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YEVGENY CHUPLINSKY: ‘THE RUSSIAN JACK RIPPER’

The year is 1998. The place is Novosibirsk in the newly formed state of Russia. A dead woman’s body is discovered in an area known as the “drunken road”- a red light district. A trail of other bodies is soon to follow, all mutilated in the same fashion. Sounds like a script from a horror movie, doesn’t it? 

This would be the first in a series of murders from late 1990s to mid-2000s, nineteen total. All prostitutes. The first woman’s body was found dumped in a dumpster. The body was badly mutilated and had satanic symbols carved into it.

After the second murder occurred in the area, it became clear to both the police that a serial killer was in their midst. Unfortunately, there would be seventeen more victims before the killings stopped. The police would be unable to track down the killer in part because he was one of their own. His name was Yevgeny Chuplinsky.

Background 

––––––––

Little has been documented about his early life. However, people in Novosibirsk described him as a very humble man. He loved dogs. He loved his wife. People who knew him were shocked that he would commit such a heinous crime. Despite giving outward appearances that he loved his wife Vera, she would later describe him as a “maniac” but wouldn’t go into detail.

In the 1990s, Yevgeny became a police officer before joining the KGB border patrol. He would work in that capacity until his retirement in 2003. To make ends meet, he became a taxi driver before moving to a more affluent area in Novisibirsk. During this time, he opened up a hardware store and bred dogs. To all who knew him, he was charming and pleasant. Yevgeny once came a upon a young woman who was about to commit suicide and persuaded her that her life was worth living. Like most serial killers, he lived a double life. His wife was a popular dentist in the town while he was a respected policeman. But deep inside, he held dark fantasies. Fantasies of rape and murdering women.

Svetlana

––––––––

It was October 31, 1999. A young woman’s body was found in the woods near the town of Novosibirsk. Her name was Svetlana and her body was severely mutilated. The killer had placed strange wooden amulets around her body to make it seem she were victim of some kind of occul ritual. After the investigations hit a dead end, the detectives concluded that the murder was executed by members of a satanic cult. Apart from severed limbs, heads and other parts, all the women had one unusual characteristic- they had missing hearts. The killer removed the heart of his victims and up to now he has never confessed to what he did with their hearts.

JACK THE RIPPER REBORN

During the 90’s, life was not particularly easy in Russia. The Soviet Union had just collapsed and the newly formed state of Russia was grappling with successive regimes. Crime and prostitution was at an all-time high particularly in Novosibirsk, Yevgeny's hometown. He viewed the prostitutes as a sign of moral decay but was morbidly fascinated with them. Yevgeny befriended a few, building up the courage to go through with his sexual fantasies. Using a seemingly harmless persona, Yevgeny would drive his prostitute of choice out to remote areas where he would rape and murder them. 

Some psychologists believe that he may have decided to murder his victims because he feared they may inform his wife of his behavior. The victims were relatively young, prostitutes between the ages of eighteen and thirty-one. They were mostly thin women with long brown hair.

Strangulation would be his method of killing. He would chop off the woman’s limbs; heads, arms, and legs while dropping the body parts off in different remote areas. Like Jeffrey Dahmer, he would keep a body part of the victim as sort of a memento. Sometimes a hand, sometimes a breast. Using his police training, he would go further in creating confusion with regards to throwing investigators off his trail. Yevgeny would carve Satanic signs on the bodies, such as pentagrams, in order to make the murder look like some kind of ritual. Human sacrifices were common in Russia during this time- among sadists and mentally people who read Satanic literature and secretly practiced it. By doing this, the police would immediately turn to different suspects.

PROFILE OF A KILLER 

When it became apparent that there was a serial killer on the loose, the police came up with character traits that they pegged on the killer. It postulated that the serial killer either lived alone or with his parents and his house/home was likely located on the left bank of Novosibirsk. He was not a sociable person and had a problem communicating with people. He therefore sought solace from loose women. He had higher education and a professional job that had links to the Michurinsky, Ogurtsovo or ObGES stations, Novosibirsk dump sites or the Tulinsky instructional farm. It further stated that the killer was probably pretending to be an investigative journalist, or an activist trying to solve the crime, or a police officer of a lower rank, in order to be close to the investigative process.

The profile was almost spot on for Yevgeny. A year before he embarked on his murdering spree, he went through a painful divorce. He wanted to have children but his wife was infertile. The marriage was strained for years and the divorce may have had a serious psychological impact on Yevgeny, forcing the man to “snap”, taking out his anger on prostitutes.

As a police officer, Yevgeny had easy access to prostitutes. Police and prostitute “partnerships” were common in Russia during this time. The prostitutes acted as eyes and ears on the streets, while the cops protected them from gangsters and pimps. It was therefore nothing of the ordinary when Yevgeny was busy keeping in contact with prostitutes on his patrol route- the infamous “Drunken Road”.

THE SERIAL KILLER FROM NOWHERE

Yevgeny was able to stay off the radar because he was once a police officer and knew how they thought and acted. Detectives were unable to connect the dots because the attacks lacked definitive pattern. It was hard for them to predict where the next victim would appear. There was no time pattern and the window period to the next murder was unknown to them.

Apart from six victims, the others have not yet been identified up to now- there was less regard for prostitutes back then and people did not go the extra mile to find out where they came from. It was therefore hard for investigators to know whether the serial killer was from Novosibirsk or another district.

