

    
        
          Perseverance under Pressure: Maintaining Faith and Endurance in Challenging Times

        

        
        
          Abundant Truth Life Study Series, Volume 7

        

        
        
          Mister Roderick L. Evans

        

        
          Published by Abundant Truth Publishing, 2024.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      PERSEVERANCE UNDER PRESSURE: MAINTAINING FAITH AND ENDURANCE IN CHALLENGING TIMES

    

    
      First edition. November 18, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Mister Roderick L. Evans.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 978-1601416421

    

    
    
      Written by Mister Roderick L. Evans.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  

Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 – The Function of Pressure

Reveals Weakness/Strengths

Believers and Benevolence

Chapter 2 – Prayer and Praise

Prayer

Perpetual Praise

Chapter 3 – Peers

Called to Community

Don’t Disconnect

God’s Remnant

Chapter 4 – Divine Purpose

Be Steadfast

Be Faithful

Bibliography

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Introduction
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It should be the goal of every Christian to live life to the fullest through Jesus Christ. He consistently encouraged the disciples to have faith. In addition, He promised them that His peace and joy would remain with them. 

The Abundant Truth Life Study Series was developed to help believers to live in the abundance that comes with the new life in Christ. Be encouraged by Jesus’ words that he came that we would have life and that more abundantly.

In this publication:

The bible contains numerous passages describing the trials, tests, and tribulations that accompany the Christian life and experience. However, believers are encouraged to stand in faith and hope even during difficult circumstances and situations. 

In this book, we want to offer encouragement and hope to Christians who are experiencing difficult circumstances. Embrace faith and endurance in your challenging situations.

This book is the transcription of a teaching done during the pandemic. The videos of this teaching can be found at http://bit.ly/3Efz7FH. You can also scan the QR below
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​~Chapter 1~

The Function of Pressure
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We want to begin our discussion by referring to II Timothy 2:3,

Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

Our focus for this publication will be Perseverance under Pressure. We know that in this day and time we have now moved into a time of a pandemic. 

The pandemic obviously has caused extra pressure on our finances, on how we deal with one another socially and even upon how we worship.

But we must know and understand that our faith in Jesus Christ has given us the ability that we can persevere under pressure. 

When we look in the scriptures, we find that every time Jesus spoke to his disciples, he would always warn them of troublesome times, of how they would be hated, how the world would come against them.

But he also told them that he was going to be with them, that you can tell that even in Him speaking to them, he did not tell them that the troubles would not come. He told them to expect the trouble, but also to maintain their faith.

Because it is so easy that as pressure is being applied, for people to forget the faith and its foundation. And so, it is my intent to challenge people to know that they can still maintain good perseverance even under pressure.

And so, I just want to leave just three main points with you in this publication to encourage you to know that, hey, I can persevere under pressure. 

And that with these three things, if you keep them in mind, it should help you keep a focus. I want to lay the foundation  of  the  purpose of pressure. When pressure comes, it has a twofold benefit.

Reveals Weakness/Strengths

One thing, it reveals your weaknesses to yourself. But the opposite of that, it shows you how strong you really are. 

Sometimes you never really know what you can go through until you go through it. Because oftentimes we'll say, I just don't think I can handle it, well you really don't know that. That is only fear talking. 

Because I can't know I can't handle it, unless I go through it and don't handle it. But many Christians can testify, many things that we thought we could not handle, we've handled it.

It is because the Lord brought us through. It is funny that Israel, when you look at their plight in the wilderness, as much as they complain, even though they move from hardship to hardship, God still told them, I bore you up on eagle's wings. That even though they had to go through those things, God brought them through all right.

And so, the Christian can believe and know that even though we are in  some  hard  times and, the thing about it is, the church has added pressure. 

Because not only do we have the pressure of the sinful world against our faith, but now it wants to pressure us and try to criticize our good works.

Believers and Benevolence

I saw a post one time where the article writer tried to say that people that were non-Christians were more “Christian” than Christians. How absurd is that statement? 

Because  the  thing  that  first  of all defines a Christian is salvation in Jesus Christ. The first thing that defines a Christian is to be renewed by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

The thing that defines a person  as a Christian is a transformed life. And then it's only out of that transformed life that we do  good works. But we don't do good works to verify we are Christians. We do good works just because we are Christians. 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

Christians sometimes,  in  our attempt to show forth a good example, will forget about the very foundation and core of our Christianity. 

It's not in what we do, it's first of all in who we are. And if we become who we ought to be in Christ, we're going to do what we need to do.

Because you can see that sometimes churches can begin to try to do stuff to compete with the world. We're not in competition with the world. We've already won. Because we believe because we've already gained eternal life. 

And so, I just wanted  to  share that because during these times, people can say, “Well, the church got so much money. Why isn't it doing more?” We can't save the world. The sinners have a whole lot of money. They're not giving up all their money either.

The logic is flawed. Because if I'm supposed to be a good Christian and do it, then a good sinner is supposed to do the same thing because sinners are bankrolling their lifestyle. 

And so, I feel for pastors that get under pressure to try to exhaust what they  need  to  do for the local church for trying to compete with the world.

I've said it before, and I'll say it again. The churches are not designed to be social services. We are not designed that way. We are an entity of believers  that  are  set aside to do that which is right to offer salvation. 

And then if we can, out of our abundance and out of our resources, we will help anybody that needs it. But that is not our chief mandate. 

The chief mandate of the church is to preach the gospel  of Jesus Christ and offer salvation. 
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​~Chapter 2~

Prayer and Praise
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So now our text, we find here that Paul is writing to Timothy. And I only used the one verse because the one verse sums up our focus. We know Timothy. Paul was sending Timothy to different churches to help them in the faith. 

But when Timothy was in these assemblies, he would find that people would show up with all kinds of doctrines. 

Obviously, some people were challenging him because of his age. But Paul told him not to pray that it stopped, but to endure it.

And so even though as believers, we know that things are going to happen, and God will allow some things to come upon us. But because they come upon us, that doesn't give us a reason to quit or to pull back from  the faith. And so, for our present discussion, I wanted just to give three points of how you are to persevere under pressure.

Prayer

The  first  thing you need in order to persevere under pressure is prayer. 1 Thessalonians 5, it tells us to pray without ceasing. And then it goes on to say, in everything give thanks, for this is the will of God  concerning  you  in  Christ Jesus. That's in verses 17 and 18 of section 5. 

So, we find here that Paul encourages the believers, and he said, what you have to do, you cannot stop praying because it's so easy when pressure sets in to throw off prayer for what I know. In addition, to throw off prayer for my ingenuity. And anytime you throw off prayer, ungodly things become an option.

When I stop trusting God for the finances, I may resort to trickery and gambling. I may resort to lying on taxes to get extra money because I've stopped praying and trusting in God. 

Prayer is what I like to call a “godly distraction.” Prayer puts your attention on God and his power. I pray to God because He has the power to do any and everything.

Perpetual Praise

The second thing is in those verses that I quoted it says in everything give thanks. When you give thanks, it gets you off complaining and to begin to focus on then the presence of God. 

The scriptures they show us that any time the praises of God are there, His power is there to accomplish and do great things. 

And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed. (Acts 16:25-26)

Yet, sometimes we start falling off in prayer because we will say well I prayed before and it didn't happen, I prayed this many years and it didn't happen, but Jesus foreseeing how  we are and how we would run into that predicament, He  gave  us  the parable of the woman with the unjust judge.

And he spake a parable unto
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