics

	40

	64

	.385

	33½

	23–26

	17–38


	Richmond Virginians

	12

	30

	.286

	30½

	5–15

	7–15


	Pittsburgh Alleghenys

	30

	78

	.278

	45½

	18–37

	12–41


	Indianapolis Hoosiers

	29

	78

	.271

	46

	15–39

	14–39


	Washington Nationals

	12

	51

	.190

	41

	10–20

	2–31




Season Highlights

	November 4 – Tony Mullane signs a contract with the Cincinnati Red Stockings for the 1885 season, in direct conflict with his prior oral agreement to play for the St. Louis Browns. The American Association will suspend Mullane for the entire 1885 season because of this and previous contract troubles but allow him to remain the property of Cincinnati.

	November 20 – The National League votes to allow overhand pitching for the 1885 season, although there are restrictions placed on the delivery to keep velocity down. In addition, teams are now required to supply a separate bench for each club at their park to limit inter-team fraternization.


Player Stats

Batting


	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR


	Bill Gleason

	110

	472

	127

	.269

	1


	Arlie Latham

	110

	474

	130

	.274

	1


	Hugh Nicol

	110

	442

	116

	.262

	0


	Charlie Comiskey

	108

	460

	109

	.237

	2


	Joe Quest

	81

	310

	64

	.206

	0


	Tip O'Neill

	78

	297

	82

	.276

	3


	Pat Deasley

	75

	254

	52

	.205

	0


	Fred Lewis

	73

	300

	97

	.323

	0


	George Strief

	48

	184

	37

	.201

	2


	Tom Dolan

	35

	137

	36

	.263

	0


	Bob Caruthers

	23

	82

	22

	.268

	2


	Charlie Krehmeyer

	21

	70

	16

	.229

	0


	Johnny Lavin

	16

	52

	11

	.212

	0


	Walt Goldsby

	5

	20

	4

	.200

	0


	Harry Wheeler

	5

	19

	5

	.263

	0


	Walt Kinzie

	2

	9

	1

	.111

	0


	Al Strueve

	2

	7

	2

	.286

	0


	Chick Fulmer

	1

	5

	0

	.000

	0


	Nin Alexander

	1

	4

	0

	.000

	0


	Jim McCauley

	1

	2

	0

	.000

	0
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Pitching


	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO


	Jumbo McGinnis

	40

	354.1

	24

	16

	2.84

	141


	Dave Foutz

	25

	206.2

	15

	6

	2.18

	95


	Daisy Davis

	25

	198.1

	10

	12

	2.90

	143


	Tip O'Neill

	17

	141.0

	11

	4

	2.68

	36


	Bob Caruthers

	13

	82.2

	7

	2

	2.61

	58


	Charlie Comiskey

	1

	0.0

	0

	0

	2.25

	4




1884 St. Louis Browns Salaries


	Charlie Comiskey

	$2,100.00


	Bill Gleason

	$1,800.00
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1885 St. Louis Browns {American Association Champions}
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[image: A group of baseball players

Description automatically generated]The 1885 season was the team's fourth season in St. Louis, Missouri, and the fourth season in the American Association. The Browns went 79–33 during the season, best in the American Association, and won their first AA pennant. In the World Series, the Browns played the National League champion Chicago White Stockings. The series ended in dispute, with each club winning 3 games with 1 tie.

Manager Charlie Comiskey finally was able to assemble and direct a team from start to finish the way he wanted. The result: a runaway championship. The team was built on daring baserunning, clutch hitting, and the best pitching in the league. The team led the league in both earned run average (ERA) and overall runs allowed by a healthy margin over second-best Louisville. Individually, Dave Foutz was outstanding, as he won 33 of the 46 games he started and ranked fifth in ERA. His teammate Bob Caruthers was even better, compiling league-leading totals in wins (40), ERA (2.07) and winning percentage (a stellar .755). The Browns took over first place to stay in the second week of May, but they made a joke of the race in July. On successive home stands, they had winning streaks of 17 and 12 games, combining for a major-league record 27-game winning streak at home that still stands as the best. They finished games laps ahead of the second-place Cincinnati Red Stockings and earned a berth in the World Series against the National League champion Chicago White Stockings.


	1885 American Association

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road


	St. Louis Browns

	79

	33

	.705

	—
[image: ]


	44–11

	35–22


	Cincinnati Red Stockings

	63

	49

	.562

	16

	35–21

	28–28


	Pittsburgh Alleghenys

	56

	55

	.505

	22½

	37–19

	19–36


	Philadelphia Athletics

	55

	57

	.491

	24

	33–23

	22–34


	Brooklyn Grays

	53

	59

	.473

	26

	35–22

	18–37


	Louisville Colonels

	53

	59

	.473

	26

	37–19

	16–40


	New York Metropolitans

	44

	64

	.407

	33

	28–24

	16–40


	Baltimore Orioles

	41

	68

	.376

	36½

	29–26

	12–42




Season Highlights

	May 7 – The St. Louis Browns take over 1st place in the American Association with a 13–1 win over the Philadelphia Athletics and will remain there for the rest of the season.