Turn of events

––––––––

Yevgeny was clever. He kept the detectives so confused and discouraged that they believed he was either dead or in prison for unrelated crime after the murders ceased in 2006.

At their wits end, detectives ordered five thousand men to give out their DNA samples to be tested. There were 8000 witnesses from Novosibirsk, who were thoroughly questioned to get valid information from them. More than 300 forensic analysis were done on the DNA samples. Eventually their patience and persistence eventually paid off...Traces of Yevgeny’s DNA were found on the victims.

He was initially suspected in 2006 after a phone belonging to the last victim was found in his possession in 2004. However, Yevgeny successfully convinced his former colleagues that the phone was left by two strangers he had given a lift several years back, when he worked as a part time taxi driver. Besides, technological limitations at the time ensured that he walked free, since it could not connect his genotype with that found on the victims. He was therefore released after several months in jail, although there were red flags surrounding him. Soon after he was linked to the murders, the heinous deaths stopped.

Out of the 5000 men whose DNA samples were taken, Yevgeny’s genotype was the only one present in all of the dead victims. Shocked by the turn of events, he confessed to the crimes at first only to retract his statements later. When asked about his DNA being present in all the victims, he claimed that he regularly associated with prostitutes. 

He added that he frequently indulged in sexual escapades with them, although he was not proud of his actions. As a policeman, he claimed that he used them to get useful information, which he subsequently used to fight crime and solve cases.

“It was about getting information on different crimes and offenses,” Yevgeny said defensively. “I used their knowledge. Sometimes I let drivers go for a bribe. It’s a sin of course. I was protecting them from physical harassment.”

It wasn’t uncommon for a Russian police officer to be corrupt. A lot of them took bribes to protect prostitutes. But it wasn’t a coincidence that he opted to be a taxi driver as soon as he retired from the police force.

A taxi driver by the name of Alexei Ivanov was arrested by investigators in October 2015. He was wrongfully linked to the murders committed by Yevgeny and was suspected of being the serial killer of Novosibirsk. Although he was vindicated of these murders, he confessed to other murders. Just like Yevgeny, he would drive prostitutes to isolated locations, violently rape and then kill them. He also claimed that he wanted to cleanse Novosibirsk of prostitutes.

It cannot be a coincidence that two drivers from the same area share the same agenda and commit some of the heinous crimes on women. There must be something connecting the two serial killers. Maybe they worked together to ‘cleanse’ their hometown of prostitutes. Maybe, they were in a secret cult that involved raping and murdering women. Maybe they belonged to the same Satanic cult. 

FINDING PROOF

As the genome examination evidence was presented to him, Yevgeny was forced to cooperate with law enforcement in a bid to reduce the harsh sentence they were about to lay down. He confessed and took detectives on a tour of where he killed his victims. In one instance, he vividly described to the police how he murdered one victim:

“I dragged her out of the car,” Yevgeny recalled. “She was fighting back. I grabbed her, pushed her. I was shaking. At that moment you don’t understand what’s happening. And I strangled her right here.” There is also a video of him describing how he violently strangled his victims.

His request that his sentence be reduced from a life sentence was however not honored by the investigators. During an arrest extension procedure, he reverted back to his initial statement that he was innocent of the murders and that he had been coerced by the investigators into confessing. However, the evidence levied against him was too strong to ignore.

The DNA test proved Yevgeny’s guilt.

Guilty or not guilty

––––––––

On February 28th , 2018, a jury delivered a guilty ruling without leniency against Yevgeny. On 6 March 2018 in a district court in Novosibirsk, Siberia, Judge Lyudmila Bilyukova found the 52 year old former police officer guilty and sentenced him to life imprisonment.

The judge ordered that all the four plaintiffs be paid one million rubles each by the defendant. Family members of the murdered victims expressed their satisfaction with the ruling and believed that justice was properly served. Yevgeny, however, expressed his frustrations and claimed that he would appeal against the verdict.

What does psychology tell us about serial killers?

––––––––

Investigators were totally convinced that Yevgeny was insane after analyzing his atrocious acts. But the Serbsky State Scientific Center for Social and Forensic Psychiatry experts disagreed. One of them claimed that the defendant had no prior psychological disorders and mental disabilities to be considered insane. They therefore concluded that he was perfectly normal when he committed the murders and should be held liable for his crimes.

Psychologists define a serial killer as a person who is motivated psychologically to kill others. They commit murders in a unique and standardized fashion and each killer has his/her own signature style. Going by this definition, Yevgeny perfectly fits the profile of a serial killer. He had his unique style of ripping off victims’ body parts and keeping them as souvenirs. He also preferred killing slim brunettes with long hair. 

According to diathesis-stress model, serial killers behave and think according to environmental stressors around them. Adverse events in childhood, such as death of a loved one or getting abused as a child, may alter the proper functioning of a normal person’s brain, which may lead to him/her becoming a psychopath. This may result to poor self-esteem and poor social skills. He/she may become withdrawn from people, which may only aggravate his/her mental state. Any stressors that a serial killer may perceive as negative or threatening, may lead to serious violent outburst from him/her that may result to the death of the aggressor.

Sometimes the stressor does not have to been life threatening for a serial killer to violently act. It only needs to trigger his psychopathic tendencies. For instance, Yevgeny’s victims were not particularly dangerous to him. In fact they had intimate sexual relations with him. However, he had a skewed perception towards prostitutes. His “stressors”, however, were thin brunettes with long hair. He has never revealed why he
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