	June 2 – The Baltimore Orioles defeat the St. Louis Browns 7–1 to break the Browns 17-game winning streak.

	June 7 – The American Association removes all restrictions on overhand pitching.

	August 29 – The St. Louis Browns win the American Association pennant with a 16–9 win over the Louisville Colonels.

	December 24 – The St. Louis Browns sell the reserve rights of Sam Barkley to fellow American Association member Baltimore Orioles for $1,000.
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Player Stats

Batting


	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI


	Bill Gleason

	112

	472

	119

	.252

	3

	53


	Curt Welch

	112

	432

	117

	.271

	3

	69


	Hugh Nicol

	112

	425

	88

	.207

	0

	45


	Arlie Latham

	110

	485

	100

	.206

	1

	35


	Sam Barkley

	106

	418

	112

	.268

	3

	53


	Doc Bushong

	85

	300

	80

	.267

	0

	21


	Charlie Comiskey

	83

	340

	87

	.256

	2

	44


	Yank Robinson

	78

	287

	75

	.261

	0

	35


	Tip O'Neill

	52

	206

	72

	.350

	3

	38


	Dan Sullivan

	17

	60

	7

	.117

	0

	3


	Mike Drissel

	6

	20

	1

	.050

	0

	0


	Cal Broughton

	4

	17

	1

	.059

	0

	1




Pitching


	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO


	Bob Caruthers

	53

	482.1

	40

	13

	2.07

	190


	Dave Foutz

	47

	407.2

	33

	14

	2.63

	147


	Jumbo McGinnis

	13

	112.0

	6

	6

	3.38

	41




1885 St. Louis Browns Salaries


	Charlie Comiskey

	$3,000.00
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​1885 World Series {Chicago White Stockings {NL} vs St. Louis Browns {AA}}
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The 1885 World Series (the "World's Championship") was an end-of-the-year playoff series between the National League champion Chicago White Stockings and American Association champion St. Louis Browns. The Series was played in four cities (Chicago, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, and Cincinnati). It ended in a disputed 3–3–1 tie.

	Game 1 (October 14), Congress Street Grounds, Chicago — Darkness ended game 1 after 8 innings‚ with the teams tied 5–5.

	Game 2 (October 15), Sportsman's Park, St. Louis — With Chicago leading 5–4 in the sixth inning, Browns manager Charles Comiskey called his team off the field to protest a ruling made by umpire Dave Sullivan. The game was forfeited to Chicago.

	Game 3 (October 16), Sportsman's Park, St. Louis — St. Louis won, 7–4.

	Game 4 (October 17), Sportsman's Park, St. Louis — St. Louis won, 3–2.

	Game 5 (October 22), Recreation Park, Pittsburgh — The fifth game was played at Pittsburgh. The weather was cold and not over 500 people were present. Chicago won easily (9–2) through superior batting and fielding. At the end of the seventh inning, the game was called on account of darkness.[2]

	Game 6 (October 23), Cincinnati Base Ball Grounds, Cincinnati — The series moved from Pittsburgh to Cincinnati‚ setting a record for most host cities in a World Series. (The 1887 series was later staged in 10 cities.) Chicago took a 3–2 series lead by beating the Browns 9–2.

	Game 7 (October 24), Cincinnati Base Ball Grounds, Cincinnati — Behind pitcher Dave Foutz, St. Louis defeated Chicago 13–4 in the 7th and final game. The Browns claim the game 2 forfeit didn't count and therefore claim the championship. The two clubs split the $1000 prize.


| Page

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1886 St. Louis Browns {American Association Champions}
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[image: A person in a baseball jersey

Description automatically generated]The 1886 season was the team's fifth season in St. Louis, Missouri, and the fifth season in the American Association. The Browns went 93–46 during the season and finished first in the American Association, winning their second pennant in a row. In the World Series the Browns played the National League champion Chicago White Stockings, winning the series 4 games to 2. This was the only win by the AA in seven postseason contests with the NL from 1884 to 1890.

Pitcher Dave Foutz led the AA with 41 wins and a 2.11 ERA. 


	1886 American Association

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road


	St. Louis Browns

	93

	46

	.669

	—
[image: ]


	52–18

	41–28


	Pittsburgh Alleghenys

	80

	57

	.584

	12

	45–28

	35–29


	Brooklyn Grays

	76

	61

	.555

	16

	44–25

	32–36


	Louisville Colonels

	66

	70

	.485

	25½

	37–30

	29–40


	Cincinnati Red Stockings

	65

	73

	.471

	27½

	40–31

	25–42


	Philadelphia Athletics

	63

	72

	.467

	28

	38–31

	25–41


	New York Metropolitans

	53

	82

	.393

	38

	30–33

	23–49


	Baltimore Orioles

	48

	83

	.366

	41

	30–32

	18–51




Season Highlights

	June 3 – St. Louis Browns teammates Arlie Latham and Doc Bushong are each fined $100 for a fist fight between the two during a Brown's game in Baltimore.

	July 8 – Jumbo McGinnis of the St. Louis Browns, making only his 10th start of the season, shuts out the Baltimore Orioles 10–0. Hours later, McGinnis is sold to the Orioles.

	July 24 – Adonis Terry of the Brooklyn Grays pitches a no-hitter against the St. Louis Browns.

	September 15 – The St. Louis Browns clinch their 2nd consecutive pennant in the American Association with a 4–3 victory over the Brooklyn Grays.

	September 25 – St. Louis Browns owner Chris von der Ahe challenges Albert Spalding and his Chicago White Stockings to a post-season series.

	September 30 – The Chicago White Stockings accept the challenge issued by the St. Louis Browns to play a World Championship Series. The teams agree on a best-of-7 game format with the winner taking the entire gate money from the series.


Player Stats

Batting


	Player

	G

	AB

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI


	Tip O'Neill

	138

	579

	190

	.328

	3

	107


	Curt Welch

	138

	563

	158

	.281

	2

	95


	Arlie Latham

	134

	578

	174

	.301

	1

	47


	Yank Robinson

	133

	481

	132

	.274

	3

	71


	Charlie Comiskey

	131

	578

	147

	.254

	3

	76


	Bill Gleason

	125

	524

	141

	.269

	0

	61


	Doc Bushong

	107

	386

	86

	.223

	1

	31


	Dave Foutz

	102

	414

	116

	.280

	3

	59


	Bob Caruthers

	87

	317

	106

	.334

	4

	61


	Hugh Nicol

	67

	253

	52

	.206

	0

	19


	Nat Hudson

	43

	150

	35

	.233

	0

	17


	Rudy Kemmler

	35

	123

	17

	.138

	0

	6


	Jumbo McGinnis

	10

	37

	7

	.189

	0

	4


	Trick McSorley

	5

	20

	3

	.150

	0

	0


	Jumbo Harting

	1

	3

	1

	.333

	0

	1


	Joe Murphy

	1

	3

	0

	.000

	0

	0
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Pitching


	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO


	Dave Foutz

	59

	504.0

	41

	16

	2.11

	283


	Bob Caruthers

	44

	387.1

	30

	14

	2.32

	166


	Nat Hudson

	29

	234.1

	16

	10

	3.03

	100


	Jumbo McGinnis

	10

	87.2

	5

	5

	3.80

	30


	Yank Robinson

	1

	9.0

	0

	1

	3.00

	1


	Joe Murphy

	1

	7.0

	1

	0

	3.86

	3




1886 St. Louis Browns Salaries


	Bob Caruthers

	$3,200.00


	Charlie Comiskey

	$1,900.00
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​1886 World Series {St. Louis Browns {AA} vs Chicago White Stockings {NL}}
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The 1886 World Series was won by the St. Louis Browns (later the Cardinals) of the American Association over the Chicago White Stockings (later the Cubs) of the National League, four games to two. The series was played on six consecutive days running from October 18 to October 23 in Chicago and St. Louis.

The teams were judged to be approximately equal going into the series, with gamblers betting on the teams at even odds. However, Chicago pitcher Jim McCormick was sidelined by a chronic foot ailment after game 2, and third Chicago pitcher Jocko Flynn had already been lost for the season due to an arm ailment. An effort to use a substitute pitcher was protested by St. Louis, with the board of umpires flipping a coin to decide the matter in favor of the Browns. With his team unable to field a competent second starter, Chicago’s ace John Clarkson proved unable to carry the full pitching load, tipping the series to St. Louis.

The series was decided in extra innings of game 6 by Curt Welch's so-called "$15,000 slide" following a passed ball. The decisive run scored by Welch became one of the most famous plays in the history of baseball in that era.

In 1886, the St. Louis Browns won the American Association championship for the second consecutive season with a record of 93–46, while the Chicago White Stockings won the National League championship with a record of 90–34.  The victory for the White Stockings, who featured the 6'2" slugger Cap Anson, marked the 6th
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